











SPER ee 


Z SPA PS 


is 


a 














SCREEN 





RAD 

















IO 








MUSIC 














STAGE 











“ARIET 





Published Weekly at 154 West 46th Street, 


Entered as Second-class 
COPYRIGHT, 


matter December 22, 


New York, N. Y., by Variety, Inc. 


1940, BY VARIETY, INC. 


Annual subscription, $10. Single copies 25 cents, 
1905, at the Post Office at New York, N Y., under the act of March 3, 18/9. 


ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 








VOL. 141 NO. 3 


NEW YORK, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 235, 1940 


PRICE 25 CENTS 





LITTLE CZARS’ OF H’WOOD 





Hiss Italian Child at NBC's Xmas 
Party for Diplomatic Kiddies in D.C. 





Washington, Dec. 24. 


World wide hatreds, reminders of 
nations under bondage to tyrants, 
faintly suppressed hisses—all these 


marked the ninth annual NBC 
Christmas party and international 
broadcast for the children of the 


It was heart- 
this year the 


diplomatic corps here. 
rending in 1939, but 
throat-tightening aspect was even 
worse. Kids spoke to their com- 
patriots in their native lands in the 
native lingo. And oldsters in the 
studio audience weren’t ashamed to 
weep. 

The undercurrent of hisses which 
followed the appearance of Gio- 


vannella Infante, 1l-year-old daugh- | 


ter of the military attache to the 
Italian Embassy, indicated the tem- 
per of the crowd which assembled 
at the Washington Hotel to witness 
the ’round-the-world broadcast of 
children’s greetings. 

Laurels went to the 12-year-old 
daughter and nine-year-old son of 
the Australian minister, who called 
‘Hello Australia’ and lauded Ameri- 
can ice-cream cones. Youngsters im- 


plied, however, that American kids | 


miss a great deal by not being ac- 
quainted with the ‘sunshine and 
funny animals like kangaroos’ which 
are encountered 
heath. 

Among the adult audience, tears 
ran particularly free when _ nine- 
year-old Marjorie Bertha Morgen- 

(Continued on page 27) 


Diamond Bros. Think 
They’re Dependent On 
Each Other; Draft Out? 


on their native 


The Diamond Brothers (3), long 
tandard act, are in something of a 
dilemma They face a one-year 


the trouble of long re- 


layoff, or 
hearsals of a new man to take the 
Place of kid-brother Harold, who has 
himself a perfect physical cond 
draft 
to be called next month. 

The don’t 
can find a replacement that will fit 
into their precision-timed knock- 
about and falls. Hence they've been 
laying awake nights trying to find 
a solution and now think they have 
it. 


and a low number that’s sure 


brothers believe they 


Harold is going to walk before the 
draft board and claim he has de- 
Pendents, though he himself is un- 


married. However, he'll point to his 
brother, Tom, who has a wife and | 
‘ Hughie, | 
who is also married but has no chil- | 


seven-year-old child, and 
dren, and claim they'll suffer great 
financial hardship if he’s forced to 
g9 into military training. 

It'll probabiy be the first such 
Claim of dependents to come before 
® draft board. The punchline is 
problematical. 





| Commercializing Toscy? 


NBC is investigating reports that 
in some sections of South America 
the Arturo Toscanini concerts are 
being ‘sold’ to local sponsors. Italian 
maestro is strictly against any adver- 
tising mentions in connection with 
any program of his. 

NBC has been encouraging South 


American radio stations to take the | 


" Toscanini concerts off shortwave and 
|re-broadcast in their localities on 

longwave. 
|} tions now do so. 


— 


S.A. Doorettes 
Follow Femme 





Milwaukee, Dec. 24 


With national defense 


depleting the supply of young men, | 
the Fox theaters sometime ago began | 


replacing their ushers with usherettes 
and now they have gone a step fur- 
| ther under the urge of necessity, re- 
| placing doormen with doorettes. Re- 
| action has been such that execs think 
| now they have been overlooking a 
bet and 
the front long ago. 

Usherettes are of uniform height— 
5 feet, 6 inches, and lookers, of 
course. But the doorettes—of uni- 
form height, too—are something else 

(Continued on page 53) 


BING CROSBY-BOB HOPE'S '::,""",2020%2 0.0% ® 


Quite a number of sta- | 


Ushers in Dei. 


measures | 


should have put the gals to 


,* 
— —___—~s 





MAG PHOTOG 


——_—__ 


Get Too Temperamental 





| THOSE CAMERA ANGLES 
| 


| 

| 

| Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

| Will Hays may tote the title as 


big chief of the talker industry, but 
lthe real czars of the film village, 
insofar as the screen personalities 
are concerned, are the photogs who 
bulb the off-stage art for the picture 
fan mags and the newspaper syndi- 
cates. When the still lensers as- 
sume a thumbs-down attitude to- 
ward a player, it is high time for 
the latter to start worrying, and 
usually does. 





For years the camera wranglers | 
hung on the ragged edge of the 
| Hollywood publicity carpet, where 
| they were regarded as mere camp 
followers to the men and women 
who earn their livelihood by writ- 
|ing prattle about the stars Then 
came the news photo mags in a 
parade headed by Life and Look, 

(Continued on page 14) 


BREWERS’ ‘FREE BEER’ 
HURTS MILW. NITERIES 


Milwaukee, Dec. 24. 
Milwaukee’s reputation as a hos- 
pitable convention city has been en- 
hanced over the years by the prac- 
tice of the big breweries in treating 


visitors to free beer, and ofttimes a 
little lunch, but suddenly the city’s 
rs have 


cafe, tavern and nitery owne 


en up in prot 5 the old 
extel! ? 


ldS PO lt 


BRITISH CHARITY GOLF ceisiemsn “breweries” heat 


Hollywood, Dec. 24 

Bob Hope and Bing Crosby are 
teaming up with a pair of golf pros 
for a tour of the country in charity 
matches for British War relief. They 
will make personals at theatres in 
towns where they play, that coin 
also going for war relief. 

Duke of Windsor expected to join 
them on the Florida circuit. 


‘Abie’ Comes Home 
Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 
*‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ comes home to 
open the New Year with an old story, 
to be performed this time by Holly- 


wood Micawber Productions at the 
Troupers theatre. 


Show was first launched here in 
1922 by Oliver Moro nd later 
ti n to New Yo \ ne Nich 





(Continued o page 54) 


No Show-Biz-Inspired 
Best Sellers This Xmas 


Chicago, Dec. 24. 

For the first time in five years 
since the local Variety office has 
| queried the merchants and stores re- 
| garding for Christ- 
mas, it is found that this Christmas 
season has had no one outstanding 
toy or specialty gift item. 


specialty items 


In the past there was the Shirley | 


Temple doll, the ants-in-a-glass- 
house, Charlie McCarthy dolls, ‘Snow 
White and Seven Dwarfs’ items, Lone 


Ranger kits, Buck Rogers guns, etc. 
But 1940 failed to come up with any 
ne outstanding design for the spe- 


1+. 
y 


Lensers Always Come Out! 
the Winnah When Filmers| 





ASCAP Vs. Radio 


Other stories on the radio-mu- 
sic war, among others: 

Chilling of ASCAP consent de- 
cree (page 25). 

Metro re-signing with ASCAP 
(page 39). 

Webs Fear ASCAP 





Music in 


Parades at Football Games 
(page 25). 
Neville Miller’s statement 


(page 24). 


The Propaganda Front 
55). 


Flagstad Still 
Best B.0. Draw At 
Met; 86 Net Loss 


(page 








The Metropolitan Opera Co.’s top 
W wow, Kir Flagstad, 


Wagnarian ten 


; continued through the third week of | 


| the season to pack ’em in, as in two 
| performances, both repeats, of ‘Wal- 
| kure,’ and ‘Tristan and Isolde,’ drew 
$26,000 at the boxoffice, or a 
profit of about $4,000 to the company 
Sans Miss Flagstad & Co., the opera 
|company had difficult going, as in 
eight performances the house grossed 
(Continued on page 53) 


ELAINE BARRIE MEETS 
AN IMPOLITE AUDIENCE 


Akron, Dec. 24 


net 


Elaine Barrie’s personal appea 
ance with Larry Clinton’s band 
failed to jell when she opened the 


act at the Palace theatre here Fr 


20). The last two minutes of 
her turn were lost entirely i iT 
outpouring of unpolite noises, whict 
may not have been hisses but cer- 
tainly were related. 

Miss Barrie’s choice of a love 
scene from ‘Golden Boy’ scarcely | 
fitted into the swing-tempo of Clin- 
ton’s band. Neither the ex-Mrs. | 
Barrymore nor her partner were 
sure of their lines and, after she 


exited from the stage in a blackout 
that may have been merely a missed 
cue at the switchboard, she returned 
to ask forgiveness for the blowup of 
her brief sketch. 


On 


Shirley’s Ist for M-G 


Hollywood, Dec. 24 

Metro will star Shirley Temp 

with Mickey Rooney and Judy Gar- 

land in a musical as a starter on het 
I 


Sg 


] 


i@ 


1ew contract, with Arthur Freed 
DI da 1 5 

{ g 
} Follows it up with ‘Kathlyn. 


‘ving Berlin May Take Music Cause 
AUILE STARS Directly to Public Via Theatre Dates 


Tin Pan Alley, ever-resourceful, 
j}and not waiting for Jan. 1 or any 
| other date when it comes to landing 
i? plug, has been fast at work on 
the old-fashioned song-slide system, 
| ready to spring that pronto. Still 
| another new tack in this trend back 
| to yesteryear song exploitation meth- 
ods will be the ‘live vocal’ plug, i.e., 
the singers in theatres, etc. 

| Irving Berlin may give this im- 
;petus with personals in sundry big 
| presentation theatres, accepting final- 
ly a number of offers that have been 
| made him from time to time, up to 
|as much as $5,000 a week, for a week 
at any of the big Broadway picture 
|houses and the like. Tied in now 
with what he and others in the music 
| biz call the ‘ASCAP boycott,’ Berlin 
may finally do some of these weeks, 
| and frankly states that, despite recent 
| publicity on his ‘God Bless America,’ 
he .is finally accepting because he 
wants to bring the broadcasters vs. 
Tin Pan Alley issue directly to the 
public. He has a new song, ‘This Is 
a Great Country,’ as a keynoter of 
this drive. 





| 
| 
| 
| 


Berlin has also been sounded out by 

newsreels on the possibility of a 
news subject interview, introducing 
Country’ coincidentally, and 
(Continued on page 53) 


Great 


ASCAP Now Has a War 
Chest of $800,000; ’40 
Final Divvy, $1,290,000 


The 


posers, 


of Com- 
Authors and Publishers now 
has a war chest of $800,000, less ex- 
penditures thus far, segregated from 
royalty collections in 1940 to fight its 


American Society 


yattle against radio Coin will be 
ed to carry ASCAP’s side of the 
troversy to the public via gen- 

€ al goody Dali ynoo 
Battle’ fund was raised b de- 
$200,000 quarterly thi ear 


from ASCAP’s collect 


yICCLIONS 


The final 


quarterly distribution to members, 
approved at a meeting of the ASCAP 


(Continued on 


CAMP 20TH-FOX 


Uniforms All Over the Lot, Six 
Service Pix Going 


page 54) 





Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
naval uniforms are 
d play on the 20th- 
Fox lot where six pictures dealing 
the national defense campaign 
are in preparation. Latest is ‘Flight 
Surgeon,’ an aviation yarn, 


Military and 


: 
pettiunnw « thane 
gettin an Vy 


Others on the schedule are ‘The 
Eagle Flies Again,’ ‘Ten Gentlemen 


From West Point,’ 
‘14th Regiment’ 


+ 


‘Rise and Shine,’ 
and an untitled story 


a the Great Lakes Naval Train- 
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| Sailing Schedule Key To 


Ennis May Succeed Hal Kemp. 


lartist and designer, will again do 
the Ringling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey 
| circus next season provided he ar- 
rivee Jan. 13 from Lisbon, per 
| schedule. But that’s a hazard these | 
days and John Ringling North states | 
| he'll be compelled to make other ar- 
|rangements if Weldy can’t get over 
in time. He's due to sail on the 
Excalibur from Spain, and has been 
waiting his turn for bookings. 

Ringling show will be ‘streamlined’ 
next season. 


Leader Dies Following Accident—Band Had Gone 


Ahead to San Francisco 


ecuingeittes If It Comes to the Worst 
On January First 





Skinnay Ennis, former member of 
Hal Kemp’s band, now leading his 
own group on the Bob Hope-Pepso- 
dent radio show, may take over lead- | 
ership of Kemp’s band. Kemp died 


arly Saturday ornin (21) in — , , : 
eerty Saturday morning Vainly every dial I'll turn: 








Dearborn hospital, Madera, Calif., of No more Gershwin, no more 

pneumonia which set in following an toon | 
te. apa tes 9 Tednec. i. 

automobile crash early last Wedne: Dead as jokes on the Brooklyn 

day (18) morning. In the head-on | Dodgers: 

smash with another car the leader, 


Larry Hart and Richard Rodgers. 
who was driving, suffered a frac- 
tured thigh, fractured leg and broken 
ribs, one of which pierced a jung and 
brought on the pneumonia which 
caused his death. He was 36 
Accident happened a short distance 
south of Madera, and about 150 miles 
short of San _ Francisco, toward 
which he was heading to open with 
his band Friday (20) night at the 
Mark Hopkins hotel. Riding with 
him in a new car was Kenneth La- | 
bahn, sax player, whose injuries are | 
reported as not serious. Kemp's 
wife, the former Martha Stephenson, 
and their baby daughter, born only 


No use trying to tune them in. 

Youmans, Porter, Nevins, Cad- 
man,— 

Lost to customer and ad man. 


PHILADELPHIA 


Here’s what, I’ve been thinkin’, 
Reuben: 

Gimme Warren, gimme Dubin; | 
Gimme Leslie, gimme Burke; 
Put those babies back to work! 
Gimme music of lasting val: 
Victor Herbert and 

Stillman, Al 


Philadelphia, Dec. 24. 
Leopold Stokowski finally made his | 
| peace with the powers that be of the | 
Philadelphia orchestra last week | 
| when he agreed to take a pay cut to, 
leonduct a series of concerts curing | 
next year’s season. Stoky made the | 
announcement of his acceptance of a | 


| 
last July, had preceded him to Frisco m 
from the Ambassador hotel, Los An- Show Biz Sponsored 
British War Retief ‘smaller fee in face of rumors that | 
the blond maestro was holding out | 


geles, where the band had just fin- | 
Ball Grosses $40,00 for more money. Although the terms 


ished a stretch. Mrs. Kemp and |} 
Alex Holden, personal manager, were 

| were not revealed, it was reported | 
{that Stoky would get about $1,500, 


| 
with the leader when he died. | 
Rosettes covering Gypsy Rose Lee’s | per concert, said to be less than one- 


Band had also gone on ahead. It | 
opened on schedule Friday with 

bosom didn’t prove worth $10 each at third of what he gets for batoning | 
elsewhere. 

















Ennis leading. He had flown up from 


(Continued on page 54) ; 
ees ithe William Allen White Committee’s 


Show Goes on Despite 


Death of ‘Eileen’ And 
Husband in Auto Crash 


Tossup between a_ sentimental 
gesture and the cold business of 
postponing a Broadway opening, 
with attendant hardship to the cast 
and front-of-house employees. will 
result in ‘My Sister Eileen’ going on 
at the Biltmore, N. Y., tomorrow 
(Thursday) per schedule. Considera- 
tion was given to holding off the 
preem following the death in an auto 
accident Sunday (22) of the ‘Eileen’ 
who inspired the play, but the 





‘Star-Spangled Ball’ at the Hotel 
| Astor, N. Y., Friday (20) 
Miss Lee was auctioning off the bows 
that made up her costume and got 
rid of quite a few at prices ranging 
from $2 to $10, depending on loca- 
tion. No one, however—even for the 
sake of Britain—would offer a double 
sawbuck for a chest protector, and 
Gypsy wouldn’t doff them for less. 
So on they stayed. Stunt was never- 
theless one of the big grossers of the | 
evening. 

About 3,000 persons attended the Sonja Henie and her ice show, | 
shindig at $5 each, and spent innu- | ‘Hollywood Revue,’ opens a 10-day 
merable more dollars on drinks at | date at the Chicago Stadium today 
75c and $1 a throw, on debs and | (Wed.),. with an advance sale ap- 
models who'd dance with all comers | proximating $125,000. Engagement is 
at $1 per, on a Christmas tree grab | expected to par or beat the skating 
thought was shelved after consulta- | bag and numerous side-shows. Gross | star’s New York gross last season, 
tion between producer Max Gordon | (Continued on page 53) | when she drew $214,000 at Madison 
and author Ruth McKenney. - Square Garden in six days at $4.40 

‘Eileen’ was Eileen 


icKenney top. 
West, principal character in a series JEAN CASTO T0 GO ON Miss Henie was slated to lay off 
of humorous New Yorker stories by D 5 last week, but was booked into Buf- 


her sister, which were compiled into falo’s new auditorium’and drew ca- 
‘My Sister Eileen,’ a best-seller of pacity. In five evening performances 
1938. Jerome Chodorev and Joseph the gross was quoted at $86,000. In 
j ~ > ‘ P - - ae ,ouis Z ; fe oY . — 
A. Fields prepared the dramatiza- Jean Casto, actress in ‘Pal Joey, St. I uis the t king Ss were somewhat 
tion tc be seen tomorrow. was severely burned about the hands | U"@eT saat season's engagement there, 
. . 97 P 4 " 3 ee r : ——o ee ee > r ac ' ¢ , 
_ Deceased, 27, and her husband, and arms during the show’s tryout but the spot = then after 
Nathaniel West, 36, author and well- jn Philadelphia. However, she is ex- Christmas instead of before the holi- 
pected to appear in the premiere of 
the musical tonight (Wednesday) at 
the Barrymore, N. Y. She will wear 


the split on recording foyalties, in | 
which differences arose between the | 
conductor and members of the board 

(Continued on page 53) 


Sonja, in Chi, May Top 
Last Yr.’s 2146 N. Y. 
Gross; $86,000 in Buff. 


evening. 














played 


known Hollywood scenarist, were day, as this year 
killed near El Centro, Cal. He Miss Henie will 
worked at RKO, Universal and Re- herself when 


virtually oppose 
she plays the Garden 


public, before that writing novels | mittens to cover the dressings. during the week of Jan. 20, since she 
which included: ‘Day of the Locust,’ Mishap accurred last Friday night |iS Presenting ‘It Happens on Ice,’ 
‘A Cool Million’ and ‘Miss Lonely (20) at the actress’ hotel after the Center, Radio City, in association 
Heart.’ Mrs. West was formerly on performance at the Forrest, Phila- | With Arthur Wirtz. ‘Ice’ was ex- | 


pected to be dented by the ‘Ice Fol- | 
lies,’ which recently played a 10-day | 
date at the Garden, but there was | 
little difference in takings at the 
theatre. There is a possibility that 
Miss Henie will make brief personal 


the Walt Disney research staff. delphia. Her dress, made of a highly 
inflammable synthetic material, was 
ignited from a cigaret. Miss Castro 


received second and_ third-degree 


FANNIE BRICE’S ‘ROSE’ y= 
SUIT SETTLED FOR 306 ine tames. “she ‘received hospital 





treatment, but has insisted on appearances at the Center during 
tinuing in the show. her Garden engagement. 
Chicago, Dec. 24. on ; ars 2 PENSE 


Fannie Brice has settled her $750.- 
Wait "Til the L.A. Chamber?! POW=LL'S VAUDER 


000 defamation of character suit 
San Francisco, Dec. 24. 


Con. 
Uli 





against 20th Century-Fox for $30,000. 


Agreement was made out of court + Pp ‘ : ‘ 

bast week through Miss Brice’s law Of Commerce Hears of It h — hain Mec a eg Ray 

firm here, Spitz & Adcock, and lega! — a Lg : Pte —_ 

proceedings against 20th Century- et —— er eS eee 

Fox will be dropped at once. . Hollywood, Dec. 24 r : + treatehcior Bigjee ee ae ee 
Basis of the defamation suit was Darryl Zanuck hops from Cali- , 0% TesUlar vauce program. 

the flicker. ‘Rose of Washineton fornia to Florida for a.new tropical 


picture, ‘Miami,’ in music and Tech- | 
nicolor, starting Jan. 20, with Walter 
Lang as director. 

Leo Robin and Ralph Rainger are 


tory to her career and character. 
| writing the music and the Los An- 
geles Chamber of Commerce isn’t 


JESSEL’S PLANS 
doing a thing about it. 
Play for Dietrich, Musical for Gable- —_ | 
Gilbert—Own Tour | 


Flip McCoy to NBC 


George B. ‘Real’ McCoy, Broadway 
Street interviewer for the last 18 
months on WHOM, N. Y., goes to 
NEC to do a similar interview stints 
nightly over WEAF, N. Y. He goes 


L.A. to N. Y. 

Stephen Avery. 

Ivan Dmitri. e 

Jack Egan. 

Virginia Field. 

Lawrence W. Fox, Jr. 

Tay Garnett. } 

Ben Goetz. 

Mack Grey. 

Charles Hunt. 
| 
| 


Square,’ which the comedienne 
charged was injurious and defama- 














Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Marlene Dietrich is considering an 
offer from George Jessel to tour in 
‘The Goldfish,’ which served as a 
stage vehicle for Marjorie Rambeau. 
Jessel is also angling for Betty 
Grable and Billy Gilbert to go into 


Alva Johnston. 

Hall Johnson. 
Andrew Kerr. 

Andy Krappman. 
Ted Loeff. 

S. Van Wyck Mason. 


a New York musical he intends to on sustaining Monday through Fri- Burgess Meredith. | 

produce with the Shuberts. day at 11:30 p.m., his old time on};} Anna Neagle. | 
Jessel is spending the holidays here | WHOM, and will emanate his Broad- George Raft. 

and may tour with Irving Berlin. way interviews from various spots Stuart Robinson. | 

Jerome Kern and other songwriters on the main stem. Charles P. Skouras. 

in their projected ‘Support ASCAP Hes known for hig fresh, flip Wells Root 

campaign, ij comedy touches, )} Herbert. Wilcox. 


Weldy’s Ringling Job 


Max Weldy, the Parisian scenic | 


Arthur Schwartz, Irving Berlin,— 


| new musical, ‘Not Tonight, Josephine.’ 
| spiration borscht’—and because he does his best remembering there. 


Still to be ironed out, however, was | 





> 





Poon 


THE BERLE-ING POINT 


By Milton Berle 








+++ 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Christmas is a problem. The things we got from people last year, which 
we were going to give to people this year, are packed away in storage in 
New York. 

Jack Benny’s Christmas present to Rochester was.a can of anti-freeze for 
the Maxwell. Rochester said ‘Boss, that car won't run in the winter untii 
somebody invents a hot foot for automobiles.’ 

I got a Christmas card from Lana Turner—it’s the first envelope I saw 
steam itself open. 

Went to the Hollywood Auto Show again to see what the well-dressed 
pedestrian will dodge next year. 

Peovle in Hollywood drive as though they're going to be late for an 
accident. 

Broadway Dept. 

One of the Lindy boys writes that immediately after the Ken Overlin- 
Steve Belloise ‘battle,’ Emily Post asked Steve and Ken if they would 
write an article titled, ‘How to Fight Politely.’ 

Morey Amsterdam says he’s getting his bald-headed uncle a set of mili- 
tary sponges for Christmas. 

Two major events happened on Broadway last week. 
returned to show business by way of the Versailles—and my brother re- 


Mitzi Mayfair 


RETURN | turned two books to the 42d Street Library that he borrowed in 1907. 


Eddie Davis went to the Flagler Hotel in South Fallsburg to write his 
Eddie says he went there for ‘in- 


Just found out what a dramatic critic is—a kibitzer with a typewriter. 
Holly woodiana 

Had a conference yesterday with Darryl F. Zanuck—he finally gave in 
to my demands—he presented me with a 1941 calendar. 

Tip to exhibitors: In my picture, ‘Tall, Dark and Handsome,’ if the the- 
atre’s dark—I’m handsome. 

The makeup department at 20th Century-Fox made me look so young 
that I got an invitation to play jacks with Baby Sandy. 

Maxie Rosenbloom’s lovely wife is a vegetarian, but it’s going too far 
when you even marry a guy with a cauliflower ear. 

If a certain quickie producer didn’t sell Christmas cards to the people 
in his picture....he wouldn't be able to produce his epic. 

Played a benefit for a Xmas Fund. I followed so many actors that I 
felt like a loan company. 

Music Dept. 

Richard Himber was almost put out of Lindy’s last week. The way he 
sipped his soup it sounded like a BMI tune. 

Since Benny Goodman appeared as soloist with the New York Philhar- 
monic, Jimmy Durante is seriously consideriig singing ‘The Barber of 
Seville’ with the Metropolitan Opera Co. 

Harry Link has signed Nick Kenny to a Feist contract for another year, 


| thereby making the world safe for Patty Poems. 


Hangnail Descriptions 

George Raft: Trail of the Lonesome Pine...Judy Garland: Rose in 
Bloom...Lupe Velez: Chile con carne with curves...ASCAP-BMI: Slay- 
mates...Bette Davis: You've got me crying again...Spencer Tracy: Patents 
Pending. 

Radio Dept. 

Al Jolson is dickering to go on the air for Maxwell House. 
his left knee adjusted for frequency modulation. 

A certain radio comic’s Crossley is so low that he gets fan mail from 
Davy Jones’ locker. 

There was nearly a panic at NBC in New York last Saturday. A lady 
who wasn’t wearing an ermine wrap tried to get into a Toscanini broad- 
cast. 


He’s having 


Observation Dept. 

Nat Pendleton says he was always a Classy dresser. 
to school he wore a Stetson dunce cap. 

A quickie producer here invited some friends to his home. Some wanted 
to go swimming and as he had no pool he lit a match under the sprinkler 
system instead. 

Eavesdropped at Tropics: ‘They were married on Friday the 13th. 
had to blame it on something.’ 

Eavesdropped at the Swing Club: ‘There’s something I like about him— 
but he won't spend it.’ 

Some people out here drive like they own the road—when they don't 
even awn the 


Even when he went 
They 


Car. 
Afterpiece 
Here’s a line that I’ve seen elsewhere and 
A Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 


Ready Brit. Charity Pic, © QUENTIN REYNOLDS 
Rafters, for Jan. Start CREDITS HARRY WATT 


which I don’t mind lifting: 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. London, Dec. 5. 
‘Let the Rafters Ring,’ benefit pic- 


ture for American British Charities, 


Editor, VARIETY: 
Just a note from the land of milk 


goes into work early next month at | and honey to thank you for your 
RKO-Pathe studio in Culver City grand notice of our short [‘London 
under the banner of Charitable Pro- Can Take It,’ Warner Bros.]. There 


ductions, Inc. Film will be released | was one line in it asking or wonder- 


at cost by RKO, which is also ing who was ‘the unsung hero who 
financing the project. did the cutting, etc. I wish you 

Production will be handled by Sir could give him a plug. His name is 
Cedric Hardwicke, aided by an ad-|Harry Watt, the head of the GPO 
visory committee consisting of Al- unit which made the film. He has 
fred Hitchcock. Edmund Goulding, | done a lot of good documentary pic- 


Frank Lloyd, Victor Saville, Robert 
Stevenson and Herbert Wilcox. Cast 
will be made up of British players. 


tures, Front ine (story of Dover) 
etc., and he worked on Men of the 
Lightship. 
2 | Even here the guy gets no creait 
|for the picture. All I did was write 
N. , - to bes A. | the commentary and (under his di- 
Murray Alper. | rection) say it. He was the producer, 
Eddie (Rochester) director, went out and directed the 
Harry M. Baldwin. | Shooting (virtually none of it was 
Ed Beloin. | newsreel stuff), and then with his 
Jack Benny. |assistants, Humphrey Jennings and 
Edward Chodorov. Jack Lee, cut, edited, ete. We have 
Norman Corwin. ‘just finished another—a Christmas 
Phil Harris. film. Matter of fact haven't finished 
Mary Livingstone. it, but will within two weeks. It 
Groucho Marx will be the story of a ‘Blitz Christ- 
ai mas,’ and we may call it that. 


Anderson. 


Irving Mills. x : ‘ 
Bill Morrow Sorry I was in such a lousy pess!- 
IJ Murdock mistie mood when I wrote that last 


letter in Variety. I only get that 
way once a month, but I’d been out 
all night working and it was a noisy 


Walter Pidgeon. 
Don Wilson. 


Sane Sonar 5 night and I was feeling sorry for 
ARRIVALS myself. No reason for pessimism 
here. 
(At the Port of New York) With any luck I'll be seeing you 
William Shirer, Whitelaw Reid, around Xmas. 
Hugo Balzo. i Quent. 
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CANADIAN BAN HITS AMUS. 


THE SPIRIT THAT IS XMAS j ADIQAND MUSIC. | When He Said It, He Didn't Smile 














, — 


Variety extends heartiest Christmas greetings to all in and| 
out of the profession, 


The spirit of good will is something which show people, by 
the very nature of their activities, accept as the best and the 
first guide for success and happiness throughout the year, 








Jitterbugs, like elephants, apparently never forget. Last year Artie 
Shaw, in giving up his band, called the alligators names, among which 
| Was ‘morons’, 
Shaw’s making a return in Boris Morros's film, ‘Second Chorus,’ due 
| next at the Paramount, N. Y. Trailer for the picture, when Shaw’s 
face comes up, is being hissed. 








‘Dominion Embargo on Yank 
‘Luxury’ Items Takes in 











It is in the hearts of members of the theatrical profession 


. ry Py 
to be helpful and charitable to their own, and to aid countless Pt nan sy WPA Bands I Railroad Depots 


millions, ever in need of kindliness, understanding and help, 











over the hard and difficult places. 


The theatre is the mirror of the thoughts and actions of 
At this particular Christmas period world events 


mankind. 





i 


seem full of hate, material ambition, strife, warfare and ugli- | 
ness. Only in the reflection, held high over the meanness and | 
selfishness of human nature, are found the qualities of hope and | 
the promise of better things to come. 


Sacrifice, unselfishness and consideration in human affairs | gone taboo in Canada under the new 


outline, however faintly, the return to sanity and a victory for 


sides Radio Products and 
Musical Instruments 





AUTOS, MAGS TOO 





Detroit, Dec. 24. 
Everything from pulp magazines to 
radios, oysters to automobiles, has 


luxury ban. Just across the border 


Welcome Homecoming Xmas Crowds 


| 





A Story Either Way 





Hartford, Dec. 24. 


Maybe this gal did meet a tal- 
ent scout. And then again maybe 
she didn’t. 


Detroit, Dec. 24. 
Michigan found a new use for its 
WPA bands by stationing them in 
the railway depots here and in other 
cities to welcome Christmas home- 
comers and wish good will to depart- 


i saa a, | gage ue “i on St ae from here and many other U. S. At any rate, the following took ing guests. In addition WPA choral 
the finer spiritual qualities which give grace and dignity to |towns and cities the Canadians are place last Thursday (19) on groups were sent around to sing 
man. ° digging in for the duration of the curbstoner ‘Jack Lacey’s Curb . 





To members of the profession who 
lands. VARIETY extends greetings from a free and strong Amer- | 
To the ill and bewildered it sends a message of che 
It joins with the strong and vigorous within | wartime restrictions—downtown pic- 


ica, 
helpful sympathy. 


and 


| war with a governmental nix against 


aE ican ‘luxuries.’ It is designed 
are in distant and troubled | American ‘luxuries.’ It is designec 
| to keep at home an annual $72,000,- 


| 


our own country’s borders in re-dedicating itself to make our | 
homeland a better and finer place in which to live and work, 








BWAY STILL 


FROM SONGS TO SCRIPTS 


| Sammy Cahn Now Doing Scenario 
for Republic Pix 








000, at least. 
Already suffering from Canadian 





ture business here is catching only a 
tenth the patronage it formerly had 
from border city residents, while | 
niteries, etc., are also hit hard—the | 
new ban will move more extensively | 


| 


into the amusement field with its | 


| wide embargo against radio products, | 


musical instruments, radio-sold prod- 


Club’ over WNBC. Lacey picked 
out a comely looking lass from 
mob in front of Lerner store on 
Main street and started to ques- 
tion her as to name, occupation, 
blah, blah. 

Gal said she was from Bridge- 
port, visiting in city. In reply to 
Lacey’s question as to how long 
she would guest here, gal said 
she was leaving. Said she had 
been offered a _ five-year film 
contract. 


songs in the big city hotels and to 
serve as roving carolers in the smal- 
ler towns. 


There are 28 musical units in 
Michigan, employing 778 musicians, 
who in addition to the reception com- 
mittee work at the railroad stations 
played holiday engagements in 
schools, hospitals and public build- 
ings. 


BROADCASTERS PLEDGE 








| 
| |ucts, magazines and books, motion | Lacey—‘What studio?’ FILM CHARITY C0-0P 
“ a | pictures and cameras and other ‘non- | Gal—‘I don’t know; I just met 
on Sammy Cahn, _ songwriter, 18S | occentials.’ | the/fellow last night.’ 
turned film writer. He has begun 





Broadway is still hit-hungry. The | 


current holiday premiere card may 
unfold straight play successes, but of 
the three arrivals last week, none 
rang the bell. ‘Cue For Passion,’ 
however, rated best and may make 
the grade at the Royale, N. Y., a 
house reclaimed from radio. ‘Retreat 
to Pleasure,’ Belasco, and ‘The Old 
Foolishness,” Windsor, drew thumbs 


| work on the coast on the script of a 

| musical for Republic Pictures, tenta- 

| tively titled ‘You'll Get Rich.’ 

With his collaborator, Saul Chap- 
lin, Cahn has already turned out 

| three tunes for the film. One is the 


' stiff excise 


title song and the others are ‘Mother | 


Never Told Me Why’ and ‘I Love 
You More.’ 


AUTHORS INSIST ON 





EXAMINING S. R. KENT 





The cutting off of such luxuries is 
not the complete picture, for on top 
of this Canadians are going to face 
taxes on such prdoucts 
which are Canadian-made but still 
fall into the same non-essential cate- 
gory. For instance, the tax on auto- 


ufactured in Canada—goes up to 
20%, while on the higher-priced ma- 
chines it soars from 40 to 80%. The 
same kind of taxes, while 


mobiles under $900—even those man- | 


not as | 


high, have gone on Canadian-made | 


electrical appliances, which includes 








N. Y. GLOBE MAY 
REVERT T0 LEGIT 


o-_ ---—— 


Broadway report has it that the 
Globe theatre will possibly revert to 





Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 

Southern California broadcasters 
have pledged full cooperation with 
the motion picture {industry in its 
many charitable moves, following a 
luncheon presided over by Samuel 
Goldwyn. Harry Witt, president of 
Southern California Broadcasters 
Assn., formally accepted an invita- 
tion to the radio group to join the 
Hollywood Permanent Charities com- 
mittee, and sounded a plea for fullest 
support. 


Committe e rj i 
down. Abrupt eat an veer radios, phonographs and cameras. | legit. Known that B. G. De Sylva group will tee are porns 
latter, authored by Pau Tincent | —_—— . ‘didi 7 : 

® ; oroposed bidding for the property | meeting o br caster 
Carrol, after only two days, was Ban U. S. Sets in Canada en , siege, 4 sdealasigsincsncacapsai 


something of a shock. 

This week will unfold two revues, 
‘Meet the People,’ at the Mansfield, 
and ‘All in Fun,’ Majestic, and the 


: ig ees ‘adios and all importation of sets) he will be active in legit again next 
musical comedy, ‘Pal Joey,’ Barry- | 99th-Fox president had been re- radios and all portation of i fats ee bie ate eae Trade Mere ¥ 
more. Latter show figures a nat-| ; »y the court, which allowed prohibited on the govern.nent pre-| Season 1s anticipated and he is ex- | so be eee amee 
° 4c N 5 . c arte y » rn r ? ¥ alit 5 ‘ . f . ° | r IN " ° 
te sectes by the cours, wre’ nie mise that radios are non-essentials. | pected to seek a theatre of his own. ||| "POUNDED BY SIME SILVERMAN 
ural on the strength of its out-of-| the examination of W. C. Michel, Said Federal Finance Minister slot is , ||| Published Weekly by VARIETY, Ine. 
town showing. ‘Joey’ and ‘People’ | executive v.p. in Kent's place al edera inance Miunister Globe is controlled and operated 


are bowing in tonight (Christmas), 
with the latter sure to draw second- 
String reviewers. Competing debuts 





‘ e , 2ighbor 3¢ ) is | = || Annual.,..., $10 Foreign ......811 
are account for by the fact that | Poor Little Rich Girl,’ claiming the rhage pros eg: By Posey het yer inabitintlctniaalatig tenets 11] Sreseh cca 980 Peveten ss “eat | 
(Continued on page 53) | film to be a plagiarism of their story, | — 7 . st . a Woe i 36 C | 
: ae te ’| with or our total purchases from N y ? E ( f lie 120 ; 
sorens _— that Figg lei that country will be reduced. On| sve .2eal $ EV@'VUale | | Vol. 141 Ae No. 3 | 
| the answers to none oO yues ‘ mtd 5 aaa . ||} — 7 
VALLEE’S FILMUSICAL | they desired answered, and despite the contrary our imports will be | 


FOR UNIVERSAL CO. 














| Izola Forrester and Mann Page ap- 
| plied to N. Y. supreme court Mon- 
day (23) for the second time to ex- 
amine Sidney R. Kent before trial. 
Original application directed at the 


Plaintiffs, who are suing the film 
| company for an accounting of profits 
on the Shirley Temple starrer, ‘The 


'the unusualness of requesting the 
examination of a president of a com- 
pany in such a suit, they will press 








Toronto, Dec. 24. 
Latest wartime budget announced 
recently foresees a new 25% luxury 
tax slapped on Canadian owners of 


Ilsley: ‘I want to point out that while 
we are temporarily compelled to re- 
strict certain imports from our 


larger than ever before in our his- 
tory. 





@ 


| 


i 


some months ago, but any such deal 
appears to be off due to 
Sylva being occupied in Hollywood 
for the balance of the season. That 


now 


by Harry and William Brandt, who 


(Continued on page 14) 


Biz Looks Per Usual, 
But Maybe More So Now 


Ty } ’ 
JOTI, 
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present pictures at pop prices. House | | 





| ~ nr em = 





| Sid Silverman, 
1| 154 West 46th Street, New York, N. Y. 
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President 
| 
| 
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Merry Christmas 
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ajors Speed Action on British 
Coin: wi New Deal Up This Week 


= — + 


ceed lest Boston Blackie’s Return 


Gets Double Setback 





Hays office directors 
week to 


Britain frozen coin pact so eas the 


eight major companies could start 

receiving money from London in 

h next few weeks. With only i 

— = : . Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
one point still up in the air, that of 


how much Metro is to receive, the Double trouble foiled the slick 


directorate agreed to go ahead with | work of Chester Morris in 


the pact and work out the splil-up ‘turn of Boston Blackie’ on Coluta- 
he c anies later Metro : , 
among the companies later. Metré bia’s valley ranch. Morris was sent 


wants proportionately more than it | 
received on the British frozen money 
agreement ended last Oct. 31 while : : 
the other distributors fail to see it been planned in his absence. 
that way. There will be nothing more doing 
Indications this week are that the on the picture until Morris climbs 
U S. companies won't be able to re- | out of bed or the sun climbs out of 
turn a revised pact to London before | the clouds. 


the end of the year. Understood — 
several foreign sales chiefs won 
sign the finalized pact until ae a) M PHA S 1S ON 


know exactly much each com- 
pany is to receive. This is a new 
angle because on the first year’s 
agreement, division of the money 
Pulchritude, if nothing else, 
mark the Jimmy 
jukebox films. First of them to be 
jturned out in the east were made at 


was decided months after signing. 
This British frozen coin accord, see | 
|Fox-Movietone studios in Manhattan 
last week. Classy chassis that 


about $12,900,000, covering the 12- | 
couldn’t be supplied by the Screen 


month period starting Nov. 1 last, 

was the principal feature of discus- | 
Actors Guild were provided by the 
John Powers central casting agency. 


sion on the foreign situation before 
Included among the lensees were 


to bed by a doctor and the weather 
rained out exterior shots which had 





how 





last Wednesday's session of the Mo- 

tion Picture Producers & Distribu- 

tors Assn. directorate. Because net | 
all business slated to come before 

the directors could be taken up, the 
board recessed until Friday (27) 
morning. 

New Will Hays’ contract, effective 
next March 15, for five years, should 
be ready for presentation at this ad- 
journed session. Presence of Jo- 
seph I. Breen, head of the Hays of- 





will 


fice production code activity, in New +% ‘ . : si 
York is reported to be for the pur- age ee Brine eons bg 
pose of bringing pressure, via the a _— esol si ~~ ceil 
top executives of all major compa- cently eo no F ee 
nies, on respective production heads cover; Ann Staunton, whose phiz 


in an effort to keep the latter more sells ¢ hesterfields; Georgette Lind- 
closely in line with the spirit and say, who regularly poses for artist 
wording of the code. This was de- Hayden Hayden, and Angela Greene, 
nied at the Hays office but the move | who recently made i ea 
is purportedly part of the general chonsecene aa ° P gg go jae 
film clean up campaign begun during shail poniared aaaieee aN pol 
Hays’ recent visit to Hollywood after J é gS : ‘ 


new protests from the Legion of De- time. 

cency and other reform groups. Jitterbug specialty was provided 
Hays directorate heard a report of 'for the reel by Gene Berg and 

results achieved by the industry’s Miriam Franklin, making their 

participation in the November Red | initial appearance as a team. Berg's 


This |a skater in ‘It Happened on Ice’ at 
showed that the short, produced by | the Center, N.Y., while Miss Frank- 
Warner Bros., with the aid of East- | lin terps in ‘Panama Hattie." As 
man Kodak, Du Pont Film Mfg. and | soon as he’s taught her to skate well 
Consolidated Films, went into 7,500 | enough, Berg explained, they are go- 


Cross annual roll call drive. 


theatres during the campaign and | !ng to be married, 
that 5,500 prints were released. The Films were made by Arthur Leon- 


subsequent individual city Red Cross |ard and Dick Hyland under contract 


campaigns are expected to mean to Roosevelt. Their introduction to 
some 2,600 additional playdates. the producer was unusual. They 

Attending the directors meeting | were making a ‘Hobby Lobby’ short 
were Barney Balaban, Jack Cohn, | featurihg Mrs. F.D.R. when son 
Ed Hatrick, Will Hays, Major Fred- | Jimmy came around to watch. The 
erick Herron, Joseph H. Hazen, W. | pact was virtually in their pockets 


C. Michel, Charles D. Prutzman, 
George J. Schaefer, Nicholas M. | 
Schenck and Murray Silverstone, 

| Brooklyn, has more recently been in 


METRO’S STATEMENT : | 
NOT "TIL AFTER ST pictite.’ Pocomania’ Hyland was 


southern exploitation and publicity 
manager for WB until about six 
months ago. 


from then on. 


Leonard, the director, who was 
}one of Gus Edwards’ kids long be- 
fore he moved up to casting chief at 
| Warners’ Vitagraph Studios in 


Metro's sinbeal stabesienl. 
the fiscal 


covering 
year ended last Aug. 31, 


which usually is due out about this| Eight subjects filmed last week 
time of the year, probably will not will make one reel. They feature 
be ready until after Jan. 1, according the bands of Ray Kinney, Will Brad- 
to Wall Street information. Slow- | !ey and Vincent Lopez. 

ness in getting reports in from for- — 

eign countries, especially Europe, is 

— held responsible fcr this Lodge’s Dual Preem 
elay. 


. John Lodge’s new British picture 
Company report for the fiscal year E 


is expected to show net profit slight- Pirate wed _ thing” we bent 5 

ly in excess of $4.70 per common = _— iegereso Jan. 6, the ae ass 

share, as against $5.37 in the pre- _ se actor oe Night of 

vious year. Love,’ Shubert musical, in New 
| York. 

Lodge is a comedian in the stage 


show and a tough 
mander in the film. 


U Films ‘Gang Busters’ 


cargo ship com- 





‘The Re- | 


| Fourth 


Roosevelt-Mills | 





Tiffin at Tiffany’s 





By WM. KERRY HALLIGAN 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
new card game has hit the Bev- 


erly bistro of boniface Dave Chasen 
and the lads who were wont to 
play nine holes before the day's 


stint began are now buying alarm 
clocks to avoid missing the studio's | 
10 a.m. deadline. They call the time | 
killer ‘Gin-Rhummy.’ Why the gin 
I don’t know. The only gin I like 


Time's Man of the Year, and Saroyan's 


Curtsy io W.C. Fields’ Mahatma Jeeves 


is oxa gin a pun my word of honor. | 


I sat in*the maison de luxe of the 


| Hollywood haute monde last even- 


ing and watched the dapper Eddie 
Collins and the Steinmetz of the 
Estate, Master Sidney Skol- 
sky, play a few hands of the new 
fad. A few hands is right—from 
9 till 4 ayem. At the next table Ray 
Bolger and a party of four had two 
games going. At the next Booth 
{four people had started a friendly 
' game but wound up playing bridge 


You go to Chasen’s and order 
broiled pompano, alligator’ pear 
salad and a deck of bicycle cards. 


The place was probably the best res- 
taurant West of the Picos but now 
it looks like the Friars’ third floor 
on a Saturday afternoon; only in 
|place of Bill Morris, Walter Kelly, 
|Sam Bernard and Jake Rosenthal 
we have Billy, Grady, Sy Bartlett 
Bryan Foy and John Chapman. 
| Chasen sits around kibitzing and 
| wishing they would all go home. 
Dave is up at the crack of dawn 
in order to be the first one at the 





¢-Man Who Authored WB 


‘Nazi Spy’ to Be Examed 


Katherine a who is 
Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc., for $75,- 
000 alleged libel in ‘Confessions of a 
Nazi Spy,’ filed a notice of examina- 
tion before trial Monday (23) in| 
N. Y. federal court stating she in- 
tends to quiz Leon G. Turrou on 
Jan. 2. Turrou, formerly of the FBI, 
wrote the original story. 

Plaintiff claims 


portrayed and libeled her. 


NAT LTHEAT 
— $60,000 BONUS: 
OTHERS T00 


Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 








farmers’ market in order that Nor- | 


man Taurog and Alfred Hitchcock, 
two of Hollywood’s best trencher- 
men, will be satisfied with the best 
|legumes from the gardens of the 
Sons of the Rising Sun. Twenty 
hours a day is a long hitch,- but it 
don’t bother Chasen. Application to 
the job made the place famous, if 
laurel wreaths from Quentin Rey- 
nolds, drawings by Thurber plus an 
orchid or two from Winchell are 
any criterion. 

Dave opened the place three years 
ago as a sparerib sanitarium, but 
today it looks more like the Colony 
in Manhattan. I go there whenever 
| the exchequer allows, and I always 
felt that there was something miss- 


ing. I just found out what it was 
last night. Ripley or not I have 
never heard anyone laugh in the 


joint; everyone acts as if they were 
making a test. Maybe they are at 
| that, or it could be maybe they are 
thinking of the check. 

A lot of Gotham’s best hot grocery 

joints would give their right eye for 
Dave’s list of patrons. On a quiet 
| November night not so long ago I 
saw Arturo Toscanini, Jack Warner. 
Marlene Dietrich, Nick Dandolas, the 
Smyrna samaritan, John Ford, Spen- 
cer Tracy, Robert Taylor, Barbara 
Stanwyck, Jack Benny, Burns and 
Allen and Gene Fowler, all dining 
in separate booths with not an auto- 
graph hound in sight. 
in some of the best restaurants in 
the world: William the Conqueror, 
at Dives-sur-Mer; Montaigne Trai- 
tures in Paris; 
Bauer’s in Berlin; the Ritz-Palast in 
Budapest, and Thompson’s Spa in 
Boston, and I have to give the Cross 
of Saint Falstaff to the little man 
who was Joe Cook’s jester in the 
good old days when Joe was cooking 
chile for the gang on the stages 
around the country after the cus- 
| tomers had gone home. I can make 
}a skillet say ‘uncle’ myself, but I 
haven't got a skillet—so it’s either 
Chasen’s for dinner or a cold snack 
at home. I love to sit by the fire 
these brisk winter evenings and curl 
up with a good cook. 


Hogan’s Arlen Series 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Picture Corp. of America 
rowed James Hogan from Param 
to direct ‘Power Dive,’ first of a se- 
ries of three Richard Arlen starrers. 
Production starts Jan. 22 for Para- 
'mount release, 


bor- 





Sally wood. Dec. 24. 


Universal bought 


Metro’s. screen! 0 
rights to the radio serial, ‘Gang t er ews ertaning {0 ictures 
Busters’. 

Kilocycle drama is intended as a! rnin 
cliffhanger, to be produced by Henry CUDA Ss GECTEE GZIONSION. coccccccsevesesssscedces oé0esdteseuvbOne ae 
MacRae for Universal’s 1941-42 pro-|]| Harley delays trip........... ccc ccsecceeecees 660$4600s 065608 RO 50 
gram. |] Mex film producers ask ouster........cceceeceeees socccrveccs- Page 14 
icant ataaaicinmniaca || Crosby’s ‘Ballad’ despite ASCAP.............0ce0. bec 0esseseeee ae 
° SM a ee Lae, Chadd os Wis SiR eis eae 4 0'e ERY OS CATR aE bE Roden Page 25 
$1,000,000 Claim nN NNN OMNES bic y Gire v ate gis i ck b Siwia hve he Rg ROG WIESE Page 32 

Los Angeles, Dec. 24. || Radio Reviews: ‘Corn Is Green, ‘Charlie and Jessie,’ Janet 

George Miller, writer, filed suit for DEY eke use ney ton anak ck69665 beet esaeaneesS “Page 38 
$1,000,000 against Paramount in Su-/] Metro signing with ASCAP........ peepnenceeeuwe Pret 
perior Court charging plagiarism. | Ken Murray reopens Mpls. house..... canduesuw Pe 
Action accuses the studio of lifting | Pere DEE ON BURGAEE. 6 oc ckkvwi vescrcccveseiecs oeoeneeeceenseeee ae 
his original story, ‘Down Went Mc- ey Se ME ss cc ndendeee suse new netsseneweeneees Page 50 
Ginty,’ to make the picture, ‘The New Btevens Ttituteé sOundls oo. isc cicccccccce cess cesecs dese Page 50 





Great McGinty.’ i 








I have been | 


The Ivy in London; | 


fall earning 


10ount | 


| Grainger, 
| inaugurated years ago by 


Bonus checks totalling in excess 
of $60,000 were handed out to Na- 
tional Theatres and Fox-West Coast 
(subsid) employees in keeping with 
chain’s annual holiday custom. 
Checks totalling $24,321.94 were 
passed out last weekend to 1,227 Na- 
tional Theatre employes in all op- 
erating divisions west of Chicago. 

In addition, F-WC circuit largess 
amounted to around $40,000, dis- 
tributed to theatre and home office 
employees of California and Ari- 
zona. Outlay represented annual 
Christmas bonus, circuit awards in 
annual business drive and commis- 
sions to theatre workers for anuual 
sale of good will tickets, which were 
honored as admissions up to and in- 
cluding Christmas Eve. 

F-WC circuit last 
into effect a junior general 
sion for all of its Southern California 
and Arizona houses, representing a 
savings in some instances of 50% 
over established boxoffice prices. 
These tickets are purchasable by 
juves 12 to 16 years of age and effect 
a savings as high as 25¢ each for 
admission to Los Angeles first run 
houses. 

The Paramount theatre, opposition 
to Loew’s State, F-WC downtown 
acer, put the junior admish scale into | 
effeet also on Saturday (28), feeling 
that reduced fare at the house was 
necessary if opposish theatre posted 
such a scale, 

Par and WB Melons 

Paramount and Warner’ Bros 
joined Loew’s and United Artists in 
the distribution of Xmas bonuses. 

Par paid the equivalent of a week’s 
salary up to $50 but also gave $50 to 


Length of service did not figure. 

At Warner Bros. employes of the 
home office got up to a maximum of 
$25, this amount being paid also to 
all getting between $25 and $100 
weekly. 

Separate bonuses worked out for 
the entire country by 
distribution and theatre departments 


between $50 and $65. | horrified by the grossness and stu- 


the Warner control in the presence of maddening 


rf’ 
. 4 


suing | | how you would reject anybody, 


} 





| did not produce a hero. 
9 six or seven men who had failed at 





By WILLIAM SAROYAN 


San Francisco, Dec. 24. 

I’m not sure whom Time mag has 
| selected as The Man of the Year, or 
| why anybody should want to be, or 
but 
whomever Time has selected, it was 
a mistake. It was no year to cite 
anybody for anything. It would have 
| been a good deal more pertinent and 
entertaining to discover who was not 
the Man of the Year. 

On my own I gave this matter 
| Steady thought during the greater 


part played by | part of the month of December and 
Lya Lys in the Warner Bros. picture | failed to reach a decision. 


There 
The vear 
I considered 


just wasn’t any such man. 


| various large-scale undertakings, but 


| 


|/somebody I didn’t seé. 





| thinking 


they weren’t right, because every 
one of them was in there crying. I 
had to compromise and select The 
Man Who Uttered the Most Signifi- 
cant, the Most Delightful, the Most 
Historic, and the Most Honest Re- 
mark of the Year. I don’t know his 
name, but after three hours of quiet 
drinking he got down from his stool, 
walked to the swinging doors, went 
through them, came back, looked at 
everybody closely, and said: ‘Nuts 
to yez, one and all.’ 

Runner-up to this hero of 1940 was 
He was in the 
audience at a sophisticated movie in 
which two very good-looking people, 
one male and the other female, spent 
a lot of time near a beautiful bed 
saying witty and uninteresting things. 
In a courteous, loud voice this man 
said: ‘Come on, come on, get busy 
or get the hell out of that bedroom— 
give us sex or entertainment, but 
not that chit-chat.’ And sure enough 
the people in the movie left the bed- 
room, while the people in the audi- 
ence applauded the critic. 

Scenario Writer of the Year 

Thinking along these lines, I got to 
about outstanding people 


| who are not quite as anonymous as 


ithese boys; 
weekend put 
admis- | 


'for W. C. 


| coincidence, Jeeves also 
ibe W. C. Fields. 


and for my 
Scenario Writer of the 
named Mahatma Kane 
man knows 


money the 
Year is a man 
Jeeves. This 
how to write, especially 
Fields. From now on no- 
body else should try to write sce- 
narios for W. C. Fields. By a curious 
happens to 
The name of the 


| picture Mr. Jeeves (or Mahatma) has 


| 


| sort on the 


jas possible 


| written is ‘The Bank Dick.’ The idea 
lof the scenario is that if you happen 
to stagger into the theatre and sit 
down it’s going to be funny. It’s a 
good idea and it is funny. 

It’s about a large fellow named 
Souse—there’s an accent of some 
‘e’—getting along in the 
yorld and dropping in at a bar 
named The Black Pussy Cat as often 
He’s a man who has &a 
way with a bottle. He’s a very good 
man. He’s patient and only wants to 
get away. He finds comfort and dig- 
nity in standing at a bar near a bot- 
tle. He’s cooperative, too, and s0 


pidity of everybody around him that 
nothing they do or say, however cor- 
rupt or unholy, can amaze him. The 
shock is so great that he doesn't 


| bother to express it. 


The outward bulging of his frame 


| has come to pass from years of inner 


which varied according to many fac- | 


tors, such as Sales quotas, etc. 
Metro’s Foreign 
Arthur Loew, 


eign 


Department Extra 
head of Metro’s for- 
department, again 
Ziving a special bonus of one week’s 
salary to each employee in the N. Y. 
iffice making $100 or less per week. 
This bonus is his personal gift, as it 


a 


this year is 


has been in recent years. The bonus 
to foreign department home office 
employes does not prevent these 


Metro workers from receiving the 
bonus declared for all home office 
employees in certain salary brackets. 
Shea Circuit Bonus 

Shea circuit, covering part of the 
New England territory and midwest 
cities, gave a week’s salary as a 
Christmas bonus to all employes. 
Circuit, which is headed by E. C 
is carrying out the policy 
the late 


M. A. Shea in voting the bonus. 





Shorties Stir at RKO 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Shorts production resumes Jan. 3 


|}at RKO with two briefies siated to 


| 


| 
{ 


go into work under Harry D’Arcy’s 

direction and Lou Brock’s produc- 

tion supervision. 
Starring in the 


| Leon Errol and Ray Whitley. 


circumstances, 
surrounded by actual 


so that now he is well 


material be- 


} longing to himself, and secure at the 
core of this companionable and pro- 
tective substance. In retaliation for 
the murderous rudeness of a daugh- 
ter of eight he will lift a 30-pound 
potted plant and get ready to throw 


it gently and 
courtesy to a young oaf 


it, but instead will hand 
with great 


| who has just been introduced to him 


| Jeeves has written for Mr. 


by his older daughter, who is ob- 
viously in love with the oaf. 
Ideal Alter Ego 

Nobody but Mahatma Kane Jeeves 

could write such suitable material 

for W. C. Fields. Everything Mr. 

Fields 


|is perfect except a sort of experi- 


|mental bit of business 





two-reelers are | 


|put his hat on his head, 
| his cane instead, 


involving a 
cane and a hat which is repeated 
two or three times. Souse goes to 
puts it on 
begins to go, dis- 
covers that the act of putting hat 
on head has been frustrated, inves- 
tigates the matter, discovers the 
error and corrects it. It’s all right. 


/It’s funny, but it’s not as funny as 


anything else in the picture, and all 
the other things are very funny. 
You go in there to the picture 
theatre at five minutes past eight 
because that’s when this picture 
starts and you start laughing at the 
(Continued on page 14) 





—~_— 














~~ — 





Wednesday, December 25, 1940 


VARIETY 


PICTURES 3 





RKO'S SIMPLIFIC 





UA’s VALUE TO THE BIZ 


It is a matter of very deep concern to motion picture exhibit- 
ors, both affiliated and independent, that the current readjust- 
ment of management, sales-force and policy of United Artists 
Corp. shall result in a constructive program, consistent with 
changed industry conditions. UA for more than 20 years has 
occupied a unique and highly important place in the film busi- 
ness, 








The principles on which it was formed to provide expert and 
showmanly handling of individual pictures, in contrast to pro- 
gram selling by its major competitors, have been repeatedly 
justified by the encouragement it has given to independent pro- 
duction, 


+ 








Organizers of UA were Mary Pickford, the late Douglas. 


Fairbanks, Charles Chaplin and D. W. Griffith. Of the four, 


only Chaplin continues as an occasional contributor of a film 


for distribution. 


Samuel Goldwyn and Alexander Korda also 
are producer-owners, although the former has limited his pro- 
duction activities during the past year to a single film, ‘The 
Westerner,’ and his future plans hinge upon the outcome of 


the legal action he has instituted to sever his connection from 


the company. 


United Artists provides an efficient and one of the few chan- 
nels for film distribution to meet the requirements otf the show- 


man-entrepreneur—the producer, actor or director who ts will- 
ing (and able) to match his wits and purse against the strongly 
intrenched major companies with their almost unlimited studio 
resources, their domestic and foreign exchanges, and_ their 
affiliated theatre circuits. 

At first glance the odds for success would appear against the 
individual and in favor of the integrated operations. It is a 
David versus Goliath struggle, and the UA producers have been 
tossing the pebbles with marked success for a score of years. 


—_——__—_. 


In the absence of sufficient numbers of films from its member- 
y9roducers to carry the overhead of the selling organization, 
United Artists for some years has invited outside independent 
units to use its distribution facilities. 


It is reported that some of the producers affiliated with 
are dissatisfied with the film rentals of their pictures, 
putting pressure on the sales force to step up receipts 
may be acts of omission or commission which justify the criti 
cism, but the trade at large has come to evaluate the 
draw of UA product as residing primarily in th 


here 


b NX iflice 


Other distributors have been more successful with mediocre 


films than UA. It functions best only when the pictures it di 
tributes are unique and outstanding, of int < p 


values. With product of that type the re 
other selling organization through the years 
salesmen, 

With the new selling regulations under the consent decree 


1 1 ‘ ’ 


limiting group sales to blocks of five pictures, the long estab- 
lished policy of individual handling would seem to give an 
edge to UA, which has fought blockbooking since 1t was organ 
ized, 


On the other hand, the present management might trace som 
of its current difficulties to a modification of its policy + 
vidual selling which became eftective several years ago 
necessity of conforming in part to general mdu try ‘tiiods 
was forced by the tightening playdate situ 

United Artists long ago justified its place in t 
as a dominant influence for the production of 
The organization always has had to do t 
usually in direct challenge to routine It ha ! | 
When the resistance has been strongest. 

There is no reason to believe that t! ae i 
right solution to the current internal difficulties. A couple of 


smash pictures from its producers would be the best antidote 
for the temporary attack of indigestion. 


Ce 


HOLDEN BALKS AGAIN, | NIAGARA FALLS POOL 
SUSPENDED BY COL. 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. Buffalo. Dec. 24 
For refusing to play the male lead 


Hayman’s 2 in Product Alignment 


With Shea-Par 


fn Columbia’s ‘Texas,’ William Hol- Ps. pail M = wel B ene 
den has been suspended by two stu- C —— vo an a 1 ? oe . ea- 
a : ag : oO she: Jaramount-Metro. a of 
dios. Both Columbia and Para- tre of Shea oe 


: Kiiacore . fail 
mount share his contract. Niagara Falls, 


H } mnder marating : eement 
It is the second offense for the UNGEr oOperaune api ¢ 
actor, who scrammed ‘I Wanted ing next ten 
Wings’ at Paramount until his salary Deal sews up the 
Was adjusted. tuation. 


OVER 175 UN 


D BANK At 





ak 





Radio-Keith-Orpheum Struc- 
ture Just Grew and Grew 


as New Properties 


Added 


—_—_—_— 


SAVE ON TAXES, 


- ——_—_ 


Were. 


ETC. 


Major task to be undertaken by 
RKO fiscal experts during 1941 is to 
begin untangling one of the most 
complicated corporate setups. in 
American financial history. Included 


jin the setup, under control of the 


major holding company, Radio-Keith- 
Orpheum Corp., are more than 175 
other companies and more than 200 
separate bank accounts. 

An RKO exec who was brought in 
shortly after the start of bank- 
ruptcy proceedings more than seven 
years ago, because of his wide ex- 
perience in handling financial mazes, 
told Variety recently: ‘Nothing I re- 


call has ever equalled 


this 


except 


a few of the utility holding company 
setups of the good old boom days.’ 


Present RKO execs are al 


ixious to 


iget down to a simplification of the 


| complicated 
! balked in 


but 
past 


mess, 


the and 


have 


been 


are still 


being stymied by a number of fac- 


One of these has 1 
siege in the bankruptcy cour 
handle a simplification fror 
has prevented officials wt 
necessity of getting the c 
operating normally after 
much thoucht to it 


tors 


Many Leaseholds 

Another factor i 
ber of and 
which must be allowed to 1 


before the 


leases contrac 
course 


made them ean be 


A third 


bickering among the numero 


larger comp nic 


companies 
absorbed 


yeen the 
ts, which 
n giving 
10 could 
ympanie 


the long 


that a large num- 


‘ts exist 
‘un their 
which 
into 
facto1 


us finan- 


cial interests involved as to how a 
reorg is to be accomplished. Some 
preliminary plans which had been 
vorked out have already caused fric- 
tion. However, tax saving vh 
can be made, as well as economie 

the extensive accou ng tem 
now required, make mplification 
a } i] move i 1 € O Come 
a € re I y take 
five ye r lor 

Maste p! it 
i 1 i r 
pre fiscal en »f e con 

ul Out e co yrate cor! Iting 
firn will 1 be bro t i 
iStor! ry tu SO 
involved it é il eal to 
ica t Pr the detail 
In i azeé ire } 1 ¢ pa € 

i OC ated co da ( it liar 
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Blow Me Down 
Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Shooting a hurricane on the 
wing in Technicolor is the ‘sim- 
ple’ task assigned to Dewey 
Wrigley, cameraman, by Cecil B. 
DeMille, producer of the Para- 
mount picture, ‘Reap the Wild 
Wind.’ 
All Wrigley has to do is sit in 
a concfete dugout on the Florida 
shore and wait. Paramount has 
no hurricanes under contract. 








IST M-G GROUP 
OF 5 READY 
BY JULY 


—_—- 











Metro expects to have its first 
package of five pictures made up for 
screening and sale in July for de- 
livery on the 1941-42 season starting 
Sept. 1 in accordance with the con- 
sent decree. Other companies are 
similarly hoping to have at least one 
ready two to three months 
ahead of the beginning of the new 
season, 


group 


William F. Rodgers, general sales 
manager of Metro, points out that 
the distributors will have to feel 


their way as they go along under 
the consent and cannot estimate at 
this time how many additional sales- 
men may be required. The question 


» 9 | 
of whether exchange bookers will 
have to be increased is another that 
can’t be answered now. Some dis- | 


tributor sources do not think bookers 
will have to be added. 


Metro recently created a new cen- 


tral division for a total of three, | 
naming E. K. (Ted) O’Shea to head 
it, and also added new districts, plu 
realigning members of its sales force 


todgers states O’Shea will make his 
headquarters at the home office, not 
at Chicago, the same as Ed Saunde1 
and Tom Connors, the other tw 


ision managers, 


' 
O dil- 


BOB BASSLER MAY GET 


UNDERWOOD’S N.Y. POST 
. 7 
Robert Bassler, of 20th-Fox’s Coast 
ry department, is being mentioned 
as probable successor to F klyn 
Underwood as eastern story edito1 
for the company Underwood died 
Sunday (22). Bassler is understood 
» have the job cinche if he want 
it, but has in the past preferred Hol- 
vood to New Y 
Bassler is now a tant to Julian 
j ) st 110 é { 
erly a } 
, e g 
‘ 2 +} f ¢ 
A the ir ¢ ( ce 
f exte eB } Bas- 
f er prese } ( 


Tone’s 10 for U 


Holly 
Tone inked a 


Dec. 24 


10-picture 


VoOood 


Franchot 


deal at Universal, calling for two 
films annually for five year 
Currently Tone is playing opnpo- 
ane 


te Deanna Durbin in ‘Nice Girl’ on 
the same lot. 


Romero Tops ‘Dance’ 
Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Top spot in ‘I Won't Dance’ on the 
20th-Fox lot goes to Cesar Romero, 
who has the hottest insteps in Holl: 
1. <Any gal who h: I 
th Cesar simply hasn’ : 
I Ostre p f 
one : a t p 
Uv ne Westu 0a lot 


| work... They are understood 


Indies the Chief Losers in RKO 
Move to Cut to 40 Pix for 1941-42 


Independent producers distributing 
through RKO will be principal 


|losers through the slash in quantity 
of product to be released by the come 


;pany next season. RKO will dis- 
jtribute only about 40 pictures in 
1941-42, George J. Schaefer dis- 


| closed. Deliveries this year will be 45 


to 48 out of the 53 promised at the 
sales convention, RKO prez said. 

Cut in quantity of product will be 
only one in a series of widespread 
production and distribution changes 
forced on the company by the con- 
sent decree, Schaefer revealed on his 
return to New York from lengthy 
confabs with studio heads 

Of the 40 films to be made, RKO 
chieftain asserted, 35 will be turned 
out on the lot and only five or six by 
indies. Promised from independent 
sources on the 1940-41 slate were 
18 or more films and most of them 
will be delivered. 

Only indie who will surely 
with the company, Schaefer 
will be Herbert Wilcox. He 
closer association with the studio 
than the usual independent through 
financing by the company. ~ Defi- 


stay 
said, 
has 


| nitely out are Towne and Baker, who 


this season contributed ‘Little Men’ 
and have ‘How to Meet a Man’ in 
nego- 
tiating with United Artists. Gordon- 
Goetz unit also is finished, Schaefer 
said, unless they dig up the coin to 


; 


produce ‘American Way.’ 
Negotiating Release Pacts 
Schaefer disclosed that he is nego- 
tiating release contracts with a 
number of other indie producers who 
(Continued on page 50) 


Third Acad dated 
For Writers; Art Tints 
Also Call for Oscar 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Two additional Oscars have been 
placed on the list of awards to be 
: ; 


the Acad- 


ane ] ‘ +} 2A 1 
anaedq ou hl y ir DY 


emy of Motion Picture Art and 
Sciences. One is for writers and the 
other art directors 
New writer award makes three 
separate trophies for the _ screen 
es, It { e best < il 
scree p tne i yr 4 ¢ of 
e ¢ f the Jie 
2] t I é ( ening 
awa are fe eS wv O igi a 1O- 
tion picture t and for the best 
written re idapted f 7 
D K Or ) 
I sf ) ¢ [ t llrectio D 
ta Pog ture f ed 
R ‘ mm ittee de ed that the 
tre en iu ] ) la « OL t Li 
rate € i Cog YY A a 
from these A C i f hono ! 
be awarded in the e cla i 
t , ; | + e 


HECHT-KORDA (UA) 
PIC DEAL STILL PENDS 


Negi ( f f 
er es by B I t 
f r I i 
Unite I 
he ! awaite f 1 
Korda on certair ts of the deal, 
he ey f 
F ild be made a Coast 
lot. it is 1 erstood, Ww) Lee Garmes 
a t r Hecht directi F t 
hI d to be budgeted at ars d 
¢ f 18) nd mentione dD i= 
eC) » Leo Snitz ho is indirectly 
associated with Paramount as ate 
ti € f Balaban & Katz. and John 
Hertz, Ji son of the member of 
P d 
Se!wyn’s M-G Chore 
~eWY 
H y' d. DB 24 
P tion f ‘She Take the 
W ir been 
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AAA Realizes Need for Unusual 
Care in Picking Film Arbitrators; 
Biz Can't Stand for ‘Grouches 





With much more than the ordi-| suit against the majors brought a 


nary care to be exercised in the decree with the Big Five (Para- 
choice of arbitrators who will serve! mount, Warners, 20th, RKO and 
in film cases under the consent de-| Metro), is being kept closely in- 


cree, it is promised in American formed of all moves made by the 


Arbitration Assn. circles that there: AAA and latter is finding the D. | 


is no doubt but that the panels, when of J. very cooperative, it is stated. 
finally set up, will top those for any | Arbitration Journal, quarterly 
other industry using arbitration. As- house organ of the AAA, will be de- 
sociation has been in existence 14 voted in an_ issue around Jan. 15 
vears and for the many industries it entirely to the consent decree and 
serves has a national panel of over, the film industry coming under it. 
7,000 arbiters. ie will a — — os 
, . 4 pree 4 the consent and will probably be 
e gy = an uae a ae made available to exhibitors or oth- 
alibe : é opiga noe eg 
film panels and taking every pre- — Pre he so co igs Ric 
“aution to safeguard itself from any | tr — vo ee eee wo tee 
ution than the average issue which 


complaints from picture people ge Ree 
against the quality of the men ge ong Sn nen hy hoy + i 
sitting on cases, the AAA has a : ye . + Wi 


ff at » woing over names write one article bearing on his in- 
Satge HO Ot Were Eons ; troduction of the Government suit 
that have already been submitted. 


; | which resulted in the consent, while 
The qualifications for the alm | another will be written by Nat 
panels are said to be the strictest in Golden. head of the pleture division 


the history of the AAA. A new) o¢ th, Dept. of Commerce in Wash- 
wrinkle is understood to be a de- 7) 4j) 0 ; . 
termination on the part of the asso- “© Mvers Gives Exhib Slant 
ciation to not only look aay a An executive of one of the five 
the business and educational back-' aistribution companies, not selected, 
ground of arbiters, but also = will write from the sales side, while 
check y them from a psychologica Abram F. Myers, general counsel of 
point of view. Allied States Assn., will do an arti- 
Thus, it is reported temperament cle on the exhib slant. Still others 
is going to play a very vital part iN will be an article by either Lucius 
the selection of panels. A qualifying R Eastman, chairman of the AAA, 
point that is assertedly being or Paul Felix Warburg, chairman of 
checked with care is whether or not the film administrative committee, 
an arbiter under ie rey ~ a| concerning the workings of the arbi- 
good listener or not. If a type who’s tration system that will figure. 
in the ‘grouch’ class, lacks a lot of, Prof. Walton Hamilton, of the 
patience, is in the habit of making Yale School of Law, who is an ad- 
hasty decisions, or is not also on the yiser to the Dept. of Justice, will 
polite side, then the film panel will) discuss the nature of the consent 
be closed to him. Also, the AAA is decree, its meaning, aims, etc. 
said to be importantly concerned The Arbitration Journal is edited 
with whether an arbiter to be placed by George Little of the AAA. 
on a picture panel is there more for Requiring more space, the AAA 
the money he will get in fees than has leased an entire floor in the U. 
for the honor of being appointed. |S. Rubber Bldg. in Radio City and 


‘Local Public Service’ will move in the end of January. 
, A total of four or five rooms for 
Preparing to set up a moderate wiitretian bestia wil te in- 


scale of fees for arbiters hearing | 
cases, with $50 a day a probable 
rarity, the AAA is also said to be 
considering the possibility of Mo vechien Veeder is chairman, if a 

; ; = : present at the Bar Association 
‘ , , > + y -™ . 
wah peor oy ae eee oe ss Bldg., but will also come into some 
cisions such as } g X- ee : s 

: s ortion of Radi ity. 

hibitor’s desire to cancel a picture P os p Ree Pisees a pos in all 
on racial, religious or other grounds fields has necessitated the need for 


accel to his community OF double the present space the AAA 
patronage. 


cluded, among them a room as the 
New York tribunal on film cases. 


has at 40th street. 
In connection with patience and 
politeness of arbiters on _ picture tila tata 
cases, an angle is that it’s very im-| 4 


portant that arbiters prove good! + 
listeners because of the nature of z 
the film business, the many com-| 4 


and the chances that every exhib 
filing a case will have plenty on his 
chest to get rid of. stemming from it figured most in the 

It is not known how many arbiters| 10 best newsreel stories of 1940. 
will be appointed for the 31 different | Compilation was made from a sum- 
panels except that there will be a mary of newsreel programs, from 
minimum of 310, or 10 to each zone.| VAriery’s own reviews and informa- 


The need for a greater number will tion secured from different news- 
be determined by the number of reels. 
cases which have to be heard and Arthur Menken’s personalized 


whether or not, for the first year of 
the consent at least, complaints pile 
up to the point where much larger 


story of the Allied retreat from 
Norway, with the attack by bombers 
on ihe fleeing fleet and transports, 


panels will be required. Since it Jed the list. Paramount rele. 
became known that arbiter fees’ stressing Menken’s coverage, since 
would be held down severely by | th 


cameraman was a. staff 


the AAA, the number of applications member, led the others though rival 


from those wishing to serve have reels had much the same footage 
sreatly cce . 

greatly lessened Second best newsreel yarn was on 

No Selections Yet he collapse of ‘Leaping Lena,’ 

' , , facom: la “idg Jniversal) 

No selections have been made as Tacoma, Wash., bridge (Universal). 


neste i “0 , a 
yet. pending the crosschecking that The reels aren't able to grab news 
ic being made at AAA headquarters i” the making often which made 
of prospects submitted, including by ‘!5 Stando it. Naval battle of Oran, 


~ as rit! > »+j c ) tho 
J. Noble Braden. executive secre- With destruction of most of the 


tary. who has already gathered a list French flleet (Movietone), grabbed 
of names from 21 different exchange third spot on the 1940 list. Fox 
kevs that he has covered. Braden mewsreel story was compiled from 


French government clips. 

Bombing of Elverum and battle of 
Narvik, both part of the Norwegian 
campaign, wound up fourth as done 
by Paramount, This newsreel had 
an exclusive on the complete bomb- 
ing of the Norway town by the 
Nazis because photographer Menken 


is remaining in New York over 
Christmas but will probably leave 
next week on a trip to cover addi- 
tional cities to gather data, discuss 
office space, leases, office managers, 
etc. All references are being mi- 
nutely investigated. 

Yet to cover are Boston, Albany, 
New Haven, Buffalo, Philadelphia, 
Washington, Charlotte, Atlanta, New 
Orleans and Memphis. Braden is 


Dartmouth-Cornell football 
copped fifth place, because motion 


The Appeals Board, of which Van | 





10 Best Newsreel Stories of 190 


. at ¢ _ . ade| * + 
plaints that are expected to be Made 94444 44444464646466464664666666446666466664666446646464646466. 


The European conflict and yarns | 


was on the job. Photo-finish of the | 
game 
bad | 


claimed to have received much co- 
operation among business men, edu- 
cators, bar associations, etc., in the 
cities he has covered, with al] in- 
dications sceming to point to a 
stronzer movement in the direction | 


| 


of arbitration. He has also been 
imnorescsed by the caliber of men 
willing to serve as arbitrators. 

The NDenartment of Justice. whose 


pictures actually decided the score, 
a reversal] from the original which 
hed Cornell winning. News of Day 
rated top yarn, with films actually 
being made by Dartmouth. 
Tearjerker 

Pathe’s story of British child refu- 
gees talking from N. Y. to their 
parents in London via National 
Broadcasting Co. studio was classed 


Can’t Get Lit 





Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 
Fifth Avenue theatre, $135,000 
film house that never opened, 
moved into its second year of 
| darkness. Built a little more than 
a year ago by Southside Theatres 
in Inglewood, just outside the 
L. A. city limits, the Fifth Ave. 
as never been able to secure 
adequate film product. The only 
pictures available for the spot 
are last run in the city of Ingle- 
wood. 
Meanwhile depreciation, taxes 
| and other expenses are piling up 
| without a cent of revenue. 











Lawson’s Delay And 
| Minister Role Stall 





Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Casting difficulties caused 20th- 
Fox to defer the start of ‘How Green 
Was My Valley’ to Jan. 6, and may 
result in further postponements. One 
reason is the European war which 
may delay the arrival of Wilfred 
Lawson, British thesp, who recently 
appeared in ‘The Long Voyage 
Home’ and returned to England to 
| join the Royal Air Force. Another 
worry is that of the minister role, 
for which William Wyler, director, 
tested 27 Hollywood actors and 
is still unsatisfied. 


has 


Picture is one of the most expen- 
sive on the Westwood schedule. 





Studio Contracts 














Hollywood, Dec. 24. 


Warners took up Kurt Bernhardt’s 
director option for another year. 
Joan Perry drew player ticket at 


Warners. 

20th-Fox handed Col 
a new two-year 
relations head. 

Jack Carson inked an actor pact at 
Warners. 

Stanley Clements signed to a 
minor contract at 20th-Fox. 

Tom Tyler drew Republic contract 
for serial. 

20th-Fox signed Sheldon 
to player deal. 
| Earl Baldwin penned writer con- 
tract at Metro. 
| Universal signed Billy Halop to a 
four-picture deal. 


Jason S. Joy 
contract as public 


Leonard 


Metro renewed its moppet pact 
with William Thomas. 

Loew-Lewin closed a deal with 
Columbia for Glenn Ford in three 


} more pictures. 


4494444444464 444444446 


sd 


a 


the tearjerker of the year for No. 6 


honors. Reelection of President 
Roosevelt for a third term (Pathe) 
was listed seventh place winner. 
First interview with Wendell L. 
Willkie, before even being seriously 
considered as G.O.P. presidential 


nominee, a Paramount 
landed in eighth position. 


exclusive, 


he fepublican convention in 
Philadelphia, because of its sur- 
‘prises, intense race for nomination 
and naming of a former Democrat 
and dark horse (News of Day) was 
ninth in listings. The Allied evac- 
lation from Dunkirk, France (Uni- 
versal) rates 10th best Higher rat- 
ing probably would have been given 
if there had not been such a long 
delay before the material reached 
the U. S 
Outstanding newsreel development 
was the amount of duplicate caver- 
age secured by American reels, 


nearly all having full stories on such 
big news events as the Republican 
convention, the Presidential 
the Norwegian campaign, retreat 
from Dunkirk and Tacoma bridge 
| collapse. Result was that picking 
the best stories depended largely on 
|how the newsreel clips were edited 
| and handled in New York. Often 
this was reflected by whether or not 
'their stories were used in the lead- 
ing newsreel houses of Manhattan. 


race, 


Arthur Menken had his own clips 
!on the Norwegian campaign but 


| when shipped through Great Britain, 
|the British government rated them 
such good Allied propatanda that it 
gave them to all newsreels. Fact 
|that Menken was a 
|pher and consecuently Paramount 


|}could personalize t>2 c”’ ve Par 
the ec”e in copp:ng puce, even 
thourh other reels had much the 


ame maierial. 


Of People and Places 


By THE SKIRT 





The best dressed woman of the week: 
MARY MARTIN 
‘Love Thy Neighbor’ 
Paramount Theatre 











Mary Martin’s Wardrobe 
‘Love Thy Neighbor’ has finally reached the Paramount theatre, and 
what it lacks in story makes up in production. It is pretty difficult to 
write a story for Jack Benny and Fred Allen. Much better might be a 
revue. The sets for the most part, in Florida, are very beautiful, the 


| hotel] suites unbelievably so. Mary Martin has a wardrobe to be proud of. 
| There is a gown of solid crystals beautifully draped and worn with an 


Start of “Green Valiey’ 


| black background. 


| 


| of flowers and puffed sleeve bodice. 


ermine coat. An embroidered batiste is made over a black taffeta founda- 
tion. There is a sports costume of white worn with a dark blouse studded 
with stars. Very unusual is a suit combining leopard and cloth. The front 
of the coat as well as the sleeves are of the fur. A pillbox hat and muff 
are also of the fur. Miss Martin wears one of the new marabou house- 
coats. The well-known fur coat worn with nothing underneath is mink. 

Verree Teasdale shows some very lovely clothes. Black velvet is a 
hostess gown and a dinner gown is of chiffon with the bodice in squares 
of sequins. A plain cloth dress has fur cuffs. A wistaria print is on a 
There is a show going on in the picture, it seemed, 
but incidental. The small chorus wears glittering gowns and does some 
intricate dancing. 

Tommy Dorsey and his band is the stage attraction and have as soloist 
a small miss named Connie Hayes. Her dress is a long gray affair with 
green velvet blouse. 


Christmas at the Music Hall 

The stage show at Radio City Music Hall theatre is all important this 
week. At rise of curtain the outside of a cathedral is seen. From the in- 
terior comes strain of ‘Silent Night’ and then ‘First Noel.’ The doors open 
and from the church the congregation dressed in old-fashioned costumes 
silently wends its way homeward. Coming down from the ceiling a 
tableau of the Nativity with the Star of Bethlehem descends and faintly 
fades away. A Disney Cartoon js then injected, and the next number is 
‘The Old Woman Who Lived in a Shoe.’ The many girls are nicely dressed 
in short costumes of purple and pale blue with white under dressing, 
Santa’s Workshop shows Marionettes in a new manner. The Glee Club 
sings a song called ‘It Looks Like Red, White and Blue Christmas’ and the 
Rockettes are dressed accordingly. 

The picture ‘No, No, Nanette,’ is dullish with Anna Neagle starred. Miss 
Neagle wears some pretty frocks, some very simple full skirts with bolero 
bodices. One fluffy evening frock with full skirt trimmed with bunches 
Helen Broderick’s clothes are of the 
slim type with much lame as to material. Tamara’s draped for the most 
part in cloth of gold and looked too comical in black tights. Eve Arden 
does her bit in many pheasant feathers. 


Gal from Audience Strips 

The Gaiety theatre with its condensed burlesque show runs its perenn’:] 
course. Seven small girls open proceedings in short pink ruffled skirts and 
satin bodices and silver slippers. The taller girls, also seven in number, are 
almost nude with loin cloths and trains with berthas around the shoulders. 
Again the smaller girls are in red trunks and short bodices with full- 
ruffled sleeves. Silver plays an important part in one number with the 
girls in the same style costume, long scarfs hanging from their shoulders. 
Blue trunks and bras have full sleeves. For the girls’ change of costumes 
the comedians occupy the stage with skits. Some funny, al] blue. 
highlight of these burlesque shows are, of course, the strips. This show 
includes four disrobers. Charmaine, the star, is a tall blonde, very good- 
looking and a figure the envy of any woman. White crepe draped the 
figure from the waist down while the top is an elaborate bra. She strips 
down to nature. 

June Taylor comes from the audience in a tailored costume of black 
trimmed in jet, large hat and fox furs. She strips to tiny black lace undies. 
Patricia Joyce wears dress of silver sequin over Alice blue satin. She 
ends up with only the front and back panels. ‘Marcia,’ a petite blonde, is 
an old-fashioned girl in a full-skirted dress of pink chiffon edged with 
black. She gets down to a bit of fringe. Eddie Kaplan, Looney Lewis, 
Richard Dana and Chet Atland took charge of the dialogue. 


The 


‘Retreat to Pleasure’ No Pleasure 
‘Retreat to Pleasure’ opened at the Belasco theatre last Tuesday night. 
It is a long talky affair, not getting anywhere. In two 
best Oenslager style the players do the best they can. Helen 
into a darkened room in a black fur coat, high-crowned hat, 
which is a black 


sets done in the 
Ford comes 
underneath 
velvet. Very amusing is this actress, 
especially as she kicks off her slippers, and finally in one shod foot does 
a wooden soldier walk. Her last act dress is a smoky pink with matching 
hat. 


dress banded in 


Edith Atwater, the lead, appears first in a beaver coat over a raspberry 
colored dress. The switch to Florida finds this miss in good-looking yellow 
and white pajamas. A gray dress is combined with chartreuse. T' e gown 

: beautifully draped over the green underskirt. A long gray cape is also 
lined with the green. White divided skirt is edged with silver and had a 
wide belt. Florence Sundstrom is amusing as a lady of the evening, and 
makes her first appearance in a pale fur jacket and tricky hat. 
dress has a white blouse combined with a print skirt. An 
is of pale blue organdie. 


A sport 

evening dress 

Dorothy Patten wears a frilly green gown with 

sleeves elaborately embroidered, and yellow slacks are worn with wedgies. 
Marilyn Barry Writes a Play 

A sn group of players calling then 

ate at The Master Institute theatre at 310 


elves The Berkeley Players ope! 
é Riverside Drive. First effort 
a play called ‘The Lady Was a Latin,’ written by Marilyn Barry, wife of 


the Paramount executive. It wouldn't be surprising if the play finds a 
berth on Broadway. The plot revolves around a ballroom dancer, his wife 
and a slinky South American dancer. Mary Farrell plays the wife, Ade- 
laide Duke the dancer, Robert Godey the husband. Others in the « 


are Betty MacCormac, Peter 
Miss Barry, called 


Preses and Frederich Buch. 
before the curtain at the conclusion of the play, was 
very brave in her description of hcw almost impossible it is to have a 
play read. The Berkeley Players will try to alter this situation. The 
program carried a long list of patrons, including George Abbott, Ne'l As- 
pew, Irving Berlin, Major Bowes, Mrs. George Washington Cavanaugh, 
Georse Cohan, Cecil B. DeMille, Arlene Francis, Helen Gahagan, Stanton 
Griffis, Dorothy Hall, Boyd Hatch, George Jessel, Al Jolson, Madge Ken- 
nedy, Estelle Liebling, Earl I. McClintock, Helen Menken, Fred Metzler, 
Leon Netter, Harold Orlob, Lou Pollak, E. V. Richards, Albert Richard, 
James Roosevelt, George J. Schaefer, Lee Shubert, Oscar Serlin, A. F. 
Victor and Adolph Zukor. 
At The Woman Pays Club 

The Woman Pays Club held its meet:ng at the Warwick last Tue day 
at luncheon. Blanche Gaines presided and the guests of honor were 
Alice Duer Miller and Robert Smith of the Times. * 

Mrs. Miller read some exiracts from her now famous book, ‘The White 


| Cliffs of Dover,’ and Mr. Smith was enthusiastic with his assertions that 


staff photogra- 


the China Seas were much more important to us than we seem to realize. 

Among the gals present were Florence Leslie, Jessie Sleight, Helen 
Hoerle, Marie Royale, Sylvia Golden, Adele G. Nathan, Lillian Day, whose 
book, ‘The Younrest Profession,’ has just been published; Alma Talley, 
Mrs. Sigmond Spaeth, Maud Hart Lovelace, Rita Halle, Ruth Lagner ana 
Billy Marks. 
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20th Anni of U.S. Army Picture 


Service; Emphasize Shows for Morale 





Establishment of many more Army 
motion picture houses—considered 
an extremely important factor in 
maintaining morale of the armed 
forces—is planned by the Army Mo- 
tion Picture Service. 

Service, which will celebrate 
20th anniversary on Jan. 2, 





its 
an- 


7% 





| 


} 
| 


nounced last week that films will be | 


exhibited at ‘new and_ enlarged’ 
‘New men entering the army quite 


likely will find that the shows 


vv 


Washington, Dec. 24. | French Firm Would Exam 


U in Suit Vs. Dietrich 


Application was made to N. Y. su- 
preme court yesterday (Tues.) by 
Forrester -Parant Productions, of 


Paris, to examine Peyton Gibson, 
secretary of Universal Pictures 
| Corp., before trial, in connection 


with Forrester’s suit against Mar- 


. ; lene Dietrich. A warrant of attach- 
camps and at small isolated posts. | 


being exhibited by the camp theatre | 
are those they already have seen,’ | 


it was explained, ‘but this will prove 
only a temporary inconvenience.’ 
Preliminary financing of the thea- 


tre project will be done by the Mo- | 
tion Picture Service, pending con- | 
struction and equipment of new the- | 


atres out of funds appropriated by 
Congress. 


Southwest Active 
Fort Sam Houston, Tex., Dec. 24. 
R. J. Potter, for many years booker 


for Jefferson Amusement Co., will 
assist W. E. Christ, district mana- 
ger of the southern division of the 


U. S. Motion Picture Service, in a 
similar capacity. 

With the recent addition of 12 new 
army camps in this area the total be- 
ing serviced by the Crisp office in 
Dallas is 26 camps. On the 
an additional 13 camps will soon be 
opened and they too will be serviced 
out of the Crisp office. 

Up Capacity for Troops 
Vancouver, B. C., Dec. 24 
Strand, Nanaimo, B. C., will up 
capacity to 600 to accomodate in- 
biz due to concentration of 

training. 

Scheme of Vernon, 
Club in cooperation with Famous 
Players’ Capitol to provide Sunday 
afternoon entertainment for soldiers 


creased 
roops in 


B. C., Rotary 


was nixed by the Lord’s Day Al- 
liance Act. 
3d House for Soldiers 
Mineral Wells, Texas, Dec. 24. 

Resort Amus. Co. has let a con- 
tract for a third house hereabouts. 
Building is due to the troops of sol- 
diers who will have their encamp- 
ments near here. 

FE. L. Fawks owner of the Ritz, 
Graford, to start building new 260- 
Seat house here within next several 
weeks, 


War Doubles Theatre Size 
Lynchburg, Dec. 24. 

Construction of a munitions plant 
at Radford, Va., is responsible for 
plans to more than double size of 
State theatre there. House now seat- 
ing 400 will have a capacity of 850 
When alterations are completed 
soon after first of year. 


Hollywood, Dec 24 
20th-Fox handed writing jobs to 
four scribes, chief of which is ‘Lucky 
Baldwin.’ to by 
C. Gardine} , 
Othe 


be screenplayed 
Sullivan 

writers and their stories 
Horace McCoy on ‘Song and Dance 
Man,’ Robert Carson on ‘The Band 
Played On,’ and Sam Engel on ‘Pri- 
vate Nurse.’ 


are 


CHANGE FEMMES ON ‘BILLY’ 
Hollywood, Dec. 24 


Mary Howard takes over the 
@ay y ] . , Tt ’ - + 
iemme lead in Metro’s ‘Billy the 
Kid,’ replacing Maureen O'Sullivan, 


who is in Canada with her husband, 


John Farrow, former director and 
how an officer in the Royal Ca- 
nadian Navy. 

Picture is on location at Flag- 


staff, Ariz. 





Par’s Miami Beach Opening 
Miami Beach, Dec. 24. 

Paramount's new Beach theatre o: 
Lincoln road will be  formalls 
opened Xmas day with ‘Love Thy 
Neighbor’ and Tommy Tucker’s band 
Pacing the stage bill. 

According to George Hoover, city 
manager for Par, show 
Beach playhouse will parallel that 
of the New York Paramount. 


Coast ! 


ment has been issued on the actress’ 
N. Y. property by the court, but 
Universal, to whom she is under 
contract, states that it has no money 
or property belonging to her in 
N. Y. 

Action claims breach of employ- 
ment contract, and states that the 
actress backed down on a_ deal 
whereby she was to make a film in 


7% 
vv ee ee 


BEING WARNET Early ‘41 Start Slated at Paramount, 
4 Pix Get the Gun; Pre-Xmas Heavy 


’% 
. 


UNDER DECREE 


Sharpshooting and ‘Side Ar- 
rangements’ With Exhibs 
Now Doubly Dangerous 
Since Distribs Can Be 
Fined Under Arbitration 








STRICT WATCH 








Film salesmen are beginning to re- 
ceive instructions concerning the 
new method of selling to go into ef- 
fect next summer in taking orders 
on the 1941-42 product and it’s ex- 
pected that there will be a constant 
follow-up between now and then, 


| France for the plaintiff. Amount | together with meetings to set all 
|; sought is $98,450. 





Joe Philipson 
Leaving Cooper 
For Par Distrib 


Joe Philipson, for many years in 
charge of film buying and financial 
matters for the J. H. Cooper inter- 
ests at the Paramount home office, is 
joining the Par distribution depart- 
ment in an executive capacity under 
Neil F. Agnew after the first of the 
year. The exact nature of the post 
has not been worked out but bears, 
it is understood, on the need for 
added manpower in connection with 
selling under the consent decree. 

At the same time, Cooper himself, 
who is associated with Par in theatre 
operations in Nebraska, Colorado and 


| Oklahoma, will assume active charge 


of film buying and will spend several 


months a year in Oklahoma City, 
though retaining his eastern resi- 


dence 

Cooper is president of Standard 
Theatres Corp., the Oklahoma com- 
pany, and will be in more active 
charge of operations in that state, but 


also directing interests in Nebraska 
and Colorado. W. C. Lewellen, for- 
merly in Lincoln, has been in Okla- 


a month now and will re- 
in charge of 


homa City 
main there permanently 


the downtown first-run houses, 
while F. M. Swigar will be over the 
nabes and subsequent runs. There 


are nine houses in O. C 

Coincident with the resignation of 
Philipson and his appointment to the 
Par distribution department, Leon 
Savell, now at the h.o., will take over 


all accounting for Cooper and make 
headquarters at Lincoln. He is pres- 
ently spending Christmas in Atlanta, 


ovel 
cir- 


where he was for several years 
, 


accounting for the Kincey-Wilby 
cuit 


Mono to Distribute 
Texas Documentary Pic 


a CUT 
be distri- 
buted nationally by Monogram as re- 
sult of the agreement signed last 
week by Karl Hoblitzelle, acting 
chairman of the Texas World's Fair 


‘Cavalcade of Texas a 


F . n Technicolor. will 
lary in ecinni 1O1 Will 


Commission, and John L. Franconi, 
Dallas sales manager for Mono. 
Picture was produced under the 


supervision of James A. Fitzpatrick, 
travelog expert of Metro. He sent 
a crew to Texas to shoot pertinent 
scenes in Dallas, Fort Worth, El 
Paso, Houston and San Antonio, as 
well as in the ou fields, sulphur 
coastal and range land 

was exhibited at the N. Y 


mesas, 


Film 


/and San Francisco World's Fairs this 
| past summer. 


policy of | 


Although going out on general re- 
lease, the 17-millimeter rights are 
retained by the Texas Fair Commis- 
sion. 


the boys straight. Many are not en- 
tirely clear on the consent decree 
and arbitration, nor are immediate 
superiors such as branch managers 
so ‘well up’ on the provisions of the 
agreement. 

Reported that instructions to sales- 
men also include a stern warning 





| the 


that they will be held accountable 


‘for their actions in dealing with ex- 


hibitors when it comes time to sell 
the 1941-42 product in blocks-of-five, 
or less. Intimation is that any 
salesman who makes grievous mis- 
takes in representing the companies 
for which they are working, causing 
trouble under arbitration and pos- 
sible fines, is going to have to answer 
for it 


2) 
— 


Close Check 

The distributors, it is noted, are 
going to be very careful not to lay 
themselves open to difficulties under 
consent decree in the form of 
complaints against them from exhi- 
bitors demanding arbitration, and 
will invite inquiries from any mem- 


ber of the sales forces when doubt 


arises as to what steps should be 
taken. Expected there will be a 
close check at all times with the 


sellers to see that they do not nego- 
tiate the wrong deals or in the 
wrong way, let alone overstep in 
making promises that can’t be de- 
livered 

During the past year, in fact, it 
has been learned there has been 
some tightening up in this direction, 
with distribution heads cautioning 
salesmen that sharpshooting will not 
be tolerated from any of their num- 
ber, and that no contracts are to be 
written which yntain all 


do not c 


representations made to the exhib- 
itor 

Many salesmen have had a habit 
of making private understandings 
with their accounts, with result that 
when the exhibitor finds out the 
h.o. neither knows anything about 
such agreements nor refuses to live 


up to promises of the salesmen, 
there is trouble. The desire to avoid 
strained relations with exhibs is 


aside from the consent decree be- 
cause of over-enthusiasm on the part 
of a salesman or. so-called ‘side 
agreements,’ but under the new 
Gover: ent-AAA-regulated ystem 
f selling, there are other danger 
and ilesn greate 
lites 

Unde arbitratior listributor 

ay be ed » to $500 per case 
yvnere ations are { suc : nal 
acter tnat bitrat elieve pe ,]- 
tle I be ie eda I é 1 
however, that su fine vil] t be 
imposed except where the cases are 
flagrant or where violations have 
occurred too many times. Distribs 
thus will have to depend a good 
deal on their salesmen in their de- 
sire to live up to the letter of the 
consent, averting fines as well as the 


trouble and cost of complaint pro- 
ceedings 





John Auer Megs ‘Citadel’ 


Holly ws Dec. 24 


gets the director chore 


0d, 

John Auer 
ion Republic’s high-budget picture 
‘Citadel of Crime,’ to be produced 
i Schaefer's 


under Armand super- 
vision, 
Scripting is being done by Isabel 


i Dawn. 


+ 








Dick Foran’s Reply 





Trenton, Dec. 24. 

New Jersey’s Acting Governor, 
Arthur F. Foran, notified his 
film actor-son, Dick Foran, that 
he was substituting for Gov. 
Moore for a day or two by ap- 
pointing the Hollywood player a 
‘colonel of cavalry and chief of 
staff.. Gov. Foran, in facetious 
vein, wired his son on the Coast 
during the course of exercising 
his functions of Chief Executive 
and received the following reply: 

‘Appreciate receiving message 
and gratefully acknowledge ap- 
pointment, but I wanna be a cap- 
tain.’ 

Gov. Moore spent a few days 
out of the state, and Foran, as 
Senate President, became acting 
governor. 











New Vichy Law 
Puts U.S.’ French 





Wonted: Men to become presidents 
of film companies. Must be willing 
to travel. Apply at home office of 
any major distributor. 

Ads like the 
gags for long. U.S 


may not be 
distribs are ac- 


above 





Subsids on Spot 


tually on a hunt for likely presidents } 


of their French subsidiaries as result 
of a recent decree handed down by 
Marshal Petain. It has sent present 
heads of the French companies, who 
mostly are American employees 
serving in a straw-man capacity, into 
a scramble to resign. 

Decree demands 


two things of 


presidents of French companies: (1) 
They must personally manage and 


| supervise the firm, and (2) they will 
be held personally responsible for 
any debts of their companies. 

United Artists is a case in 
President of its French subsid, Les 
Artistes Associes, is Paul O'Brien, 


who has never been closer to Paree 


point 


than the French Line pier at 54th 
street and the Hudson river. He's a 
member of UA’s counsel, O’Brien, 


Driscoll & Raftery. He’s resigning as 
head of Les Artistes as soon as a suc- 
cessor can be found. UA is still 
fairly the 
portion of France, although it is 
to export 


Petain decree was passed Sept. 18 


loing 


good biz in unoccupied 
able 


no coin, 


and was to take effect three month 
later, which would have been last 
Wednesday. Postponement has been 


American 


ew presi- 


tranted, however, while 


companies are locating n 
dents 
O'Brien has discovered 


a particul: 


that he’s in 


rly bad po even if he 


ht f ’ 
ur P ( ep Ol 


‘ADULTS ONLY’ OK IN 
CHI FOR ‘MERRY WIVES’ 


Wives,’ Czech film, 
nally banned by the Chicago censors, 


‘Merry origi- 


has been finally okayed following a 
re-screening and will open in the 
World Playhouse here next month 
under an ‘adults only’ permit. 

Edgar Lloyd, American distribu- | 
tor for the flicker, returned to New 
York last week after setting final 
deais on the film. Picture also had 
difficulty with New York censors 


and is still under a morals ban by 
the Maryland State Board of Censors 

Phil Phillips, Fox-West Coast pub- 
licity chief, off to Honolulu on va- 
} Cation, 





Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Steady flow of employment at 
Paramount for the first three months 
of 1941 is assured by the schedule 
laid out by Y. Frank Freeman, with 
14 pictures slated to face the lenses 
before the end of March. Idea is to 
Stabilize work among studio lab- 
orers, artisans and technicians of all 
kinds. 

First of the 14 to start is ‘One 
Night in Lisbon,’ rolling Friday (27). 
Three more, ‘Skylark,’ ‘Caught in the 
Draft’ and ‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye,’ 
get the gun in January. February 
schedule calls for five starts, ‘Hold 
Back the Dawn,’ ‘Pioneer Woman,’ 
‘Aloma of the South Seas,’ ‘College 
Mystery’ and ‘Two Bad Angels.’ 
Five more, ‘Dildo Cay,’ ‘Nothing But 
the Truth,’ ‘Birth of the Blues,’ 
‘Henry and Dizzy’ and ‘Tonight Is 
Ours,’ start in March. 

Two features rolled yesterday 
(Mon.) at Metro, ‘Andy Hardy's 
Private Secretary’ and ‘The Trial of 
Mary Dugan.’ George Seitz is di- 
recting the Hardy serial and Nor- 
man McLeod is piloting the remake. 
‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde’ faces the 
cameras Jan. 2, and ‘Lady Be Good’ 
goes into work Jan. 15. 

Four features are currently shoot- 
ing at Republic, including ‘Petticoat 
Politics,’ ‘Arkansas Judge,’ ‘Captain 
Marvel’ and ‘Ridin’ on a Rainbow,’ 
and 31 writers are working on stor- 
ies to be produced within the next 
few months. Yarns are ‘Rookies 
Roost,’ ‘Babes on Broadway,’ ‘Alibi 
at Midnight,’ ‘County Fair,’ ‘The Old 


Grey Mare,’ ‘Citadel of Crime,’ ‘Sis 
Hopkins,’ ‘Jungle Girl,’ ‘The Lady 


from New Orleans,’ ‘Mr, District At- 
torney,’ ‘Sheriff of Tombstone,’ ‘Ne- 
vada City,’ ‘The Great Train Rob- 
bery,’ a Three Mesquiteers tale and 
a Higgins Family feature. 
Pre-Christmas activity throughout 
the studios was the greatest in years. 
Warners led the list with seven pic- 
tures in production and other plants 
handed fat pay checks to employees. 
Extra were so plentiful that 
Central Casting was swamped, a 
condition rare at this time of year. 


calls 


$1,000,000 Writedown 
Qn ‘Pinocchio’ by Walt 
Disney; $1,259,798 Loss 


Walt Disney Productions’ first an- 
nual report showed a net loss of 
$1,259,798 for the fiscal year ended 
last Sept. 28, claiming that the deficit 
was due chiefly to the difruption of 
foreign markets. Operating loss of 
$259,798 was shown, plus a write- 
down of $1,000,000 in the inventory 


value of ‘Pinocchio.’ These two items 


added together made the total net 
loss for the year ' 
In contrast, the company showed 


a net profit of $1,250,130 in the year 
ended Sept. 30, 1939 
Effect of the European war on 
ympar affaly brought this com- 
ment from Walt Disney, president: 
‘It has beer possible to effect an 
orderly release of company’s pic- 
+ e tne countrie at war, 
and in many countries it has been 
npossible to effect any release what- 
soever. In fact. in most of the terri- 


tories dominated by the Axis powers 
the release of American pictures has 
been forbidden.’ 


Col. Borrows Withers, 


Cooper, Reed for ‘June’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 24 
Columbia borrowed Jane Withers 
from 20th-Fox and Jackie Cooper 
from Paramount to co-star in ‘June 
Mad,’ a youth story slated to roll 
Feb. 3 It is the first time Miss 
Withers has ever been loaned out. 


Director 


rowed from 


Ted Reed, 


Paramount, 


also bor- 
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Wisc, Theatremen See Partial Relief 
From State on Giveaway Taxation 


o 
| 





Milwaukee, Dec. 24. 


Theatre ops who went to the state 
Capital in Madison, Wis., to protest 
against the proposed levy of addi- | 
tional income taxes on their intake | 
from 1934 to 1939, failed to get any 
definite or immediate action, Elmer 
Barlow, head of the State Tax Dept., | 
taking the matter under advisement. | 
However, the showmen say it was | 
indicated they might expect partial | 
relief at least as a result of their | 
plea. 

The tax officials in a recent ruling 
disallowed the deduction from in- | 
comes of moneys paid out as Bank 
Night, Hollywood, Screeno and like | 
prizes, although the showmen cited 
attorney general's opinion they were 
within the law at the time they were 
running these business stimulators. 
Estimate now is that even if the state 
went through with the collection 
plan its total take would be less than 
$100,000. 











| 
Special Bingo Parlor | 
Syracuse, Dec. 24. 
Morris and Mitchell Fitzer, vet 
Syracuse theatre operators, have ac- 
quired four-story Elks Temple now 
being remodelled as a_ recreation 
center. Fitzers plan installation of 
bowling alleys on top two floors, res- 
taurant on first floor, and remodelling 
of large auditorium on second floor 
for ‘theatrical’ purposes. For the 
time being the latter means use for 
bingo game to be operated in con- 
junction with Rivoli, also owned by 
the Fitzers. 
Town has 





slowly been 


| of the same. 
| included Clyde R. Lathrop of Broc- 


of hand a short time ago, with result 
going | that he got a kickback from news- 





MRS. LALLY RECOVERS 
122 THEATRE SHARES 


Buffalo, Dec. 24. 

Grace M. Lally, as executrix of the 
estate of Henry P. Lally of Dunkirk, 
was awarded recovery of 122 shares 
of stock of the State theatre, Dun- 
kirk, Inc., of Dunkirk, N. Y., in 
supreme court here this week. The 
decision recites that Lally was to re- 


/ceive a majority of the stock of the 
| theatre from the co-defendant, Mrs. 


Catherine Wilson, under an agree- 


ment which she refused to perform | 


and that she and other defendants 
conspired to deprive Lally’s Estate 
The other defendants 


ton, Charmon W. Lathrop and Burt 
F. Gibbs, cf New Jersey. 
Besides ordering restoration of the 


| stock, the court held that the plain- 


tiff was entitled to more than $10,000 
in dividends thereon. 


Mgr.’s Risque Switch 
On Film Title Burns Up 


Col. and Newspapers 








Pittsburgh, Dec. 24. 
Salesmanship of Mannie Green- 
wald, young manager of downtown 
Barry theatre here, got a little out 


whacky on bingo, with prizes steadi- | papers and also a warning from film 


ly mounting and operators reported 
doing okay. Fitzers now offer $2,000 
cash weekly, plus two cars, matching 
Al Gilbert’s program at the combined 
Riviera-Brighton theatre bingo. 
Third outfit has been offering $2,500 
weekly and two cars at State Fair 
Coliseum, getting around any kinks 
in the law by scheduling a dance and 
entertainment and offering the bingo 
‘free.’ 





Quiz Show Under Fire 


Lincoln, Dec. 24. 

Recourse to Nebraska’s anti-lottery 
Jaw was taken by County Attorney 
Max Towle last week. He filed in 
municipal court against the Nebraska 
theatre, city manager R. W. Huffman 
of the Lincoln Theatres Corp., and 
Gene Shanahan, the house manager. 
He said it was a thin attempt to edge 
around the gift principles ruled out 
in the bank night crackdown several 


years ago that prompted the theatre | 


to start a quiz, with grocery prizes, 
called ‘Abner Askit’s Basket.” The 
‘Abner’ stunt had been proving itself 
a valuable Thursday night hypo. 

' The opposition Varsity, until a few 
weeks @2go, had a radio quiz show 
originating in the theatre, and hard 
cash was paid off for queries 
answered, passes to those who missed. 
This gag never bothered, as- 
sumption being that giving of passes 
to all those who missed questions, as 
well as the prizes to the winners, 
covered it okay. ‘Abner’ misses went 
without ducats, which provided the 
element of chance. 


was 





RKO PUB-AD H.0. IN 
N.Y. MOVES NEXT MO. 


Realignment of the RKO publicity- 
advertising headquarters, contem- 
plated for the last two months, has 
been set with actual move scheduled 
for some time in January. Film 
company ad-publicity and exploita- 
tion will be established on the 10th 
floor. Presently it is on the 12th 
floor along with the RKO theatre 
publicity-ad department. 

Shift is being made to keep film 
company and theatre staffs together. 
Other changes will be made in carry- 
ing out this idea. 


Sad Holiday 


Seattle, Dec. 24. 

Mike Newman, western exploiteer 
for Columbia, while here on special 
work for ‘Arizona’ at Liberty, got 
the news that his brother, Sam New- 
man was killed in an auto accident 
at Albuquerque iast Tuesday (17), 
another brother being seriously in- 
jured. 

They were en route from the east 
to spend Christmas with Mike in 
L. A. when the smashup occurred, | 








| distributors to 


bit. 
Col’s 


down a 
playing 


slow 


| Greenwald was 


‘Glamour for Sale’ and decided title | 


was meaningless, so he changed it to 
‘Girls On Call,’ using original tag 
merely as a sub-head. 

| Then he had a lurid ad drawn up 
|showing scantily-clad dame _ saying 
her companionship could 
'for a price. Scripps-Howard Press 
| turned 
| fication, which it got, but other two 
dailies, Post-Gazette and Sun-Tele, 
| accepted the display. Obviously both 
| Sheets later realized that they made 
|a mistake, for advertising managers 
| told Greenwald he'd have to show a 
| little more restraint in future. 

Col, distributors of film, 
| burned at Barry for way picture was 
handled, pointing out that compara- 
tively innocent expose of escort 
bureau racket was being peddled as 
something close to a ‘for adults only’ 
show. 


| Home-Office Burn 


Tactics of the Pittsburgh house 
and others which change titles and 
slow up ads into lurid displays go- 
ing beyond the subject matter of 
films were scored by Jack Cohn, 
Columbia v.p. two weeks ago, in an 
AMPA address. Cohn was 
| larly burned at the switch 
on ‘Glamour For Sale.’ 
it a low-grade brand of 
ship. 


particu- 
of label 
He termed 
showman- 


AMPA’S 25TH ANNI TO 
BE MARKED BY BAL 


| At a closed meeting of the Asso- 
ciation of Motion Picture Advertis- 
ers, headed by Leon Bamberger, 
held Friday (20), members of th 
organization voted to revise the con- 
stitution in 

mendations 
directors. 





accordance with recom- 
made by the board of 


Changes include giving women the 


same voting privileges as the male 
members, with their dues now to be 
$10 instead of $5 as a result. Status 


of trade paper representatives in the 
AMPA was also clarified. making 
them officially members of the as- 
sociation. 


Annual meeting of the AMPA was 
set for the last Thursday in April, 
, when elections will be held. A nom- 
jinating committee is to be elected 


‘not later than March 1. 


| For the first time in several years, 
| the AMPA also will hold a dinner- 
| dance. 
and will signalize the 25th anniver- 
sary of the organization. 


| 
| ‘Dawn’ Cames Up in Feb. 
| Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
| Charles Boyer-Paulette Goddard 
co-starrer, ‘Hold Back the Dawn,’ 
starts Feb. 3 at Paramount with 
Mitchell Leisen directing. 

Arthur Hornblow, Jr., produces, 


| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





| Multi-Lingual Frisco 
| 


: 





San Francisco, Dec. 24. 

Few places in the U. S. pro- 
vide promotional problems par- 
allel to those encountered in cer- 
tain parts of Frisco. Verdi. 
Golden State house in North 
Beach, for example, has to ad- 
vertise in the Italian, Spanish 
and Chinese languages as well as 
English. 

Currently an all-Chinese lobby 
card proves a baffling display to 
the uninitiated. It plugs Christ- 
mas scrip books. Trailer listing 
merchants cooperating in Satur- 
day giveaway of radio-equipped 
bicycles reveals everything from 
Italian beauty shops to Fong 
Fong's ice cream parlor, 








EASING OFF ON 


be had— | 


it down, demanding a modi- | 


also | 


It is scheduled for April 4 | 


COSTLY PREEMS 


The practice of holding costly 
‘world premieres’ in various parts of 


gala openings hooks up in some way 
with the picture, is expected to be 
greatly diminished and possibly en- 
tirely eliminated during the coming 
| year, 

Reported that Warner Bros., which 
' started the big preem idea, an out- 





stunt, is through with world preems. 
‘Santa Fe,’ recently staged in Santa 
| Fe, N. M., at a cost of $30,000, is un- 
| derstood to be its last. 


WB has had costlier preems, in- 
cluding ‘Dodge City’ and ‘Knute 
| Kockne,’ while 20th-Fox also had 
| two expensive world-openers, ‘Young 
'Mr. Lincoln’ and ‘Lillian Russell.’ 
Par went into heavy coin on the 
‘Union Pacific’ premiere at Omaha, 
| but has had several others that have 





been in the ‘peanuts’ class through 
getting good results. The ‘Biscuit 


Eater’ opening in Georgia stood the 
company less than $15,000. 


Iiinois Exhib Ass'n 
Outlines Plans to Buck 
Jukers, Other Opposish 


St. Louis, Dec. 24. 
Newly organized United Theatre 
| Owners of Illinois at a recent meet- 
ing in Mt. Vernon elected officers, 
outlined plans to combat competish 





| 





| 
| 
| 


in the form of cuffo merchandise 
talkers, jukebox pix, radio use of 
screen stars, and also will eye all 


bills affecting their interests that 
may be introduced in the state legis- 
lature 

sists of 


whose husband 


Mrs. I. W. Cairo, 
was prez of 
MPTOA of St. Louis, eastern Mis- 
souri and southern Illinois: Steve 
Farrar, Harrisburg: Noah 


Rodgers, 


first 
IGS t 


F. C. Soutter, of the Fox-Midwest 
Agency, St. Louis; George Barber, 
Villa Grove, and Robert C. Cluster, 


Salem. Bloomer and Soutter are 
members of the MPTOA of eastern 
Missouri and southern Illinois, while 


Mrs. Rodgers, Pirtle and Cluster are 
v.p.’s of the same body. 
| The United Theatre Owners, a 


statewide body: has members in 
every county in the state, and district 
meetings will be held during the cur- 
rent Edward G. Zorn, Pon- 


+ 
month. 


ARCH REEVE GAINS 
AFTER SUDDEN ILLNESS 


Santa Barbara, Dec. 24. 
Arch Reeves, who recently 
| 20th-Fox after years of service in 
New York, is recovering at Cottage 
hospital here after a hemorrhage re- 
| quiring four blood transfusions. 
Original cause of the attack was 
stomach ulcers. For several days his 
|condition was critical. 





Gabe Yorke in Lincoln 
Lincoln, Neb., Dec. 24. 


| Gabe Yorke, special publicist for | 
the 


| Richard A. Rowland, is on 
| ground here now and will be until 
| ‘Cheers for Miss Bishop’ is pre- 
miered Jan. 14, 


Originally skedded for bow on 


Jan. 7, date was moved back to let 
the smoke and print of Nebraska’s 
Rose Bowl entree clear away. 


the country where the site of such | 


growth of the now famed ‘42d Street’ | 


The board of directors con- | 


Bloomer, | 
Belleville; S. C. Pirtle, Jerseyville; | 


left | 


Philly's Pix Pioneers Formed: 
Other Theatre-Exchange Briefs 





Philadelphia, Dec. 24. 


A Pioneers Club, composed of 
men who have been connected with 
the film industry for 25 years or 
more has been formed. Members of 
the quarter century club are: George 
P. Aarons, Ben Amsterdam, S. E. 
Applegate, D. O. Atkinson, Dave 
Barrist, Jake Becker, A. J. Belari, 
Bill Bethell, A. R. Boyd, Frank 
Buhler, Bill Butler, L. J. Chamber- 
lain, Jim Clark, Joe Conway, Herb 
Elliott, Jay Emanuel, L. A. Farrell, 
Al Fischer, Jacob Fox, Ed Gabriel, 
Bill Gabriel, William Goldman, 
Charles Goodwin, Jack Greenberg, 
Luke Gring, Ben Harris, Bill 
Herchenrider, Fred Hermann, I. M. 
Hirshblond, Bill Hissner, C. Floyd 
| Hopkins, Bill Hunt, Bud Irwin, Bill 

Koegan, Dave Korson, Jack Kraker, 
Sam Lefko, Mike Lessy, Ike Levy, 
Norman Lewis, Oscar _ Libros, 
Spencer Lockard, Bill MacAvoy, Jr., 
| Pete Magazzu, Ike Marcus, John 
Monroe, George Naudascher, Oscar 
Neufeld, J. red Osterstock, Si 
Perelsweig, Lewen Pizor, Nick 
Power, George Riester, John 
Roberts, Milt Rogasner, A. J. Rovner, 
| Abe Sablosky, Lew Sablosky, Sid 
Samuelson, Doc Schad, J. V. Schreck, 





George Schwartz, Ben _ Shindler, 
Ulrik Smith, Columbus Stamper, 
Harry, Nathan, Oscar and Sam 


G. F. Wielland and Walter Yost. 

William Z. Porter, Monogram, was 
reelected president of the Film Ex- 
change Employees Union, Local B-7. 
Other officers chosen were: Fred 
Fortunate, Universal, vice-president; 
James McWilliams, Clark Films, sec- 
retary; Marie House, Advertising Ac- 
counts, treasurer; James Flynn, Co- 
lumbia, business agent, and Al 
Holmstock, United Artists, sergeant- 
at-arms. 
| Stanley-Warner leased the Dia- 
| mond, formerly operated by Mike 
| Lessey. The new S-W house will be 
managed by Harold Brason, formerly 
at the Lindley. His old job will be 
taken by Perry Lessey, son of the 
ex-operator of the Diamond. 

Larry Mackey, Arcadia manager, 
suffering from a strep infection and 
very ill. 

The Allied unit of this district will 
hold its annual dinner meeting Jan. 
14. Committee in charge of arrange- 
ments manned by Sid Samuelson, 
David Milgram, Joe Conway and 
Charles Stiefel. 

Stanley-Warners will reopen two 
nabes—Alhambra and Wishart—to- 
morrow (Xmas Day). 








E. M. Loew in Rochester 
Rochester, N. Y., Dec. 24. 
E. M. Loew of Boston reopens the 
Embassy here Christmas with film 
grind policy, Hy Rodman of Paw- 
tucket, R. I., manager. House has 
been shuttered since burlesque gave 
up last spring, except for occasional 
sensational films including 





New policy returns to that of three 
‘years ago before house was re- 
modeled, then operated as the Fam- 
ily by the Fenyvessys. Theatre dates 
back more than 50 years when as 
Cook’s Opera House, it was city’s 
ace legit stand. ; 


Refurbish F-WC Houses 
Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 
Fox-West Coast is remodeling four 
of its theatres in the southern Cali- 
fornia area at a cost of $200.000. 
Houses undergoing rehabilitation are 
the West Coast in Long Beach. Cali- 
fornia in San Diego, Alexander in 
Glendale and Chinese in Hollywood. 


New San Carlos theatre, 1.000- 
seater near Burlingame, is being 


readied by F-WC for opening around 


Christmas. 





Austin Shifts 
Austin, Texas. Dec. 24 
Several changes made here in the 


taffs of the Interstate theatres. Ear] 
Podolnick manager of the State. 
Francis Vickers assistant. Bob Hop- 


kins made skipper of the Austin. 
| Walter Goldburg transferred from 


the Queen to the Texas staff while 

Mavrice Haber was shifted from 

the Paramount to the Queen. 

| Dixie Exhit Actives 
Spartanburg, S. C.. Dec. 24. 


| Estimates for new Palmetto thea- 
|tre here call for approximately $65.- 
|000 outlay. Work begins in Janu- 
| arv. 

Nelson Hampton, former. State 
| Manager, named cartoonist and pro- 
motion manager, Spartanburg Her- 
ald-Journal newspapers. 

Carl R. Bamford, president. Pub- 
\lix-Bamford Theatres, elected di- 
| Tector, Asheville, N. C., chamber of 
commerce. 
| R. B. Talbert. city manager, Wilby- 
| Kincey theatres, elected to member- 
shin in Spartansburg Lions Club. 

Heyburn Estate granted permit to 
build $50.000 Louisville, Ky. house. 
Settos Theatres has opened new 
| Vogue in Louisville. George Settos. 


| president, plans second local unit. FE. | 
| M. Jennings named manager of Mar- ! 
Beren- | 


tin theatre, Lafayette. Ala. 
eon’s Theatres plan 1.000-seater at 
Gretna. La. Site purchased and 


oe 
‘work starts in spring. Alabama 


Stiefel, Earle Sweigert, Morris Wax, | 


| 
c ‘Ecstasy’ | 
this fall, none of which did business. | 


, Amusement Bureau opened in Mont- 
gomery by David Roth, formerly 
| with Keith’s. Commonwealth has 
opened new Melba, Batesville, Ark., 
| William Headstream, manager. 
Montgomery, Ala., will open first 
| legitimate season city has had since 
|1927 on Jan. 23. William Wolfson, 
| city manager, Alabama _ Theatres, 
|Inc., announces Katharine Hepburn 
lin ‘Philadelphia Story’ as opener. 

Marriage of J. H. Rowley, assist- 
jant manager, R & R theatres, Little 
Rock, Ark., and Shirley Goodgame 
announced Volusia Drive-In Thea- 
tre, Inc., Lakeland, Fla., chartered 
| by J. M. McNatt and others of Lake- 
land. Thomas Jefferson, in Para- 
mount N. Y. office three years and 
formerly with N. Y. Herald-Tribune 
and Schine circuit and Skouras thea- 
tres named publicity chief, Para- 
mount Enterprises, Inc., Miami. New 
Paramount opens on Miami Beach 
Xmas week. 

Beaufort Theatre, Charlotte, for- 
|merly owned by R. G. Lang, ac- 
| quired by H. H. Everette Enterprises, 
Inc. 





2 Theatre Fires 
Lincoln, Dec. 24. 

Fire in the projection room of the 
Humboldt, Humboldt, Neb., caused 
damage estimated at $2,000 last 
week, loss partially covered by in- 
surance. Earl Kerr’s Broadway in 
Council Bluffs, Ia. also gutted by 
flames, is in the procéss of being re- 
paired. Both houses serviced from 
Omaha exchanges. 

Howard Federer, general manager 
of the Nebraska Theatres, Inc., opens 
the Kiva tomorrow (25), after being 
shuttered three months. The 440- 
seater will play the big subsequent 
run off the Varsity, and_ starts 
with ‘Rebecca’ (UA). Bill Knight 
will manage, shuttling from the 
Variety. 

Jack Byrne, around the first of the 
| year, assumes Metro’s new district, 
| which embraces this territory. He 
| comes on from Boston. 








C. & E. Add Rhinebeck, N. Y. 
Rhinebeck, N. Y., Dec. 24. 
Cohen & Eisenberg have added to 
their theatre in Red Hook the Starr 
|in Rhinebeck. Frank Asher formerly 
iran the Starr. 





Kan.-Mo. Exhibs Elect 
Kansas City, Dec. 24. 

Kansas-Missouri Theatre Owners 
reelected R. R. Beichele prezy, with 
Tom Edwards, Eldon, Mo. v.-p. 
These two along with Rex Barrett, 
| Columbia, Mo., Frank Cassil (past 
| prexy), St. Joe., Mo., Homer Stro- 
| wig, Abilene, Kans., J. E. Benning- 
ton, Topeka, Kans., and C. A. 
Schultz, K. C., make up the board 
of directors. Fred Meyer, Kansas 
City, sec.-treas. 
| 





WB-W. & V. Move in Reading 
Reading, Pa., Dec. 24. 
Architects preparing improvements 
at the State, operated by Wilmer & 
Vincent, but jointly leased from 
Reading estate by W-V and Warners. 


Reported Warners, now lessee of the 
large 3,000-seater Astor, across the 
Street, the lease on which expires 
next year, may take over the State 


and operate it 


é after enlargement of 
the house 





If so. Wilmer & Vincent will take 
over the closed Arcadia, a small 
Penn street property held by the 
Warners on a lease for some years, 
and transfer to it the pictures now 
shown at the State. Plans for reno- 
vation of the Arcadia and possibly 
for its enlargement are under con- 
sideration. 

Schlaifer’s Flu 
San Francisco. Dec. 24 
| Charles Schlaifer of United Art- 
ists a flu victim. 

Aaron Goldberg tossed his 28th 
annual Christmas party at midnight 
Friday (20) for 50 emnlovees of his 
Newsreel Regal, Silver Palace, 
Egyptian and Peerless theatres 

Mario Parisi of the Princess back 
in town after visit to Los Angeles 


where he set dates for several Italian 
films. 

Max Lacmmle, who used to repre- 
lsent his urtle, the late Carl Laemmle. 
in Paris, in town with a print of 
‘Human Beast.’ French flick. 

Personnel changes announced by 
Arch Bowles, Fox-West Coast divi- 
sion chieftain. Richard Warfield, 
|assistant at the Warfield. becomes 
manager of the New Rialto, with 
John Strachan, treasurer, moving 
into Warfield’s old spot. 

Howard J. Moody moves from 
treasurer at Fox to manage new 
Carlos, in San Carlos, new addition 
to chain under direction of Harry 
C. Seipel, of the F-WC Peninsula 
District. Herman Kirksen. Fox 
manager, has moved Albert Mooney 
up to treasurer, with MHavillah 
Mahlsbury stepping up notch as chief 
of service. 





Dr. Moore Sells His House 
Calgary, Alta., Dec. 24. 
Avalon, Lacombe, Alta., operated 
by Dr. J. W. H. Moore many years, 


sold to J. Stevenson, Edson, who 
has theatre chain in southern Al- 


perta. 
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‘Alley’ (2d)-Vaude 


Swell $25,000, 


Chi Awaits Santa; ‘Blondie’ 12146 


Aided by Girl Ork, ‘Bittersweet’ 126 





Chicago, Dec. 24. 
After a good enough week-end, 
trade slumped sharply yesterday and 
today (Monday and Tuesday). This 
drop-off was to be expected and no- 
body is disappointed over it. How- 
ever, with the Christmas holiday 
starting tomorrow, it is a cinch to 
boost the turnstiles generally. But 
not enough to make up for the bump 
the grosses took on the downbeat 

earfier this session. _ ; 
With Christmas falling in the mid- 
dle of the week, Balaban & Katz 
proceeded with its schedules pretty 
much uninfluenced by the Christmas 
Started ‘Thief of Bagdad’ on 


season. _ e 
Friday and sent ‘Bittersweet’ and 
‘Arizona’ away from the barrier on 
Saturday. 


RKO Palace is coming up with 
one, however, by shoving off ‘No, 
No Nanette’ today (Tuesday), 
what is unquestionably the worst 
business day of the year. If the pic- 
ture can overcome that influence to- 
day, it is really a box-office scorcher. 
Is tied in as top-liner with ‘San Fran- 
cisco Docks.’ 

Chicago is holding over ‘Tin Pan 
Alley’ which came through in ex- 
cellent style last week and which 
continues to give good account of it- 
self currently despite the calendar 
handicap. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apolio (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Arizona’ (Col). Got away on 
Saturday (21) and bucked the trend 
with a snappy week-end that should 
hold up the general take to $5,500. 
good. Last week, ‘Arise Love’ (Par) 
came through with $4,100, okay, on 
third loop session. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75) — 
‘Tin Pan. Alley’ (20th) and 
show Second week for the film 
which is going to $25,000, all right 
at that. ofter erabbing excellent 
$37,500 on its initial week with Kitty 
Carlisle on the stage, 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Letter’ (WB) This —is~—tts...third 
loop week and indicates $3.500, satis- 


factory. Last week, ‘Nellie Kelly’ 
(M-G), $3,600 for second loop gal- 
lop. 

Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 28-44)— 


‘Men Against Sky’ (RKO) and Sing- 
er’'s Midgets unit on stage. Not too 
much for this pre-Xmas session at 
$11,000. Last week, ‘Girls 21’ (Col) 
and vaude fair enough $13,700. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500: 
‘Nanette’ (RKO) and ‘Frisco Docks’ 
(U). Opened today (Tuesday). Last 
week, ‘Bank Dick’ (U) and Hit Pa- 
rade’ (Rep) turned in $9,000, fine 
considering the season. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500: 35-55-65- 
75)—Bardad’ (UA). Opened on 
Friday (20) and managed to get 
some kids over the week-end. but 
indicates best chance after Christ- 
mas Day For initial session maybe 
$8.000. okay. Last week. ‘Letter’ 
(WB) finished second loop stanza to 
$7,900 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700: 28-44) 
‘Blondie Cupid’ (Col) and vaude 
headed by All-American Girl Band. 


Good combination that is bucking 
the trend for satisfactory $12,500 
Last week. ‘Tugboat Annie’ (WB) 


and Will Osborne band on stage took 
$14,500. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75)—‘Bitter Sweet’ (M-G). 
Fighting the season to fine $12,000. 
Last week, ‘Escape’ (M-G) com- 
pleted three-week stay to $6,200, fair. 


‘Neighbor’ Smash 146 


Toward Denver Record 





Denver, Dec. 24. 
runs pulled their films 
(Monday) to get new 
Product under way, except the Den- 
1am where ‘Love Thy Neighbor’ is 
Setting records, and will no d 
stay several weeks. Broadway also 
adhering to its policy of keeping 
films a full week, 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400: 25-49) - 
even Sinners’ (U) and ‘Next Time 
~ove (U), after a week at the Den- 
ver. Fair $3,000 in six d»ys. Last 
week, ‘Letter’ (WB). afte. a week 
at the Denver, good $4,000. 
Broadway (Fox) (1,040: 25-35-40) 
—Go West" (M-G) and ‘Gallant 
Sons (M-G), after a week at the 
Orpheum. Fair $2,500. Last week. 
Tin Pan Alley’ (20th), after a week 
at each the Denver and Aladdin and 
day »nd date with the Rialto, nice 


All first 


yesterday 


doubt 


$2.500. 

Benham (Cockrill) (1.750: 25-35- 
Aon Love Thy Neighbor’ (Par) 
Ware $14.000. Bigger than ‘North 

est Mounted’ even though prices 
have not heen upped Last week. 
Night at Earl Carroll's’ (Par) fair 
for this timea of vear, $4 000. 

‘ Denver (Fox) (2,525: 25-35-40) 
Hired Wife’ (U), and ‘Ellery Oneen’ 


on | 


stage | 


33-44-66 )— | 


7% 
v 





(Col). Fair $6,500 in six days. Last 
week, ‘Seven Sinners’ (U) and ‘Next 
Time Love’ (U), nice $9,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—Women’ (M-G) and ‘Babes in 
Arms’ (M-G). Poor $4,000 in five 
days. Last week, ‘Go West’ (M-G) 
and ‘Gallant Sons’ (M-G), okay 
$8,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Give Us Wings’ (U) and ‘Lone Wolf 
Date’ (Col). Fair $3,500, six days. 
Last week, ‘Here Comes Navy’ (WB) 
(reissue) and ‘Couldn’t Say No’ 
(WB), nice $5,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Letter’ 
(WB), after a week at each the Den- 
ver and Aladdin, and ‘Girls 21’ (Col). 
Fair $1,800, six days. Last week, ‘Tin 
Pan Alley’ (20th), after a week at 
each the Denver and Aladdin and 
day and date with the Broadway, 
yeti Pipeline’ (U), good 


“+, 





“SANTA FE’ 206 
NO MOANING 
IN PITT. 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 24. 

Usual pre-Xmas slump passing up 
the Golden Triangle except in a 
| couple of cases. Policy here has 
| always been to stick in sock attrac- 
| tions week before holiday, and it’s 
| worked last few years and now 
jagain. ‘Santa Fe Trail’ at Stanley 
is raking in the big coin, and will 
stick through to New Year’s Eve 

















when ‘Flight Command’ comes in. | 
‘Long Voyage Home’ at the Penn | 
for five days only, and is taking it 
squarely on the chin, despite raves, 
while ‘Blackout’ is also limpid at 
the Fulton, where 
tically nothing. Elsewhere, how- 
there are hit h.o.’s and all of 
them are doing exceptionally well. 
|‘North West Mounted Police’ in 
fourth week at Warner still socko; 
‘Tin Pan Alley,’ ditto, at the Senator: 
and ‘Little Nellie Kelly,’ moved from 
Penn to Ritz, likewise doing well. 
Estimates for This Week 
Fulton (Shea) (1,700: 
‘Blackout’ (UA). Well-liked by crix, 
but public passing it up. Unlikely 
to pass $2,400 mark, pretty bad. 
Picture was brought in quickly when 
UA offered heavy advertising ap- 
propriation. That yanked 
bill of ‘Argentine Nights’ 
‘Diamond Frontier’ (U) 
days to very good $3,400. 
Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Voyage Home’ (UA). Hailed 
on all sides by crix, but indicative of 
what management thought of its b.o. 
chances was a bare five-day booking. 
| Obviously house had right idea, for 





ever, 


(U) 
after 


and 
five 


in that abbreviated session, doubt- 
ful if the film will get more than 
$3,800, awful. Last week, ‘Nellie 
Kelly’ (M-G), just under $12,000 

Ritz (WB) (800; 25-35-50)-—‘Nellie 
Kelly’ .M-G). Moved from Penn 
and d x pretty good. Stays only 
five days and should collect around 
$2,400 in that time, better than an 
average full week here. Last week 
‘Spitfire’ (RKO) and ‘Dreaming 
Loud’ (RKO), among the also-rans 
at $1,400 

Senator (Harris) (1.750: 25-35-50) 

‘Tin Pan Alley’ (20th) (4th wk.) 
Doing exceptionally well House 
had ‘Escape to Glory’ (Col) prevl- 
ously booked, but at last minute de 
cided to hold ‘Alley’ again In final 
session will collect around $3,200, 
very good Last week, close to 


$5,000, making almost $25,000 for the 
run. 


Stanlev (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50)— 
‘Santa Fe Trail’ (WB). Going along 
as if it were the week after Xmas 


instead of the one before. Got away 
fast. snaring around $9,000 on the 
week-end, and with holiday and the 
day after yet to come should draw 
pretty close to the $20,000 grand 
mark. Film holds over for five ex- 
tra days, running into ‘Flight Com- 
mand’ (M-G) New Year’s, and then 
will probably move to Warner for 
continuation of downtown first-run. 
Last week, ‘Go West’ (M-G), n.g. at 
$9.000. 
Warner (WB) (2.000; 30-40-60)— 
‘North West Mounted’ (Par) (4th 
wk.). Still plenty potent. In five 
days. will grab around $5,000. won- 


derful. and then move to Ritz on 
Xmas day to keep going. Last week, 
weeks at Penn, got 


after two big 
reat $9.000. 


it’s doing prac- | 


25-40)— | 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Dec. 26 
Astor—‘Great Dictator’ 
(llth wk). 
Broadway—Fantasia’ (Disney) 
7th wk). 
Dette Ranch’ (Rep) 
is 
ae Teaete X’ (M-G) 
). 


(UA) 


~~ 


(Reviewed in Variety Dec. 11) 
Criterion—‘Little Nellie Kelly’ 
(M-G) (25). 
(Reviewed in Variety Nov. 20) 
ae me Train’ (20th) 
:. 
(Reviewed in Variety Nov. 27) 
Music Hall — ‘Philadelphia 
Story’ (M-G). 
(Reviewed in Variety Oct. 30) 
Paramount—‘Love Thy Neigh- 


bor (Par) (2d wk). 
Rialto—‘San Francisco Docks’ 
(U) (25). 
Rivoli—‘Victory’ (Par) (2d 
wk). 


Roxy—‘Chad Hanna’ (20th) 

(25). 

(Reviewed in Varrety Dec. 18) 
Strand—'‘Santa Fe Trail’ (WB) 

(2d wk). 


Week of Jan. 2 

Astor—‘Great Dictator’ 
(12th wk). 

Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(8th wk). 

Capitol—‘Comrade X’' (M-G 
d wk) 

Criterion — ‘Texas 
Ride Again’ (Par) (1). 


(UA 


Rangers 


Globe—‘Night Train’ (20th(2d 
wk). 
Music Hall — ‘PhiladelpMia 


Story’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Paramount—'Love Thy Neigh- 
bor’ (Par) (3d wk). 

Rialto—‘Lone Wolf Keeps a 
Date’ (Col) (1). 
(Reviewed in Variety 
Rivoli—Victory’ (Par) 
wk). 

Roxy—‘Chad Hanna’ 
(2d wk). 

Strand—‘Santa Fe Trail’ (WB) 
(3d wk). 


‘CHAD’ OK 646 


Dec. 18) 
(3d 


(20th) 








of. 
Detroit. 

9 plane in order to fill it and get back 
| 


to town yesterday morning. Charlie | 


Cincinnati, Dec. 24. 
the holidays’ b.o. 
are conducting 


Priming for 
flourish, ace houses 


| a pre-Yule clearance of product and 


| days, is the tall taker. 


double | 


accepting returns come as they may. 
To allow for Xmas openings of stel- 
lar releases, runs of current 
are cut short. 

Of the fresh features currently, 
‘Chad Hanna,’ in the Albee for five 
‘Bank Dick’ 
at the Grand is slow. while Keith’s 
has a fair mark for ‘South of Suez.’ 

‘Philadelphia Story’ is holding up 
strong in its third week at the Pal- 
ace at advanced scale. Such a run 
is rare for the burg’s second largest 
theatre. 

Cincy’s cinema center is suffering 
from prolongation of walkout of 
street car and bus operators on lines 
linking with cities and towns in 
Kentucky, across the Ohio river 
Tie-up entered its third week Sun- 
day (15). 

Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50) 
‘Chad Hanna’ (20th). Five days 
bringing $6,500 Last week, 


S9-SO 


|‘Go West’ (M-G), okay $10,000. 
Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 33-40-56)— 
‘Go West’ (M-G). Switched from 


5 ‘Vigilantes’ 


Albee for extended main-line run 
Slow $2.500 in five days. ‘Gone with 
Wind’ (M-G), which had a local rec- 
ord nine-week run at this house, re- 


turns Christmas Dav for an _ indef 
stretch of thrice-daily showings at 
nop cale Last week ‘Nellie Kellv’ 


(M-G) (2d run), tame $3,500 
Family (RKO) (1.000: 15-28) 
‘Diamond Frontier’ (U) and ‘Sandy 
Man’ (U), split with ‘Men fron 
Texas’ (Par)-and ‘Aunt Maggie’ 
(Rep). Normal §$2.000 Same last 
week on Kid’ (RKO) and 
‘Dangerous * (Ind), divided 
with ‘Drums De (Mono) and 

‘Melody Moonlight’ (Rep) 

Grand (RKO) (1.430: 
‘Bank Dick’ (U) Slow 
week, ‘Escape Glory’ 
$3,000. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500: 
—‘South Suez’ (WB) Fair 
in six days. Last week, ‘Tin 
Alley’ (20th), second week of 
ond run, all right $3.500 

Lyrie (RKO) (1.400: 
‘Tin Pan Alley’ (20th). Transferred 
from Keith’s for third tenancy on 
front stem. Fair $2,200 in six days 
Last week, ‘Melody Ranch’ (Rep), 
sadlv out of tune at $1.800. 

Palace (RKO) = (2.600: 42-60)— 
‘Philadelphia Story’ (M-G) (3d wk.- 
six days). Good $6,500 for finale of 
20-day run, unusual for this theatre. 
Last week (2d), swell! $9.500 Pic 
fetched a wham $16,000 in first week 


ert’ 


33-40 
$3.500 
(Col), 


51) 
Last 
blah 


33-40-50) 
$2.000 
Pan 
sec- 


33-40-50) 


Shubert (RKO) (2,150: 33-40-50) 
‘Here Comes Navy’ (WB) (re-is- 
sue) No dice at $2,500. Last week, 


(U), mild $3,000 


pics | 





Santa Claus on Bway; Benny-Allen 
Plus T. Dorsey $62,000; ‘No, No’ Is 
Yes-Yes 956; Santa Fe’-Lyman 426 





| 
| 
(Best Exploitation: Strand) 


| and from now on the business should 


| 


tres for the past week, but others, 
with powerful and draughty shows, 
have been upsetting all the pre-Xmas 
dope. Slow until Monday (23), pat- 
ronage began picking up that day, 
with the matinee particularly strong 
for a few of the theatres. Kids being 


out of school, they helped pep up 
Monday’s business. Mat yesterday 
(Tues.) also very good among the 
favored attractions, but, as always 
happens, it was expected the take 
after 6 p. m. would be light. 

For today (Wed.), with holiday 
prices in effect everywhere, it is 
hoped in managerial circles that the 
money dumped into the boxoffices 
will top that of last Christmas. Ordi- 
narily the biz is light up to 5 p.m., 
but from then on gets big for the 
entire week through New Year's. 

Numerous new shows are being 
brought in. They include ‘Comrade 
X’ at the Capitol today (Wed.); 
‘Chad Hanna’ (Roxy), also today 
(Wed.); ‘Philadelphia Story’ at the 
Music Hall tomorrow (Thurs.) and 
‘Little Nellie Kelly,’ thrown in on 
a preview at the Criterion yesterday 
(Tues.), plus lesser films. 

Nothing short of sensational for 
the week before Xmas has been 
‘Love Thy Neighbor’ and Tommy 
Dorsey, which ended its first seven 
days last night (Tues.) at the Par- 
amount at a smash $62,000. This is 
a new high by slightly more than 
$2,000. Included, however, was a 
| special opening last Tuesday evening 
(17) at 8:30. Show begins its second 





stanza this morning (Xmas day). 
Dorsey was 
(23) because of a date, previously 


arranged, which he couldn’t get out 
It was to play for Edsel Ford in 


Dorsey had to 


| Barnet substituted for the one day. 
The Hall ends its week with ‘Na- 
nette’ tonight (Wed.), with the holi- 


a good Monday trade, meaning $95.,- 
000 or above for the film, excellent. 
Film would have been held but for 
previous commitments on ‘Philly 
Story.’ 

A substantially good $42,000 or bet- 
| ter is seen for ‘Santa Fe’ 


though it opened Friday (20) on one 
of the worst days of the year. This 
house was among those that got a big 
lift Monday (23). The second week 
tees off Friday (27). Here the last 
two years on Xmas weeks, the Ly- 


man band is being credited with 
much of the pull among the grown- 
ups as well as the orchestra-crazy 
kid customers 


‘Victory,’ into the Rivoli Saturday 


(21), also opened on a tough day 
with Xmas shopping in high gear, 
but it did a thoroughly satisfactory 


business on the teeoff and with the 
holiday should wind up the week 
Friday night (27) at $30,000 or over, 
not sensational, but okay. A lift is 
probable for New Year’s week. 
‘Kildare’s Crisis’ went out of the 
Cap last night (Tues.) on a stretcher. 
It didn’t get $10,000 on the week. 
State is also not good this week, and 
even with Xmas for the signoff to- 
night (Wed.), the gate will show less 
than $20,000, a minor profit. House 
has ‘Christmas in July’ second run, 
which partly explains it, plus Maxine 
Sullivan and John Kirby orch. on the 


The Roxy dropped ‘One Night ir 
Tropics’ last night (Tues.) after six 
addening days, but also partly trace- 
able the pre-Christmas thing. But 
for that and some stiff competition 

1 towr from stage-show 
the gross might have been 
hette than tt e $15,000 clocked or the 

- 1 red 

Palm on exploitation goes to War- 
ners and the Strand on ‘Santa Fe,’ 
advance buildup of which included 


another of 


those fancy world preems. 
held at Santa Fe, N. M., two weeks 
ago. 


Estimates for This Week 


Astor (1,012: 75-85-$1.10-$1.65- 
$2.20)—‘Dictator’ (UA) (ilth wk). 
Pickup expected with Xmas as 11th 
week tees off on the holiday. The 
10th ended last night (Tues.), with 

x davs on that amounting to less 
than $9.500 The ninth, however, 
was pretty good. $11.200. 


Broadway (1.895: 55-75-$1 10-$1.65- 
$2.20)—‘Fantasia’ (Disnev (6th wk.). 
Came back to capacity, all seats sold, 
on Mordav (93) following pre-Xmas 


drop. Last week (5th) was near to 
$22 500 efj}1 very fine 
Capite! (4.520: 35-55-85-$1.10 )— 
‘Comrade X’ (M-G). Opens this 
noerning (Wed.), following scrrow- | 
ful week of less than $10,009 with 
I ‘Kildare’ ( s' (M-G), Prior 


| Stanza with ‘Third Finger’ 
The Christmas stockings are up {Under $20,000, disappointing. 


(M-G), 


Criterion (1,662; 28-44-55-65)— 


| ‘Little Nellie Kelly’ (M-G). Brought 


| be also up. It has been rather brutal | in yesterday 
in some downtown Broadway thea- | along with seventh day of ‘Hulla- 


| 
| 


| 
| 


| only 


|Comes Navy’ (WB) (reissue). 


(Tues.) on preview 
baloo’ (M-G) which floppoed badly, 
$4,000. Previously ‘Gallant 
Sons’ (M-G) also poor, below $5,000. 


Globe (1,180; 28-35-55) — ‘Here 
In for 
six days but doing well, about $6.000 
for that period. ‘Reuters’ (WB) 
went 10 days, scoring fair $10,000. 
It would have been more, it is be- 
lieved, if the house hadn't waived 
protection on the picture in favor of 
RKO circuit. 


Palace (1,700; 28-35-55)—‘Tin Pan 
Alley’ (20th) (2d run) and ‘Romance 
Rio Grande’ (20th) (1st run), dualed. 
This doubleton was ushered in yes- 
terday (Tues.) for the holiday. Two 
first runs, ‘South of Suez’ (WB) and 
‘Michael Shayne’ (20th) went six 
days, only $5,800. Behind those, 
‘Seven Sinners’ (U) (2d run) and 
‘Bank Dick’ (U) (ist run) close to 
$8,500 good. 


Paramount § (3,664; 35-55-85-99 )— 
‘Love Thy Neighbor’ (Par) and 
Tommy Dorsey (2d week). Away on 
holdover today (Wed.) after hitting 
socko $62,000 on first seven days, 
plus the Tuesday evening (17) open- 
ing at 8:30. Highest house has ever 
done under five-year stage band pol- 


icy previously was $59,900. Last 
week, ‘Road to Burma’ (Par) and 
| Ray Herbeck, Rosemary Lane, 


Henny Youngman, on 6% days, $27,- 
000, some profit. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,960; 44- 
55-85-99-$1.65 )—‘Nanette’ (RKO) and 
stage show. Although most of its 





charter a | 


day take, plus a strong weekend and | 


|'engagement was prior to Xmas, still 


| very strong at $95,000 or over but 
can’t be held because ‘Philadelphia 


off the stage Monday | Story’ (M-G) was previously set to 


Last week, 
2d for ‘Thief of Bagdad’ (UA) off to 
| $68.000 mild. 

| Wialto (750; 28-44-55)—‘San Fran- 
| cisco Docks’ (U). Opens here this 
morning after week of ‘Ellery 
; Queen’ (Col), which grossed $5,000, 
‘slow. ‘Trail of Vigilantes’ (U) went 
12 days, nabbing swell $11,000 on 
that run. 


open tomorrow (Thurs. ) 





| Rivoli (2,092; 35-55-75-99) — ‘Vic- 
tory’ (Par). Started off on a bad 
day, Saturday (21), but doing all 


and the | sational. 
Abe Lyman band at the Strand, even a 


right and with Christmas falling in 
its first week ought to get $30,000 or 
over, satisfactory albeit not sen- 
More substantial over-all 
Year’s week no doubt in the 
Last week, 2d for ‘Little Men’ 


New 


| $5,000, bad. 


| Tropics’ 


Roxy (5,835; 35-55-65-75-85) — 
‘Chad Hanna’ (20th) and new stage 
show moves in this a.m. (Wed.) 
after six bad days of ‘One Night in 
(WU), only $15,900, crimson. 
Pre-Xmas helped cause that. Last 
week, fourth for ‘Tin Pan’ (20th) and 
stage show $23,000, good. 

State (3,400: 28-44-55-75-90-$1.10) 

“Christmas in July’ (Par) (2d run) 
and Maxine Sullivan, John Kirby, 
others. This show isn’t getting ’em 
and even with the holiday included 
the gross will be this side of $20,000, 
a narrow profit. Last week, ‘Escape’ 
(M-G) (2d run) and Richard Himber 
battled advance Christmas setbacks 
nicely by getting $21,000 


Strand (2,767; 35-55-75-85-99) — 
‘Santa Fe’ (WB) and Abe Lyman 
orch. Even with five pre-Xmas days 


included, the first week will be a 
very good $42,000, traceable both to 
picture and the Lyman band. Hold- 
over for New Year’s begins Friday 
(27). Last week, fourth for ‘Letter’ 


(WB) and Ozzie Nelson, plus second 
for Humphrev Bogart and Mayo 
Methot $24,500 nice 


K.C. SKEDS MIXED UP; 
‘EARL CARROLL’ $3,800 


Kansas City, Dec. 24 
a minus quantity 
theatre row in a jumble of 


Biz i 
with 


practically 


short-day weexs and odd opening 
days. Nearly every house is ahead 
of its regular opening day. necessi- 
tated by the mid-week Christmas, 


or preparing to onen ahead. Con- 
seanently the current week is short 
on both nlaving time and receints 
Lead is of little significance since 
all houses are far from par but mu- 
and at the 
Fox houses probablv worth the most 


icals at the Newman 


notice. ‘Nisht at Forl Carroll's’ and 
‘Hit Parade’ are plaving there re- 
| snectively. Ornheum is in for a six- 


dav week with ‘Ladv With Red Hair,’ 
and Midland has a five-dav program 
with ‘Escape to Glory.” Lore wolf 


of all the frct runs is the Tower 
which maintains its usual combo of 
| vaude and films over a seven-day 
stretch. 
Heavy winter releases are set for 
openinss on the holidav or the day 
i (Continued on page 21) 
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10 PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, December 25, 1910 





Storms, Flu, Xmas Sloughing Frisco; 
‘Arizona’ OK $12,000, ‘Chad’ Fair 9! ¢ 


—_—_—__—_-—— + 





‘Christmas July’ (Par) with vaude, 


$3,800, only fair. 
Variety ‘(Noble-Federer) 


Dec. 24. 
storms and 


San Francisco, 


Flu, cold weather, rain, 


(1,100; 


‘4 Mothers’ $12,000 


i 
| 


Leads Balto Pack; 
‘Chad’ Good $6,000 


Baltimore, Dec. 24. 
short-dating and 





Considerable 


| shifting around of opening days here 


to take full advantage of mid-week 
holiday breaks, Ahead of the pack 
and opening far in advance the de 


| luxe Stanley is setting the pace and 


| jeading 


holiday shopping slugged away at 10-20-25) —"Lil Abner’ (RKO) and 
boxoffices right up to Christmas Eve. | ‘Girl Havana’ (Rep). Will be anne | 
. > cnre +¥: it ou e if it hits $1,000, slim Last wee . 
oun es iene “ cree Ps : pie ‘Angels Broadway’ (Col) and ‘Girls 
unanimous, the Louis-McCoy ght | op (Co). split with ‘Melody Moon- | 
ictures (advertised by United Art-| jight’ (Rep) and ‘Lone Wolf Date’ 
ists) and March of Time on Labor | (€o}), poor $1,400. 
(billed for Golden Gate) were! warsity (Noble-Federer) (1,100; 
grounded en route and didn’t show 10-25-40)—'East River’ (WB). Very | 
up until three days late. weak $1,400. Last week, ‘Meet | 
Flu victims include Arch Bowles, Again’ (WB), failed to cut any ice 


F-WC Northern chief ! 
Charles Schlaifer, of the U. A., and | 
10 members of the Golden Gate | 


staff, including two line girls. But 6 9 
despite the general gloomy tone, VOYAGE NEAT 
boys felt better, by comparison, when | 
someone brought in word that one 
house across the bay had a total 
716, BUFF. 


gross of $9 the other evening. 
Buffalo, Dec. 24. 


California, with $2,200. 





Estimates for This Week 


Fox (F-WC) (5.000; 35-40-50)— 
‘Flight Command’ (M-G) and ‘Gal- 


lant Sons’ (M-G). Hurt by pre-holi- 
day slump, but still good $17,000. Last 
week, ‘Go West’ (M-G) and ‘Christ- 
mas in July’ (Par), nine days, fairish 
$13.500. 

Golden Gate ‘RKO) (2,850: 39-44- 
55)—'San Francisco Docks’ (U) and 
vaude. Poor $9,000. Last week, 
‘Convoy’ (RKO) and vaude, $10,500, | 

| shortened stanza. 


moderate. 
Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 35-40-50) | NOt too deep in gloom, however, ow- 
FB wees (Col) and ‘Nobody's | ing to the fact that the slump held 
off until this week, and the boys feel 


Sweetheart Now’ (U). May hit good 
$12,000. Last week, ‘Bank Dick’ (U) | justified in looking forward hope- 





Pre-Xmas lull 





‘Give Us Wings’ (U), very poor | | fully to the holiday trade. All houses 

ae Us Wings’ (U y Pp | except Lafayette shortened their 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 35-40- | Week to five days to spot Xmas open- 
50 )—'Sec ond Chorus’ (Par) and | ings. 


‘ ‘Long Voyage’ at the Lakes is about 
Melody Ranch’ (Rep), plus free par- | ‘the only thing in town showing any 
cel check ng especially plugged as | 


magnet for shoppers. Fair $12,000. | signs of life. 


Last week, ‘South Suez’ (WB) and Estimates for This Week 
*‘Tugboat Annie’ (WB), nine days, Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)—‘Red 
poor $10,000. Hair’ (WB) and ‘Charter Pilot’ 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475: 35-40-, (20th). Couldn’t drop much lower. 
50)—'Go West’ (M-G) and ‘Christmas | Around $5,000. Last week, ‘Nellie 
July’ (Par) (moveover). Looks like | Kelly’ (M-G) and Clyde McCoy or- 
average $5.000: last week, ‘Little Nel- | chestra, somewhat under estimates, 
lie Kelly’ (M-G) and ‘Kildare’s| but did nicely at over $12,000. 


Crisis’ (M-G) (moveover), nine days, | 
fairish $5,500 


Great Lakes 
—Long Voyage’ 


(Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 
(UA) and ‘Ear] Car- 





United Artists (Cohen) (1.200: 30-! roll’s’ (Par). Holding up and should | 
40-50)—‘Kit Carson’ (2nd wk). May} get neat $7,000. Last week, ‘Go| 
get $5,000, aided by fight pictures,| West’ (M-G) and ‘Kildare’s Crisis’ 
although \at tter didn’t arrive until | (M-G), nearly $8,500, nice. 
three days after advertising started, Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45)—‘Nellie 
due to storms. First week below | Kelly’ (M-G) and ‘Kildare’s Crisis’ 
normal at only $7,000. |\(M-G) (2d run), Moveover card 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 35-40-50) | probably under $4,000, mild. Last 
—Chad Hannah’ (20th) and-‘Youth | week, ‘Letter’ (WB) and ‘Hullabaloo’ 
Served’ (20th). Luring only $9,500,| (M-G) (2d run), fair $5,200. 
fair. Last week, ‘Texas Rangers’| Lafayette (Hayman) (3,000; 30-40) 
(Par) and ‘Ear! Carrolls’ (Par), only | —'Girl Havana’ (Rep) and ‘Prison 
$8,000. |Camp’ (Col). Dull $4,000 for six 

| days. Last week, ‘Next Time Love’ 
‘ 1 (U) and ‘Sandy Man’ (U), nothing 
COMRADE’ FINE $4, 300 | to talk about at under $4,500. 


20th Century (Dipson) (3,000; 30- 


ON 1] DAY LINC STA 40)—‘Melody Ranch’ (Rep) and 
= ™ ‘Wildcat Bus’ (RKO). Less than $4,- 
000. Last week, ‘Str: “3 ger Third 
aaa Floor’ (RKO) and Laurel and Hardy 

Lincoln, Neb., Dec. 24. Revue, sturdy $11,0( 0 


Outside of ‘Comrade X,’ which is = a 
beating its way through pre -Chri | 
mas opposition of all kinds, L ah ‘ALLEY’ 13Y, oG, B’KLYN 
is wrapped up and Renee ‘Not to 
Cee ae a — Ws age a ‘Bitter Sweet’ Fair—Skeds Shuffled 
= 8 all « i UITIis, all 
strangely enough, most of the stores, | fer ennui 
normally getting all the money this Brooklyn. Dec. 24 
time of year, aren't getting as much With Christma: shopping out of 
as they're used to. the way, downtown deluxers are 
‘Comrade X’ will be held through | settling down to oe week, re- 
Dec. 31, which will make it a total | arranging schedules completely. | 
of 11 days. ‘Bitter Sweet’ was held | Loew’s Metropolitan opens today 
11 days and finished today (24), but | (Tues.) with ‘Thief of Bagdad’ and 
not because of its winning way at |‘Dulcy.. RKO Albee opens today 
the b.o. It was doing badly from | with ‘One Night in Tropics’ and 
the start, but the management had | ‘Trail of the Vigilantes.’ Fabian 
no wish to bring in another film just | Paramount and Fabian Fox usher in 
ahead of Christmas, so_ stretched | new bills tomorrow. Warner's Strand 
it out. is bringing in George White’s 
Kiva, a 440-seat second- house, | ‘Scandals’ plus ‘That Gang of Mine’ 
owned by Nebraska Thea sters, Inc., | on screen starting Christmas Day 
opens tomorrow (25), and_ that | Majestic in downtown area reopens 
makes the town 100% lighted, every | with Uncle Don and kiddie show on 
available place in use. It will subse- | stage. Only inland flesh stuff is at 
quent run*biggies off the Varsity. Flatbush where Prima’s band, Mills 
Estimates for This Week Brothers, and Mitzi Green are head- 
Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer) | lining bill 
(750; 10-15)—‘Tulsa Kid’ (Rep) and Estimates for This Week 
‘Gangs Chicago’ (Rep), split with | Albee (RKO) (3.274: 25-4%-50) 
‘Flight Fame’ (Col) and ‘Wagons | ‘Night Tropics’ (U) and ‘Vigilantes’ 
Westward’ (Rep). Light $700. Last |(U). Arrive today (24). Last week, 
week, ‘Melody Ranch’ (Rep) and |‘Tin Pan Alley’ (20th) and ‘Charter 
‘Murder News’ (Mono), was on for Pilot’ (20th). uneventful $13.500. 
a full week and grabbed off $1,000, Fox (Fabian) (4,098; 25-35-50)— 
nice. ‘Burma Road’ (Par) and ‘Lady 
Lincoln (Cooper-Par) (1,503; 10- Question’ (Col). Open tomorrow 
25-40)—‘Comrade X’ (M-G). Only | (25). Last week, ‘Reuters’ (WB) and 
pic which doesn’t know it’s St. Nick | ‘Hit Parade’ (Rep) (2d wk), $8,000 
time. Set for 11 days, and should after $19,000 on first stanza. 
pull $4,300, okay. Last week, ‘Vigi- Met ‘Loew’s) (3,618: 25-35-50)— 
lJantes’ (U), a bit on the low side, | ‘Bagdad’ (UA) and ‘Dulcy’ (M-G). 
$3.000. Open today. Last week, ‘Bitter 
Nebraska (Cooper-Par) (1,236; 10- Sweet’ (M-G) and ‘Sky Murder’ 
20-25 )\—‘Bank Dick’ (U) and ‘Devil's | (M-G), fair $15,000. j 
Pipeline’ (U). Finished today (24), Paramount (Fabian) (4,126: 25- 
and ‘Bit of Heaven’ (U)_ with | 35-50)—‘Love Thy Neighbor’ (Par) 
‘Murder New York’ (U) coming in’ and ‘South Suez’ (WB). Due to- 
tomorrow (25). ‘Dick’ and ‘Pipeline’ morrow. Last week, ‘Letter’ (WB) 
got $900 in five days, n.s.g. Last and ‘Meet Missus’ (Rep) (2d wk), 
week, ‘Jennie’ (20th) and ‘Reuters’ | good $15,000. 
(WB), pretty fair $1,900. | Strand (WB) (2,87 25-35-50)— | 
Stuart (Cooper-Par) (1,884: 10-25- ‘Gang of Mine’ (iano) and stage 
40)—‘Bitter Sweet’ (M-G). Ran total | show with George White's ‘Scandals,’ 
of 11 days, getting severe $3,500 on ' Ben Blue. Mildred Fe nton, etc 
the whole tour, a very bad jolt for Arrives tomorrow. Last w ‘Aunt 
this house. Replacement is ‘Racdad’ Ma Rep) and ‘Ape’ ” (bone), 


(UA) tomorrow (25). Last wee 


<4 000 


the parade with ‘Four 
Mothers. Will continue with film 
for subsequent dating. New Theatre, 
too, is in with early start of ‘Chad 
Hanna,’ figured strong enough for 
continued playing. Pre-holiday trade 
was in the usual sluff here except 


|for unusually strong support on 
| weekends which swelled all b.o.s 
helpfully. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew's-UA) (3,000; 15- 
28-44)—Bagdad’ (UA). Opening to- 
day (Tues.) after five days of 





‘Voyage Home’ (UA). Latter had 
excellent reception from crix, but 
only fair support from public. Ford 
film figured at $4,500, after a mild 


$6,800 for ‘Kildare’s Crisis’ (M-G) 
in the week previous. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; 
15-28-39-44-55-66)—‘Nanette’ (RKO) 
plus vaude, Opens today (Tues.) 


after five days of ‘Night Tropics’ (U) 
and ‘Balto Follies,’ local talent revue 
staged in cooperation with the Balti- 
more News-Post, by H. Ted Routson. 
Short date garnered fairish $9,000, 


|after previous setup of ‘Christmas 


is decimating the! July’ 
main stem boxoffices for the present | attracted a satisfactory $12,200. 
Managements are | 


| 





(Par) and Jan Savitt orchestra, 


Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 
28-33-39-44)—'Second Chorus’ (Par). 


Openin tomorrow (Wed.) after 
week of ‘Bank Dick’ (U) to rather 
steady $6,300. Was preceded by 
‘Vigilantes’ (U) which also held up 


quite well to $5,700. 
New (Mechanic) (1,581; 
44)—Chad Hanna’ (20th). 


15-28-35- 
Pointing 


'to nice $6,000, okay in this limited 


seater. Figured strong enough to 
continue through holiday. Previous 
three and a half weeks of ‘Tin Pan 
Alley’ (20th) did a rousing total of 
21,400 for the run. 


Stanley (WB) (3,280; 15-28-39-44- 
| 55)—'Four Mothers’ (WB). In ahead 





| (2,349: 30-40-50 )—Bagdad’ 


of parade and figured to build with 
holiday to possible $12,000. Last | 
week, ‘East River’ (WB), helped by | 
strong weekend to $5,400. 


Seattle Marvelous: 
‘Bagdad Big 8146, 





‘Arizona’ Likewise 





Seattle, Dec. 24. 
(Best Exploitation: Fifth Avenue 
and Liberty) 


Strong product, backed by hefty | 
| exploitation, are almost completely 
killing the usual pre-Xmas gloom. 
What helped the burg’s ace houses 
again this week was stand-out biz 
|on Monday eve when the Fifth, Lib- 
lerty, Palomar, Orpheum and Para- 
| mount joined in ‘bank night’ for two 
new cars, and all ticket-holders had 


their fling at the gifts 


On the produ ict side, the Fifth has 


\‘Thief of Bagdad,’ the Liberty is | 
showing ‘Arizona,’ the Paramount | 
has ‘Comrade X,’ and the Palomar | 
has coupled a local kiddie show 
with ‘Dreaming Out Loud’ for fine 
returns, 

Best exploitation was for ‘Thief 
of Bagdad’ via heavy advance of 
| billboards, radio, lobby and news- 
paper ads. Campaign for ‘Arizona’ 


Was a concentrated newspaper bar- 
rage. 
Estimates for This Week 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Ever; 
(850; 30-40-50)—‘Go West’ (M- G) 
and ‘Too Many Girls’ (RKO) (2d 
wk). Moved over from Paramount. 
Okay $1,800 in five days. Last week, 
‘Escape’ (M-G p and 
(M-G) (3d wk), fair enough $2,000. 
Coliseum eon ick - Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-32)—‘Third Finger’ (M-G) 
and ‘Sky Murder’ (M-G) (2d run). 
Slow $1.500. Last week, 
Way’ (20th) and ‘River’ 
(2d run), big $4,000. 
Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Evergreen) | 
(UA). Big | 
newspaper and | 
heading this one for 
holdover and a great $8,500 pace. 
Last week. ‘Tin Pan Alley’ (20th) 
(2d wk), $5,500, good. 
Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 
‘Arizona’ (Col). Using 
to put it over, 


green) 


s End’ 


advance and heavy 
radio blasts, 


30-40-50 )— | 
the papers 





No Xmas Blues in Philly; ‘NW’ Big 
$23,000, ‘Bagdad’ Colorful $14,000 





kiddie show. 
$6,000. 
(U) and ‘Meet Missus’ 
stage show, 34,700, okay. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,039; 30-40-50) — ‘Comrade X’ 
(M-G) and ‘Kildare’s Crisis’ (M-G). 
Big $7,500. Last week, ‘Go West’ 
(M-G) and ‘Too Many Girls’ (RKO), 
$6,800, good, 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 16-32)— 
‘What They Wanted’ (RKO) and 
‘Dulcy’ (M- G) (2d run), Slow $1,800. 
Last week, ‘Howards’ (Col) and 
‘Profile’ (20th) (2d run), big $2,400. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- 
30)—'Sea Hawk’ (WB) and ‘Cabal- 
lero’ (20th) (2d run). Fair $2,000. 
Last week, ‘Stayed for Breakfast’ 
(Col and ‘Frank James’ (20th) (2d 
run), $1,900, slow, 


XMAS -GORDON 
ORCH 136, 
CLEVE. 


Cleveland, Dec. 24, 
Boxoffices took a beating over the 

weekend. Three houses further up- 
set skeds by cutting down current 
runs to open holiday attractions the 
day before Christmas. 

ng Voyage Home’ went slug- 
gishly gt State and was held to five 
days. Hipp’s ‘You'll Find Out’ also 
on the wishy-washy side, but more 
pick-up being shown by ‘Christmas 
in July,’ teamed with Gray Gordon’s 
orchestra at the Palace. 

Estimates for This Week 


Latter helping to big 
(Rep) and 








Last week, ‘Give Us Wings’ | 








Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55)— | 





‘Hullabaloo’ | 


‘Argentine | 
(WB) | 


and paced at wonder- | 


‘Tin Pan Alley’ (20th). Okay $3,500 
| for a third tough week. Last week, 
‘Zorro’ (20th) on three-day h.o. 
$2,000, nice, due to week-end break. 

Hipp (Warner) (3,700: 30-35-42-55) 


—Santa Fe Trail’ (WB). Opened 
today (24). ‘You’]] Find Out’ (RKO) 
dropped away to $9,000, fair, and 
last week ‘Tin Pan Alley’ (20th) 
copped satisfactory $16,000 on 10 
days. 

Palace (RKO) (3.200; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Christmas July’ (Par) and vaude. 





Combo building slowly to $13,000, an 
|above-average gross and the best 


took | 





Philadelphia, Dec. 24. 

_The old bogey, Xmas week, isn't 
living up to its advance billing this 
year. Supposed to be the worst sesh 
in the show biz calendar, it's netting 
some neat coin for at least three 
new pix, while most of the others 
aren't suffering as badly as was ex- 
pected from the Yuletide doldrums, 

‘North West Mounted’ at the Stan- 
ley is liv ing up to all expectations, 


‘Bagdad’ is running ahead of what 
was anticipated at the Aldine; ‘Four 
Mothers’ is in the okay class, and 


even ‘A Night at Earl Carroll's’ and 
a second rate stage show at the 
Earle show up well. 

Only newcomer taking the usual 
Noel walloping is ‘Second Chorus’ at 
the Boyd, and ‘Gallant Sons’ at the 
Stanton. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 35-46-57-68) 
—Bagdad’ (UA). Aided by flocks of 
a pee home for Xmas vacations 
and a personal appearance of Sabu, 


this tinted phantasy is netting a 
bright $14,000. Last week, ‘Voyage 
Home’ (UA) dropped to a sour 


$6,000 for its second tour. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 
—Arizona’ (Col) (2d run). Xmas 
blues hitting badly with poor $2,800 
headed for the till. Last week's 
gross for second sesh of second run 
of ‘Bitter Sweet’ (M-G) okay $3,000, 

Boyd (WB) (2,560; 35-46-57-68)—~— 
‘Second Chorus’ (Par). Sour notes 
with a putrid $9,000. Last week, 
‘Nanette’ (RKO) slipped badly to- 
ward finish and wound up with a 
poor $9,300. ‘Kitty Foyle has its 
world preeming here Friday (27). 

Earle (WB) (2,758; 35-46-57-68-75) 

—'‘Ear] Carrol’s’ (Par) with stage 
show including Three Stooges and 
Clyde McCoy orch. Good dough for 
weakie attractions with $19,200 for 
combo. Last week, ‘Christmas July’ 
(Par) with Woody Herman band on 
stage, fair $18,000. 


Fox (WB) (2,423: 35-46-57-68) 
‘Four Mothers’ (WB). Latest in the 
quartet series, solid $17,000. Last 
| week, ‘Seven Sinners’ (U) took it 
for meagre $12,700. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
| —‘Letter’ (WB) (2d wk) (4 days) 
and ‘Nanette’ (RKO) (3 days) split 
week, adding up to a fair $3,600, 
Last week, initialer for ‘letter’ 
(WB) (2d run), o.k. $5,300. 

Keith’s (WB) (1,970; 35-46-57-68) 
—Go West’ (M-G) (2d run) and 
i*Tin Pan Alley’ (20th) (2d run) (2d 


figure of the week. Last week, ‘Vigi- 


Opening of ‘Love Thy Neighbor’ 
(Par) pushed in Tuesday (24). “last 
week, ‘Go West’ (M-G), sloughed off 
at $8,000. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972; 30-35-42- 
55)—North West Mounted’ (Par). 
Fourth frame a bit mild at $2,500 for 


five days, being succeeded today (24) 
by ‘Rangers Fortune’ (Par). Last 
week ‘North West Mounted’ pulled 
| in a smart $5,500. 


XMAS’-VAUDE POOR 
| $8,500 IN N.G. INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Dec. 24 
managers draping their doors 
with crepe instead of holly. 
Circle usually books in flesh 
Christmas week, and _ this 
| ‘Streets of Paris’ takes over the stage 
|with ‘Christmas in July,’ a timely 
title on the screen. The flesh a: 
is played up big in posters about 
town, but it's still no dice, with red 
ink out for the seven-day stay 

taste hoping to cash in the 
initial appearance of Larry Clinton 
and his orchestra, plus Elaine Barry, 
and ‘Lady With Red Hair’ on screen, 
is also bucking a hopeless situation, 
with auditorium sparsely populated 

Loews’ is holding ‘Dr. Kildare’s 
| Crisis’ and ‘Angels Over Broadway’ 
for only five days, bringing in ‘Ari- 
| zona’ as the top pic of a double bill 
which also has ‘Girls Under 21’ to- 
|day (24). 

Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
140)— ‘Christmas July’ (Par) and 
| ‘Streets of Paris’ on stage. Red $8.- 
| 500. Last week, ‘Vigilantes’ 
‘Bit of Heaven’ (U), 


All 
for 
year 


igle 
£1 


on 


helped by per- 


lantes’ (U), plus Three Stooges and | 
Frances Langford, also broke over 
the crease, $14,500. 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Long Voyage’ (UA). ‘Raving suc- 
cess with the critics, but poor b.o. 
| stuff, barely $6,000 for five days. 


The | 


wk), split. Sub-par $3,700 Last 
week, opener of second run showing 
of ‘Tin Pan’ (20th) tuneful $5,100 
Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68) 
‘North West Mounted’ (Par). Run- 
ning away with the gravy train with 


smashing $23,000. Last week ‘Go 
West’ (M-G) way back in the bush 
leagues with pallid $10,600 

Stanton (WB) (1,457: 35-46-57-68) 
—Gallant Sons’ (M-G). Light- 
weight stuff with poor $3.300. Last 
week ‘South Suez’ (WB) and ‘In- 
formation Please’ short, satisfactory 


$5,000. 


‘NELLIE’ 7G, MONTREAL 


‘Arizona’ Okay $6,000—‘West’ Weak 
at 4'4G 

eee 
| Mc nti ‘eal, Dec. 24 
| ‘Nellie Kelly’ will likely top town 
in a poor week at $7,000, with ‘Ari- 
zona’ runner-up at $6.000. Balance 
will be middling to bad. 

Estimates for This Week 
| Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)~ 
| ‘Nellie Kelly’ (M-G). Pointing to 
| good $7,000. Last week, ‘Red Hair’ 
(UA), good enough $5,000. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Go West’ (M-G) and ‘Sky Mu 
(M-G). Weak $4,500 in sight. piped 
|week, ‘Zorro’ (20th) and ‘Yo 
Served’ (20th) (2d wk), poor $3.000. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800: 30-40-60)— 
‘Arizona’ (Col). Fair $6,000 i di- 
cation. Last week, ‘Letter’ (WB) ‘2d 
wk), fair $6,100. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 25-34-50)— 
‘Find Ort’ (RKO) and ‘Public Deb’ 
(RKO) Not so good $2,800 Last 
|week, ‘Wyoming’ (M-G) and ‘Five 
Peppers’ (Col), weak $2,500 


| after fading 


(U) and | 


Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50) 
-‘Voyage Home’ (UA) (3d wk). Five 
days to Xmas will be filler for $600, 
fast last week ‘~ $1,100. 
Cinema de Paris (France-Fi!m) 


(600; 25-50)—‘Le Jour S’Fleve’ ‘2d 
wk). Probable poor $1,000 in sight 
after fair $1,300 last week. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2.200: 25- 
34)—‘Sans Famille’ and ‘Chouri- 
owe. Weak $2.200 ahead after poor 

500 last week for ‘Neuf Celiba- 


fires’ and | ‘Martini Sec.’ 


ena Man’ for Fields 


Hollywood, Dec. 24 
‘The Great Man’ is the next 

| “i e - 
starrer for W. C. Fields at Unive: al. 


' slated for an early spring start ith 


Edward F. Cline directing. It ill 
be the fourth consecutive <a the 


ful $8,500. Last week, ‘Lone Wolf | Sonal appearance of Gloria Jean first 
Date’ (Col ) and ‘Giamour Sale’ three days, but slid after that to weak 
(Col), $3,700, okay. | $5,300. 
Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen)| Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40)— 
(850; 30-40-50) — ‘Tin Pan Alley’ | a Crisis’ (M-G) and ‘Angels 
(20th) (3d wk). Fair $1,909. Last | Broadway’ (Col). Booked in for five | 
week, ‘North West Mounted’ (Par) | | days ouiy, with not-so-hot $3.500 for 
| (4th wk), $2,200, okay. |the stay. Last week, ‘Long Voyage’ 
Orpheum’ (Hamrick - Evergreen) ; (UA) and ‘Hullabaloo’ (M-G), puny 
(2.600: 30-40-50) — ‘Vigilantes’ (U) | $5,500. 
and ‘Laddie’ (RKO). Punko $3,200.| Lyrfe (Lyric) (1.900; 25-30-40)— | F > for U. and the thir« 
Last week, ‘Bank Dick’ as and | ‘Red Hair’ (WB) and Larry Clinton's | ©0™'* = as made fo! a 
‘Mystery New York’ (20th), $4,200, | orchestra, plus El ine Barry on stage. |“? o wt a ect 1 i } vriting 
slow. Red $7,500 Las t week, ‘Couldn’t Sa Story, currently in the wr! Pag 
Palomar (Sterling) (1.350; 20-50)! No’ (WB) and Ted Scone orch estra, mill, has a South American back 
'—‘Dreaming Loud’ (RKO) plus local ! okay $11.000 ' ground. 
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‘Letter’ $5,000 in 5 Days, Mpls. 
Vaude to Pep Up Holiday Runs 





Minneapolis, Dec. 24. 

Because Christmas comes mid- 
week, several houses, notably the 
Orpheum, open their new shows to- 
day (24). So Gene Krupa and his 
band, plus supporting acts and 
‘South of Suez’ on the screen, get 
off to the races on a Tuesday. Helped 


by the schoo] vacation, this layout, 
with its hefty appeal to the younger 
elements, should prove an ace at- 
traction for the Orpheum. 

The principal regular starter, “The 
Letter,’ at the State, opening on the 
usual Friday, bows out after today, 
so that the house can have a new 
offering, ‘Love Thy Neighbor,’ start- 


ing Christmas Day. The same 
schedule obtains for the Gopher’s 
‘Angels Over Broadway’ and the 


World’s second week of the Walt 
Disney ‘Festival,’ which give way 
tomorrow (25) to ‘Little Nellie 
Kelly’ and ‘Thief of Bagdad,’ re- 
spectively. 

Reopening of the 4,000-seat Minne- 
sota theatre with a vaudfilm policy 
New Year's eve will help to bring 
1941 into the loop with a bang. It 
means two competing flesh shows, 
inasmuch as the Orpheum also will 
have a stage array, including Ger- 
trude Niesen and Ada Leonard, to 
yit against Ken Murray, Dixie Dun- 
ae. Ruth Petty, et al. There'll also 
be a rodeo and thrill show at the 
Municipal Auditorium. 

Estimates for This Week 


Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-28)— 
‘Won't Talk’ (Col) and ‘Always 
Bride’ (WB), dual first-runs. Light 
$800 for six days indicated. ‘Dream- 
ing Out Loud’ (RKO) and ‘Give Us 
Wings’ (U), dual first-runs, open 
Wednesday (25). Last week, ‘Murder 


New York’ (20th) and ‘Girls 21’ 
(Col), dual] first-runs, split with 
‘Nobody's Sweetheart’ (U) = and 


‘Street Memories’ (20th), also dual 
first-runs, $1,200 for eight days, fair. 

Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 28- 
$9-44)—‘Escape’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Moved here from State, and is in for 
five days at light $1,800. ‘Letter’ 
(WB) comes over. from 
Wednesday (25). Last week, ‘Red 
Hair’ (WB), $2,000, bad. 

Esquire (Berger) (290; 15-20)— 
*Slave Ship’ (20th) (re-issue). Prod- 
uct the big problem here, and pres- 


ent policy is to play re-issues at re- | 


duced scale. This one building and 
may reach fair $700. Last week, 
‘Leopard Men’ (Indie), $500, mild. 

Gopher (Par-Singer) (998; 28)— 
‘Angels Broadway’ (Col). In for six 
days, making way tomorrow (25) for 
‘Nellie Kelly’ (M-G). Light $1,500 
looks about all. Last week, ‘Chero- 
kee’ (Par), $1,700, poor. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,800: 28- 
39-44)—‘Zorro’ (20th) (2d wk). Run- 
ning four days of second week, and 
then steps aside today (24) for Gene 


Krupa, etc, on stage and ‘South 
Suez’ (WB) film. Will do well to 
reach light $1,800 after fair $5,200 


first week, making $7,000 for the 11 
days—probably not bad considering 
period of year. 

State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 28-39- 
44)—‘Letter’ (WB). After five days 
this one moves to the Century, being 
supplanted here by ‘Love Thy Neigh- 
bor’ (Par) Wednesday. High praise 
from critics, but seasonal influences 
wrecking boxoffice chances. Should 
finish to light $5,000. Last week, 
‘Escape’ (M-G), $7,000, fair. 

Uptown (Par) (1,200; 28-39)—‘City 
Conquest’ (WB). First neighborhood 
showing. Fair $1,500 in prospect. 
‘Third Finger’ (M-G) opens for 
week Christmas Day—first nabe 
showing. Last week, ‘What They 
Wanted’ (RKO), five days to fair 
$1,300. 

World (Par-Singer-Steffes) (350: 
28-39-44-55)—‘Walt Disney Festival’ 
(RKO) (2d wk). Remains five days 
of second week before stepping aside 


for ‘Bagdad’ (UA) on Wednesday. 
Light $900 indicated after fair $1,500 
first week. 


‘KILDARE’ DUAL $7,500, 
PROV. MARKING TIME 


Providence, Dec. 24. 


With plenty of late Christmas 
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State | 


' (65 


1 (UA). 


shoppers jamming downtown Provi- | 


dence, few are finding their way into 
the theatres which are just about 
marking time until new openings. 
All are below average. 

Estimates for This Week 
«Albee (RKO) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
Dreaming Loud’ (RKO), ‘Blackout’ 
(UA) and Louis-McCoy fight pics. 
So-so $4,000 in five days. Last week, 
‘Bank Dick’ (U) and ‘Streets Cairo’ 
(U), good $6,200. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400: 28-39- 
50)—‘Philadelphia Story’ (M-G) and 
‘Gallant Sons’ (M-G) (3d downtown 
wk). Still strong and expecting to 


Key City Grosses 





Esiimated Total Gross 
This Week $1,239,400 
(Based on 25 cities, 168 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, tnctuding 
nN.” 7.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
SS | eee $1,779,200 
(Based on 25 cities, 173 theatres) 





VOYAGE’ $14,000, 
DETROIT COIN 
PLENTIFUL 


—_— _-— 





Detroit, Dec. 24. 

After only one sour week during 
| the Christmas buying season—the 
|more unusual in that it has been 
,the greatest shopping year on record 
here—Detroit’s houses are showing 
signs of coming back to life. The 
town’s rife with bonus money, every- 
body following the motor companies’ 
example of handing out Christmas 
checks. 

; The upswing in business is catch- 
ing the houses unprepared since 
they were dragging out runs beyond | 
their normal time of sloughing off to | 
Christmas | 





| 
| 
| 


start with big bills on 
day. 
| Michigan is going 12 days with 


i‘The Letter’ and on Christmas goes 
over to ‘Love Thy Neighbor.’ ‘The | 

Letter’ then goes to Palms-State cur- 
rently carrying ‘North West Mounted’ | 
into a fifth week. Fox kept on its | 
jregular Friday change, coming up| 
with the current ‘Escape to Glory’ | 
and ‘Night in the Tropics’ but will} 
ilet them go in five days to start! 
i*You'll Find Out’ and ‘Truth or Con- 
| sequences’ on stage. 

Adams is stretching ‘Tin Pan Alley’ 
into its fifth week—oddly enough this 
has had four different companion 
|pictures in its run, three aviation: 
‘The Great Plane Robbery.” ‘Charter 
Pilot’ and present ‘Give Us Wings’ 
}—but comes up Christmas with the 
| first run of ‘Thief of Bagdad.’ Only 
|the United Artists readied itself for 
|the holiday biz starting off ‘Long 
| Voyage Home’ and ‘Comrade X’ due 
|to carry it at least to New Year’s. 

Estimates for This Week 
Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40-55) 
Christmas)-—‘Tin Pan _ Alley’ 
(20th) and ‘Give Us Wings’ (U), five 
days, and ‘Bagdad’ (UA), two days. 
Good $6,500. Last week former pair 
just picked up a fair $4,500. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
55) (65 Christmas)—‘Escape Glory’ 
(Col) and ‘Night Tropics’ (U), five 
days, and ‘You'll Find Out’ (RKO) 
plus ‘Truth or Consequences’ on 
stage, two days. Nice $18,000. Last 
week ‘Seven Sinners’ (U) and ‘Jen- 

ie’ (20th), dull $14,500. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (5,000; 
30-40-55) (65 #Christmas)—‘Letter’ 
(WB) and ‘Captain Cautious’ (UA), 
five days, anc ‘Love Thy Neighbor’ 
(Par) and ‘Kit Carson’ (UA) two 
days. Look for an o.k. $15,000 for 
week with holiday pull. Last week 


the former pair picked up an un- 
exciting $14,000. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) 
(3.000: 30-40-55) (65 Christmas) 
‘North West Mounted’ (Par) and 
‘Night Earl Carroll’s’ (Par). five days 


then takes over from Michigan ‘Let- 


ter’ (WB) and ‘Captain Caut 

(UA), two days. Expectations not 

above average $7.000 Last week 
their fourth session ‘North West 


+ 


Mounted’ and companion got a fal! 
$6.500. 
United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2.000: 30-40-55) (65 Christmas 
‘Long Voyage’ (UA) and ‘Comrade X’ 
Going strong already and 
looks to a big $14.000 and hold. Last 
week ‘Go West’ (M-G) and ‘Kildare’s 
Crisis’ (M-G) came out with a mild 


| $8,000. 


close with good $3,000. Last week, | 


‘Here Comes Navy’ (WB) (re-issue) 
and ‘Tugboat Annie’ (WB) (2d run), 
nice $3,500. 

Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 15-28)—‘Scar- 
face’ (WB) (re-issue) and ‘Sky 
Bandits’ (Rep). Fair $2,500 expected. 

ast week, “Texas Terrors’ (Rep) 





and ‘Couldn't Say No’ (WB), good 
$3,000. 

Majestic 
‘East River’ 
Neighbors’ 
$4,500. Last 


(Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 

(WB) and ‘Friendly 
(Rep). Paced at okay 
week, ‘Vigilantes’ (U) 
and ‘Jennie’ (20th), good $6,500. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50) 
‘Kildare’s Crisis’ (M-G) and ‘Escape 
Glory’ (Col). Seasonably slow $7,500. 
Last. week, ‘Philadelphia Story’ 
(M-G) and ‘Gallant Sons’ (M-G) (2d 
wk), swell $10,400. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-40-50)— 
‘Night at Carroll's’ (Par) and ‘Be- 
fore I Hang’ (RKO). Weak $4.000 
Last week, ‘Christmas July’ (Par) 
and ‘Meet M 


ssus’ (Rep), doddering 
$4,000. 


|} manage $3,000 in 
| week, 
| wk), $2,500, good. 


‘West’ 3G, ‘Hair’ $2,400 
Lead Limping Memphis 
Memphis, Dec. 24. 
This is an off week in more ways 
than one, Business is way off and 
openings have been juggled to 
in Christmas Eve break for 
features. 
night 


new 


were four, five or 
runs. Early-in-week 
prevail through New 
then back to normal 
Not much to choose between 
West’ at Loew’s Palace; ‘Lady with 
Red Hair’ at Warner and ‘Trail of 
Vigilantes’ at the New Malco. All 


six-day 
preeming will 
Year period, 


‘Go 


| could do lots better. 


Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s State (Loew) (2.600; 10-33- 
44)—'Little Men’ (RKO). Six-day 


get 


Attractions that closed last | 


L.A. in Fair Shape; ‘Arizona’ 


| 


run on this might get $2,500. Last | 


week, ‘Land of Liberty’ (M-G), 
$3,000, fair. 

Warner (Warner) (2,300; 10-33-41) 
—Lady Red Hair’ (WB). In for five 
days to mebbe $2,400. Last week, 
‘Voyage Home’ (UA), $3,750, so-so. 

New Malco (Lightman) (2,800; 10- 
33-44)—‘Trail Vigilantes’ (U). In 
five days this one is getting $2,600. 
Last week, ‘Angels Broadway’ (U), 
three days, and ‘Little Bit Heaven’ 
(U) with Gloria Jean in 


| three days, $4,000, n.s.g. 


(10-33-44) 
Marxes should 
six days. Last 
Pan Alley’ (20th), (2d 


Loew’s Palace (Loew) 
—Go West’ (M-G). 
‘Tin 


Strand (Lightman) 
‘Dreaming Out Loud’ 
run) three days; 


(10-22-33 )— 
(RKO) (2d 
‘Doomed to Die’ 
(Mono), two days, and ‘Melody 
Ranch’ (Rep), three days. Should 
grab mild $1,950. Last week, ‘Dancing 
Dime’ (Par), three days; ‘Slightly 
Tempted’ (U), two days, and ‘Dia- 
mond Frontier’ (U), two days, $1,700, 
about as expected. 


Voyage $4,200 In 
5 Days, Louisville; 
Reissues OK 36 


Loufville, Dec. 24. 








the coin in circulation around town 
on the current week, and plenty of 
the folding dough was in evidence. 
Payrolls from the mammoth powder 
plant under construction at Charles- 
town, Indiana, near here, as well as 
pay checks from the Bowman Field 
defense project, and Ft. Knox, Ky., 
which is rapidly becoming a small 
city, are all creating a boom in the 
retail trade. Film houses, however, 
are not reaping enough of the har- 


person, | 


| Sinners’ 
| (RKO) 


$17,300, ‘Bagdad 


Sighting $15,000, 


Chorus-Vaude Buck Trend, 136 





Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
(kre $330,800 
(Based on 13 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 


(Based on 12 theatres) 


‘NELLIE’ $17,000 
ON FIVE-DAY 
HUB H.0. 


Boston, Dec. 24. 
‘Nellie Kelly’ registered well at the 











Orpheum and State for the past five | 
days, and is succeeded by ‘Thief of | 


Bagdad’ at the Loew stands, starting 
today (24). Opening day schedules 
are scrambled all over town, so that 


| openings will get benefit of holiday 


biz this week and next. 
Christmas shopping has crimped 
biz here except on weekends. 
Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 28-39-44-55) 
—‘Devil Bat’ (Prod) and ‘First Ro- 
mance’ (Mono), dual, with stage 
show, four days, and ‘Street Scene’ 
(UA) and ‘In Army Now’ (20th) 
(both reissues), dual, two days. 
Headed for around $6,000, not bad. 
Last week, ‘Pride of Bowery’ (Mono) 
and ‘Meet Missus’ (Rep), double, with 
stage show. four days: and ‘Seven 
(U) and ‘Triple Justice’ 
(both 2d run), dual, three 


| days, $10,000, okay. 
Christmas spending took most of | 


vest to lift them from the Christmas | 


lull, : 

Best grosser of the new product is 
‘Long Voyage Home’ dualled at 
Loews’ State. ‘Here Comes Navy’ 
and ‘East of River’ (re-issues) at the 
Strand, are making a surprisingly 
fine showing. All houses will have a 
short week, opening their current 


programs on Thursday (19), and 
bringing in the new bills today (24) 
Arrangement will mean Xmas: week 


bills will probably be held eight days, 
to provide for New Year’s Eve 


nes 


open- 


Estimates for This Week 

Srown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1.400: 15-30-40)——‘Escape’ (M-G) and 
‘Won’t Talk’ (Col). This pair played 
Loew’s State a couple week avo, 
and are doing fairly 
turn On shortened 
take okay $1.100. 


well on the re- 
week, looks to 
Last week ‘You’ll 


Find Out’ (RKO) and ‘Street Mem- 
ories’ (20th), medium $1,600. 
Kentucky ‘(Switow) (1,200: 


15-25) 
‘Ramparts’ (RKO) and ‘Rangers For- 
tune’ (Par). Grabbing about average 
biz, with some drop-in trade from 
the shopping throngs Aiming at 
$1.300, medium Last week ‘City 
Conquest’ (WB) and ‘Kit Carson’ 
UA), allright $1.400 
Loeew’s State (Loew’s) 
20-40)—‘Long Voyage’ 
‘Girls 21’ (Col) 


(3.100: 15 
(UA) and 
Doing pretty good 
on abbreviated week pix 
opened Tuesdav (24). so current bill 
had only five-day run, but okay 
$4,200 Last week ‘Philadelvhia 
Story’ (M-G) and ‘Gallant Sons’ 
(M-G) on second week, tallied okay 
$6.000 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1.900: 
15-30-40)-—‘Tugboat Annie’ (WB) 
Pretty light traffic on this one, with 
week cut short to open new pic to- 
dav (24). Everything considered, 
doing as well as can be exnected. 
nrobablv $1,700. fair. Last week ‘Red 
Hair’ (WB), mild $2,800. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3.400; 15- 
30-40)—‘Tin Pan Allev’ (20th) and 
‘Murder New York’ (20th) (2d wk.) 
H.o. for an additional five days has 
slowed up considerably. and points 
to returns In a minor strain. $3,400 
Last week same nic smacked through 
for splence7 $9.000. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1.400: 
15-30-40) —‘Here Comes Navy’* (WB) 
and ‘East River’ (WB) (re-{ssues) 
Snagging some sizeable coin, and 
probably setting a more healthy nace 
than other first-runs. Will round un 


New 


‘kav $2000 on brief week Last 
week ‘Vigil nta-:’ (TT) and ‘San ly 
Mian’ (UU). mild $2,500 


Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 28-39-44-55) 
—‘Here Comes Navy’ (WB) (reissue) 
and ‘Melody Moonlight’ (Rep) (1st 
run). Pallid $3,000 indicated. Last 
week, ‘Northwest Mounted’ (Par) and 
‘Youth Served’ (20th) (both con- 
tinued run from two weeks at Met), 
very good $7,000. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 28- 
39-44-55) —‘Vigilantes’ (U) and 
‘Dreaming Out Loud’ (RKO). In for 
six days, and will get around $7,500, 
seedy. Last week, ‘Bank Dick’ (U) 


and ‘Blackout’ (UA), anemic $9,000. | 


Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 28-39- 
44-55) —‘Tin Pan Alley’ (20th) and 
‘Murder New York’ (20th). Holdover 
for six days, sagging to $8,500, poor. 
Initial week of same duo tallied nifty 
$18.000. 

Orpheum (Loew) 
55)—Nellie Kelly’ 


cape Glory’ (Col). 


(2,900; 28-39-44- 
(M-G) and ‘Es- 
Holdover for five 


days. will tally okay $10,000 Last 
week, ‘Third Finger’ (M-G) and 
‘Kildare Crisis’ (M-G), holdover two 
lay and ‘Nellie Kelly’ (M-G) and 


‘Escape Glory’ (Col), five days, $18,- 
009. very good 
Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 28-39-44- 


55)—‘Here Comes Navy’ (WB) (re- 

we) and ‘Melody Moonlight’ (Rep) 
(Ist run) Weak $5,000. Last week 
Northwest Mounted’ (Par) and 
‘Youth Served’ (20th) both con- 


tinued run from two: weeks at Met), 
very goo j $9,000 
Scollay (M&P) 
‘You'll Find Out’ (RKO) and ‘South 
Suez’ (WB) (both 2d run). Tepid 
$2.500 promised. Last week, ‘Letter’ 
(WB) and ‘Tugboat Annie’ (WB) 
(both 2d run), $3,000 in six days 
State (Loew) (3,600; 28-39-44-55)- 
‘Nellie Kelly’ (M-G) and ‘Escape 
Gl > (Col). About $7.000, okay for 
five days. Last week, ‘Third Finger’ 
{ ildare Crisis’ (Col 
- and ‘Nelly Kelly’ 
(Col), two 


(M-G) and ‘K 
holdover five 
oy 


(M-G) and ‘Escape Glory’ 
days, $14,000, good. 


NELLIE’“SANDY’ FAIR 
$7 200, OMAHA NOT BAD 


Omaha, Dec. 24. 
Two major houses played re-issues 
for pre-Christmas week and did 
pretty well. Weather break with 


aay 


clear, warm days also helped. ‘Trail 


of the Lonesome Pine’ and ‘Thanks 
for the Memory’ at the Omaha 
pulled a fair $6,600 which isn’t big, 


nor is it hay. The Brandeis came 
back with an oldie for a first fea- 
ture — the Cagney-O’Brien opus, 


‘Here Comes the Navy,’ plus Joe E 
Brown in ‘So You Won't Talk’ — for 
a light $5,500. The Orpheum opened 
‘Little Nellie Kelly’ and ‘Sandy Gets 
Her Man’ for a probable $7,200. 
Estimates for This Week 
Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 10-30- 


40) — ‘Nellie Kelly’ (M-G) = and 

‘Sandy Man’ (U). Fair $7,200. Last 

week, ‘Kildare’s Crisis’ (M-G) and 
(Continued on page 21) 


(2.538: 28-39-44-55) | 


a 
vv 


e 
Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 
Spotty biz over the weekend 
helped a few of the first runs sur- 
|mount the traditional week-before- 
Xmas blues, but grosses generally 
| are away off. Paramount and Loew’s 
| State downtown, aré reaping most 
| of trade, with ‘Arizona’ at the RKO 
j}and Pantages hitting about $16,000 


|}on initial stanza. 

United Artists and Wilshire, reg- 
ular moveovers, switch bills mid- 
week and current stanza at these 
houses is confined to four days each. 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,034; 
30-44-55-75) —‘ Bagdad’ (UA) and 
}‘Murder New York’ (20th). Poor 


' $6,500. Last week, ‘Go West’ (M-G) 
| and ‘Dulcy’ (M-G), weak $6,800. 
| Downtown (WB) (1.800; 30-44-55) 
‘Four Mothers’ (WB) and ‘South 
|Suez’ (WB). Pre-Christmas slump 
hurt, and best in sight is $6,000. 
| Last week, ‘Seven Sinners’ (U) and 
| ‘Always Bride’ (WB), weak $5,500. 
Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900: 44- 
55 )—-"Escape’ (M-G) (4th-final wk.). 
Slipped to meagre $2,100. Third 


week fair $3.600. 
(1,100: 30-44-55-75) 


Hawaii (G&S) 
—‘Before I Hang’ (Col) and ‘Won't 
Talk’ (Col). Very little in prospect 
for this brace of underdogs at $1,000, 
Bill, however, holds for second 
stanza in hope that after Christmas 
biz will pick up. Last week, sex 
drama. 

Hollywood (WB) 
|—‘Four Mothers’ 


(2.756; 30-44-55) 
(WB) and ‘South 
Suez’ (WB). Better than expected 
considering Xmas _ opposition, but 
$6,000 will be big. Last week, ‘Sin- 
ners’ (U) and ‘Always Bride’ (WB), 
not very hot at $5,500. 
Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 30-44-55)— 
‘Arizona’ (Col) and ‘Get Girl’ (U) 
okay $7,800. Last week, ‘Bank Dick! 
(U) and ‘Escape Glory’ (Col), on 
six days very slim $4,200. 
Paramount (Par) (3,595: 30-44-55- 
75)—‘Second Chorus’ (Par) and 
|stage show. Neat $13.000 consider- 
ing time of year. Last week. ‘Christ- 
mas July’ (Par) and ‘Earl Carroll’s’ 
(Par) with stage band. dismal $9,- 
500. House is making play current- 
ly for juve patronage by runnin 
‘Alice in Wonderland’ (short) at! 
nats only. 
RKO (RKO) 


2.872: 30-44-55)— 
‘Arizona’ (Col) and ‘Get Girl’ (U). 
Excellent $9,500. Last week, ‘Bank 
Dick’ (U) and ‘Escape Glory’ (Cob), 
on six days soso $5,000. 


State (Loew-F-WC) (2,414: 20-44- 
55-75) —‘Bagdad’ (UA) and ‘Murder 
New York’ (20th) Looks only 
$8,500, not good. Last week, ‘Go 
West’ (M-G) and ‘Dulcy’ (M-G), 
same 


United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100; 
30-44-55)—‘Go West’ (M-G) an 
‘Dulcy’ (M-G). Moveover bill worth 
$1,300 for four days, Last week, 
‘Comrade X’ (M-G) and ‘Charter} 
ilot’ (20th). slim $3,200 i 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,414: 30-44-55) 

‘Go West’ (M-G) and ‘Dulcy’ 
(M-G). On moveover for continued 
first run will garner $2.200. four days. 
Last week, ‘Comrade X’ (M-G) and 
‘Charter Pilot’ (20th), satisfactory 
$5,300. 


‘Arizona’ 66, Portland: 
‘Neighbor’ OK $4,200 


Portland, Ore.. Dec. 24. 
Christmas week ushering in 
tronger product than town has seen 
latel; with ‘Tugboat Annie Sailg 
Again’ doing better than usual at the 
Broadway and ‘Arizona’ grabbing 
$6.000 at the Paramount 
‘Love Thy Neighbor’ going well at 
the Orpheum to around $4.200 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (2.000: 35-40 
50 )—Tugboat Annie’ (WB) and 
|‘Here Comes Navy’ (WB) (re e }, 
| Will probably take okay $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Land Liberty’ (M-G) and 


Galtant Sons’ (M-G) just fair $3,660. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,500f 
35-40-50)—‘Go West’ (M-G) and ‘Tin: 
Pan Alley’ (20th) (2d runs). Good 
$2,000 in three days. Last week, ‘No 
Time Comedy’ (WB) and ‘Flowing 


Gold’ (WB), wound up fifth session 
with $2,200. 

Orpheum ‘Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800; 35-40-50)—‘Love Thy Neigh 
bor’ (Par) and ‘Laddie)’ (RKO). 
Looks like better than usual $4.200. 
Last week. ‘Tin Pan Alley (20th) 


and ‘Gay Caballero’ (20th) closed a 
third stanza with average $3,200. 
Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) | 
(3.000: 35-40-50)—‘Arizona’ (Col) and | 
‘Earl Carroll’s (Par). Going over to 
strong $6,000. Last week, ‘Red Hair’! 
(WB) and ‘Dreaming Loud’ (RKO),/ 
not too hot $3.600 " 
United Artists (Parker) (1.000; 35-7 
49-50) —‘Nellie Kellv’ (M-G) andj 
‘Duley’ (M-G). Good enough $4.300.9 
T ast week ‘Go West’ (M-G) and ‘Kil- 
,dare’s Crisis’ (M-G), $4,500. ‘ 
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Mex Film Producers Ask Ouster 
Of Union Chief, Charge Violation Of 
Camacho Vow to Aid the Industry 





| 








Mexico City, Dec. 24. 

That Mexico’s struggling picture | 
industry is being hampered because 
it is just the plaything of Enrique 
Solis, secretary general of section 2 
(producers) of the national cinemat- | 
ographic workers’ union, is the ac-| 
cusation the Association of Producers 
and Distributors of Mexican Pic-| 
tures, made in an open letter to the | 
union official. 

The missive accuses Solis of being 
a despot and flagrantly violating the 
capital-labor principles President 
Manuel Avila Camacho expressed in | 
his inaugural address Dec. 1. Solis, | 
said the letter, is exerting an ‘odious | 
tyranny’ which is ‘fast killing this 
highly important national industry 
so that it is being far outstripped | 
by other Spanish-speaking countries 
which are not afflicted by problems 
with which Mexico has to contend 
and which are due to labor leader- 
ism’ 

‘We have been compelled to ad-| 
dress you this open letter because | 
you have never answered our per- 
sonal communications,’ the letter 
said. ‘We have repeatedly protest- | 
ed against the actions of your sec-| 


? | 
| 


} 
| 
| 


Mex Film Censoring | 
Gets a Face-Lifting 


Mexico City, Dec. 24. 

Facelifiting of pic-censoring regu- 
lations, with a trend toward fed- 
eralization, has been started by 
Jose Castellot, chief counsel of the 
Ministry of the Interior. 

This work is to be completed late 
in January. Enforcement of fhe new 
regulations is looked for some time 
during February. 





- Harley Delays Trip 


F. L. Harley, 20th-Fox managing 
director in Great Britain, has de- 
layed his trip to the U. S. until after 
the first of the year. 

He originally planned arriving in 
N. Y. in time to spend the year-end 
holidays here, but failure to obtain 
the necessary bookings on the Clip- 
per forced the postponement. 


Globe Legit? 


Continued from page 3=——— 




















was formerly the headquarters of 
the late C. B. Dillingham, who 
staged many musical _— successes 
there. Understood that any turn- 
over of the property could not be 
effected without six months notice. 

Change in ownership of the Im- 
perial, which has ‘Louisiana Pur- 
chase,’ was recently made. First 
mortgage of $373,849 was bought in 
by a group which holds certificates 








CUBA IN 3-MO. 
EXTENSION ON 
DECREE OK 





all kinds of difficulties between the Hays offices, it is understood in 
workers and the employes. Not only!N, Y. that a fhree-mohth extension 
have you not attended our just com-|}.. peen granted by the Cuban gov- 


plaints but you have wilfully dis- | 


torted our attitude to serve your own 
personal interests. That action has 
harmed the interests of members of 
your own section. 

‘The only way for our industry to 
get ahead is to have complete har- 


mony between its two principal fac- | 


tors: capital and labor.’ 
‘Deliberately Blocking Prod.’ 


The letter accuses Solis of delib- 
erately blocking the production of 
a Mexican picture, ‘Lo que el Viento 
Trajo’ (‘What the Wind Brought’) by 
reversing his approval of B. J. Kro- 
ger to serve as sound engineer. 

‘You deliberately rejected Mr. 
Kroger,’ the letter charged, ‘and in- 
sisted that the only sound engineer 
for this picture must be Jose Perez, 
who, it is notoriously known, uses 
exclusively sound apparatus of 
which you are the owner. 


‘As the policy you are following is | 
contrary to statements made in the} 
presidential message of Dec. 1, that! 
the federal government intends to! 


give private initiative full guaran- 
tees for the benefit of national econ- 
omy, this association precisely asks 
you to immediately solve the prob- 
lem you have created for our mem- 
ber, Alfonso Sanchez Tello, in the 
production of the previously men- 
tioned picture. Unless you immedi- 
ately correct this situation we must 
advise you that we will be obliged 
to suspend the production of pic- 
turesg a suspension that will last as 
long as you insist upon maintaining 
your hostile attitude toward the pro- 
ducers and members of your own 
union. 
Seek Ouster 

‘Inasmuch as you are the owner of 
picture-making equipment, including 
sound and light apparatus and cam- 
eras, articles which the workers’ 
union recognized on April 12, 1938, 


as the property of an employer but | 
not of a worker, we must endeavor | 


Mexico Lifts Lid on Religious Films 
Under Censor Ban By Previous Gov't 


to have you ousted from your union 
position because you are an employ- 
er but not a worker,’ the letter con- 
cludes. 

Though the war continues strongly, 
it does not seem that that the pro- 
ducers intend to quit cold. They 
are building high hopes of copping 
juicy biz in Central and South Amer- 
ica in 1941. 

Two of the biggest makers, Jesus 
Grovas, former Par exec here, who 
is prez of the Association, and Mi- 
guel Contreras Torres, who has 
worked in Hollywood, have about 
bought their tickets for a tour that 
will end in the Argentine. They in- 
tend to open exchanges and other- 
wise get down anchors for Mexican 
pix in key Central and South Amer- 
ican cities. This junket is scheduled 
to begin in January and will occupy 
about three months. 


ernment on its anti-block booking 
| decree, scheduled to become effective 


Jan. 1 next. American distributors 
had indicated they had no intention 
of selling under terms of the de- 
' cree, ; 

Whether spot bookings would be 
|made by U. S. distribs in the mean- 
time while the Cuban decree is re- 
| vamped in line with practical work- 
|ability still was questionable. Ex- 
tension was granted in order that 
such revision could be made, with- 
out hurting exhibitor interests. 


FORCED VAUDE WITH PI 





on the mortgage and they are now 
| the owners. Aifred J. Callahan, rep- 
resenting the bondholders, offered 
$5,000, which was accepted by Ralph 
_W. Long, formerly general manager 
| for the Shugerts. Latter have an 
operating agreement on the Imperial 
which is not affected by the sale. 
Another theatre deal concerns the 
Ambassador, also formerly on the 
Shubert string, house being leased 
for five years by Samuel Cummins, 
film distributor. First picture to be 
shown is ‘Ecatasy,’ which opens to- 





|day (Wed.). Picture was banned for 
Although no official notice of | 
tion of the union wHich has incited | change has been received by the 


some time. 


W. C. Fields 



































Continued from page 4 








|very beginning. They don’t want 
'him to smoke in his room. There's 

a woman there that he’s married to. 
She thinks he’s a bum. And there’s 
| this woman’s mother. She thinks 
|he’s a bum, too. And then there’s 
| this woman’s two daughters, which 
j}are also his own. They are ashamed 
of him. He’s very courteous about 
the whole thing. 

There’s a bank president, too, who 
gives him a calendar for capturing 
the bank robber who tried to get 
away with $50,000. He gives him a 
| job, too, and a firm shake of the 
i'hand. And Souse, he watches, and 
listens to everything. Sometimes 
| when they say something particu- 





| be . “i 
SOUGHT BY MEX GROUP ncessisnaing’ ana” sensibiity he 





Mexico City, Dec. 24. 

Enforced stage shows for all cin- 
emas in Mexico is the objective of a 
bill the National Theatrical Workers 
Federation has presented to con- 
gress. The Federation is demanding 
a law that will make it obligatory 
for the picture houses to present at 
least one vaudeville act a day. 

This is the only remedy for re- 
| ducing the number of jobless thespi- 
ans, the Fed argues, Cinemas dropped 
| stage shows some time ago because 
they were such poor b.o. Mexican 
| public no like mixing pix and vaude. 





Almy’s N. Y. Visit 


| Clifford Almy, Philippines’ man- 
| aging director for Warner Bros., has 
‘arrived in New York on his first 
| visit in nearly four years. 

He plans returning to Manila early 
|in January after home office hud- 
dles, 


} 


smiles and tells them that he sees. 
Oh yes, he says, I see, I see. He 
| doesn't say, ‘Is this calendar all I 
|get for capturing the robber?’ He 
| grows to be grateful for the picture 
| of the naked Ojibway girl on the 
| calendar: Suppose it was a pic- 
ture of a banker at his desk? 

Well, anyhow, you're laughing all 
the time the picture’s going on. The 
|Modern Museum in New York 
| might just as well take it right out 
|of the first-run picture houses and 
|show it to the serious-mind people 
| who study motion picture art with- 
|out waiting for 20 years to go buy 
| first. It’s just as funny now as it 
| will be 20 years from now, and 
there’s no need to wait. The world 
may change, but not this comedy. 
Time Magazine will go on picking 
|The Man of the Year every year, 
|but the guy who will make you 
jlaugh just to remember him will be 
| W. C. Fields any year. The only 
|thing to make sure of is that old 
Mahatma goes on writing the sce- 
‘narios for W. C. Fields, 











Mexico City, Dec. 24. 
Demonstration of a decided change 
of attitude toward religious pix, in 
}accordance with President Manuel 
Avila Camacho’s declaration that he 
| favors religious liberty, is the exhi- 
bition here of church-theme films in 


|public for the first time in several 
years. 





| The past government had main- 
tained a heavy lid on religious pix 
and even those of a churchy tinge. 
|The censors in that administration 


Mexico’ (‘The Queen of Mexico’), 
| Mexican made, and ‘St. Theresa of 
[the Child Jesus,’ a French film— 
| which were poison to the previous 
|administration because they are thor- 
| oug-going religious, are being exhib- 
|ited here to big biz. Makers and 
backers of ‘Queen,’ which depicts the 
|apparition of Our Lady of Guada- 
|lupe, Mexico’s patron saintess, 400 
|years ago, failed in all their efforts 
|to induce the old government to al- 
|low exhibitions of their pic, even in 
part. ‘St. Theresa,’ is story of the lifa 


The pic workers union, in an open | either banned outright all pix of re- | of the saint, Theresa Martin. 


letter to Avila Camzcho, defends 


Solis and calls the producers a lot|@ered cut from any other film all | to 


of names, besides classing them with 
the ‘enemies of Mexico and those 
who criminally strive to bring about 
a rebellion in the republic.’ 


\ligious plot or background and or- 


| references to religion. 


But times have changed, yet with- | tion of all religious films, provided | 


out any government fanfare. 
pix, purely religious—‘La Reina de 


Screening of these pix is construed 


government will permit the exhibi- 


'any other faith or creed. 


indicate that the Avila Camacho | 








‘Little Czars’ 


L 


which forced the fan books to give 
greater consideration to candid art, 
and the photogs assumed an im- 
portance in filmdom’s scheme of 
things far in excess of that ever ac- 
corded the chatterers. 

There was an era when the bulb 
boys were barred from the better 
initeries and from parties given in 
the homes of the stars. But that 
day is long since forgotten, and now 
‘they are welcomed in what was 
| formerly forbidden territory with 
open arms. 

That the shutter clickers can work 
untold harm on a talker thesp’s ca- 











even the most thoroughly-entrenched 
of the marquee names, for publica- 
tion of one uncomplimentary photo, 
they will tell you, can bring about 
‘broader public condemnation of an 
actor or actress than 50,000 printed 
|words. Ready and willing to testify 
{to the truth of this finding are Greta 
|Garbo, Sylvia Sidney, Katharine 
|Hepburn, Miriam Hopkins, Jean Ar- 
ithur, Cary Grant, Frances Farmer 
and Franchot Tone, all of whom 
‘have felt the sting of the Hollywood 
| photogs’ figurative lash. Miss Farm- 
er and Tone have been given the 
|roughest treatment, with the former 
still occupying the doghouse in spite 
of her serious efforts to make 
amends. 


Protecting Their Jobs 


The photogs insist that punishment 
of an uncooperative thesp is not an 
indication of vindictiveness on their 
part, but rather the only means 
'they have of protecting their own 
individual futures. When their boss- 
es, the editors, order a candid shot of 
a personality, it is up to the lensers 
ito come through, the latter argue. 
lIf the player responds willingly, 


theirs is an easy job, and the sub- 
jject is treated ‘with consideration. 
{But for those players who try to 
dodge, well that’s something else 
again. 

For years newspaper and mag edi- 
tors offered their photogs bonuses for 


| informal art on Garbo, but the bulb- 
kers were unable to accommodate, for 
|Garbo kept herself too well hidden. 
|\Later came a few forays by the 
|Swedish star into the Hollywood 
initery belt, and, trapped, she made 
|the best of the situation and stood 
istill long enough to be snapped. 
{Having shed her cloak of mystery, 
Garbo was no longer a quarry, for 
‘editors lost interest and today she 
jean roam about filmtown  undis- 
turbed by the lensers. 

When Miss Sidney came to the 
Coast from Broadway in 1928, she 
was a willing subject for the pho- 
togs. She soon found romance, how- 
ever, and began to put up a fight 
against being shot by other than 
studio-employed cameramen. The 
newspaper and mag boys voted to 
ignore her, a policy they were still 
pursuing when she deserted Holly- 
wood for Néw York in 1938. But 
when she again invaded Celluloidia 
a few months ago, she sent out word 
that she had learned her lesson. 
Since then, she has gone out of her 
way to be gracious to the photogs. 

Katharine Hepburn, who- imitated 
Garbo in her treatment of the 
lensers throughout her stay at RKO 
and her ensuing one-picture deal at 
Columbia, also discovered the error 
of her ways before she had finally 
shaken the dust of Hollywood from 
her lofty heels. Returning last sum- 
mer to do the film version of ‘Phila- 
delphia Story’ for Metro, she placed 
herself at the cameramen’s beck and 
call, but there were no takers. They 
decided to let her wait and fret a 
while longer, finally giving her the 
nod of forgiveness just before she 
headed east in September. 

Miriam Hopkins always has been 
and still is a camera-baiter, but she 
has been permitted to get by with 
it because, when snared, she never 
tries to fight back. Too, she’s good 
copy when they get her, for, as one 
of the photogs expressed it, ‘she does 
the nuttiest things, develops the 
screwiest expressions which do her 
no good professionally, but news- 
Qaper and mag readers eat ’em up.’ 

War On Jean Arthur 

Jean Arthur, like an earlier Sylvia 
| Sidney, has for some time demanded 
| that all outside photogs be barred 
‘from her picture sets, and re- 
‘| ligiously dodges the night spots 
|where they might be snooping 

about. So the lensers decided to 
| give her the silent treatment, 
'which, it is said, has only served 

to increase her bitterness toward 
|them. The result is that the Ar- 
thur-photogs feud is now one of 
| the really hot Hollywood wars, with 

















‘and attitudes that will disillusion 


Continued from page 1 


reer is admitted by the owners of | 


| the bulbers sacrificing sleep in their | 
Two |they do not disparage in any way | efforts to camera-catch her in moods 


of Hollywood | 








theatre-goers and further fuel her 
fighting spirit. 

Cary Grant played the same to 
the limit until six months ago, when 
he became a camera-dodger follow- 
ing the bustup of his romance with 
Phyllis Brooks. It was either side’s 
fight for a while, but the lensers 
finally won out by constantly keep- 
ing Grant in hot water, and he 
hoisted the flag of surrender. He's 
back on.a palsy-walsy level with 
the bulbers now. 

Frances Farmer was an okay leng 
subject until she married Leif Erick- 
{son and developed a distaste for 
everything Hollywood, including the 
camera boys. Immediately, the lat- 
|ter started a campaign of hate via 
|the lenses, photographing her when- 
| ever she could be made to appear to 
| disadvantage, and openly ignoring 
{her when news stills might be help- 
|ful to her. It became a battle royal 
| that will long be remembered by the 
lensers, aS was demonstrated recent- 
ly when she returned to the Coast 
and sought to make peace with them. 
They told her, and bluntly, it was no 
dice. 

Franchot Tone took it on the chin 
from the photogs for two years, then 
finally signed a treaty, and now he’s 
once more in good standing... Tone 
had always been cooperative until 
the crash of his marriage to Joan 
Crawford, for years hailed as the pal 
of all the cameramen, studio and out- 
siders alike. Tone insisted the lens- 
ers were persecuting him because of 
Miss Crawford, and went to extremes 
to block their efforts to snap him. 

There was the night when seven of 
the top photogs cornered Tone in the 
Seven Seas, a Hollywood cafe, and 
sent one of their number to his table 
to pick a fight. They were hopeful 
| he would strike the first blow to give 
them the opening for a mass assault; 
but Tone knew when he was licked, 
| and left the place by a side door. 

Shortly thereafter he left for Man- 
hattan, but the clampdown was still 
on him. The Hollywood lensers, be 
it known, have a working arrange- 
ment with their New York colleagues 
| Onder which a personality who wars 
on either group draws penalties from 
| both. 








Tone Finally Gives In 

Tone finally saw the light, and 
upon his recent return to Hollywood 
!admitted defeat. The lensers right 
|now are going out of their way in 
their efforts to show him the material 
value of their friendship. 
| Standing out in contrast to balkers, 
| past and present, are 10 players who 
'lean backwards in their willingness 
ito aid the photogs. They are Joan 


|Crawford, Joan Bennett, Barbara 
Stanwyck, Ann _ Sheridan, Binnie 
Barnes, Rosalind Russell, Clark 


|Gable, Mischa Auer, Victor Mature 
and Bob Taylor. Another who went 
| the limit in cooperation was the late 
Jean Harlow. 

| Each year the Association of Na- 
tional Magazine Photographers of 
| Hollywood, which has eight mem- 
| bers, select by ballot the most co- 
| operative star and award a properly- 
| inscribed trophy. First one went to 
|Harold Lloyd and his wife jointly, 
| with the second to Arlene Judge, and 
| the third to Joe Penner. Joan Craw- 
| ford was the winner in 1938 and 1939, 
;}and this year’s competition is be- 
| tween Barbara Stanwyck and Binnie 
| Barnes, with the odds favoring the 
former. 

Members of*the association are 

Earl Theisen, Look; Peter Stackpole, 
Life; Charles Rhodes, Fawcett Pub- 
lications; Jules Buck, Dell Publica- 
tions; Len Weissman, Silver Screen; 
Bob Wallace, Street & Smith Pub- 
|lications; Hyman Fink, Macfadden 
| Publications; Jack Alhin, M. L. An- 
nenberg Publications. Working at 
their side, though not holding tickets 
in the organization, are Art Carter, 
who ‘divides his time between the 
NBC publicity department and Movie 
| Life and Movies, and Gene Lester, 
| who represents Screenland. 
Lads have many methods of gain- 
|ing revenge on the balky stars, one 
of the most effectjve of which is to 
|catch the victim in an unguarded 
“moment, and, through application of 
lights and shadows, make he or she 
appear intoxicated. This has been 
done more than once with even tee- 
| totalers. 

Another {fs to shoot over the head 
| of the offender at theatre openings or 
|in niteries. Effective, too, is the idea 
|of walking up to the player's table 
| when studio execs and producers are 
| watching, giving the thesp a careful 
/0.0 and moving on without pressing 
the bulb. 

On the other hana, the boys never 
photograph a friendly player at an 
embarrassing moment 
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LOVE THY NEIGHBOR 


(WITH SONGS) 


Paramount release of Mark Sandrich pro- 
duction: directed by Sandrich, Stars Jack 
Henny and Fred Allen; features © Mary 
Martin, Mddie Anderson, Verree Teas le 
Merry Macs, Virginia Dale Oriett 
screenplay by William Morrow and ied- 
mund Beloin, Ernest Pagan 7. Myers; 
camera, Ted Tetzlaff; editor, LeRoy Stone, 
gongs, Jimmy Van Heusen, Johnny Burke 
At Paramount, N. Y., week Dec, 18, ‘40 
Running time: 81 MINS. 

Jack Benny ai ceoeescesseeen BORO 
Fred Allen. .cccccccccccsccecescse Fred Allen 
Maury Allen...cccccceceseesess Mary Martin 
Burbara Allen. .cocccccseees Verree Teasdale 
Roche er WUTTTYTT TLL TT Eddie Anderson 
Virginian Astor....ccoe.----.. Virginia ale 
Jo Ophin€.....-ecerseccees Theresa Harris 
Jor PR Pe ee Richard Denning 
Policeman. .cecessceecee ecee-.-dack Carson | 
George. .cecsnccces ooe6e080 Barnett Parker 
Br. Harrington..-ccccccscesess Russell Hicks 
Chambermaid....-... soscenteosmeaty weelies 
ee, ee rer Pre res ye et Chester Clute 
The Merry Macs........+:+« Judd Me Michael 
Yed McMichael, Joe McMichael, Helen 
Carroll 
Merriel Abbott Dancers 

Hardly a picture for the critics, 

‘Love y Neighbor’ will neverthe- 


less hit socko biz among the com- 
monfolk. The quartet of writers 
who pieced the yarn together have 
gone way overboard on that decrepit 
feud between Jack Benny and Fred 
Allen as source material for a fea- 
ture film, but audiences in the more 
homespun sectors will overlook that 
in favor of the laughs. 

There have also been months of 
high-powered plugging for the pic- 
ture by both comics on their re- 
spective airshows. And, inasmuch 
as Benny’s leads all other radio pro- 
grams in popularity rating and 
Allen’s show is among the first 10, 
that’s money in the exhibitors’ bank. 

There’s plenty of marquee value 
in the film, too, for aside from the 
two comedians, there’s a_ fellow 
named ‘Rochester’ (Eddie Ander- 
son) to tot up as 100% and a gal 
named Mary Martin, who brings to 
the screen for its initial airing her 
version of Cole Porter’s ‘My Heart 
Belongs to Daddy,’ which she intro- 
duced in ‘Leave It to Me’ on Broad- 
way a couple seasons ago. This 
vocalization can be rated, without 
qualifications, as among the top 
vocal interpretations on any screen. 
any time, anywhere. Strip-tease, 
which accompanied the tune in the 
legit, has, of course, been Haysed- 
out and the lyrics scrubbed. 

It’s unfortunate that, with such 
writing skill as Allen himself pos- 
sesses, a story couldn’t have been 
concocted to take minor advantage 
of the phony feud business which 
has been built up—but not get tire- 


some in leaning upon the same 
theme for so many laughs. Why 
two separate pairs of Hollywood 


scripters were required on the yarn 
is clearly evident. It would take at 
least that many to torture out a 
four-year-old publicity stunt for 81 
minutes of fast-moving film. 
Producer-director Mark Sandrich, 
with apparently few strings tied to 
his budget, has tossed in the works 


to overcome the story deficiencies. | 


And as neither Allen nor Benny is 
weakling at ekeing maximum 
laughability out of a mediocre gag. 
the comedy is there. It’s not what 
it should be or could be, but it’s 
plenty in evidence. 

Yarn doesn’t decoy the names of 
the two principals, but calls them in 
character Jack Benny and Fred 
Allen. It pieks up the pair in a 
traffic jam awaiting the docking of 
a boat. Jack’s in his Maxwell and 
Allen in a limousine and they get in 
a contest to see who can bump the 
other harder. The Maxwell] fall 
apart. Allen has come to the boat 
to meet his niece, Mary Martin, and 
Benny has driven Rochester down to 
meet his gal, Theresa Harris, Miss 
Martin’s maid, which sets the stage 
for further encounters. 

Allen appears to be going nuts 
over the feud and Miss Martin de- 
cides to get a iob in a show Benny’s 
producing in the hope she can bring 
the pair together. Idea runs into 
complications, however, and the bat- 
tie reaches the shotgun stage with 
Allen chasing Benny in a speedboat. 
There’s a crackup and when both 
men come to, Miss Martin tells them 
that Jack dived in and saved Fred's 
life. That makes them pals until it 
develops that Allen has hired Roches- 
ter away from Benny, which starts 
it al] over again. Meanwhile. Marv 
has fallen for Benny and enough 
time out is taken in the, battle 
scenes to get them married for the 
finale. 

Among the standout sequences is 
Rochester at a masquerade party at 
the Harlem Social and Come-What- 
May Club. He's garbed as Romeo 
and duets with his Juliet one of the 
three Johnny Burke-Jimmy Van 
Heusen tunes in the picture. ‘Dear- 
est, Dearest I.’ Another sock is the 
speedboat chase with sounds of auto 
brakes sereeching and tires skid- 
ding instead of whatever kinds of 
noise boats would make spinning in 
the water. 

Miss Martin, 
can 


as has been 


noted, 
take care of herself 


with the 


best vocally and is pleasing on the. 


looks angle. The tunes she shares 
with the Merry Macs are ‘Do You 
Know Why?’ and ‘Isn’t That Just 
Like Love.’ Neither is more than 
mildly catchy. Verree Teasdale is 
self-effacing as Allen’s wife and Vir- 
sinia Dale registers excellently as a 
noyden whom Allen hires to shower 
in Benny’s tub just as the marriage 
between Benny and Miss Martin is 
to take place. Theresa Harris scores 
okay, too, as Rochester’s playmate 
Merriel Abbott Dancers are featured 


ber, supposed to be in Benny’s show. 
Its a tasty sequence. Portland 
Hoffa and Mary Livingstone, re- 
spective wives of Allen and Benny 
and both important members of 
their husbands’ radio casts, are not 
seen in the film. 

Sandrich’s direction keeps things 
running at a speedy tempo. He has 


apparently been wise enough, too, to | 


let Benny and Allen take plenty of | 
rein in developing the comedy along | 
their own styles. Herb. 


HUDSON’S BAY | 


Hollywood, Dec. 19. | 


“ith Century-Fox release of Kenneth 
Macgowan production, Stars Paul Muni; 
features Gene Tierney, Laird Cregar, John 
Sutton, Virginia Fie!d, Vincent Price, 
Nigel Bruce. Directed by Irving Pichel. 
Original screenplay, Lamar Trotti; camera, 
Peverell Marley and George Barnes; tech- 
nical advisor, Clifford Wilson; music, 
Alfred Newman; editor, Robert Simpson. 
Previewed in Projection Room, Hollywood, 
Dec, 19, '40. Running time, 94 MINS, 


Pierre Radisson....... pueeseneas Paul Muni 
Barbara Hall........ eooeeeeesene Tierney 
Gooseberry cccecc kina Cregar 
Lord Edward Crew. .-John Sutton 
Nell GwWyAR..sicccce ecceces- Virginia Field | 
King Charles....... ccocceseee Vincent Price | 
Prince Rupert.....se« e6nesoeed Nigel Bruce 
Governor d’Argenson........ Montagu Love 


| 





ee 
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Zanuck takes another sideswipe at 
history here and comes off second | 
best again. The story of the birth of | 
the Hudson’s Bay Co., in the heart 
of Canada, has a good deal of in- 
trinsic and automatic excitement, 
but it is played for chatter—chatter 
here with Paul Muni declaiming 
long speech after long speech to 
slow up and reduce to a minimum 
the little action that there is in the 
first place. There are a lot of natural 
exploitation possibilities in the story 
which, with the aid of Muni’s name, 
should help it. Chances are, how- 
ever, that it will prove a disappoint- 
ment in most key houses. 

It looks very much as though this 
is a case of over-economy on 20th’s 
part. Certainly there can be no 
quarrel with the company’s attempt 
not to go overboard on expenditure, 
and certainly, too, it is difficult to 


Miniature Reviews 


‘Love Thy Neighbor’ (Par). 
Jack Benny and Fred Allen feud- 
ing their way to big grosses. 

‘Hudson’s Bay’ (20th). His- 
torical adventure yarn starring 
Paul Muni, too gabby and with 
too little action. 


‘No, No, Nanette’ (RKO). 
Anna Neagle in mild filmization 
of the 1925 Broadway musical 
hit. 

‘This Thing Called Love’ (Col). 
Sock comedy of sophisticated 
school, for smash biz. 

‘Seuth of Suez’ (WB). Strange 
jungle whodunit, helped’ by 
George Brent and sturdy cast. 
Dualer. * 

‘Michael Shayne, Private De- 
tective’ (20th-Fox). Exciting 
sleuth meller, likely to be first 
of new series. 

‘Charter Pilot’ 
aviation yarn 
Nolan. 

‘Behind the News’ (Rep). 
Newspaper yarn that’s strictly 
for the rural duals. 

‘Ellery Queen, Master Detec- 
tive’ (Col). Weak film debut for 
the w.k. radio and fiction myys- 
tery-solver. 

‘Lone Star Raiders’ (Rep). 
Standard westerner in the Three 
Mesquiteer series. 

‘Up in the Air’ (Mono). Fair 
lower-bracket mystery yarn with 
songs. 

‘Pony Post’ (U). Inferior 
western, with John Mack Brown 
unable to redeem insufficient ac- 
tion. 

‘They Met on Skis’ (Fr.) 
Surprise French entry that may 
do well if it can be sold as not 








(20th), Mild 
starring Lloyd 





call a picture which came in at 
about $800,000 a cheater. Neverthe- 
less, there seems to be evidence here 
that someone cut the corners in the 
places where it hurts most. 

Thus, for instance, there is much 
talk about a big Indian war, but you 
never see more than half a dozen 


redskins prowling around. There is | 


mention of the hardships and ardors 
of life in the Canadian wilds, but 
Muni and his lads always are com- 


ing from these hardships, or heading | 


towards them. There is, actually, no 
production flash to speak of, except 
in the British court scenes—and it is 
this lack of production which hurts, 
since it is the type of production 
which automatically brings with “it 
a good deal of action. And lack of 
action in an outdoors drama is well 
nigh unforgivable. 

Muni must have. smiled 
pleasure when he first read 
script and contemplated the role. It 
permits him to strut his stuff in 
typical Muni fashion. It has long 
declamations galore, even if they are 
of the» ‘Canada—she my wife—no 


with 


woman—joost Cahada’ school of 
writing. 
He is cast as Pierre Radisson, a 


French Canuck who has discovered 


where Hudson’s Bay is, a_ spot 
superbly rich in furs. He gets the 
British interested in financing him 


and forming the Hudson’s Bay Co. 
{because the French have cheated 
the Indian fur trappers) and estab- 
lishes the principles of hones‘ trade 
with Indians for profit on both sides. 

It is in the support cast that the 


major interest lies, from a produc- | 


tion standpoint. Laird Cregar and 
John Sutton are the names to re- 
member. The former is a huge giant 
of aman, a character plaver for 
whom there is a distinct and im- 


portant niche waiting. He combines 
the characteristics (generally speak- 
ing) of Laughton, Jannings and the 
French Harry Baur. As Muni's 
major domo here he doggone near 
walks off with a number of the 
important scenes. 

The other newcomer, John Sutton. 
is a juvenile and this reporter knows 
that Sutton is going places only be- 
cause all the newspaper ga's who 
were at the preview made a beeline 
to the statistical department im- 
mediately after the showing and 
lined up a load of background. He 
has looks, is manly and seems to 
make hearts flutter (if newsnaper 
gals can honestly be called femmes 
with hearts). 

Gene Tierney doesn’t get much of 
a chance here, Virginia 
practically a walkon, and Vincent 
Price makes a small role as King 
Charles of Britain’ notable. 

In all fairness it might be pointed 
out that the screenplay may not be 
as dull as it sounds; that French 
Canuck patois is a terrible handicap 
to load on a writer—or a film audi- 
ence, tor that matter. 


‘Cheyenne’ Starts Jan. 2 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

‘Lady from Cheyenne,’ first picture 
for Universal by the Frank Lloyd- 
Jack Skirball producing combina- 
tion, goes before the lenses Jan. 2, 
with Loretta Young and Robert 
Preston in the top spots. 

Lloyd is directing the film, the first 


of three under his 


contract with 


«intires film's -lone -production: nume + Skbal and. Univeltsa woes. 


the | 


Field is. 


just another ski film. 

‘Mannerheim Line’ (Russ). 
Provocative and fairly enlight- 
ening documentary. 

‘Nosotros, Los Tauchachos’ 
(Argentine). Fair ‘Boys Town’ 
| type, but mostly for home con- 
sumption. 

‘Speed Limited’ (Indie). Just- 
released cldie is a candidate for 
| the all-time nadir. 

‘Old Bill and Son’ (British). 
Click b.o. film built around 
famous cartoon character created 
by Bruce Bairnsfather. 


_ NO, NO, NANETTE 


(WITH SONGS) 








RKO release of Herbert Wilcox produc- 
ition, directed by Wilcox. Stars Anna 
Neagle; features Richard Carlson, Victor 


Mature and Roland 
Ken Englund; 


Young. Screenplay by 
from musical comedy of the 


|}same name by Frank Mandel, Otto Har- 
| bach, Vineent Youmans and Emil Nyitray; 
;}musie in both picture and film by Vincent 
| Youmans, ly#@ics by Irving Caesar and Otto 
| Harbaeh Camera, Russell Metty; editor, 
Allen Williams; musical direction, Anthony 
Collins. At Radio City Music Hall, N. Y., 


week of Dec. 19, 1940. Running time, 96 


MINS. 
SOOCLD ceceundddecsebecess Anna Neagle 
TOM. cccccsovecosooccsiocs Richard Carlson 
Wiis. . .cceocscccsccscens Victor Mature 
ee. “BIGNse4ec8eesueonsees Roland Young 
> a) errr re Helen Broderick 
PR 66rt cone ba teeaneanses ‘ ZaSu Pitts 
AOS pi ccdinctsbddasnteescesecees Eve Arden 
TONER. vincnus 0 eséses eens béaneak .. Tamara 
Stvles verre TT eee ...Billy Gilbert 
MWMCOR, ORO wee Stuart Robertson 
Stillw t J \ 
SPORES 6 00 haps onneenscsnesees Dorothea Kent 
FECMIINEGIOM. <coccedvocceesecs Aubre Mathe 
RPP UT UG 66 ssabee cb nese tneeae Mary Gordon 
ES so e/a oO BI Ok Daw *...Russell Hicks 


story. That’s all 
pects them to. 


right. No one ex- 
Plot is compensated 


for in a hit tune show by good music. | 


That’s an elementary show business 
lesson taught in a class that producer 
Herbert Wilcox must have skipped. 
In making a film version of the 1925 
Broadway hit, Wilcox has saved all 
the book but very little of the music. 


‘Tea for Two’ and ‘I Want to Be 
Happy,’ as well as the title tune, ‘No, 
No, Nanette’ have been reduced to 
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irtually incidental music. 


Even at that, Wilcox has been for- 


tunate. ‘Nanette’ has a pretty good 
plot as musical comedy plots go. He 
has erred, however, in complicating 
it instead of simplifying it, as was 


needed. Screenplay, a: 
Ken Englund, too frequently is hazy 
on detail. It has the audience guess- 
ing what’s happening and why in- 
stead of sitting back and enjoying 
the fun. 

Wilcox has been lavish, however, 
in instilling production values in 
‘Nanette’ and there’s no denying, de- 
spite their age, the lilt of the Vincent 
Youmans tunes. Anna Neagle, as the 
little Miss Fix-It who sparks the film 
is passable. Which, added up, means 
the picture will do only mild busi- 
ness. It’ll need strong support to 
hold top billing in the duals. 

Roland Young, with accustomed 
facility, tops the cast-appeal. Run- 
ners-up are Helen Broderick and 
ZaSu Pitts, which makes it clear that 
| all the honors go to the older gener- 
lation. Miss Neagle and the young- 
| sters, Richard Carlson, Victor Mature 
and Eve Arden, show to no advan- 
age against such a trio of cOmedy 
| vets. 

Yarn finds Young a oldster 
with a penchant for people 
}heppyeparisoutarty pretty gins» 


concocted by 


gay 





making 


promising them help to get ahead in 
their fields. Gals pop up one after 
the other, Tamara, Eve Arden and 
Dorothea Kent, at highly inopportune 
moments. Miss Neagle, as Young's 
niece, sets about getting each of the 
femmes the thing she wants, thus 
keeping from Young's wife the sor- 
did details. 


Carlson an artist. Nanette works on 
each to take the trouble-making 
females under their wings and save 
the family honor. In the process, 
the two boys both fall for Nanette 
and she finally chooses the artist. 
Meantime, Miss Broderick gets wise 
to the old boy and is about to hie to 
Reno when Nanette steps up, of 
course, to apply the balm. 


Neither Wilcox as the director nor 
Miss Neagle as Nanette gets out of 
the role what Louise Groody did in 
the Broadway version. Miss Groody 
went about her task in a strictly 
brushoff manner, getting things fixed 
solely by plying her nirtatious wiles. 
Miss Neagle, on the other hand, is 
like the repairman from the electric 
company. She knows trouble when 
she sees it and in all-seriousness goes 
about setting it aright. She should 


cal as a possibility for herself and 
located a juicy dramatic role, which 
suits her much better. Herb. 





This Thing Called Love 


Hollywood, Dec. 20. 


Columbia release of William Perlberg 
production. Stars Rosalind Russell, Melvyn 
Douglas: features Binnie Barnes, Allyn 


Joslyn, Gloria Dickson, Lee J. Cobb, Gloria 


Here is fun with a capital F. It is 


it has vim and—perhaps more to the 
| point—it is cinch boxoffice. 
Basically, there is very little differ- 
ence in story here from ‘His Favorite 
Wife,’ ‘Doctor Takes a Wife’ and 
other pix of that genre. 
way of skirting around Mr. Breen’s 
frowns. The couple are married to 
| begin with, and all their troubles 
consist of trying to fulfill or avoid 
their marital relationships. There 
| are those who will argue that there 


{is too much blue material in this 
| type of film for the good of the biz, 
|; but there are none who will deny 
that audiences enjoy sitting through 
them. 

Rosalind Russell and Douglas are 
‘the couple this time who, 
| legally wedded, don't know what to 
|do about sex. Or, rather, 
| specific, only one of them (at a 
time) knows what to do, while the 
other is coy. Roz starts off by having 
a theory: they will test their love by 
a three-month abstainment period. 
| Douglas can’t see that at all, and de- 
cides to break her down. By the 
time she sees reason, he has con- 
tracted a bad case of oak poisoning 
and has to bow out, resulting in a 
highly hilarious closeup of Miss Rus- 
|sell, doing a triple-take and turning 
fullface to the audience with ‘I don’t 
| get it; do you?’ 

Alexander Hall has piloted the 
picture with considerable spirit and 
a furious pace; 
seems a bit overlong, and some of 
the biz is repetitious. Clipping 10 
ninutes or so would help, although 
none of it is specifically 
pointed at. The writin’ too, is well 
in hand at all times and cleverly 





pointed, good situation and gab 
humor without resorting to gags. 
Really topnotch bow (more _ so 


than in most recent films) belongs to 
the Werner Heymann scoring job. 
Music is used here as an intrinsic 
and basic film element. The way a 
certain tune keeps popping up every 
| time Douglas repeats a certain piece 
of pantomimic* business (looking at 
himself in a mirror reflectively) is 
positively inspiring. It is as much a 
| laugh-getter as any of the acting 
business or any of the dialog. And 
the triumphant military march 
motive played very much forte as 
Miss Russel] walks towards Douglas’ 
bedroom for the fadeout is a roar. 
Both are about evenly divided on 


the acting honors, both managing to | 


‘point up their laughs beautifully, 
although a top. scene in 
Douglas does a rhumba as a cover- 
up for scratching (having contracted 
oak poisoning) 
support, Binnie Barnes does nicely 
and Sig Arno gets a few neat scenes, 
while Allyn J slyn turns in ancther 
of his topnotch jobs, but there are 
two, or three girls cluttering up the 
|scenery who photograph too much 
alike for comfort. 

Incidentally, Hall repeats a piece 
of business out of his own ‘Doctor 
Takes a Wife,” using a gargoyle 
statuette as a point-catcher, which is 
questionable -wisdom since it looks 
to the uninitiated as a steal from a 

« fareper > fila~ «<0 = . 


he -—-—©" = 


Mature is a theatrical producer and | 


have started by eliminating a musi- | 


| Suave 


SOUTH OF SUEZ 


Warner Bros. releave of First Nationa} 
production. Stare George Brent, Brena 
Marshall, George Tobias; features James 
Stephenson, Lee Patrick, Eric Blore.  [);- 
rected by Lewis Seller. Screenplay by 
Barry Trivers from story by Sheridan Gib- 
ney; camera, Arthur Todd; editor, Clarence 
Kolster; dialog director, Robert Foulk: 
music, Leo F. Forbstein. At Palace, week 
Dec. 18, '40, dual. Running time, 86 MINS, 
| John Gamble....... eceecesescs George Brent 
Katherine Sheffield........Brenda Marshall 
Eli Snedeker........ eeccesers George Toblas 


Inspector Thornton......James Stephenson 





Delia Snedeker.....cecseesees-Lee Patrick 
LAMECY .. cvcccccccccncccccesctce: EK: Blore 
Roger Smythe......cscccsoes-Miles Mander 
Henry Putnam........ evceeeCecil Kellaway 
| Mrs. Putnam....... eececeees.- Marv Forbes 
5 NED cs 086000000006800006 Gilbert) Emery 
| Prosecutor. .....cccccseoeesss stunley logan 
Defense Counsel.........Frederick Worlock 
sis éb020hs00065 eseeee Edward Fielding 
| Registrar.......0.- cocccesess JHOnaT.) Mudie 
Sedley..... eorsece ecccccocee Crauford Kent 
| Simpson........2. eccecccee- Holmes Herbert 
LANO...s0% Trrrrrerrr rer -»+-Prince Modupe 





Chief peculiarity of ‘South of Suez,’ 
jan odd jungle, murder thriller, is 
| that the acting is far better than the 
| story, yet the cast is not calculated 
| to add much lustre to the exhibitor’s 

marquee. Film’s length doesn't fit 
|}in too well for dual setups where it 
| should fare best. 
George Brent is intelligently cast 
/as a mine foreman who becomes in- 
| volved in the murder of his boss un- 
j til he is accidentally cleared by the 
actually guilty party. Struggle to 
| gain possession of a giant gem dis- 
| covered in the African diamond min- 
ing district results in the slaying of 
|Roger Smythe by ~Eli Snedeker 
| (George Tobias), with the murder 
|}framed on John Gamble (George 
Brent). 

George Brent has the tough task 
|of making the flighty Gamble char- 
| acter seem reasonable and forthright. 
work partially does this. 
| Brenda Marshall, as the slain mine 


;owner’s daughter, shows vast im- 
provement over recent efforts. 


, George Tobias makes a thoroughly 


| villainous Snedeker. Of the support, 


| Eric Blore, as Limey, the fastidious 


| butler, 


Holden Directed by Alexander Hall. 
Screenplay, George Sexton. Ken Englund, 
P. J. Wolfson; based on play by Edwin 
Burke as produced by Patterson McNutt; 
camera, Joseph Walker: asst. director, 
) William Mull; music, Werner Heymann; 
editor, Viola Lawrence. At Pantages, 
Hollywood, Dec. 20, '40. Runring time, 92 
MINS, 

Ann Winters....... eT iT eT Rosalind Russell 
Tice Colline............,..Melvyn Douglas 
Charlotte Campbell.........Binnie Barnes 
ee 7, ee -Allyn Joslyn 
Florence Bertrand..........Gloria Dickson 
Julio Diestro........ TETTTTiTTr Lee J. tobb 
Genevieve Hooper...... ee Gloria Holden | 
Gordon Daniels...... ecccces Paul MeGrath 
Ruth Howland........ eres Leona Maricle 
Tom Howland......e-- evesese Don Beddoe 
ee PPT eer ory eter Rosina Galll 
SD 6 o0b-045 64606060000 50066000025 Sig Arno 


adult, it is amusing, it has sparkle, | 


It’s a ‘new’ | 


though | § 


to be | 


and Lee Patrick, 
| Snedeker’s wife, are best. 
Not too much attention is paid to 
production details but Arthur Todd's 
cameraing helps overcome part of 
| this weakness. Lewis Seiler’s direc- 
tion helps surmount part of the 
story’s deficiencies. Wear. 


cast as 


Michael Shayne, Private 
Detective 


20th-Fox release of Sol M. Wurtzel pro- 





duction. Stars Lloyd Nolan; features Mare 
| jorie Weaver, Walter Abel, Joan Valerie, 
| Elizabeth Patterson, Donald Mac Bride, 

Douglas Dumbrille. Directed by Eugene 
| Forde. Screenplay by Stanley Rauh and 
Manning O'Connor, based on novel by Brett 
| Halliday; camera, George Schneiderman; 
| editor, Al De Gaetano; musical direction, 
{| Emil Newman. At Palace, N. Y., week 
| Dee. 18, '40, dual. Running time. 77 MINS, 
| Te. * arr rrr Lloyd Nolan 
| Pugilis Brigntet..cceccces Marjorie Weaver 
S SERVE, CHOPIN, ccdccccnseccesss Joan Valerie 
| eeeeD. “TORR. ccececeascssees Walter Abel 
Se) .. Elizabeth Patterson 
| Cher PRInters«ccccosecsss Donald MacBride 
. PRs ccccaeees ecoesses- Douglas Pumbrille 
| Brighton... (bebeeccen eee Clarence Kolb 
| Harry Grange........+......Gieorge Meeker 

PORGET ccasccecces Seeccececes Charles Coleman 
LC a eerern oweesecccsecce Michael Morris 

Latey Kincaid. ..seces Robt. Emmett Keane 
b BRAVO. cccccscesecoscecccoseses Frank Orth 

POUT s 6.0.6 606. 000060s656088 Irving Bacon 
| ‘Michael Shayne, Private De- 


so much so that it | 


to be | 


which | 


is outstanding. In | 


| tective,” looks good enough to be 


the start of a new series for 20th- 
Fox. Initial story is  well-knit, 
trimly directed and further bol- 
stered by a uniformly slick cast. 
'Lloyd Nolan appears an excellent 
choice in the title role and takes to 
his starring robes with ease. Af- 
fairs of this private sleuth should 
,continue stalwart boxoffice if they 


| can measure up in subsequent films. 
Film is strong support for a dual 
setup, and good enough to stand 
alone in some spots. 

Swift manner in which the opera- 
| tions of Shayne are unfolded indi- 
cates part of the flavor of Brett 
Halliday’s original was retained by 


the scripting combo of Stanley 
/Rauh and Manning O'Connor. 
Familiar background of crooked 


racetrack, gambling, spoiled society 
debs, etc., is bolstered by the quick- 
thinking way Detective Shayne 
solves the tangled events. 

Lloyd Nolan is ideally suited to 
play the tough-skinned Irish de- 
tective. Marjorie Weaver makes a 
lively, spoiled young rich girl, while 


Elizabeth Patterson, cast as the 
sleuth-novel addict, contributes a 
laughable characterization. Head- 


ing the superb support are Douglas 
Dumbrille, Donald MacBride, Walter 





Abel and Joan Valerie. Wear. 
| CHARTER PILOT 
| 20th Century-Fox release of Sol Wurtzel 
| production. Stars Lioyd Nolan; features 
| Lynn Bari. Directed by Eugene Ford; 
| screenplay, Stanley Kauh and Lester Ziff- 
| ren; based on story by J. Robert Bren and 
Norman Houston; camera, Lucien Andriet; 
editor. Fred Allen: music, Emil Newe- 
| man. At Albee, B’klyn, week of Dec. 1%. 
| Running time, 70 MINS. 
| King Morgan....ccccccccccccees Lloyd Nolan 
MAES DURCOR....ceccccscce sss. Lnn Bari 
PeeUS?. ABGTOWS. ccwveccscces Arleen Whelan 
Cearte CrAGe. .sccoves George Montgoniers 
Horace Sturgeon .......Hobart Cavanaugh 
PUMOT beseicess $10400606008-0 Henry \ r 
QUI caxccssucs seseeeceses tte MeDaniel 
Brady .ss0.000% beceesecsecmmarew. Tombes 
OWE sccccccecsece ceaeanns sceeeriee Wils n 
on ee ee eee Chick Chancier 


‘Charter Pilot,’ as a title, is a m)S- 
nomer for this mild actioner. 
| gests much more kick than the film 
i manages to convey. Running trme 
| (70 mins.) is far overboard, and 
aw wt wntinued ah. page 18k - 
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In keeping with its tra- 





ditions of more than a 


| { |  third-of-a-century, the 35th | 

QO Anniversary Issue of | 

| VARIETY will contain val- | 
* |  uable, unique and read- 





able news, comment and 
information on all phases 


of show business. 


In addition to recaps of 
| events of the past 12 
months, VARIETY’S spe- 


cial writers glimpse the 





near future and discuss 
the trends and move- 
ments in the ever-chang- 


ing amusement scene. 


Will Be On Sale ee. 


unusual opportunity for 











i 
advertisers in every field | 
of entertainment to reach | 


the greatest number of 


readers of any trade me- 


| | dium of the year. Space 
| reservations should be 
| an e made immediately. No 











| advance in rates, or 


newsstand price of 25c. 
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CHARTER PILOT 


(Continued from page 16) 
shaving at least 10 minutes thereof 
would have helped. However, 
satisfying enough for the dualers 

Lloyd Nolan doesn't exactly fit the 
story of a supposedly crack pilot, 
who in only two scenes actually gets 
off the ground. Woven into it in 
unimportant fashion is a serial radio 
program built around Nolan's cloud- 


its 


hopping career. It remains in the 
background all through until the 


finale when an installment in the air 
episode is broadcast from a plane in 


which Nolan is battling an airline 
saboteur. Description of the fight 
within the ship is broadcast by Lynn 
Bari, Nolan’s fiancee, author and 
heroine of the serial. 

Previous to the closing scene, 
which is the only sequence that 


manages some real action, Nolan had 
grounded himself to switch over to 
an executive’s position on the plea 
of Miss Bari that she wouldn't marry 
a flyer. That is where the film lags 
most. Direction allows too much 
time to point out that Nolan hates 
flying behind a desk and _ would 
rather get back into the air. Finally 
he has a fight with the gal, hops off 
to Honduras to take over flying ore 
out of back country gold 


ing the gold. _—_ 
Miss Bari’s emoting is inconsistent. 
In some scenes she’s weak and in 


others, especially the signoff broad- | 


cast of the plane slugfest, she’s very 
capable. Arleen Whelan is the boss of 
the Honduran airport Nolan uses as 
a base. She has little todo. Wood. 


BEHIND THE NEWS 





|handed ham dialog 


mines. | 
Saboteur is a cog in a ring that, 
wants to takeover the job of ferry- | 


| vented by 


built up in their imaginations a UP IN THE AIR 


certain to be disappointed. 
If Ellery Queen is to have a fu-| (WITH SONGS) 
ture in celluloid-——and apparently he | agynogram release of Lin 


Isley Parsons 
1S, because Col just optioned a second pre i on. Stars Frankie larro: features 
storv—his debut should have been Reynolds, Mantan Moreland, 
more auspicious. Actually, it’s very VP irected by Howard eee, oe 
mild. Manfred B. Lee and Frederic | jy.q jackman. Jr... editor, Jack Ogtivie; 
Dannay, who write the novels and! songs, Edward Kay, Harry Tobias, Lew 
radio scripts under the nom-de-de- |! Johnny eg a 
tective of their principal character. | 3," “wine of Dec, 12, 140. Running time, 
have turned in a plot that in its) », Re ape __.  Praniite Dace 
major outlines is good It misses | An ce ga ote ie Marjorie Reynolds 
completely in its minor facets. HOw - | Jett ...ceeceeeeeeeeeeees Mantan Moreland 

. nas »| Tex . paveveeseveseoces Gordon Jones 

ever, and screenwriter Eric Taylor] pi * ‘\ ine ~ a a 

was entirely unable to cope with it.| Farren ........ bay ine rristam Coffin 

In addition to these defects in plot} Marty ...........ccecceeeees Clyde Dilson 

and writing. Col has hardly done! Hastings .....-++. ecececescors Dick bac we 

right by the fave of the radio multi- | QUES coiiirtrrsrtsss as snot Somme 
tudes in either casting or direction. 


Ralph Bellamy as the detective, were 
he the Ralph Bellamy of a score 
of other films he’s played in, would 
be perfect. But he’s not. He never 
gets into the role. he’s always just 
a chip floating on top of it. Margaret 
Lindsay, as Nikki Porter, is piquant 
pulchritude personified and works 
harder than Bellamy, but lacks the 
sparkle the hard-to-believe role re- 


uires. Charley Grapewin. as Bel- | : —. ‘pg sa oan 
arama father. Inspector Queen, is played the “Dead End’ type toughie, 
.* «| comes out of it this time to star as 
and delivers toa young know-it-all radio station 
that way. James Burke, as his as- | p..ge boy who wants to get a comedy 
sistant, emulates him. program of his own. His pardner in 
Story hinges on too many incredi- the show he has worked up is the 
ble situations and leaves far too station porter, Mantan Moreland, an 
many loose ends to qualify as first- old Negro vaude fave. The pair get 
class writing. It builds up an excess every bit of comedy possible out of 


This is a fair enough little pic- 
ture for lower-bracket dualing. Set 
in a radio station background, it 
combines a mystery story with music 
and a few laughs. Mystery, tunes 
and gags are all of a minor order, 
however, preventing the film as a 
whole from rising above the quickie 
classification. Production, itself, is 
relatively lavish and noteworthy. 

Frankie Darre, who has long 


of characters, one of whom is the _ post, Same 2 eee > on 
murderer, and at the same time Us. mar) 7 i I 


tionist with a yen to be a vocalist, 
proves herself strong as a 
not so strong as a singer, 
more than passable. 

Yarn is a rather mixed-up affair. 
the mystery being virtually impos- 
sible for the audience to solve be- 
Hunt disappears and Inspector Queen | cause the killer is kept so far in the 


eliminates them bv the obviousness 
of their activities. Yarn finds Marsha 
Hunt desirous of marrying the fam- 
ily doctor, Michael Whalen, but pre- | 
her father, Fred Niblo, 
who thinks he is about to die. Miss 


but is 


central 


looker, | 


|made ‘Ski Chase,’ ‘Slalom,’ and 
‘Storm Over Mont Blanc,’ but it’s 
doubtful if skiing angle will help 
much at the boxoffice. It was | 


turned out late in 1939, with the co- | 


operation of French ski champs, the 
Paris Ski Club’s femme team, and 
Louis Agnel, French racing champ 
on the snow gliders. While the pro- 
fessional skiers and the concluding 


ski ballet (on almost Billy Rose 
Aquacade proportions), with long 
lines of male and femme experts 


gliding down the long Alpine slopes, 
give the production a_ finished 
touch, its the enactment of a 
commonplace love yarn by compe- 
tent French players that makes this 


jell. 
Censors obviously have cut out 
some spicy scenes, but it does not 


hurt the story. 

Henri Presles looks like the ski 
champion he’s supposed to be on the 
screen, though Champ Agnel doubled 
for him on-many occasions. He's the 
figure in the familiar yarn 
of rival Alpine innkeepers fighting 
for business, with his sweetheart, 
Helene (Wissia Dina) in the rival 
camp. 


are familiar French cinema 
who contribute worthy supporting 
aide. Miss Dina (but not with that 
monicker) looms as a_ potentiality 
for American films, possessing 
charm, looks and poise plus first- 
rate thesp ability. 

Photography by Otto Heller, 
Adrien Porchet and Albert Benitz, 
covering closeups as well as distant 
shots of ski experts, is topflight. 

Wear, 


MANNERHEIM LINE 


Documentary, 
duced by 





released 
Leningrad 
Photography, N. 


by Artkino, pro- 
Newsreel Studios. 
Blazhkov, V. Eshurin, V. 


| buddies have ratted on him. 


A . | judg tho treats the arrested i 
Charpin, Assia, Max Dearly, | ae be a ; ly gta Hs 
Mila Parley and Marcel Mouloudji | 
figures | 





| Nosotros, Los Muchachos 


(ARGENTINE-MADE) 
Buenos Aires, Dec. 18. 


Argentine Sono production and relense. 
Features Sebastian Chiola, Daniel Helle 
uscio, Oscar Valicelll, Ana Arneodo, ¢ ria 
Grey, Tit Gomez, Marion Medramns Semi- 
lita, Marcos Zuker. Directed by Carlos 


Borcosque 

‘Boys Town’ seemingly is the in- 
spiration for this one, last of Sono 
Film’s 1940 schedule. Although get- 
ting no raves from local crities, it 
has drawn well at the b.o. and may 
be sent to the States and elsewhere 
in Latin America. 

Film is based on life of newsboys, 
with plenty of comedy to relieve the 
serious background. Central theme 
is a police episode. Head of a group 
of newsboys incites three pals to rob 
a jewelry store. Caught by the 
jeweler, they kill him but leave be- 
hind the belt of a wealthier lad with 


| whom they occasionally ran around, 
Lad 


commits suicide because of 
family troubles and the fact that his 
Court 


with paternal kindness sees that it’s 
only the bad influence of the leader 
that takes them to crime, miukes 
them believe the leader has _ be- 
trayed them and thus solves the af- 
fair. 

Film is a plea for tolerance and 
kindness from those who guide boys 
and adds a message that only by 


| work can they hope for a better fu- 
ture. 
;}and lacks backbone. Though patchy, 


Plot is somewhat disjointed 
it drew praise for its 
tone, worthy intention and fresh 
comedy in the dialog. In this and 
technically it is well above the gen- 
eral average. Some scenes, while 
vigorous and colorful, are hampered 
by others that appear superfluous. 
Work of Borcosque, rated as one of 


sympathetic 














; : | Eogeerehs S. Kogan, F, Ovsianikov, P. | the best S. A. directors, is better 
Republic release of Robert North produe- | is called in to find her. His son, El- background. Gal singer at the radio Palley, G. Simonov, Y, Slavin, E. Uchitel,|than that of his recent pic, ‘Flecha 
tion. Directed by Joseph Santley. Screen- |Jery, who writes the Ellery Queen station, Lorna Grey, is shot dead | C. Pomin, G. Shuliatin; editors, V. Bel- de Oro’ (‘The Golden Arrow’) 
play, Isabel Dawn and Boyce De Gaw; y r' rae 7 y as she stands in front of a mike. | yayev, L. Varlamova, N. Komaravtsev, ae | e ‘ - row 
original, Dore Schary and Allen Rivkin; | Mystery stories, is hanging around Then a cowbéy, Gordon Jones, is | Solovtsev; military consultant, Brigade Sebastian Chiola, as the judge, 
camera, Jack Marta; editor, Ernest Nims; | the detective bureau. overhears the : , rae - Commander A, F. Frenov. At Miami, N. {turns in a good job. Daniel Bullu- 
Sisal divactor. Cy Feuer. Previewed in | , ‘ killed. Darro, with the unwilling | y., Dec. 18, 40. Running time, 75 MINS, | cai his : : 
musical di? a, dies : : d co | , ’ | scio, although somewhat monotonous 
Projection Room, N. Y., Dec. 19, "40, Run- | Gisappearance story and determines aid of Moreland, shows the cops ex- —_—— lis satisfactory. Femme roles. bri f 
ing time, 75 MINS to find the gal t tide himself; actly how it was all d d get Vi lis Bg ogg igs Peg Pigg 
ning time, 75 ’ o fin e gal to provide himself, actly how it was all done and gets (With English commentary and | owing to the nature of the plot, are 
Stuart Woodrow.............-- Lloyd Nolan | with a plot. ,}an opportunity for his friend Miss titles) handled wit lomb by Gloria Gr 
thes Shaw .......,. Doris. Davenport , ievatite te take tee alate of the | handled with aplomb by Gloria Grey 
Se Wiavin..... « occoce. Frank Albertson Meantime, her father calls, about iam: al h- t th Pnile | As the only documentary film of , (also a local radio” commentator) 
Vic Archer... .++e+. Robert Armstrong half a dozen of his employees around a soning ; 3 3 ‘ ——s e. k f the Soviet-Finnish war to reach the |} and Ana Arneodo. Kid parts use 
Ee eee erseresesets. jf aul Mane’ |him and tells them he is going to Funes inciude By the Looks of U. §. so far, ‘Mannerheim Line’ is | most of the local ‘Dead End Kids’ 
SE RUNGONS, 6 s0es 6000060 Charles Halton : Things’ and ‘Something or Other’ by | o¢ ¢ lerab] i st—cons fr ‘Y M a Ser: Hombres’ 
oo laaeatemaadanatah ale *.Eddie Conrad | change his will. eliminati ewe os | @dusne ~ ie .» | of considerable interest—consider- | from anana Seran ombres 
BEICO o.sceseoees eoesses Ae change Ais will, eliminating them aS Edward Kay and Harry Tobias ‘ : . y 
MONTO€ ss eeeeeeee tte e ee eeeeeee Harry Tyler | wel] as his daughter fr Sst | atieh oie oe ber Sion Beeeebin, able interest in different ‘ways to!(And Tomorrow They Will Be 
Foste: Vnedpetedeess3ss3000 ee SOO eee ee & from it. ssa, oe hich are Sung dy Miss meynolds, | different people. Despite that, it |Men’), headed by Oscar Vallicelli 
ortega Pekaekesdwenseuns Archie Twitchell gives everyone a nice motive for and Doin the Conga,’ by Kay, Lew hardly justifies the program blurb | and including Tito Gomez, Salvador 
eee ee on Ann i ® | eliminating him before he gets the Porter _and Johnny Lange, sung by | that it ‘fully and finally explodes all | Lotito and Mario Medrano. Script 
SURGEE GiGdeeede aa wontons) 60s Milton Parson ‘ . : Miss Grey None of them means . . : . ¢ . 
cna sicheel new will in a safe place. During) **> y- H b S ithe myths, rumors and_ fantastic | of Ramon Gomez Masia has several 
Hollywood for some time now has | this conclave, Ellery brings Miss | ™UCh. aii stories built by innumerable propa- | unusual twists. Photography good, 
- : P _ - 4 4 | ss . ’ . < scr + , rrnti . 1e “ase 
become allergic to the alcoholic type | Lindsay to the house, thinking she | | €anda agencies’ around the conflict. og ee igo _—. oo Casa 
a : ; eee . ; > Z ite 2wsboy's me, 
of newspaperman, the one who | js the missing daughter. Miss Lind- PONY POST It may be true, as the program |*~* a ne | a Ra 
eventually becomes the crusader | say js also a mystery writer and also 7 beara also claims, that the film ‘gives | _ 
type and knocks off the city’s crime eens in all this « plot She thus gets | (WITH SONGS) 'Americans the first opportunity to | —_—_——~ 
syndicate — remember? But Re- |) : ae. ae . ©") Tniversal production and release. Stars | see the Red Army in action—an ex- 
public, which continues to make no a ae ae ae a Soros John Mack Brown; features Fuzzy Knight, | perience which one will not soon SPEED LIMITED 
attempt to appease the sophisticates, | ste find hit ye d ae . : on rere Or is nal > A snes yn Ags Pm cad forget.’ But again, different people | Regent release of George P. Reagan, Jr., 
goes on about its merry way, and |* e _- vd im dead in next eos and Lowe: camera, William Sickner: musical | Will not soon forget’ for different | production. Directed by Al Herman. Story 
the result is’ another newspaper naturally becomes suspect No. 1. | director, Charles Previn; conductor, H. J. | reasons. As enthusiastically demon- | and screenplay, Ralph Graves; camera, 
yarn called ‘Behind the News.’ | Ellery, inasmuch as he got her into ie aoe), SRes. Soar evens, ace, ey strated by a portion of the packed | William we ,.” 40 gy ' “ 
P : ° : ° ° “verett Carter t Central ec, % 7 as : = a Central, N .Y., ec. "40, di tun- 
There's nothing particularly insidey | the mess, determines to get her out |) S65 je Rusding time: BD WINS. | house at the Miami, N. Y., some | ping time: 52° MINS. 
about it, but it may find some ex- | and does so by finding the real mur- | «al... ...... iicacase kine Johnny Mack Brown | Will not soon forget the sound-track | j,... pajes Ralph Graves 
citement for the local burghers in | derer. SHOES cc kseceedsadesss vedas es Fuzzy Knight | Statement of Vipuri’s fall, the an- | Natalie........ iat iit Sri et hon! Evelyn Brent 
Keoka Falls for whom the film is Much of the dialog is corny as a | NitMtrrtretee tte ee essere isinee O'Day | nouncement that the Red Army had | Marjorie....+ssssceeeseseees ..Claudia Dell 
. } 4 u « he . Alice yorothy Shor ’ . Smi ! ti 
intended. | ; ; uesten Hoyt ceatine endary ta we mscecenesesesecsosess ; nag 9 MPrwcnats broken through the Mannerheim smitty TELERETECTETT ET . ‘. v R ~ph Jr. 
‘News’ has what might facetiously . ‘% hong , ‘ss eller. ' J U} pl dal deletes hte fh ] at bce Line, or shots of Stalin’s picture. — eoccccccoes gcocccveses ph iad y ee 
be called a new twist, in that this |°Y url Neumann is n-and-out, Mack Richards....sseeeess: Jack Rockwell | Others will not soon forget their | porter..) 202 7o2oe ee snow Flake 
time its a- journalism — school’s | maintaining suspense part of the SL ud Richards.....e++- . -Ray Teal | amusement at some of the ludicrous | G-Man.......ceeeseeeeeeeees Gordon Griffith 
scholarship winner who’s the ulti- | time, but lapsing into long flat pe- | py UUIMOMe.--+-seeeeceeeees =o . saith propaganda assertions in the sound eminem 
. 4 ° e « Wee IOT. . sc ceeseceseeses sane ( handie . . ° ° . . , 
mate means to rehabilitate the riods too often. Herb. Georme Barber. .ccccccccocescnce Eddie Cobb | track, or the infuriating sight of the This action opus is terrible beyond 
fourth-estate hack who had once eee Ee, MNEs oct oa eceec us, Lloyd Ingraham | mammoth Red war machine rolling | belief. It must have been shot off 
been a great reporter. You guessed “o> ae eae re pias ee |}over and laying waste one of the | the cuff and practically on the run. 
it— after the usual hazing that the LONE STAR RAIDERS JAY akely and his hough hiders most civilized, law-abiding and | From the look of it. that must have 
kid gets from the has-been and the ‘Pony Post’ is ildly tires peace-loving countries in the world | been years ago. The wonder isn’t 
other reporters, the hack sobers up| Republic release of Louis Gray produc- ee a. ee | tiny, Gee Seed why it was withheld so long, but 
sufficiently to come to his senses, | tion. Stars Three Mesquiteers (Robert Liv- | sagebrusnher. It has John Mack Se °. i , | why it was ever released at all 
and so the two knock off the er a es Peenpiay, Joseph | CrOWN as a tough scourge of the hoss h ae ce Gu eee a M lle “abc ut G mi id kid p 
Ay ; an, | DY George Shermar Screenplay, Joseph | , rattle ers “wise it’ ave been taken amid the actu: Meller abo x-men and kidnaps 
setup that—of course—has been | Moncure March and Barry Shipman, from and cattlerustlers, but otherwise it's figh j - oceans }ers, with a sickly romance between 
headed by no less a personage than | original by Charles Francis Royal, based | pretty inert. Nobody expects a cac- | fighting on the Karelian Isthmus | the chief sleuth and a scatterbrained 
the district attorney himself lon characters created by William Colt M tus meller to have an original plot— (and some of it appears to have | heir — livorcee ~ nin ton ng } ng 
Llovd Nolan is the veteran news- | Donald: camera, William Nobles; editor, | in fact, the traditional one is prefer- | been) much of it is more or Sere vESces, Seeermans 2 Nahe 
4l0yd Nolan is the veteran Ne€ws- | pony Martinelli; music, Cy Feuer. Pre- 4 ; : less standard a aneuver s over from the anaesthesia chamber. 
ms rihed onan ie gpsenRber el es e- | able But such varns should be | less standard army maneuver stuff ‘ 
ng dina saved from his CyMicisMm | viewed in projection room, N.¥., Dec. 12, | 7 amed with acti n & I headl . | that could have been taken any- | Production, direction, acting, pho- 
y Frank Albertson, as the cub re- | ‘40. Running time, 57 MENS Crammed with action and headlong where. exce it for the deep cnow | tography and even the cutting are 
2 porter. The pair do as well as can | Stony Brooke........... Robert Livingston ; Pace. This one aint. a a t} =e adi Ser : ae oh incredible. No use speculating on 
' f | ine ool tocar Bob Stee There are few slug-brawls. several] | an¢ 1e indications of sub-zero ; I ie 
be expected with the transparent | Tucson Smith.....-..e...+-e+e: st Ms WW Sau W7S SSW EDs ‘ nas ; Shaees —_ : the business such a misfire is likely 
PTT pe .; aa : 1 CAR SRM. cs scaccaseass a Rufe Davis tepid gun battles, a couple of | Weather. There are interminable : BERCSS é a IKE). 
er aggae Doris oe. a C= gene alae eee cleans ‘June Johnson | ceouences with yo tired Tnihies shots of rumbling tanks, booming |t@ draw on whatever bookings it 
plenty of s.a. and looks as Nolzn’s | yfartin George Douglas que Ss wl son l lan | * ‘ nee , = | happens to get 
E M: webs 00060 bObH055068 i g: Mk ta - » ¢ uns Ne ac > c appens to get. 
sweetie, the one who for the longest | Granny.....c.+--+ssscccceess Sarah Padden | Warriors on the loose, and not many gu S. chattering m achine guns, Incidentally. the current bill at 
time can’t either get him sufficiently | Cameron.......e..eeeeeeeeeee: iohn E hard-riding chases. Instead, it al- | roaring planes and running, walk- the Central W. ¥. also includes 1 
sober, or something, to get him to | Dixom-.-++-++sessererereeeeeess John Merton most knocks itself out trying for |1"8, crawling and_ skiing troops. we pono po da iat Sie Uhreen 
! ‘ Aaa tas 5 ae 5 EE DDE ELE Rex Lease | agmedy : We ahice >} Much of it is repetitious : p | Western ana a serial. ~ 
narry her. Another thing—why | piake......... EES: ‘Bud Osborne ; COMECY | and even fumbles the fg it eye nog wee ached | Archer.’ Latter is such a ludicrous 
must these dames of B-picture news- | Bixby...........ceeeseeeeeeeees lack Kirk | Simple little romantic pattern. Mu- a mise’ Have been lance | thriller it keeps the audience in 
vi 1 sluews aving tr Jon So Atee fom Londen sical numbers are fairly good, but |—~©Fr at least misrepresented in the E ee 
papermen always be having trouble |: oeCperseLeees hs €h.05 6059 , : are talriy 004, . Reivers Despite ¢),, | Snickers, Hobe. 
on the aforementioned — marita] | SB&™if----+-e reese e eee eee eee Price aren't worked into the script, and |COmMmentary. — espite apparently | re ee 
question—as if the guy himself didn’t so retard the story. Photography so = technical difficulties, the | 
a saall i aes oo ‘ e ~ 2 er’ te a tec has the customary handful of effect- | Photography is surprisingly good for 
actually want a loving wife, et Lone Star Ra s the latest as the customary handful of effect . > 
Kan cactus opera for the Three Mesqui- jive shots, but that’s all Fuzzy | Russian picture, but the sound is OLD BILL AND SON 
I I ? he . : : =a foaochl 
ere snithlie’s tandard tric ( Knight's slaps r <c unf nv r » | CeCwIC. . . 
teers, Republic s stan iard rlo f | Knight lapstick is unfunn The | (BRITISH-MADE) 
heroes, and the result is consistent | two heroines (which one too Although there are no actual shots I D 10 
Ellery Queen, Master with their standard. It’s for the many) are pretty and appealing, of the fighting (the commentary ‘ 1 3 3) sina on —" 
° lower half of the duals, where the | which merely complicate things. | Says men shown crawling in white | ;..., pro oties Feature T id 
Detective youngsters will probably be suf- Any way, the villains are properly | covering through the snow are ad-| Graham, Jctn Mills, Mary Clare, Renee 
( © ficiently gullible to accept the film | villainous, if not too robust. Hobe. vancing under fire, but such scenes | Houston. Directed by 1 hie 
ets” Gittetn Mineman ito “rts for its few exciting values. | —--— could have been taken miles back | “ is “ap , ad 
‘pat 3 : 5 ‘ : 2 re’ clich# any } ; this one of the front) the Paci a] iews i lan Walirymple a = 
tures Charley Grapewin, James Burke, There’s a slight switch in thi: 1e, t} ront), the occasional vieWS | tyur Wimperis; came ‘ ° 
Micluael Whaien. Directed by Kurt Neu-| wherein an elderly, kindly woman THEY MET ON SKIS of frozen corpses, shattered fortifica- | Reviewed at Gaur | h } te theae 
mi -~, py a Taylor from becomes heir to a ranch facing dis- (FRENCH-MADE) tions and devastated towns and | tre, London. Running time, 96 MINS. 
ee lle Egy nlp nite Seong Tal ge aster because of drought and dust| c¢. L. Import (Mike Mindlin) release of ; homes have a revolting reality. Of cag eh aah gh ed vib agg 
| 4 Brown, Jr; editor, Dwight caldwell, at Storms killing off its horses. The | Henri Sokal production. Features Wissia | these latter, the portions showing | Maggie. owl * sr bale 
; | Rialto, N.Y.. week of Dec. 18, ‘40, Run- equines’ sale to the Army mean the oes pa 1 ses yr apie Neng tag od the inside of the captured Finnish | stella Malloy.....ceeeeeeeee- Renee Houston 
: F ell. 58 MINS. hate tat difference between success and fore- | Schiller: cameramen. Otto Heller, Adrien | G@fenses are the most enlightening | Sally.......-sseeeeeeeeeeersee ee tene Ray 
ery e talp?) : , ‘ ed , « < ’ t i =) oe ; . . i “ine M aul t¢ 
eer gene * Pttrre sets Meecibh, Bellamy | closure. Of course, there are the | Porchet, Albert Benitz, At S5th St. Play- | and interesting. | + abemeae decile eleaite or age <r 
a Inspector Queen....s+sesCharley Grapewin , usual western equivalent of fifth og ee eee Dec, 21, "40. Running | ‘To some spectators, at least, they | Francoise....ssceceeeeeess es Janine Darcey 
oe S eisenesessess1t,) cane De columnists working within the ranks Helene... 1. eececeeececs...Wissia Dina | reveal not (as the commentator as- | Colemal....esseses pebea ase sns Roland Calver 
i << Ptean —_ wonponesae ~~ sleet of the Circle-H, in cahoots with a Michel ccccesccccsscccceHenr Presies | SETtS) that Finland plotted the in- | C27UCK-::-:: Ce ceeesceesesres onaid Stui 
1 ' John Braun...... coccccccccess-- Fred Niblo competitor for the Army contract, bg JUSUIM. seeeeerecseeeeeeeeers Charpin vasion of the Soviet nion, but how i into tl ast for n old 
4 ; Te, PrOUtY. .révocccoccecéecesCnaries Lane but with the Mesquiteers stepping | Ginette eo receesccccccccosccccsssccese Assia | long and painstakingly the Finns Reaching Into the pa: Lor ar 4 
. ; . larsaec “ , ” J 7. 5 
: Lydia Braun.....ee+eeeee2-Ann Shoemaker} in, the old lady wins the contract Nicole nea opnehetepyneesauseh YEE Dearly | prepared to stave off the ruthless reliable, producers Josef Somlo anc 
Cornelia......++++ee+eeeeee--Marion Martin | following a horse race whose vic- | Pierrot Nt ercel ‘Meulaann |; onslaught that ultimately engulfed Harold Boxall have done a nice go. 
{ Becky PAI. wencesseees + DOMSIA® Powley tory affords the key to the entire Ceeerrereccace sd arc J heen Bee of “aerate Line’ is ‘Old Bill and Son’ carries a oer 
; achary..... eocecceeces- Morgan allace <a 7 “ ‘ . | etre z i -rtal ent fash- 
i roe prdsaseccssces BV CER Pewiger situation, F (In French; with English Titles) evidence to some people of the tag ra a ge eigen rie al taste 
| Valerie Norris......... ..Katherine DeMille Bob Livingston, Bob Steele and| This new French romance of ski Soviet’s righteous might, it is to | trikin y to he ns the 
aca ae at -. £ r ‘ : oa ‘ager “gl ae s emerges via 
; , Rufe Davis continue their fight for | champs and comely, athletic girls is | others a stinging reminder of one of | One riking point emers < 
With one of the best bets of the 





law and order as the Mesquiteers, |daring and _ contains 
season for a series of profitable mys-| and turn in their usually okay per- | beauty of the Alps, 
tery films, Columbia has registered formances, with Davis, as usual, sup- | ground. 
almost a complete missout. Known! plying the comedy. 


screening of cartoonist Bruce Bairns- 
father’s widely acclaimed character 
of the doughboy scamp of War One 
and the continued reference in pres- 


sustained 
which back- 
Should do moderately well 
Sarah Padden, | if exhibitors are able to overcome 


the most brutal and outrageous 
crimes of this violent age. It will 
leave few people unmoved one way 
or the other. Therefore, it should 


— 


ig SSSR yan 
ee 





to millions via books and radio, detec- | among others, do well enough, | picture’s stodgy title and sell the| be a boxoffice natural, wherever |&™t yarn to the sentiments of ae 
tive Ellery Queen makes his screen| though it’s Miss Padden, as the old | idea that it is not just another skiing | public opinion permits its showing. | PeTicd, and that is the —so 
ny bow in this film. A ready-made au-/ lady, who is most believable. epic. Actual ski work is subordi-| It’s incidentally eloquent propa- | €¥!SUng condition ~, = bags os 
‘ i dience awaits him, but the results} George Sherman's direction has | nated to a first-rate story. ganda for U. S. preparedness, which days. Old Bill nde Piney 5 Nee Pad: 
t are not going to be good becatise| kept the film moving at a_ fairly Film was cleverly produced and| could hardly have been Soviet in- to business where its to be nae, 
fans of the great detective they have! brisk canter. Kan, ‘directed by Henri Sokal. He also! tention. Hobe. (Continued on page 20) 
é 





Wednesday, December 25, 1940 LARIETY 


SHE’S NOTHING —BUT PURE BOX-OFFICE LURE! 
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THE MOST EXCITING 
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MASS ATTENDANCE 
IN 10,000 THEATRES 
RUN BY WIDE-AWAKE 
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starring VIRGINIA BRUCE - JOHN BARRYMORE 
JOHN HOWARD *: CHARLIE RUGGLES - OSCAR HOMOLKA 


with, Edward Brophy » Donald’MecBride *' Margaret Hamilton DON T WAIT / 


Directed by A. EDWARD SUTHERLAND 
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Continued from page 18 | 
Chi, Frisco and ? In Los A eles OLD. BILL AND SON | (For information of theatre and film exchange bookers Variety presents 
8 complete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing com- 
panies for the current quarterly period. Date of reviews as given in 
+ P ; al : 2 
| ‘ eran > —" —r | VaRIETy and the running time of prints are included.) 
j . | ° 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 24. Echo of ‘Chain Gang’ Pic | Picture is a sort of ‘Lambeth COPYRIGHT, 1940, BY VARIETY, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 
Variety Club, fastest-growing and | Walk’ treatment in khaki, lavish | 


probably biggest organization of | 


; ; i al: as log to wow them this side. Yet, in remea: W-—Western: D—Drame: we ; ro 
showmen in the country, will have| Georgia court of appeals has | that same makeup it constitutes dif- Drama; Wes wes. D—Drama; RD somentic Drama; MU “Musical. 
tents in New York, Chicago, Los 8tanted Judge Vivian Stanley, mem- feult fare to forecast as perceptible Figures herewith indicates date of Variety's review and running time. 
Angeles, Hollywood and San Fran- ber of Georgia Prison and Parole US. ote Bestish In pole: pg 
Ge _ : -. on typica ritishers rez — 

cisco some time after the first of the ,COMmission, right to amend his typical fashion to war, its airy, slap- | WEEK OF RELEASE—11 8/40 
year, according to John H. Harris, | petition in a $100,000 suit against happy viewing of troop-life under | —————-————-— manitonbesteonmnee pleat. | 

ioné nd one of group’s F ros. Inc. and other film these actual conditions, Americans | Bitter Sweet (M-G) 11. 20 MU wz J. MacDonald-N, Eddy 
ee ny fhe a my an pedsasegaadling acti ; may find much in it for a chuckle. | Take Me Back to Oklahoma (Mono) wi 64 T. Ritter-S. Anderson 
original 11 founders. Addition Of ¢rms and individuals he claims : pata aeons | Arise My Love (Par) 10 23 D iW ©, Colbert-R. Milland 
those charters will increase total tO) jipeled him in the film, ‘I Am a The eee re ae | Too Many Girls (RKO) 10,9 MU 84 ih Ball-R. Carlson 
29, where it will probably stand itive F Chain Gang.’ based | “"'5 screenplay, in depicting the | Friendly Neighbors (Re ») 11/13 C 67 Weaver Bros. and Elviry 
* : ar ' ee Fugitive From a ain Gang, DaseG early period of the war from its out- | Trail Blazers (Rep) 40 @ 8 & Ebvinesends Sheets 

According to Harris, both New on book by Robert E. Burns. break to British troops in France, | The Mark of Zorro (seth 116 D 93 T. Power-L, Darnell 
York and Chicago have been begging | Amendment alleged film made it has itself fallen victim to the un- | Sandy Gets Her Man (U) 11/13 © 65 8. Erwin-U. Merkel 
for organization for some time, but) appear the fugitive (played by Paul | certainty which followed and pre- | (OmY [os : ¥ J. M. Brown-F. Knight 

we 5 . ° a of ined 3 : East of th ye 7 

Variety Clubs didn’t feel they want- | Muni) was not guilty of the offense sumably in operation at time ei the River (WB) 10 oo ee — é- Gariets- e. » Soe 
ed the big fry in until organization | jn Georgia for which he was con- ous, Sue are a, a rather | WERE OF ReLMAGD 01/18/40 

sas firmly established t ie P * aracte ‘ag abrupt termination to the yarn, an | 
was gi, tg stage cog ion Aces victed, and — = hays peal ot up-in-the-air fadeout tieing no ends. | ” 
a Padi Piggy : pd psa move rp miicesting a — ] “ a 1 In view of picture’s length this is | Beyond the Sacramento (C Col) w B. Elliott-E. Keyes 
have petitioned for a charter, one of tion of prison and parole board. inrortunate and made more notice- | Gallant Sons (M-G) IL 13 5 @ Edel Pe 
them the 25-Year Club of motion Further alleged film portrayed mem- | able. | Spaciiees — Coeawe (Sane) L 62 K. Luke- L. Long 

ye > icture Pioneers), ¢ 2rs mmissi s ‘cruel, brutal ’ ae — ee .  _ | Three Men from Texas (Par) B. Boyd-R. Hayden 

oh “gp r cpp pot “ il ~ a 0 core ete ts tives of ai; tan Dalry mple's direction is cred- Mexican Spitfire Out West (RKO) 10 30 C 76 L. Velez-L. Errol 
inasmuch as the next tent will be and vengeful representatives a itable. Unhurried, liberally sprinkled | Meledy Ranch (Rep) © & 6. kane, beet 
No. 25, there’s a strong chance that barbarous chaingang system.’ Ap- with laughs is tale around the fa- | Street of Memories (20th) 7.3 D 6 L. Roberts-G. Kibbee mY 
that group will form the nucleus of pellate court judges ruled case goes ‘mous cartoon character met with South of ' in the Tropics (v) 11/6 U- 82 A. Jones-V. Bruce 
the Manhattan tent, although mem-| back to Fulton county (Ga.) superior | another war but unable to convince | 9outn © Suez (WB) 12,25 D 86 G. Brent-G. Fitzgerald 
bership, of course, won’t be limited | court to be tried on its merits. anyone he’s necessary. Morland ; —e ———______—_ —_________. 


to men with quarter of a century in| 


the biz. which it is now. 


In Ga. Judge’s WB Suit 





with Cockney humor, types and dia- | 


Graham dresses role with oily sim- 
plicity to recreate the lovable char- 





Key to Type Abbreviations: 


M—Melodrama; 


C—Comedy; CD—Comedy 
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: acter pictured by Britishers every- | Lone Wolf Keens a Date (Col 12 18 7 Mm we ’ 

Harris. with the backing of the na- where, undegplaying it discrimi- | Escape to Giers (Col) 11 0 M 70 P William r. on 
tional officers’ slate of Variety Clubs, nately. His flip pup of a son, an | Little Nelly Kelly (M-G) 11,20 MU 9% J. Garland-G. Murphy 
will go to both New York and Chi easy part, earns credit for John | West of Pinto Basin (Mono) W 6” R. Corrigan-J. King 
himself around middle of January to | Mills in giving it more than script as + ela a - 4 20 ~~ 4 = Erase. Karloff 

ims 3 t Ji ary | 2 : } 7 rs ep F . Barry-J. Z 
make arrangements, outline purposes | . | ae. , ; Youth Will Be Served (20th) 11 20 c @ 4b. Sinaret, Gameer 
of club to various groups, and get | | Mary Clare, in for opening reels | Meet the Wildcat (U) 10 30 D °61 M.Lindsay-R. Bellamy 
the ball rolling. Then in March, he e e |alone, turns in some of her finest | The Long Vovage Home (UA) 10 30 D 103 J. Wayne-T. Mitchell 

© Dall TOhINng. : ssid |trouping as an embittered wife and | The Letter (WB) al 20 D % B. Davis-H. Marshall 
and Bob O'Donnell, of Texas and | |mother taking another war on the | ————————— ———_—_-———_—_——_ —- 
long active in Variety Club affairs, chin. In for love interest, Rene Ray WEEK OF - RELEASE—11/29, 40 
will head for the Coast to line up should see added calls on her serv- | ______ sinsientiniinin = csheigiligieginititcliibaemcniiintiaéds 
three tents in the west. In L. A.. ices as result of charming work | guyery Queen—Master Detective (Col) 12/25 D 66 R. Bellamy-M. Lindsay 
two are to be organized, one for mo- here. A click bit from Renee Hous- | pr Kildare’s Crisis (M-G) 12 D 73 L.Barrymore-L. Ayres 
tion picture people and the other for | ae ton, as the blase comedienne come | Remedy for Riches (RKO) CD 67 J. Hersholt-D. Lovett 

ie an a aataeadans : oc - 3 to entertain the boys, reveals her | Meet the Missus (Rep) 12 18 C 64 R,. Karns-R. Donnelly 
managers, film exchange men, etc. Nearly unanimous approval of Uni- anew as a cagey performer. Nich- | Tin Pam Alley (20th) 11 27 MU 9 A. Faye-J. Oakie 
San Francisco .groups have been versal’s tender plan for the first pre- olas Phipps does an outstanding job The Bank Dick (U) 12/4 C 69 W. C. Fields-F. Pangborn 
sending queries about a tent for oo _ oe nie with a breezy, bubbling officious peggy : 4 - 7] Veidt-V. . peaieen 
months now, and it is another spot ferred stock, recently voted by the BRC air-reporter, over there to wax | L24¥ with the Red Hair (WB) = 11/13 Hopkins-C. Rains 
listed for organization on the expan- | directors, has been received by the what it’s all about for the folks back | a 
sion list. U home office from all types of pre- | home. So it oe right down the ee ee See ee 

Harris and O'Donnell expect to be P ; A roster, for excellent playing. Back- Se ee ee = : aap 
cate i ea > the — g ferred shareholders, it was reported | ground of the picture calls for little | Great Plane rere (Col) 11,20 M 55 J. Holt-V. Lester 

— time for the — ner this week. Voluntary expressions in way of setting: French village | Thundering Frontier (Col) 9/18 Ww 535 C. Starrett-1. Meredith 
tion in Atlantic City around last of itis and troop sites are authentically | Ge West (M-G) 12/18 c 79 Marx Bros.-J. Carroll 
March and will then lay their plans | from these stockholders were that caught. Camera chore of Georges pygoery rege age — 7. ~ ~ ~ la yo 
and proposals for new tents before the tender proposition, for which the  Perinal is in line with film’s whole- | Border hanien @lent = 7, ae ole wae 
the national body. | directorate voted $1,000,000 was the | S°™® entertainment. The Fargo Kid (RKO) Ww 63 T. Holt-J. Drummond “+ 

In addition to being a top social ash natok ws t tetiinn the saa Charter Pilot (2@th) 12,29 cD WW L. Bari-L. Nolan 
group among people in the theatre | ™% 8) : wey & i [She Couldn't ‘Say No (WB) ic 38 Rk Pryor-E. Arden 
biz, Variety Clubs have also become | preference issue on which no divi- Holloway Settles St. a latins nian ; = aa hadi pomeed 
probably greatest charity-working | = had bere paid for —- — WEEK OF RELEASE—12/13/40 
Organization in showmen activities. niversal hopes to retire the bulk St ik R IATSE. - ae. nd sin Lapeer ae a 
Various tents consistently raise;|of its first preferred, presently out- rh e, _— 


around $500,000 annually for distri- 


standing, via this tender proposition, 


| Pride 


, Comrade X (M-G) 12/11 


of the Bowery (Mono) D 


M 87 


L. Gorcey-B. Jordan 


C. Gable-H. Lamarr 
bution among the needy in their re-| with the exact amount not known St. Louis. Dec. 24 | Texas Rangers Ride Again(Par) 11/6 “— 67 a ytd ag 4 
Se Pi ee ce until after all tenders have been | , “tak: : ‘ ysterious Dr. Satan (Rep) 11/20 ; . Ciannelli-R. cox 
> ete ly he git Rar “a a act A duri th t th } Renewal of a contract last week | Murder Over New York (20th) 12/4 M 65 S. Toler-M. Weaver 
double that amount in 1941. Charity | acted on during the next month. between IATSE. Local No. 143. and | Trail of the Vigilantes (U) 12/11 WwW 75 F. Tone-B. Crawford 
work is one of specific requirements. Stockholders who notified the home --eeiaiclieaes igi 7 Flight From Destiny (WB) D >, Mitchell- J. Lynn 
i , Henry Holloway, owner and opera- 
Charter of Des Moines (Ia.) tent was : ‘ 


recently revoked for failure to do its 


office of their okay of the proposition 
felt that it was the best thing that 


tor of the Gem, Overland and Bev- 





WEEK OF REL EASE—12/20 40 


share. could be done under present circum- | €T!Y, subsequent run houses in St. | ———— eS SD 
Variety Club was founded here in | stances. Wall Street brokerage Louis County, ended a labor dispute | phantom Submarine (Col) M _ A. Louise-B. Brand 
9 : hea ttaae : houses also reported many inauiries | t?at closed the three places for two | Her First Romance (Mono) D 77 E. Fellows-W. Evans 
1927 At that time, a group of 11 eee Gis k pial lany inqul ~ | days Robert Thomsen ifsiness No, No, Nanette (RKO) 12 25 ML 96 A. Neagle-R. Carison 
showmen used to meet every a.m. in regarding details of the tender pro- pane te ‘ oe eee ee ee - | Behind the News (Rep) 12/25 D 74 L. Nolan-D. Davenport 
downtown Childs for a late snack. | posal. agent for Local No. 143, said the Lone Star Raider (Rep) 12/18 W 57 B. Livingston-B. Steele 
One day, one of them discovered a The dissenting volces were Samuel | ?&€W pact is the same as that which —, a 7 savas & js. a er. Boween 
ing i obby 1e srj- | I. Posen and J. D. Penick, directors, | €xPired Sept. 1 last. tl ell gl) 4 es > a 
foundling in the lobby of the Sheri- a. ’ >| ; Here Comes Navy (WB) (reissue) 724.534 D 88 J. Cagney-P. oO’ Brien 
dan Square theatre and the group | Who submitted a protest memo to the| According to union execs, the op- | —— . pen —— ——_—_—— 
decided to adopt it. Then and there | tender plan last week. Both direc- | erator at the Beverly was locked out | WEEK OF RELEASE—12/27/40 
they organized the Variety Club. | tors, however, had voted for the | and in retaliation the union ‘pulled’ a ee eS er ———— 





The Wildcat of Tucson (Col) 





‘Heart of Show Business.” to act as tender proposition at the directorate | the operators at the other two houses caeuinn Gemaane te) > » cee tat ig 
: : _— : IE : ? ae Y Stine hi ‘ , ‘ aig ‘ any (M-G ; Pri 

waif’s collective ‘father.’ Since then, | Session, it was stated at the Universal | while the feature films were in prog- | poning Home to Texas (Mono) w T. Ritter 

Tent No. 1, the parent Pittsburgh home office. ress of being shown, | Love Thy Neighbor (Par) 12,25 Cc 81 J. Benny-M. Martin 

ai: hic Shed a teak healt | Kitty Foyle (RKO) 12,18 D % G.ogers-D. Morgan 
’ “ee 6S mae Ee —-—- —_—___—— | Bowery Boy (Rep) D D. O’Keefe-L. Campbe 

dozen orphans, and all of them have | Chad Hanna (20th) 12°18 D 86 H. Fonda-L. Darnell 

eventually found their way into good | zDe bgt an aoe aia - = -— = ee eer 

5 cael laviaty Cy} Se | Thief o agda A) : . Veidt-J. Duprez _ 

homes, with a Variety Club endow as é tel aineé stan | Santa Fe Trail (WB) 12/18 W 110 E£. Flynn-O. de Havilland 

ment for them when they come of | North West Mounted ‘Police (Par) 10:23 M 12 G.C ooper- M. Carroll 

age. 


St. Loo’s Ambulance Fund 


Div. Head; Other Sales Dept. Shifts 


This 


Called Love (¢ 


WEEK OF RELEASE—1/3/4l 


. Russell-M. Douglas 


Thing ‘ol) 12/25 > 92 R 
i Yec. 2 Flight Command (M-G) 12,18 W 113 R. Taylor-R. Hussey 
es , St. aye Dec. 24. You’re Out of Luck (Mono) = F. Darro 
St. Louis Variety Club is solicit- - — } Trail of the Silver Spurs (Mono) j R. Corrigan-M. Terhune 
ing funds from employees of more | Second Chorus (Par) 12/4 MU 6 F. Astaire-P. Goddard 
than 100 houses in the burg and ad- Second in the series of shakeups | and Hugh Owen (Charlotte, Atlanta Hudson's: Bay (20th) 12 25 D “4 P Muni-G. Tierney ‘ 
jacent St. Louis County and several in the United Artists sales depart- | New Orleans and Dallas). | Lucky Devils (U) M R. Arlen-A. Devine 
“e nore e ve ~ , : | Western districts will be headed by | Where Did You Get That Girl? (U) C 64 H. Parrish-E. Quillan 
hundred more empl yed in local | ment came last week with the switch Sowins Sislalas Fe Milurai,. | Son of Monte Cristo (UA) 12/4 D 102 L. Hayward-J. Bennett 
film exchanges to buy motor am- : rving Schlank (Chicago, Milwau ; 87 OL: 3i C. Rains 
bulances for Great Britain. A com- | °% Haskell Masters from managing | kee, Minneapolis), J. S. Ambrose | OUT Mothers (WB) D / Lane Sisters-C. Ral — 
mittee headed by Lou Ansell, Fred | director of the company’s Canadian | (Omaha, Kansas City, St. Louis), Ben WEEK OF RELEASE—1/10/41 
Wehrenberg, Harry A. Arthur, Jr., | setup to western division manager of | Fish (Denver, Salt Lake City, Los} _ as —— - - —_—_—— 
chief barker of the club, and George UA's domestic sales organization. He Angeles, San Francisco and Seattle), | Pinto Kid (Col) :e 4 Sothern-L Agees 
L. Wiegand is conducting the drive. and S. Glazer (Canada). | ae es S Sate Cee) en eee 
an Gabe tants aaliecied ate suit. replaces Jack Schlaifer, who be-| Jack Golhar, former district man- | Aes  Grbent ian) Ww B: Gerry-. Samson 
; : | a y espe" yoming Wildca ep . y-d. 
cient but for two ambulances, goal COMeS a special representative. ager for Chicago, Detroit, St. Louis | | Little Men (RKO) 12/4 D ™ XK. Francis-J. Oakie 
set is three. Each machine, of Changes become effective Jan. 1. The | and other cities, has been named by | M. Shayne, Private Detective (20th) 12 25 4 a > ot a 
; Masters shift has been in the wind4Masters as his special field represen- | 8a Francisco Docks (U) » SOCOes. ervey 
eoigeg 2n manufacture, costs about | toe-weene tenn s | forrseg ” P a represen | Case of the Black Parrot (WB) M W. Lundigan-M. Wrixon 





In addition, UA has shuffled the | 
| districts 


that Masters and Harry 


Arthur W. Kelly, 


in charge 
of sales, 


V.p. 
in announcing the changes 








WEEK OF RELEASE— 


17/41 





W 9 6 . 7 ¢ Gold, who continues in charge of the | also said that UA’s playdate depart- | The Face Behind the Mask (Col) P. Lorre-E. Keyes 
earners Destiny Setup eastern division, will command. One| ment will be augmented with per- | be erencogy o ner a -G) 11/27 = ree a Sree 
l e ‘ ; , . : | Victory ar) : ch-B. Fi 
Hollywood, Dec. 24. of the changes has been to appoint | sonnel. He said that further appoint- | ‘Let's Make Music (RKO) 12/12 B. Crosby-E. Risdon 
Same director-writer-cast combi- Arthur Silverstone, who has been a' ments would be made to branch | 





nation utilized by Warners in ‘Flight | special h.o. sales department assis- 
From Destiny’ goes into a new pic- | tant, 


since returning fram Engiand | 


| managerships from among the sales- | 
men by division managers. No out- 


Robinhood of the Pecos (Rep) 


R. Rogers-M. Reynolds 








Romance of the Rio Grande (20th) 


C. Romero-P. Morison 
| Six Lessons from Madame LaZonga (U) 


D 
D 

MU &2 
w 
Cc L. Velez-H. Parrish 
Cc 

















‘ ay : : : d y G. Brent-J. Wyman 
ture, ‘One Hour of Glory,’ on the |at the beginning of the war, a dis- | side personnel will be brought in. ee ee neat : 
same lot. | trict manager. He'll handle Phila-| First major switch in the UA sales 

Director is Vincent Sherman, | delphia and Washington. organization came a couple of months hedeasenen as wt oll 
screen playwright is Ralph Block Heading the three other divisions ago with appointment of Kelly as| pne wild Man of Borneo (M-G) cD F. Morgan-B. Burke 
and principals in the cast are in the east are Charles Siern (New | general salesmanager, post which had | Life With Henry (Par) Cc J. Cooper-L. Ernst — 
Thomas Mitchell, Geraldine F York, New Haven and Boston), Bert | been vacant. Present changes are | The Saint in —— ane, oo." = ee tee 
ald. Je ffrey Lynn. Mona Maris and Stearn (Pittsburgh, Clevel; nd Cin- believed to be all the major ones to ga 9 pl gr ae some ( ) D C. Bover-M. Sullavan 
James Stephenson, ;cinnati, Indianapolis and Buffalo), be made immedciately. High Sierra (WB) D H. Bogart-I. Lupino 
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WB Withholds ‘Letter’ from Skouras’ 
Suffern, N.Y., House and It Becomes 


A Crisis 


Nyack, N. Y., Dec. 24. 

The Lafayette, Suffern branch of 
the Skouras chain, was open again 
today but there was no peace in 
gight for the feud between the film- 
house and Warner Bros. Rockland 
County Board of Supervisors, the 
Suffern village board, local clergy, 
Rotary Club and business men all 
had a hand in the sound and fury 
resulting last Tuesday from War- 
ners’ failure to deliver “The Letter’ 
on schedule. 

Herman Starr, special Skouras 
rep, ordered the theatre closed after 
the Bette Davis pic didn’t show up 
and the padlock stayed on three 
days until the next booked film ar- 
rived. 

Management had contracted for 
‘The Letter’ to start the same day 
as at the Rockland in Nyack and 
the Broadway in Haverstraw, two 
others in Skouras chain, and when 
the pic didn’t arrive it was claimed 
that an attempt is being made to 
force the Lafayette to show its pic- 
tures seven days after they finish 

laying in the Warner Bros.’ Fabian, 
n Paterson, N.J., 12 miles away. 

Contract with Warners, according 
to Lafayette management, calls for 
runs to begin seven days following 
their regular showing in-New York. 
All three Skouras theatres have 
built a rep by showing more A films 
than most suburban houses. ‘Boom- 
town’ was recently shown coinci- 

ent with its Broadway opening in 
‘e Y. and ‘Tin Pan Alley’ and 
‘Northwest Mounted Police’ were 
exhibited locally while still playing 
first run houses on Broadway. 

Erasing of ‘The Letter’ caused the 
Lafayette to close for the first time 
in its history. The house, originally 
started as a community theatre by 
Benatar locals including the late 





enator Royal S, Copeland, had 

een operated by the Skourases 

without interruption for four years. 
Mayor Steps In 


Immediately after the theatre was 
rdered closed, the fireworks began. 
[ayor August Temple of Suffern 


(pop. 3,900) called a special meet- | 


ng of the village board to consider 
the ‘crisis.’ 

Lafayette management took a paid 
8x10 ad in The Journal-News, Nyack 
daily, announcing the closing and 
Saying: 

‘Bette Davis in ‘The Letter’ was 
scheduled to play at this theatre. 

e picture is contracted for and 
available for showing but the dis- 
tributor refuses delivery...forcing 
the theatre to close down.’ 


Business men were quick to com- | 


plain against Warners, saying that 
a procedure allowing the Paterson 
house to show pix before the La- 


fayette would be disastrous to their | 
business and Suffern would lose its | 


standing as a first run business and 
commercial town. They pointed out 
that people who have been coming 
to Suffern from the town’s environs 
would have to go elsewhere to see 
first run pictures, and consequently 
would not frequent the town’s shop- 
ping areas. This is typical of fre- 
Quent squawks where a town has to 
wait for pictures. 

Meanwhile a large sign posted in 
front of the Lafayette saying ‘Closed’ 
Caused them to do new handsprings 
of wrath. They inspired the village 
board, at its special meeting, to pass 
two resolutions of protest. Also 
often done, inspired by exhibs them- 
Selves 

Public Interest 

Text of one of the resolutions sets 
forth that the theatre has for many 
years served the community in per- 
Mitting village residents to view mo- 
tion pictures coincident with theatres 
in neighboring communities and that 
the sudden action by Warners has re- 
sulted in “inconvenience and detri- 
ment to the local residents.’ 


It points out that if the ‘Lafayette 


Playhouse js forced into a secondary 
— in the county, it will deprive 
ocal merchants of trade which has 
been 


years,’ 


established over a period of 


Involving Rotary, Clergy 





Warners’ Stance 





Understood on Warner author- 
ity that the Fabian, Paterson, 
N. J., has always had a week's 
protection over the Lafayette, 
Suffern, N. Y., but that it has 
often been waived, with result 
the Skouras circuit entered a 
squawk when the clearance was 
taken on ‘The Letter.’ 

Burned through not getting 
‘Letter’ day-and-date with Pater- 
son, the Skourases closed down 
their Suffern house for three 
days, stirring up the town. 

This is the type of complaint 
that will probably reach arbitra- 
tion under the consent decree 
during the coming year. 





—— — 


MOVE 10 TILT 








Minneapolis, Dec. 24. 

Despite the fact that business for 
most spots has been bad on a com- 
parative basis, there'll be some rals- 
ing of admissions hereabouts after 
the first of the new year, It’s hoped 
that -sufficient of a boxoffice im- 
provement will ensue to justify the 


tilts. 
The Homewood, de luxe inde- 
pendent neighborhood house here, 





which dropped from. 25 to 15c, will 
lup to 20c. A number of other inde- 
| pendent theatres which lowered their 
scales from 28c to 20c will return to 
| the former figure 

Exhibitors who reduced their ad- 
mission prices assert that 
pected stimulus in patronage didn’t 
result—at least not to the necessary 
extent. The general feeling now is 
ithat it isn’t primarily a matter of 
scale, but of weather, employment 
businesg conditions and 





| general 
| product, 


Pa. Allied’s Stand 

First 
exhibitors against increased admis- 
| sion prices On certain pictures, as de- 
sired and requested by the distribu- 
|tors, has been taken by the Allied 
Motion Picture Theatre Owners of 
| Western Pennsylvania. 

In a memorandum sent out by 
Fred J. Herrington, secretary of this 
unit in the Allied States Assn., pro- 
ducer companies and others have 
| been advised of the resolution. 





Delay ‘Little Men’ Contest 


The $15,000 contest for the best 
advertising - publicity - exploitation 
campaigns on ‘Little Men’ has been 
set back to April 13 due to postpone- 
ment of national release of the pic- 
ture, now Jan. 10. 

A total of 369 different prizes are 


included in the $15,000 to be awarded 


| pictures 


finally passed a resoluti embody- 

ing the now much-aired charges 
Starr said a bad situation had been 

created by Warners’ action. While 


the theatre would reopen and show 
of other 
problem would arise again within a 
when the Lafayette 
from Warners. 


stop this menace 


companies, the 


short time 
booked another film 

‘I feel if we don't 
41] the picture concerns will ask for 
the same terms,’ Starr stated, pre- 
dicting spread of the ‘menace’ to the 
other Skouras houses. 

Local ministers said their piece in 


la telegram to Warners: 


| 


The resolution concludes that ‘the | 


Attempt to deprive this community 
and its residents of its privilege... 
be hereby condemned as unfair and 
discriminatory.’ 


sent to Warners. 

Starr, the Skouras man, appeared 
the following day at a meeting of the 
county board of supervisors, which 


}sent a 


| 


‘We desire to register our protest 


|against any action of your company 


calculated to injure the quality of 
pictures shown at the Lafayette the- 
atre or damage the legitimate busi- 
ness interests of our community.’ 
Next day the Suffern Rotary Club 
similar telegram Assorted 
individual squawks were also made. 
Immediately after the theatre 


' closed. Fred Lichtman, manager of 
Certified copies of resolution were | 


| theatre, 


the Lafayette, said employees of the 
including all union help 
They will receive 
according to 


were standing by. 
their regular salaries, 
Lichtman, 


B.0. SCALES 


the ex-\ 


organizational stand among | 


OMAHA 


(Continued from page 11) 








$9 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- 
25-35-40 )\—"Here Comes Navy’ (WB) 
(reissue) and ‘Won't Talk’ (Col). 
Light $5,500. Last week, ‘Blondie 
Cupid’ (Col) and ‘Lone Wolf Date’ 
(Col), thin $5,000. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 10-30-40) 
—‘Lonesome Pine’ (Par) (reissue) 
and ‘Thanks Memory’ (iPar) (reis- 
sue). Fair $6,600. New bill break- 
ing Christmas day includes ‘Flight 
Command’ (M-G) 
July’ (Par). Last week, ‘Westerner’ 
(UA) and ‘Dancing Dime’ (Par), fair 
$8,800. 

State (Goldberg) (900; 10-20-25)— 
‘Angels Broadway’ (Col) and ‘Blon- 
die Trouble’ (Col), split with 
‘Strike Up Band’ (M-G) and ‘River's 
End’ (WB). A little under average 
at $700. Last week, ‘Next Time 
Love’ (U) and ‘Moonlight Sonata’ 
(Select), split with ‘Fugitive’ (U), 
‘Leather Pushers’ (U), and ‘Laddie’ 
(RKO), fair $800. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,500; 10-20-25) 
—‘Frontier Vengeance’ (Rep), ‘What 
They Wanted’ (RKO), and ‘Money 
and Women’ (WB), triple, split 


Escape’ (Cap), and ‘Wagon Train’ 
(RKO), ‘Nurse Cavell’ (RKO). Light 
$600. Last week, ‘Men Against Sky’ 
(RKO), ‘Hit Parade’ (Rep) and 
‘Hired Wife’ (U), split with ‘Mexi- 
cali Rose’ (Rep), ‘Beyond Tomorrow’ 
(RKO) and ‘Durango Kid’ (Col), 
‘Lion Wings’ (UA), ‘Hell’s Kitchen’ 
(WB), slow $600. 

Avenue - Military - Dundee (Gold- 
berg) (950; 300; 600; 25) — ‘Angels 
Broadway’ (Col), ‘Blondie Trouble’ 
(Col), split with ‘Strike Up Band’ 
(M-G), ‘River’s End’ (WB). Light 
$1,000. Last week, ‘Next Time Love’ 
(U), ‘Moonlight Sonata’ (Select), 
split with ‘Fugitive’ (U), ‘Laddie’ 
$1100, and ‘Meet Missus’ (Rep), fair 


KANSAS CITY 


(Continued frorn page 9) 
previous, with the exception of the 
|} Newman which brings in Cab Cal- 
loway for four days of stage Dill 
| with feature. 

Estimates for This Week 














Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- | 
west) (820 and 2,043; 10-28-44)—‘Hit 
|Parade’ (Rep). Gives way after 
short week to ‘Hudson Bay’ (20th) 


today (Tuesday). 
combined $4,200. 
lantes’ (U) day 
houses did as well as can 
pected, $5,800. 

Midland (Loew’s) (4,101; 10-28-44) 
—Escape Glory, (UA) and ‘Kildare’s 


Slow going at 
Last week, ‘Vigi- 
and date in both 
be ex- 


| Crisis. (M-G). Five-day run tardy 
$5,000. NLast week, ‘Go West’ (M-G) 
iand ‘Gallant Sons’ (M-G), medium 
play at $6,560 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
28-44)—‘Night Earl] Carroll's’ (Par) 
|and ‘World in Flames’ (Par). Five 


| days very light $3,800. 
| ‘Reuters’ (WB), played ‘six days to 
murky $5,000. ab Calloway and 
band opened Monday (23) with 


‘Christmas July’ (Par) at raised. ad- | 


| mish. 
Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-28-44) 
—‘Red Hair’ (WB) and ‘Here Comes 


‘ j. : | 
Navy’ (WB) (re-issue). Taking a 
licking from the shoppers. Six days, 
$3,900. Last week, ‘East of River 


(WB) and ‘Dreaming Loud’ (RKO), 
light $5,000 

Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 10-30)— 
‘Youth Served’ (20th) and vaude, in- 
| cluding annual kiddie revue. 
go through a fair week 
Christmas Day to $5,000, under usual 
take Last week, ‘Charter Pilot’ 
(20th) and stage, good $6,000. 


DOCUMENTARY 
~ CINEMA FOR 
TIMES SQ. 





Negotiations are in progress on 


setting up a theatre in the Times 
Square area to show documentary 
pictures exclusively. Plan has the 


Cen- 


house 


backing of the American Film 
ter, documentary clearing 

which is endowed by the Rockefeller 
Foundation, 

Theatre now being sought {s a 
small one off of Broadway in the 
upper 40s. Plan is to operate just as 
the newsree] theatres do, grinding a 

of about one hour or a little 
Pol-'technic 


} 
snow 


more for a 25c admish. 


theatre in London has been running | 


; successfully on a similar policy for 
a number of years. 

Harold McCracken, author and ex- 
plorer arid himself a maker of docu- 
mentaries, is prez of the outfit which 
will run the new house. American 
Film Center, a central agency for 
information about documentaries and 
aid to documentary makers, will pro- 
vide no financial backing, but wil 
handle bookings and direct pro- 

} grams. 


‘Argentine Nights’ (U), pretty good | 
000. | 


and ‘Christmas | 


with ‘Prairie Schooner’ (Col), ‘Can't | 


Screen Actors Guild Board On 


Coast Proposes 


— 


Equity Move In 





Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Eauity will be asked to move in on 
the American Guilc of Variety Art- 
ists and assume jurisdiction over 
nitery and vaudeville, according to 
reports making the rounds. Pro- 
posal is understood to have been dis- 
cussed at Monday night’s (23) meet- 
ing of the Screen Actors Guild 
board, word being grapevined SAG 
would give full collaboration and aid 
in financing a shift in authority. 

Attorney Laurence Beilenson re- 


fabs with Paul 
Equity head is not particularly re- 
sponsive to the overture due to add- 
ed burden and coin outlay to re- 
suscitate AGVA and properly or- 
ganize its functions. 

The L. A. Chapter of the American 


and working conditions for Negro 





performers. AGVA officials claim 
that certain clubs and niteries are 
chiseling on minimum wage scales, 
and that working conditions for the 


| Negro performers are not on a par 
| with those of white members, 


Last week, | 


Will | 
including | 


Coast Idea 
According to actor union sources 
in New York, the suggestion that 


what like the Equity-Chorus Equity 
setup, originated on the Coast. Un- 
derstood here that Dullzell, Equity’s 
executive-secretary, did 
on the idea, but merely indicated he 
wanted time to consider it. Pro- 
posal has apparently not 
vealed to AGVA officials or the 
membership, so it’s not known what 
| their attitude would be. 

It is explained here that the sug- 
| gested plan would be intended to 
| bolster AGVA's admittedly shaky 
| financial situation, with the various 
| affiliate unions sharing the immedi- 
| 
| 





ate expenses and Equity actually op- 
erating the setup. Purely from 
| financial necessity, the AGVA offi- 
|cials and membership might be 
forced to accept such a plan if 
| Equity and the other unions were to 
| agree on it. However, until AGVA’s 
| contract with the vaudeville circuits 
has been in operation for a longer 
| period, no one can tell whether it 
|will solve the union’s monetary 
problems, as has been hoped. 

One official of the Associated 
| Actors & Artistes of America (pa- 
| rent organization of all the perform- 
er tinions) said yesterday (Tuesday) 
that in. his opinion there is little 
likelihood of the suggested plan be- 
jing adopted\_I don’t think you can 
push several thousand actors around 
and make them Nke it,’ he asserted. 
‘Not and still claim you’re running a 
democratic union, you tan’t. I doubt 
if the AGVA members will agree to 
jaccept a similar to Chorus 
| Equity, which would give them no 
voice in governing their own af- 
fairs. The whole situation must be 
given intensive study before any 
such drastic decisicn is reached.’ 


‘Other Coast Labor 
Matters Discussed 


Hollywood, Dec. 24 
Los Angeles Printing Trades Coun- 


status 


7 


cil is threatening a national boycott 
of picture theatres, with the p 
bility of picket lines being estab- 
lisked if the major companies refuse 
their demand that all studio printing 
carry the union label. The Counc 
has alre authorized its officers t 
nut on the unfair list any studio not 
using union shops for its printing. A 


demand for speedy action on the re- 


quest has been submitted to Pat 
Casey, Producer labor contact, by 
George E. Bodle, Council attorney. 

Ben Rubin, formerly with Metro, 
has joined the AGVA staff nere, and 
will work under Kenneth Howoerd, 


AGVA international representative. 
A move to increase the AGVA 
minimum for club dates from $8.50 
to $10 will be made this week at a 
conference officials of the 
Agents Association. AGVA also will 
ask for elimination of the $6 mini- 
mum currently charged for houses 
that have no admission charge. 
Charter for Cosmeticians 
The American Federation of Labor 
has installed a charter here for Coast 
workers A 
| drive is planned for Jan. 1, 


with 


cosmetic membership 


The in- 


cently returned from New York con- | 
Dulzell, but the) 


Guild of Variety Artists has appoint- | 
ed a committee to seek better pay | 


Equity should take over operation of | 
AGVA, under an arrangement some- | 


not frown! 


been re-| 


_stallation services were in charge of 
'Aubrey Blair, AFL organizer, and 
| Marvin Hart, official of the Central 
| Labor Council. 
| The Sound Technicians Local 69§ 
| of the International Alliance of Thee 
atrical Stage Employees has authore 
| ized a flat assessment per man that is 
| expected to raise $50,000 to take care 
|of current debts, etc. The first half 
|of the assessment is payable Jan. 1 
and the second half March 1. A come 
mittee “also has been appointed toe 
'seek a settlement witht Harold V. 
| Smith, 695 business representative, 
who claims group owes him approxie 
mately $33,000 in back salary. He 
has offered to accept $9,500 in settle- 
ment, plus a four-year contract ex- 
tension. His present contract has 
two years and 10 months to run. 

Several membership groups in the 
IATSE are circulating undercover 
pe@itions asking the International to 
| take over the 10 studio locals. With 
many of the unions bankrupt and 
officers of others fighting among 
themselves, the members claim it 
will be impossible to negotiate wages 
jand improved working conditions 
without the active support of the Ine 
ternational. 

AFL Joins in Drive 


The AFL has joined a drive by 
the Screen Cartoonists Guild to ore 
ganize the 700 workers at Walt Dis- 
| ney studio. A petition has been filed 
|/with the National Labor Relations 
Board, claiming that a majority of 
the workers already are affiliated 
with the Guild. Drive is being di- 
rected by Aubrey Blair, Herbert Sore 
rell, business representative of Move 
ing Picture Painters Local 644, and 
William Littlejohn, prexy of the 
SCG, 

Conferences between the Produ- 
cers and the Screen Actors Guild on 
wage tilts and improved conditions 
for extras, day players and freelance 
actors have been recessed until after 
Jan. 1. The Guild is asking that the 
stipend for bit players be raised from 
$25 to $40 or $50 a day in order to 
discourage companies from calling 
extras on $8.25 and $11 tickets and 
then giving them bit work to do. 
The current practice at many studios 
is to call extras on an $8.25 or $11 
check, then give them a part and ad- 
just the check. The extras are not 
carried at the day rate between dia- 
log shots, and, it is contended, undere 
cut the wage scale of the day player. 
| Day players also are seeking a 
limit of two hours’ free time for in- 
terviews and fittings, with freelancers 
seeking a similar limit and an ine 
creas in the weekly minimum. 

The Affiliated Property Craftsmen 
| Local 44 of the IATSE is distributing 
$1,000 to bring Christmas cheer to 
needy members who are temporarily 
financially embarrassed. 
tion is planned by 
Guilds and unions, 


RKO Simplifies 


—_tm—- ontinued from page 5— 


And Assume AGVA's Jurisdiction 


Similar ace 
othe studio 











companies and jointly-owned come 


pany, as well as mixtures of all or 


part of these. Only outfits listed ag 
subsids are those which are more 
than 50% owned by the _ parent 
company 

Two Operating Cos. 

Directly under Radio-Keith-Ore 
pheum Corp., the holding company, 
are operating companle RKO- 
Radio, the picture producing and 
distributing outfit, and RKO Pathe, 
newsreel company 

Top holding unit also controls 
Keith - Albee - Ory; 1eunNn Corp Ore 
pheum Circuit, RKO Proctor Corp. 
and various other vaudeville and thee 


atre Subsids ine 


RKO Southern 


cperating outfits 
clude such outfits a 
Corp., RKO Western Corp. Toledo 
Theatres & Realty C Orpheum 
Theatre Co. of Indiana, RKO Theatre 
Operating Corp. of New Jersey and 
Connecticut and the Cleveland Hip- 
podrome Co. 
Present complicated corporate 
not the result 


structure is naturally 
of design, but has been historical in 


its development. As one company 
bought theatres of another, or 
took over shares of them, it bee 


came more convenient to set up new 
corporations to hold leases and cone 
tracts. This went on and on until 
it pyramided into the present puze 
ziing situation. 
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Nothing could be sweeter after 
a merry WARNER Xmas with 
‘SANTA FE TRAIL’! 
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Old Heywood Broun Novel Sold 
To John Stahl; Other Story Buys 





Novel by the late Heywood Broun, 


+ 





DAVIS, CAGNEY TEAMED 
IN WB’S ‘BRIDE CAME’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Both members of this club, but 


NW Allied Asks Par Chain Plus 





All Distribs to Join Campaign 





never teammates before, Bette Davis | 6 ° ° | 
and James Cagney are co-starred in| To Brin Public Back to Theatres 
‘The Bride Came C.O.D.,’ starting | pg 

the day after Christmas on the War- | 
ner lot. 


MAN BITES DOG 


RKO Admits Critics Had a Beef on | 


written more than 10 years ago, was 
bought last week for filming by 








John M. Stahl. Called ‘The Boy 
Grows Older,’ it is based in part 
on his observations of his son, Hey- 
wood Hale Broun, now a writer in 
the sports department of PM, N. Y. 
daily. Stahl paid about $3,500 for 


_, pcreen rights. 


Warner Bros. paid approximately 
the same sum for a 1936 novel by 
Harry Hervey, who is best known 
for his ‘Shanghai Express.’ WB pur- 
chase is ‘The Damned Don’t Cry.’ 
William Lengel agency handled both 
this and the Broun deal. 

Paramount is mulling a script by 
Leicester Hemingway, brother 
Ernest, and Sir Anthony Jenkinson, 
British newspaperman. It is based 
on adventures of the pair on a re- 
cent ‘snoop cruiser’ through 


‘Too Many Girls’ 





New York critics’ squawk that 
lighting in RKO's ‘Too Many Girls’ 
, Was So dark much of the value of the 
' musical was lost has brought a retort 
from producer George Abbott that 
the print at the Criterion preem on 
| Broadway was bad. RKO'’s print de- 
| partment, in turn, has responded that 
| the film was processed perfectly, but 
| that a combination of Abbott’s low 
lighting and bad equipment at the 
Criterion caused too dark a result. 

Immediately after the beefs from 





of | the critics were heard, Sid Kramer, 


| RKO print and negative exec, re- 
| vealed another print was substituted 
'and the original one returned to the 


the | laboratory for checking. It was found 


Caribbean in a small sailing boat. |to be perfect. Kramer then discov- 
They did a series of yarns upon |ered, he said, that Criterion projec- 
their return detailing sensational | tion was bad, either insufficient light 
findings of Nazi infiltration in small |coming from the machine or being 
Latin American islands. These ran | reflected by the screen. 














in dailies taking North American 
Newspaper Alliance service. 

Their adventure-espionage 
later appeared 
before the pair started on the film 
script. Hemingway is a_ special 
writer for the Chicago Daily News 
and Jenkinson, a British baronet, 
writes for the London Daily Ex- 
press. 

Willis Goldbeck, writer who has 
done several of the ‘Dr. Kildare’ 
scripts for Metro, last week pur- 
chased screen rights to a short story 
which appeared in the Dec. 8 issue 
of This Week mag. It is labelled 
‘Inside Story’ and is by Joseph Har- 
rington. Price was $500. 


tale 





STORY BUYS 
Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
20th-Fox acquired screen rights to 
‘Green Entry,’ novel by F. Ruth 
Howard. 

Harry Segall sold his play, ‘Heaven 
Can Wait, to Columbia. 

20th-Fox bought ‘Flight Surgeon,’ 
by Cameron Rogers and Commander 
Herman Halland. 

Warners purchased Dalton Trum- 
bo’s yarn, ‘The Widow Wouldn’t 
Weep.’ 

Charles Hoffman sold his novel, 
‘Somewhere I'll Find You.’ to Metro. 


20th-Fox acquired J. Hyatt Down- 


ing’s pioneer novel, ‘Sioux City.’ 

Commander Frank Wead sold his 
aviation yarn, ‘Dive Bomber,’ to 
Warners. 





Chi Billposters Union 
In Racketeering Suit 


Chicago, Dec. 24. 

Billposters and _ Billers Union, 
Local 2, is the subject of a racketeer- 
ing suit filed in Federal court here 
last week. James Kelly, president 
of the local, is seeking an injunction 
against the international officers 
from seizing the funds of the local 
and from continuing to threaten in- 
jury to the local officers. 

Named as defendants are Interna- 
tional President Leo Abernathy 
Pittsburgh and five other 
tional officers, including Harry Gun- 
derseon and Otto Krueger. Declar- 
ing that the local treasury has funds 
of $50.000 in cash and contracts, the 
local officers charge that the interna- 
tional faction is attempting to seize 
the treasury, threatens to revoke the 
local charter and is threatening 
bodily harm against the plaintiffs. 

This union has been the centre of 
racketeering charges for many years, 
and several mobs from time to time 
have reported attem] 

Zain control of it. 


been 











Overlooking Central Park 
NEW YORK 
An Imposing address that’s no 
imposition en your budget. 
From $3.50, single; $5 double. 
Also by the month. 


CENTRAL PARK WEST AT 61ST STREET 
NEW YORK cs 
Rithord M 
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in Reader’s Digest | 


of | 


interna- | 


‘Lighting is on the dark side, any- 
how,’ 
scenes are at night. And that, witha 
combination of bad projection, gave 
| the critics a legitimate complaint.’ 


‘Acted in Good Faith,’ 
Says WB in Denying 
Patent Theft Charge 


Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc., filed 
l'answer Saturday (21) in N. Y. fed- 
'eral court to a suit for treble dam- 
|ages that names as defendants WB, 
Albert A. Radtke, Radtke Patents 
Corp. and Leonard Day in a patent 
| ‘theft’ action. Answer is a novel one. 
as the film company interposes un- 
usual defenses. 

Action was filed last June by the 

Photometric Products Corp., and is 
|one of the most important patent 
; suits filed in the film industry, as 
it involves the patent entitled, 
‘Method For and Means of Optically 
Recording and Reproducing Sound,’ 
without which sound pictures could 
not exist. Plaintiff claims it incor- 
| porated in 1919, and from then to 
1930 spent over $500,000 in develop- 
ing a photo-electric cell. In 1921 it 
claims to have hired the defendant 
Radtke as an engineer, with the pro- 
| viso that any developments or inven- 
| tions of Radtke’s during his period 
| of employment were to be given to 
the plaintiff. 

It is charged that in 1922 Radtke 
|develoned and sued over patent, and 
conspired with Day, an attorney, and 
Warner Bros., 
tiff of this patent. So valuable has 
the patent become, compiaint al- 
leges, that royalties are being paid 
Warner Bros. by the International 
Projector Corp., Electrical Research 
Products, Inc., United Research 











Corp., Douglas Leigh, Inc., De Vry | 


Corp., Western Electric Corp., and 
Radio Corp. of America. 

The answer says that on Sept. 4, 
1931, Radtke transferred his rights 
in the patent to Thomas J. Martin, 
a Warner Bros. accountant. Warner 
Bros. in good faith with no knowl- 
edge of anyone’s claims against the 
patent, declares the answer, ad- 
vanced to the Radtke Patent Corp. a 
sum of $154,101 through a subsidiary, 


| 
| 


to defraud the plain- | 


William Keighley directs from a 
script by the Epsteins, Philip and 
| Julius. 


TRUSTEES OKAY 
MINNESOTA'S 
LEASE 





Minneapolis, Dec. 24. 

Trustees appointed by the U. 
referee in bankruptcy and repre- 
| senting the owners of the defunct 
lire have $2,000,000 Minnesota thea- 





tre have approved the lease of. the 
‘house to the Middle States Corp. of 


Kramer said, ‘because the | Milwaukee, operating the Riverside | 


| theatre there. Before the deal can go 
through, however, creditors must 
ratify it. They will be called to- 
gether shortiy to do so. 

E. J. Weisfeldt, representing Middle 
States, says that plans call for the 
installation at the Minnesota of the 
same vaudfilm policy employed at 
the Riverside, Milwaukee. Under the 
proposed terms there would be a 
four-month trial operation carrying 
an option for five years. Charles L. 
Schwerin is head of Middle States. 

Minnesota Amus. Co. (Paramount) 
relinquished the Minnesota theatre 
| after incurring heavy losses with the 
j}house. The owners themselves re- 
cently tried to operate it with a 
| vaudfilm policy, minus major film 





| product, and wound up arg unsuccess- | 


iful 25-week period by tossing the 
|theatre into bankruptcy when they 
| were unable to obtain any tenant for 
} it. The heavy operating ‘nut,’ tough 
|; Orpheum stage show opposition and 
| lack of suitable film product combine 
|to make the theatre a problem child. 

Middle States hopes to open it 
starting on 
|feldt announces. It is planned to 
|make the Riverside and Minnesota 
ithe ‘nucleus of a chain 
houses,’ he says. 


JOY HOUCK BRANCHES 
INTO AVIATION BIZ 


New Orleans, Dec. 24. 
Joy Houck, operator of the Rio, 
Strand, Iris and the Joy theatre: 


here, who parlayed a truck, tent and 
a motion picture projector into a 
$250,000 theatre enterprise in 
years,~has set out to revolutionize 
the air transportation business. 
Houck, who became interested in 
aviation a year ago and who owns 
|and flies his own plane, has leased 
the Menefee airport here and will 
operate an air school and passenger 
service. He hired well known 
pilots and mechanics and will oper- 
ate sight-seeing tours over city for 
50 cents, as well as teach flying at 
rates cheaper than any other school 


has 





now operating here 

He envisior a steady stream of 
Orleanians learning to fly at half the 
present instru cost and then 
renting them planes for busine or 
pleasure trips at only $4 an hour 
for actual flying time—plan e 
capable of flying 150 miles an hour, 
to give a rough idea of how far you 
an fiy for how much 


Shifts Its Gals 


the United Research Corp., of Dela- 
vare, t levelop and improve the 
patent. On Dec. 18, 1936, the Radtke 
Patents Corp. granted certain roy- 
alties to the United Research Corp., 
which were free and clear, with the 
express understanding that they 
were to be turned over to Warner 
Bros. and RCA free and clear. | 
| United Research then reduced by 
$50,000 the indebtedness of the 
Radtke Patents Corp. to it. Warner | 


Bros. concludes by pointing out that 
Cc y { g 


it was an innocent party to the pro- | 


ceedings, and that if the patent 
rights are granted to the plaintiff, 
all the improvements which Warners 
laid out, amounting to over $150,000, 
forego with it. The company asks a 
dismissal of the action first, and then 
states that if the court should rule 
the patent belongs to the plaintiff, 
that it force the plaintiff to reim- 
burse Warner Bros. for the money 
advanced to Radtke, ane grant it the 


|licenses secured from Radtke which 
| were turned over to it and RCA free 
i of charge. 

In a similar suit against the above- | 


named defendants some time ago, in 
which the same patent was involved, 
N. Y. Federal Judge dism 


suit of one Virgil Crites. 


issed the is 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 


Priscilla Lane took over the job 
originally assigned to Olivia de Hav- 
illand as the star in ‘Miss 
Wheelwright Discovers America,’ to 
be directed Kurt Bernhardt at 
Warners. 

Shift in 


by 


the production schedule 
placed Miss de Havilland in ‘The 
Bride Came C.O.D.”’ with James 
Cagney and Bette Davis. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
‘Palm Beach Limited’ became ‘My 
| Life With Caroline’ at RKO. 

‘We Dare Not Love’ was switched 
to ‘They Dare Not Love’ at Colum- 
bia Bas 

‘Singapore’ is the 


i‘Jinx Woman’ at Warne 


new tag 


rs. 


Minneapolis, Dec. 24. 
| Northwest Allied, indie exhibitors’ 
| organization, is burying the hatchet 
‘and extending the olive branch to 


distributors-producers ‘in the com- | 


It has invited the dis- 


mon interest.’ 
tributors to join it in a campaign 
| after the first of ne new year to try 
|the doldrums and bring the public 
| back to the theatres.’ 

| Minnesota Amus. Co. (Paramount) 
also has been asked to join in the 
campaign. A conference of all the 
!interests involved in the film busi- 
; ness in this territory is scheduled for 
|early January. It will be one of the 


| 


| tre business is that it’s suffering from 
'a loss of momentum because there 


haven’t been enough good pictures 
being released consecutively. He be- 
lieves that theatre-going is largely a 
matter of habit and that the momen- 
tum of attendance must be sustained 
by a run of outstanding films. For 
his theatres henceforth, he ane 


| nounces, he’ll sift the various prod- 
| to ‘resurrect the movie business from | 


ucts and show only the better pic- 
tures, ‘if there are enough of them,’ 
throwing out the ‘dogs,’ even though 
he has bought these latter and must 
pay for them. He says he’s encoure 


| aged over the product outlook. 
| Other 


independent leaders think 
that many of their customers have 
been lured away bv the numerous 


. | first times when ‘everybody’ has co- 


opposition forms of entertainment, 
lsuch as bowling, radio, night clubs 
and taverns, the increasing number 
and variety of night sports events, 
bridge, etc. They fear that the ma- 


operated. 

| One of the proposals is a house-to- 
; house canvass by all those employed | 
|in the industry hereabouts to check | 


New Year’s Eve, Weis- |! 


of flesh 


10 | 


on 
' 


up to ascertain ‘why people aren't 
| going to the movies any more and to 


the way of film entertainment.’ The | 
| suggestion also calls for the can- 


vassers to call the attention of all the 
| people interviewed to the ‘outstand- 
| ing’ pictures coming up, thus helping 
, to ‘sell’ these films to the public. 
Harold Fields, owner of the Pio- 
;neer circuit of Iowa theatres with 
| headquarters here, has employed a 
similar canvass successfully, as far as 
having managers and ushers go from 
house to house to acquaint the public 
' with coming attractions is concerned. 
Incidentally, Fields feels that one 


of the main troubles with thea- | 


Monopoly Charges Stick 
Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 


Application of Golden State The- 
atre & Realty Co. for dismissal of 


monopoly charges brought by Inter- | 


coast Amusement, Inc., was denied 
by Judge Harry Hollzer in U. S. 


District Court. 
With regard to the T&D Junior 
circuit, also involved as a defendant, 


visement. 


660-Seater in Grapevine 
Grapevine, Texas, Dec. 24. 

| The 660-seat Palace opened here 
Town’s 


recently by J. K. Buckner. 
first house. 


determine what the public wants in | 


the application was taken under ad-| 


jority can't be won back. 
Just Pessimistic 


There’s a considerable segment 
, that even thinks that good pictures 
aren't the solution to the boxoffice 
;problem. One of these is Abe A, 
Kaplan, independent circuit owner, 
| prominent in Northwest Allied coune- 
' cils. 


‘There’s no satisfying the public,’ 
; asserts Kaplan, who is pessimistie 
over the industry’s outlook. ‘A pice 
| ture that would have been consid- 
ered a knockout 10 years ago is 
' called a louse by the fans today. Or- 
|dinarily good pictures get only a 
j}lukewarm response and don’t draw. 
|The lone ones that do business are 
the super-specials. And if you gave 
them all super-specials they’d soon 
grow dissatisfied with them and de- 
mand something even better, and the 
ordinary run of super-specials 
wouldn’t draw.’ 

Some of the leaders complain that 
enough of the public in this territory 
hasn’t sufficient purchasing power 
for entertainment to attend their thee 
|} atres ‘regularly,’ as in the old days. 
Exchange heads, however, blame the 
unseasonal November slump this 
year largely to weather conditions, 
Winter set in much earlier than usual 
and has been exceptionally severe to 
date, it’s pointed out. November ore 
dinarily is one of the year’s best 
months hereabouts, but this year 
most of the indies claim to have lost 
‘money during it. 
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The WALT DISNEY. 
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In Technicolor & RCA Fantasound 
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BROADWAY THEATRE 
$3rd St. & B’way—Ci 6-5353 


THIS PICTURE CANNOT BE SHOWNIN ANY 
OTHER THEATRE WITHIN 100 MILES OF N.Y. 
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NEVILLE MILLER OPENS NEW YORK OFFICE; 
CRITICIZES ASCAP’S ‘ISSUE-CONFUSING’ 


Hopes for Eventual Resumption of Negotiations With 


+ 


Society But Sharply Raps Publicity Campaign 
Conducted by Performance Pool 


Radio took the initiative in 
fssuance of final-week training camp 
statements when Neville Miller, pres- 
ident of the National Association of 
Broadcasters Monday (23) scouted 
what he said were reports about me- 
diation conferences between ASCAP 
and hg: industry, and declared that 
‘it was hoped that some time after 
the turn of the year, when the situa- 


tion returns to normality, we can 
consider again some arrangement, 


equitable to all parties, for the use of 
music by ASCAP composers.’ 
also discloses that he had opened an 
office in Radio City and that he 


the | 


Miller | 


+ 





| 





World’s End 


Norfolk, Va., Dec. 24. 

Campbell Arnoux, general 
manager of WTAR here, has 
presented the station’s entire 
library of 4,000 ASCAP phono- 
graph records to the Fifth Naval 
district for distribution to so- 
cial centers, etc. 

Gift suggests that WTAR ex- 
pects to scratch ASCAP out of 
its life for ever. 








coming, and since July have worked | 
| 


would until further notice spend &8) oyt their recataloging. 


major part of his time there. 


| 
| 


Their extensive music library is 


Meanwhile, Broadcast Music con-| completely set up and split down 


tinued to send out classified break- | the middle 


so they’re ready for 


downs of tunes in its repertoire. In | whatever evolves. 


one list it released there were such | 


ASCAP-affiliated names, apparently 
from the E. B. Marks and Hinds, 
Hayden & Eldridge catalogs, as Vic- 
tor Herbert, George Gershwin, Rog- 
ers & Hart, John Philip Sousa, Je- 
rome Kern, Sigmund Romberg, Ed- 
ward McDowell, Ethelbert Nevins, 
Otto Harbach, Carrie Jacobs Bond, 
Gus Edwards, L. Wolfe Gilbert, Al 
Dubin, Mack Gordon, Charles Wake- 


man Cadman, James Weldon John- | 
son, Oscar Straus, Leo Fall, Franz | 


Lehar and Arthur Schwartz. 

Attempts to Confuse 
In his statement Miller again laid 
the responsibility for failure to ne- 
gotiate at the door of ASCAP’s 
management. He charged __ that 
ASCAP’s management in attempts to 
confiye the issue had apparently suc- 
ceeded on outsmarting itself 
and ‘in hurting many loved Ameri- 
can composers who have no voice in 
the affairs of what is supposed to be 
their own organization. Miller re- 
viewed ASCAP’s demands on radio 
under the new licensing contract, its 
‘refusal to submit a new proposal,’ 


ly in 


and charged that ASCAP, ‘ignoring | 
these suggestions, merely redoubled 


its publicity efforts in an attempt to 
confuse the issue, 
sympathy) cres 
that radio 
‘boycott’ Ss 
tines.’ 
Miller’s statement belittled 

he described as ASCAP’s ‘frant 
tempts to stampede the public 


believing the 


and ite the impression 


stations' were about to 


yme 


what 


re woulda De 


appeal for public | 


of America’s popular 


ic at- 
into 


a dearth of 


music on the air after Jan. 1, and 
agall attacked ASCAP"’ internal 
sir ire and ne ds of royalty 
allocatior The atement ran to five 
past half of which was dé voted to 
*e: > the de operations of 
the perfor I its organization. 
‘Our ASCAP Museum’ 
Hartford, Dec. 24. 

Station WDRC has filed away some 
$000 ASCAP numbers on. wall 
shelves in one of its studios. 

Placed under lock and key as a 
museum for visitors to see. 

WIR Was Foresighted 
Detroit, Dec 24. 

While n¢ librarians a now 
frant WJR’'s J Le isha ind 
Dave Silverman are going through 
the ho! s with their days off and 
a minimum of ASCAP-BMI worries 
Last summer! ey figured there was 
going to be no fooling, the fight wa 


~ Haverlin States 12% of Biz Is BMI . 


WFBL Optimistic on BMI 


Syracuse, Dec. 24. 

WFBL revealed Sunday (22) that 
| without prior announcement it had 
|put a ban on ASCAP tunes on Dec. 
|1 and that in the interim it had re- 
'ceived not one complaint from the 
public. In fact, the CBS affiliate re- 
ported, the public has been com- 
| pletely unaware of the change with 
the exception that it has had several 
letters from fans, praising the gen- 





eral improvement in the type of 
}musie it has been offering. These 
came principally from older folks 


who enjoy some of the numbers now 
in the public domain which they 
haven't heard in recent years. 

Only exception to the studio rul- 
ing is Jim Deline, who conducts a 
‘Musical Bee’ quiz show for Red and 
White Stores and who is_ using 
ASCAP tunes until the Dec. 31 dead- 
line, 








Nashville’s Recent Average 
| Nashville, Dec. 24. 
Nashville’s radio stations are 
about 75% BMI, a checkup of the 
three stations revealed. Charles 
Nagy, musical director of WLAC 
reported that outside of network 
shows, the local station uses about 
85% BMI e.t.’s and the live shows 
have a minimum of three BMI tunes 
to one ASCAP, 
Roger Phillips, WSIX music direc- 


tor, reports recent average of 60% 
3MI, with all feeds to Mutual going 
100% BMI, 


At WSM Vito Pelleettieri reports | 


average lately of 60% BMI tunes. 


KROW’s ‘BMI Showcase’ 
San Francisco, Dec. 24 
in this area 


First station to 


come | 





public domain Hawaiian tunes, the 
style of his band. 

Bands along Kinney’s lines, that is 
outfits which use more originals 


| than pops, and that includes a lot of 
the drive groups in existence, will —— 


be the least hurt by the song argu- 
ment. It’s the sweet crews, which 
subsist almost exclusively on pop 
tunes, which will be bothered the 
most. 





Phila. Record’s Open Forum 
Philadelphia, Dec, 24. 
A precedent was set here last 
Friday (20) when the Philly Record 
opened its columns for a by-lined 





radio industry and the American 
| Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers, 


Irving Berlin's Regrets 








instead of making it 
which neither party will probably 


Chicago, Dec. 24. 


Irving Berlin, in town last week for the Mayor of Chicago’s annual 
Christmas Party show, made an impassioned plea for sanity and fair 
play in the radio battle between American Society of Composers, Au- 
thors and Publishers and Broadcast Music, Inc. 

He believes that the public will finally step in and make the real 
and vital decision in the matter, but believes that the opposing parties 
should sit down at this time and settle their differences like gentlemen 
a knock-’em-down-and-drag-’em-out 


fight in 


be the victor. 








Se re 


ASCAP and the Advertiser 


By WILLIAM H. RANKIN 





(The author of this statement, who 





The Record as well as most of the! Man’ 


is the head of the agency bearing his 


“| name, is famous in the radio trade 
story by an executive of a radiO| ag the man who, back in 1922, paid 
station to present the broadcasters’ | $100 for 10 minutes to find out on his 
side of the controversy between the own if anybody li 


stened to radio. He 
submitted these remarks to VaRirTy.) 


There seems to be a 
in 


‘Forgotten 
the controversy between 


‘other local dailies had been print-|ASCAP and the radio industry. He 
ing stories, and in some cases, edi-|is ‘The Advertiser’—the man who 


Samuel Rosenbaum, 


Radio Network Affiliates, 


pro-ASCAP stories. 


In a three-column story, Rosen- 
baum likened ASCAP to a depart- 





| torials, giving the break to ASCAP. | pays for commercial broadcasting. 
president of|Strangely enough ASCAP in licens- 
WFIL and chairman of Independent | ing the radio industry to play all 
asked its music, based its charges per 
for—and got—space to answer the/ year on a blanket percentage of in- 


ment store which buys up the prod-| Percentage that was collected by 
luct of all the small merchants and|ASCAP was not enough to worry 


come of all radio stations from 
commercial radio broadcasting. 
The first four or five years, the 


‘then forces customers to buy every-|the radio industry. -.or advertisers 
'thing on its shelves in order to get| 4nd advertising agencies who pro- 


| the particular article they want. 


NBC SCRATCHES 
ARTIE SHAW 


| 
- ——— 





Hollywood, 
and N BC 


Dec. 24. 


Artie Shaw have come 


|\to an open break, with broadcast- | 
music | 
from the Palladium ballroom off the | 
Action came | 
|} when the leader declined, accord- | 


ing chain ordering Shaw’s 


lair, effective at once. 


ing to web officials, to give sufficient 

| advance notice of his numbers so 
ithat music clearance at Radio City 
|eould classify their origin. 


} 


| 


duced the revenue from which 
ASCAP’s yearly tax on income (ad- 
vertising) of the radio industry was 
derived. In 1940 this tax, I under- 
stand, amounted to over $4,500,000 
and next year ASCAP wants much 
more * ° ®& 

Everyone knows that it was not 
musi¢ or songs that made radio pro- 
grams commercially profitable 
advertisers. It was the hard-hitting 
commercial advertising of from 50 
to 100 words—two or three times on 
every program, that brought profit- 
able results for advertising. Talent 
was used to gain large audiences— 


—the commercials do—and when the 
stars are persuaded to use the com- 
mercials, then that helps sales. 


The Real Stars 
| 





Today, the men and women who | 


write commercials for radio pro- 
grams and those who instruct them 


Shaw’s music has been aired by | how to write them, are more im- 
the network from the local dancery | portant to the success of radio pro- 


five nights each week. Bandleader, 


it is reported, told NBC execs that | 


he would not be bullied by them into 
conforming network practice 
|and that he would play whatever 
tunes he saw fit. 


with 
ViItn 


Move by broadcasting chain is 
line with the cautious procedure em- 


|ployed by webs to avoid conflict | 
| with the American Society of Com- 


} 
} posers, Authors a 
after this month. 


rights 


out bluntly with a BMI program is | 


KROW 


of its 


the title 
hour from 


which has switched 

morning request 

‘Your Show’ to ‘BMI Showcase.’ 
Juicer selling BMI as Santa 

Claus representing the rebirth of 

American composition, 

gift to the public for 1941.’ 


‘the 


Y 


song 
r song 


Kinney’s 400 P. D. Tunes 


Ray Kinney is one of the few band- 


leaders who isn’t concerned about 
the approaching Jan. 1 expiration of 
radio-ASCAP relations. Whereas 
there are a flock of name bands with 
comparatively few non-ASCAP num- 
bers in their books Kinney is sitting 
tight with over 400 arrangements of 


Tells Detroit Gathering Radio Has Waited 17 Vous 


For Chance Against ASCAP 


Detroit, Dec. 24. 

Approximately 72°, of the nation’s 
Fadio stations have signed contracts 
with Broadcast Music, Inc., Carl 
Haverlin, stations relations man for 
BMI, announced here at a meeting 
of broadcasters from the four states 
of Ohio, Michigan, Indiana and Ken- 
tucky. 


Saying that radio has had ‘a bone 
to pick AKSCAP for 17 years,’ 
he added that this was going t ea 
fig the finish. He mitted that 
the problem of substituting BMI 


i 


musie for ASCAP will 


one and that programs 


be a difficult 
will have to 


weeks in advance to permit the de- 
letion of any of the rival music and 
to make an adequate substitution. 
In addition, he pointed out, time 
will be needed so that the arrange- 
ment of the particular numbers can 
be checked. To aid the stations, all 
now have been supplied with cata- 
] ting the musie that mav e 
played s: intringing On 
the rights of 


ASCAP. 


radio’s | 


‘MOST PLAYED’ BOX 


i 
| 


r + } ® . . ; 
Bae : Boston. | given and is still given to the radio | 
= ere he industry and its reward was mil- 
otic rat + icsic enart. . 9 
notice that the Music Depart-/} lions of dollars’ worth of advertis- 


ment of Variety has deci 


out the list of numbers most played 
on the air From this standpoint 
this may be all right as I do not sup- 
pose music publishers are interested 
where their numbers are not 


sented to any extent. 

However, I believe that the 
stations are particularly interested in 
knowing even more this 
than previously on tl 
networks are using mostly. There- 
fore, I make the suggestion that you 
publish this information. 

John Shepard, 3rd, 
President, Yankee Network. 


radio 


so at 


| 
! 





(VARIETY will look into this possi- 
bility. Weekly boa to which Yankee 
|web president refers was tempo- 
rarily dropped because of unsettled 
situation in music just now and lack 
of news value—Ed). 





Ted Husing Centrepiece 


N. W. Ayer has started to work on 


a variety-sports show framed around Four hours 


Ted Husing. 


Presentation to the account won't 

le for-a few ' nd if the 

pected 

{to go on the air before late in spring. 


led to leave 


in | 


nd Publishers copy- | 


| VALUED BY TRADE 


;grams than the stars on 
grams. Some advertising 
men can take the most ordinary pro- 
grams and write commercials that 
{sell more goods than the highest- 
priced programs and highest-priced 
talent can with poor 
radio commercials, 


the pro- 


or ordinary 


The man who ‘fathered’ commer- 
cials on radio programs is even | 


to | 


but talent does not sell merchandise | 


agency | 


| ize radio to the public, than the 
;}music and songs of ASCAP. 
| Some of the big program successes 
on the air have been made without 
talent —- music —- or songs. ‘Spot’ 
' broadcasting with 50 to 100 words of 
| direct selling advertising commere 
cials have made even more suc- 
cesses than musical programs. 
Because any annual tax pl ced on 
radio income must be paid by the 
advertiser, eventually, I believe 
their influence will be on the side 
of the Radio Broadcasters Assn. to 
pay for ASCAP music and songs~ 
when and if used on any or all proe 
grams—but not to make all proe« 
grams pay for ASCAP music oy 
songs regardless of whether the 
service is given or not. 


PRIME ASCAP 
FIELD STAFF 


National staff of the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers has been prepared with 
all necessary material and equip- 
ment for use after Dec. 31 should 
there fail to ast minute 











be a li 
licensing deal with the radio indus- 
try. District offices have received 
complaint forms for the filing of in- 
fringement suits together with de- 
tailed instructions as to how they 
| were to be made out. Recording dee 
vices are slated to reach these ofe 
fices during the next three days. 

Included in the instructions was a 
paragraph urging that whenever 
possible the complaint also name the 
advertiser and advertising 
|involved, and that service 
on such parties, 


agency 


be made 


‘Crosby to Sing ASCAP 
| ‘Ballad for Americans’ 
| Despite Dec. 23 Deadline 


more entitled to a percentage of | 

in 7 : pe ~ | It will be an all-ASCAP repertoire 
jradio income than the ASCAP., t highagg- = on 7 ‘ 
} 2 on the Thursday (26) broadcast of 
| Yet commercial radio was helped | the Kraft Music Hall, despite the ab- 
most by the news publicity given | solyte ban against ASCAP musi¢e 
|the industry gratis by the daily, | whieh NBC put into effect Monday 
Sunday and weekly newsapers and (23). J. Walter Thompson, agency 


through the publishing of the daily 
programs and radio time-tables. Mil- 
lions of dollars’ worth of space was 


ing in newspapers by radio set man- 


ufacturers and radio accessories. 
Over 40,000,000 home radio sets 
have been sold through such ad- 


vertising and over 10,000,000 now in 


repre- | automobiles. 


The newspapers, radio trade 
papers, advertising agencies, and 
radio editors did more to popular- 


time 
1e numbers the | 





on the program, took issue with the 
network on the shutdown, and won 
out. 

Bing Crosby had some time 
started studying ‘Ballad for Amerl- 
cans’ with the view of including it 
in one of his programs. Just as the 


oon 
ago 


work was set for a late December 
broadcast NBC came through with 
its edict. John U. Reber, Thomp- 
son’s radio v.p., took up the argu- 
ment on the New York end with 
| NBC, and obtained the special dis- 


pensation which extends to all the 
music on the program. 


All Night WOR Awaits ASCAP 





Station to Run 24 Hours 





| 
1 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Of Ayer Presentation 2 2m. and 6 am. for 


When Music Situation Is 


Settled—WAAT, Jersey City, Also Owl-Minded 





WOR, New York, is mulling the] about the idea until after the settle- 


operation. Station has been offered 


‘idea of going into 24 hour a day| ment of the current argument 


be- 
'tween radio and the American So- 
| ciety of Authors, Composers and 


sponsorship of the period between | Publishers. Before committing itself 


of phonograph records. 
would buy up the entire 


is the only shutdown the 


outlet observes at present. It would | outlet expecting 
has | the-clock broadcasting. 


be the first time the station 
operated, except in emergencies, be- 
ond the 2 a.m. closing hour 


Nothing will be done, 





the playing | to a yes or no on the subject, the sta- 
One account tion wants to see where it stands on 
stretch. | recorded music. 


WAAT, Jersey City, is another 
to go into round- 
It probably 
will be instituted in March or there- 


ts new transmitter jf 


abouts when its 


however, | ready for operation. 
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ASCAP ‘CONSENT’ FIZZLES 





i Report Thurman Arnold Burns 





It is reported that as result of ASCAP’s regular attorneys, Schwartz 
& Frohlich, advising its client that they’ll ‘have no part of any consent 
decree,” Thurman Arnold, the Government's trust-buster, has been 
getting hot under the collar in Washington, calling the Society ‘welch- 


ers’ and ‘double-crossers’. 


The Dept. of Justice official in charge of ‘ 


anti-trust prosecution, not knowing the inside, is reported to be plenty 
burned at Lieut.-Governor Charles Poletti of New York State who is 
regular counsel to Milton Diamond's law firm, and was called in by 
him to ‘negotiate the best possible deal for ASCAP’. 

What Washington doesn’t know is that Schwartz & Frohlich and 
many of the rank-and-file music publishers and writer-members of 
ASCAP never could see the consent on the ground it’s ‘confessing to 


a guilt which we've denied right along’. 


Some members of the board 


are for it, as are others, who don’t think any consent decree nowadays 
is as onerous as it sounds, pointing to the picture industry's ‘Big Five’ 


as not being above accepting one. 


Poletti is supposed to have worked out a ‘quite satisfactory’ 


under- 


standing with Arnold on a consent, until the regular ASCAP attorneys 
took umbrage at Diamond, Rabin, Botein & Mackay (Poletti of coun- 


sel) being called in. 


Diamond is Herman Starr’s personal attorney and 
Starr is head of the Warner Bros. 


music firms-members of ASCAP 


besides chairmaning the radio negotiating committee. 
Schwartz & Frolich are reported to have had heated words with 
Gene Buck and John G. Paine, president and g.m. of ASCAP over the 


idea of not being closely consulted on the consent moves. 


It was 


finally decided to ‘leave it all up to Gene Buck,’ with likelihood the 


decree will be dropped entirely. 








May Drop Amateur Songwriters 


Lewis-Howe Wonders Whether Tommy Dorsey 


Orchestra Wasted on Merchandising Folderol 


from the 
which 


Probable 
giveaway 


trend away 


money programs 


+ 





7 
1 


now thickly stud the network com- | 


mercial schedules is seen in the in- 
dicated move by the Lewis-Howe Co. 


to eliminate the new song contest 


phase of the Tommy Dorsey show | 


and devote the half hour 
NBC-blue 
straight, 

The bill-payers 


on 

Thursday 
legitimate 
for 


nights to 
entertainment. 
the stanza are 


the | 


reported as having come to the real- | 


ization that they 
more out of their investment if they 


one of the country’s leading name 
bands with the dubiously entertain- 
ing output of amateur song writers. 

Perhaps no small factor in Lewis- 
Howe’s contemplations about policy 
change is the listener rating that the 
program has been garnering. What 
most tickled the interest of the spon- 


sor when the program’s formula was 
present was the merchandising 
angle. Amateur song writers had to 
pick up their entry blanks at drug- 
stores. There have been plenty of 
entries but the choice of listenable 
material has been extraordinarily 
thin, even though only one amateur 
gong a week was required for the 
program. (The inflow of manuscripts 
is cleared through Broadcast Music, 
Inc., which becomes the assignee of 


all numbers submitted.) 

~lan which Lewis-Howe has under 
consideration would deprive’ the 
@rug manufacturer of only one pro- 


gram that makes hoopla over cash 
giveaways. It would still have “The 
Pot o’ Gold’ and ‘Treasure Chest.’ 
Latter two network programs plug 


Tums, while the Dorsey in is 


linked with N-R Ta 


PUBS TO TOUR 
CONTACT MEN 


ning 


let 
biets, 


Music publishers affiliated with 
ASCAP are all set to send their ex- 
ploitation staffs on the road Jan. 2. 
Latter while travelling will devote 
themselves almost entirely to calling 


on those local stations which have 
taken out new ASCAP licensing con- 
tracts. 


The contracteers will be equipped 
With stacks of phonograph records 
containing the interpretation of 
current plug tunes by name bands 
and vocalists and copies of these will 
be turned over to the licensed 
tions. 


Sta- 


would be geiting | 


Loew Station WHN Is 
Expected to Go ASCAP; 


Other Locals Hold Off 





With Loew-Metro’s three music 
firms, Robbins, Feist and Miller, re- 
newing for 10 years with ASCAP, 
it’s expected that WHN, the Loew 
in New York managed by 
Herb Pettey, will license from the 


station 


| Society forthwith. 
ceased cluttering the presentation of | 


This, in turn, is expected to chase 
WMCA, WNEW, WINS and _ the 
other record-using stations in pronto. 
Dope is that WMCA igs waiting on 
WNEW, and vice versa, these being 


| the closest in competition with their 


all-night-long disk programs. 





Sam Slate, formerly with Phil 
Lord and Henry Souvaine is now 
with the Anderson, Davis & Platte 


advertising agency. 


i (Cont 


—_—____— 


QUGIETY ALoD [a 
ANTI-ARMIOTICE 


'Various Outsiders Have Of- 
| fered Mediation Services 


But ASCAP Thinks 











Win or Lose — Armistice 


Seen as Helping BMI 


AT DEADLINE 


| As the deadline (Dec. 31) for the 
break between the radio industry 





Lucky Strike’s Hit Parade To 
Pick Selections on Basis Of 
‘Available-to-Radio Rule 


De-| 
cision Must Be Clear Cut) 


| music, it will be replaced by a con- | 


and the American Society of Com- | 


posers, Authors and Publishers ap- 
proaches, the atmosphere within the 


latter camp seems to have taken on, | 


for the time being, the aspect of a/| 


dead calm. The idea of entering into 
a consent decree with the U. S. De- 
partment of Justice has faded into 
the distance, and the intervening 
week will be devoted to tightening 
up ASCAP’s proposed national me- 
chanics for checking on _ infringe- 
ments and filing such suits as they 
may provide. 

| From within ASCAP came the re- 
| port that it had been approached by 
| prominent broadcasters about agree- 
ing to a month’s- armistice, during 


| which period the broadcasters’ emo- 
itionalism over the issue might cool 


off to the point where the two sides 
could sit down and talk a deal. Pres- 
ent indications are that no such 
armistice will be granted by ASCAP. 
The dominant feeling in the organi- 
zation is that nothing can be gained 
by this device and that unless there 
is an actual signaturing of contracts 
by the networks by midnight Dec. 31 
ASCAP should allow the broadcast- 
ers no choice but to come to grips 
immediately on the principles and 
terms involved. Any stalling, say 
ASCAP'’s leaders, would only serve 
to aid Broadcast Music, Inc., to build 
up its reservoir of material. 

With those who do the master- 
minding for ASCAP the consent de- 
cree thing is regarded as something 
that was interesting to mull over 
while a threatening situation loomed 
on the legal horizon. There was one 
proposed decree, it was pointed out 


that ASCAP did fancy because of the 
effect it would have on network 
dealing. This point made it incum- 


nued on page 55) 


| obligation 


itangle with 





Szigeti Vice Bennett 


When Russell Bennett's ‘Note 
Book’ series vacates the 17-7:30 p.m. 
Sunday spot on WOR-Mutual with 
the network deadline on ASCAP 
certo 


concert 


series with Joseph Szigeti, 
violinist, and Alfred 
lenstein conducting a symphony or- 
chestra. 


New stanza starts Jan. 5. 


Finance Marks Catalog: 
NBC, CBS One-Quarter 
Each to Stations’ 507 


Affiliates on the NBC-red and Co- 
lumbia are being asked by the re- 
spective networks to underwrite the 
which has been entered 
into with the E. B. Marks Music 
Co, through Broadcast Music, Inc. 

Singled out for the co-endorsement 
of the contract, which calls for the 
payment of $250,000 a year for five 
years, are the 20 stations on each 
network whith receive the highest 
compensation from network busi- 


’’ 
¥ 
| 
| 


Wal- | 


With this Saturday's (28) broad- 
least Lucky Strike’s Hit Parade 
changes its basic complexion and be- 
|comes the sounding board for what 
it describes as ‘the 10 most popular 
songs available for radio.’ Since the 
compilation on which the program 
is based will disregard sheet sales 
and phonograph records, the pro- 
gram will in form and essence be a 
summary of the tunes most plugged 
on the networks during the previous 
week. 

Those responsible for the program 
are confident that the show’s rating 
won't fall off under the new system 
of ignoring all ASCAP works. One 
theory expressed in this quarter is 
that radio listeners will be hearing 
the tunes included in the parade all 
the time and therefore the material 
| won't seem abnormal to them. 


FEAR PARADE 
AND SPORTS 
MUSIC 





: | 
ness. At the end of the five-year 
id the Marks catalog would be- | 


perioa t 
t the co-endorsers 


the network. 


iong to 


Co-liability for the Marks deal 
would be split four ways. NBC and 
Columbia would each assume a 
fourth share and the 20 affiliated | 
stations on each of the networks 
would take over the rest of the 


obligation. 
b 
Masters’ Show Later 
Before Coca-Cola decides on the 


sponsoring of the Frankie Masters 
band on NBC there will have to be 





a new script and re-auditioning of 
the program. If the latter is ap- 
proved it will make its debut the 
middle of January. 

Another factor affecting the deal 
is the music performing rights situ- 
ation. The account may put off the 
series’ start itil the network’s 


ASCAP is 


settled. 
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Mutual and NBC may have to do 
their broadcasting of the extra-sea- 
sonal football games Jan. 1 from 
soundproof booths. The practice has 
already been suggested by Mutual’s 
copyright checking division in fear 
that ASCAP tunes might be picked 
up from the playfields or stands and 
thereby involve the network in in- 
| fringement suits. 

Following is a memorandum sent 


(Continued on page 55) ( 
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BMI HOLDS PEP RALL 
FOR CHICAGO DISTRICT 


Chicago, Dec. 24. 

Ninth district of the National As- 
Oo lon of Broadca ters, which 
takes in Illinois and Wisconsin, held 
a special meeting in the Stevens 
hotel last week to discuss the sub- 
ect of Broadcast Music, Inc. Carl 
Haverlin and C. E. Arney, Jr., were 
in to outline the BMI situations to 
broadcaste! and discussed the 
ongs available, records, transcrip- 
tions, the means of protection against 
infringement and other details of 
music operation with non-ASCAP 


It was a general pep meeting, and 
the broad f were shown cata- 

ys yf i t1ilable SONnZS, both BMI 
an public domair They were in- 
fo ed ’ s Mark catalog - 
hase d told tk BMI ild 
le r ¢ ug s s to keep the 
tations happ) 

Also on hand were representatives 
from the tr ption firn to ex- 
plai the I ye of ethe cs 
ival ab e nt ‘ sMI 
ind tax-free mu 


SLIGHT MYSTERY 


WMEX Has ASCAP Ads in Taxis— 
But Denies Hook-Up 
Boston, Dec. 24. 
Three Boston independent stations 
have signed contracts for music of 
American Society of Composers, Au- 
thors and Publishers, and claim for 
first time they are able to approach 


prospective sponsors with a parcel 
that networks cannot offer. How- 
ever, these stations will not admit 
facts when interviewed by newspa- 
permen. 

WMEX has placed cards in taxi- 
cabs, announcing that ASCAP music 
can be heard on its broadcasts, but 
maintains to press that it’s only until 


Jan l 


‘ 
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‘Pro-Germanism’ Lurks Behind Radio 
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The hofRe 3 


‘Network’ Lined Up by CBS 
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| +. o © . + 
nvestigation in Sout ric : 
++4+.% 
ceucuan’ 4 ARGENTINA 
Frequency 

Johannesburg, Nov. 21. d ud ul a i 
Conflict over policy in handling Lon on Calling i Boal ey cu Ph pared 

the World War situation which has a mh spine 
been raging within the official ranks LR3 Radio Belgrano Buenos Aires 950 50,000 


of the South African 
Corp. is set for an _ investigation 
by a government commission. The 
strained relations among officials and 


Broadcasting 











London, Dec. 3. 


American show biz folk staged 


monster benefit for Britain’s airforce. 
























































(Also short wave stations CXA14 and CXAB8 operating respectively 
on 9640 and 11820 kilocycles with 7500 and 5000 watts power.) 

Also, in Argentina, Radio Belgrano is arranging CBS transmissions 
over these members of the Primera Cadena de Broadcastings: 


: sadvy resulted in numer- | Handled by BBC, peformers in- | LT1 Radio del Litoral Rosario 780 20,000 
rag eae tel eee and cluded Diana Ward, Turner Layton, | LV3 Radio Cordoba Cordoba 620 25,000 
intimations have come from govern- Dorothy Dickson, Carrol Gibbons LV10 Radio Cuyo Mendeza_ 1210 5.000 
ment authorities that the inquiry | Orchestra, Elizabeth Welsh, Donald LU7 Radio Goberal San Martin Bahia Blanca 1240 2.500 
will be followed by a general house- | Stewart, Clifford and Marion. James : : ’ | LV1 Radio Graffigna San Juan 720 1,000 
cleaning and reorganization of the yk cae staff producer and @ gh Satie Aconquija Tucuman 580 5,000 
broadcasting corporation. ank, Stlé ° 4 adio del Norte Santiago del Estero 1170 1.500 
Those a oie inspired the ER — ‘ RAYMOND PAIGE BP y Radio Provincia Corrientes 1340 500 
probe contend that the top officials! Leslie Charteris’ “The Saint’ series | Conductor of Musical Americana, | ,.y4 Radio San Rafael San Rafael 690 500 
of the broadcasting setup have taken Of Yarns obtained by BBC. Terence | who enjoyed the distinction of be- | 
a lukewarm, if not antagonistic, at- | De Marney reads the name part. | ing the only orchestra leader to win | BOLIVIA 
titude toward presenting Britain's Show likely to prove good publicity |distinction in both the popular and | ; : 
side of the war. The big majority for RKO’s filming of one yarn this | classical divisions in the national CP5 Radio Illimani La Paz 1040 10.000 
of the company’s’ license holders are Side. FAME radio poll. (Also short wave station CP4 BRAZIL La Paz 6200 1,000) 
British citizens and native British 
: , ins - e 
South Africans, who have urged the! Kentucky eager Fg ate in | PRE8 Radio Nacional Rio de Janeiro 980 22,000 
government to act to prevent the the BBC. Was an old fav | B9 adie Record Sao Paul 1000 20:0 
SABC from favoring the Germans. | pre blitz days. Scott and Whaley eports =e come 20,000 
Protests have also come from this head the combination. CHILE 
our ainst the recent dismissal | , 7 : ; : - 
yaad a. from the broadcast-| Sonny Hale olring wine pevenee 253 QQ() N t | CBS Lond Santiago 570 10,000 
— ee ee ee ee ee nang Comedian org rosie role b] e aoe short — station CB1180 . 11800 1,000) 
.. government's tneury, 00 eut- | in 8 serial. CB90 ve ry Valparaiso 900 1,250 
lined, will be to determine whether | ; ; 4 
the interests of the South African| Vincent Massey, Canadian High nl 1SC I COLOMBIA 
Union as regards the war are being Commissioner bowed in new series . 
safeguarded, the cause of the |to be aired by Governmental big- HJCS Radio Continental Bogota 920 50,000 
strained relations among the com- | Wigs of Dominions and Colonies. HJ5EAB La Vos del Valle Cali 1150 300 
pany’s officials and staff and the | a ~ Jat f Toronto, Dec. 24. HJ4DAK La Vos de Antioquia Medellin 1250 750 
manner in which the broadcasting | Captain Payne-Whitney, ‘ate Of| sian Broadcasting Corp. re- | (Also short wave station HJDE 6145 1,000) 
organization has conducted news and |U. S. law business and now com- > dae ail = en Sines 31 | HJ6€FAD Radio Manizales Manizales 1390 480 
other programs dealing with the | missioned officer in H. M. — | pide Eenenadere HJ1ABH Emisora Atlantico Barranquilla 1080 500 
war. Guards, carried the weekly Spo" (Shows income of $3,752,061 and €x- | (also short wave station HJAG 4905 1,000) 
_ | vacated by J. B. oe wae |penditures of $3,498,071, leaving a 
ans Sots Paes conalities who've been filling in. | net operating surplus of $253,990. Of COSTA RICA 
Cape Town, Dec. 24. : - the nearly four-million revenue, li- | pypq Costa Rica Radio & Broadcasting 
Former Prime Minister J. B. a Jack Buchanan doing a reprise Of | cpense fees provided $2,906,605; com- | Company San Jose 625 4.000 
ee egos tr ine = his ‘Toni’ for BBC. maereia’s, eggs subsidiary nee | (Also short wave station TIGA 9615 2,000) 
zs . <i eh eek s, $72,653; miscellaneous, includ- 
of South Africa, resigned from Par- Gabrielle Brune stepped into the an a acelin grant covering the | CUBA 
liament last week, along with a lead on that serial: spot when Jessie Royal visit, $71,934. CMCY Radio Habana Havana 590 20,000 
ir aeemanee with’ — Matthews pleaded another engage-| jy :-teq expenditures are: Programs, | ‘Also short wave station COCI 11463 1,000) 


Herzog quit as premier at the out- 
break of the war when Parliament | 











ment. 


























$1,150,658; station network, $685,308; 
engineering operations, $610,482; ad- 























Also these affiliates of the Cadena Azul—Blue Network—the only 
Cuban network connected by high-grade telephone wires, as in the 








. me . Eden Phillpotts, of ‘Farmer’s| ; | United States: 
kee : be | ministration, $162,939; press and in e es: 
ew no pF stag Fane lage Pha-men Wife,’ has scripted Witch’s Caul- | formation, $63,539; interest on Gov- CMHI Radio Habana Santa Clara 830 10,000 
N.C Havenga a quit as an M p. Grom for airing. |ernment loans, $23,837; depreciation, | (Also short wave station WOHI 6450 5,000) 
, < 2 ; "| ccaae ok heateni in eat | $316,274. | CMJN Radio Habana Camaguey 610 1,000 
erat ge ee b poed ne lay, to Val | Program presentations totaled 29,- | CMKV Radio Habana Holguin 570 1,000 
~ angie, her second radio play, 13 . roadcas r iod | CMKH Radio Habana Santiago 640 1,000 
T Pp Gielgud, drama dept, chief of BBC. 889 different broadcasts for a ages 
asmania ays ; d |of 10,473 broadcasting hours for the DOMINICAN REP IC 
‘David Copperfield,’ adaptation by | year. UBL 
Audrey Lucas, airing in serial form. HIZ Ciudad Trujillo 1350 250 
Casting is sprinkled with legiters, (Also short wave station HIZ 6315 500) 
ax a 0 Cecil Trouncer, Lydia Sherwood, XEB MAN T0 N. y. 
Ronald Simpson, Gladys Young. ECUADOR 
Svd Walker—(Jack Buchanan con- FOR NEW EQUIPMENT HC2AJ Radiodifusora del Ecuador Guayaquil 1050 2.500 
or @C es tractee \—back to air lanes witha (Also short wave station HC2AK 9310 1.000) 
character part. Walker set himself | Mexico City, Dec. 24 HCQR Radio Quito Quito 1330 250 
° ° 7 , 54 7? = y . ; ed ann 
——— poovsigg: 5 an nega Pen vp on | XEB (10,000 watts), owned and | (Also short wave station HCQRX 5970 250) 
}run ‘Monday Nite at Seven snow. | operated by the Buen Tono Cigarette 
Hobart, Tasmania, Nov. 14. | : : : " Co., is the latest local radio station to EL SALVADOR 
Proposal to broadcast the Parlia- ‘Big Ben cngp enige to aa go in for modernization and expan- YSP The Voice of Cuscutlam San Salvador 780 300 
mentary debates over a State-owned | USher in 9 p grt. Pe en : i sion in preparation for greater air | (Also short wave stations YSP-B and YSP-A operating respectively 
station has aroused a furore among ae holga cet vag to advertising and other activities vend on 6575 and 10400 kilocycles with 300 watts power each.) | 
ialers, wi st pay a license fee | ° FeTRMENS F : & « | are counted upon to commence wit | 
7 the akan often minha or other bell-ringing when it was the advent of 1941. This station has GUATEMALA | 
Lane a . sini ~ .... | decided to utilize this method of giv- |... 4 : ot Os , oh 
Listeners are burned over the pros- ' ; ,. | sent its chief engineer, John Gross | ; 
pect of having political blah crowd- | ing warning of invasion of Britain’s| Buchanan, to New York City to TGW La Radiofusora de ; ’ 
ing regular entertainment off the | S®OFres- negotiate the purchase of better | tas — Guatemala Guatemala City 1520 5,000 | 
air, so they’re threatening to cancel | a5 | equipment. so short wave stations: 
their licenses. ‘CARLOS V ARIZA | Installations of the American | T@WA 9685 10,000 | 
One license-holder sarcastically | ° | equipment are to be made late in | a | 
suggested that if there is any radio | January. oli 
talent in Parliament an audition | REVITALIZING XEFO % ee Pianist Max 17800 
should be held and the program sold | Pore ” oe ie waa | TGWB 49 meters 1,000 
; |Urban and Tenor Nestor Mesta | , x 
to a sponsor. Mexi Ci D 24 Chayrez in half hour concerts twice | TGWwe 2320 1,000) 
sin NLeEX1CO ity, ec. 24. et Gi 1h: pereicton “i eee | 
Wanna Read It Carlos V. Ariza, ex-Mexican .con- eg — a tg —llaed sponsored | MEXICO 
- ¥ sul in Tokyo, has assumed the; “© @€? 2 ee SEP XEQ Radio Pan Americana, S. A. Mexico City 730 50,000 
Premier Mair a oy. ae .. |management of local radio station tlre Rast (Also short wave station XEQQ 9680 10.000) ; 
* has cunhamaied = ion t his XEFO (5,000 watts), mouthpiece of Paderewski on WHOM 
government going a tag tate the Party of the Mexican Revolu- : NICARAGUA 
its Parliamentary proceedings. as tion, this country s greatest political W ith W axed Greetin YNOW Voice of Central America Managua 6850 750 
y | : organization. Ariza states that he is 
the Tasmanian government may do. determined _ to renovate XEFO Ignace Jan Paderewski broadca ts | 
ays at peop! ‘re would stermine renovate XE snace Ja aderews roadcasts 
Pa lire Bey Faget ty vat = broadcasts so that Mexico and| by delayed wax Christmas greetings | PANAMA 
ete Pia pen el i tio. whieh things Mexican shall become better | today (Wedfiesday) in Polish over} DOC Radio Star and Herald Panama City 1400 500 
| has too much talk already \ © | known abroad, particularly in the|WHOM, New York-New Jersey| (Also short wave station HP5A 11700 2.000) 
" -_s U. S. | station. 
{ Pout a oe hg gin | Paderewski, who indicated he was PARAGUAY 
. * : rile , y se- | . > eon , ; 
4 Live Talent Displaces fanue vila Camac oO wi a se a WHOM listener recently by writ- ZPS Radio Paraguay Asuncion 1385 100 
ries of programs, starting Dec. 20 : . n 
{ a ‘ : ’ ~ | ing in a fan letter requesting special 
| Wax on CIRC, Winnipeg and running for a month. These | numbers on the station’s Polish PERU 
programs, consisting of high grade | proadcast , d his greeti last ; : 
Winnipeg, Dec. 24. _ music, are endorsed by cabinet min- | a my ee iS greeting '@S'|OAX4A Radio Nacional Lima 854 12,000 
Bh ) ; | wee a ‘ 4 
CJRC has applied the pruning | isters, governors of states, various | (Also short wave stations: a 
hook in a big way to the transcrip- | workers’ organizations, cooperative | aioe 44 Be oe 
tion phase of its program schedule | societies, and personal friends of the ene ° ° ; 06 9,000) 
and under the new arrangement the | president. British Society Gets Time OAX6C_ Radio Continental Arequipa 1370 350 
iy morning programs will consist prac- | | WNEW, New York, has donated 13 | (Also short wave stations: a 
i 3 tically of nothing but live talent. The . : | weeks of 15-minute Friday night ; QAX6D — oe 
1 oh new policy takes in sports and re- | Mutual S Latin Salute ; Shots to the British War Relief So- OAX6E 6175 1,000) 
_ a as well as variety | — ~—_. eo _ — URUGUAY 
it nd musical stanzas. ——_ yarious speakers, starts Friday , ; ‘ 
} Pie ie , be ‘ , f 0.000 
if New shows on the a.m. list include | Mutual Network will broadcast a | 7:45-8 p.m. Buttons, along the lines poy _ oo del Ai ae i ’ 000 
; Stuart MacKay and an orchestra un- | greeting to South American stations | of Red Cross fund raising, will be sued Of Gel Aire Montevideo °; 
der Bill Wilson’s baton, Irene | for local relay on New Year's Eve. | S0ld to raise coin for Britain. 
Parker in setting-up exercises, It’s a return bow for one that | Eddie Cantor did a preview of the VENEZUELA 
Elizabeth Holman in a ‘Woman's came from Buenos Aires Christmas! show to come in a 15-minute spot on | YV5RG Emisoras Unidas Caracas 1010 1,000 
Radio Digest’ and Carl Hills, local and which Mutual cleared over its|the same station for the same 6o-/| (Also short wave station: 
theatre organist. own link. } ciety last week. } YVSRU 4860 5,000 
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Thus they foresee some impracticali- | 


ties in sending Latin programs to the 
North American continent to be 
heard by just a handful of curious 
persons or hobbyists. It does not ap- 
pear here, from the best information 
that could be gotten from Messrs. 
Paley, Paul White and Edmund 
Chester, that the Columbia network 
itself intends to longwave any pro- 
grams from Argentine over its regu- 
lar American stations. Indeed langu- 
age differences bar that. 

Paley spoke much of the new CBS 
shortwave transmitters at Brentwood, 
Long Island, which will eventually 
provide a narrow beam of an inten- 
sity comparable with German and 
English DX signals. The contention 
of South Americans that this is not 
enough, that Yankee programs must 
be re-broadcast on local longwave 
stations to find an audience of any 
size, is one of the major points about 
which Paley wears a poker face. 
This brings in the question of who 
pays for what, If American adver- 
tisers pay for transmissions by short- 
wave from the neighborhood of New 
York but have to get the Latins to 
listen by secondary steps—namely 
home town pick-ups—then, it would 
appear, financing by the method of 


advertising sponsorship is not as 
simple as it usually is. 
Need An Office? 
CBS may establish an office in 
Argentine. Everybody says it’s an 
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LLLISTEN?’, 


WH 
SKEPTICS DEMAND 


While here recently with two of 
his employes the president of the 
Columbia Broadcasting System, Will- 
jam S. Paley, did a lot of listening 
but not much talking. He has made 
overtures to many South American 
stations during his trip but declined, 
when queried, to say what kind of 
overtures or to what stations. Or 
what the stations said back. Paley 
has saturated himself with informa- 
tion, advice and data to take back to 
the U.S.A. to sift and analyze in the 
privacy of the Columbia offices as a 
basis for future CBS activities, pre- 
sumably in competition with NBC 
whose Guy Hickock has recently, and 
John Royal previously, been here for 
more or less the same fact-finding 
reasons. 

Paley seems committed to an ex- 
change of programs. How many pro- 
grams, what kind, or how financed 
are again undisclosed mysteries. If 
the programs are via shortwave only 
from north to.south and, reversely, 
from south to north, skeptics here 
wonder who will listen. Shortwave 
has grave limitations as a means of 
reaching people in large numbers. 
Argentinians understand that Yan- 
kees do very little DX tuning in. 


_—— 








| 


absolute necessity if CBS is serious | 


about invading the Latin market. In 
the past Americans have been weak 
on radio follow-through. Flash in 
the pan stuff, interviews with execu- 
tives passing through in a flurry of 
airplane schedules and press agentry 
won't brew any coffee down here, 
skeptics have pointed out. 

Who is going to pay for 
Is something network people 
would rather not talk about 
that they hope commercial 
will come along is undoubted. 
Argentine advertising men still feel 
that U.S. shortwave does not and 
Can not reach enough of an audience 
to make programs worth their cost 
But certain products may be per- 
suaded the good will has value. NBC 
which 
$300,000 annually into shortwave and 
has a staff of 40 only gets cash from 
United Fruit, Standard Oil of N.J., 
the Waldorf-Astoria and Astor 


shortwave 
just 
-but 


Most 





George Grim Takes Disc | 
Apparatus by Plane | 
To Nine Latin Cities 


Minneapolis, Dec. 24. | 

Loaded down with quantities of | 
portable recording equipment, | 
George Grim, head of the Minneap- 


{ 
olis Star-Journal radio department | 
and conductor of ‘People Make | 
News,’ Star-Journal show on WCCO 
at 5:15 p.m. Tuesdays and Thurs- 
days, leaves New York Dec. 26 for 


WRUL’s Kid Show 





Boston, Dec. 24. 

Some 13 evacuee children from 
Bingham, England, continuing 
their studies at Derby Academy 
and Center School, Bingham, 
Mass., broadcast a message to 
their homeland via short wave 
station WRUL here. 

This was the first in a series in 
which children partook in ‘Greet- 
ings from New England towns to 
old England towns,’ offered in 
cooperation with the New Eng- 
land branch of the Committee to 
Defend America. 





For a half hour the children, a regular postman’s holiday to 
six to 14 years old, discussed the | South America. 
relative merits of American | Although the month’s trip, via 
doughnuts as compared to Eng- clipper plane, is Grim’s first vaca- 


lish cream buns, ginger ale and ' tion in three years, he’s planning on 


English ginger beer, soft-cooked |cutting a batch of recordings in 
bacon served at home against Buenos Aires. These will be flown 
crispy, browned bacon here, and back to the Twin Cities and aired 


the high cost of American pad- 
locks. | 

The children showed a prefer- | 
ence for the American varieties | 


|immediately on Star-Journal broad- 
casts. 

In Grim’s absence, Florence Mur- 
phy, feminine newscaster and regu- 


of food. lar ‘People Make News’ cast mem- | 
Prof. John C. Scammell of | ber, will do a WCCO show on the | 
Boston University quizzed the 5:15 spot. Called ‘Florence Mur- | 


children and kept them in good | phy’s Magazine.’ 
humor, with the exception of a | Grim will visit nine South Amer- 
six-year-old girl who broke ican cities before returning to the 
down and wept throughout the Twin Cities Jan. 25. His stops will 
broadcast include Rio de Janeiro, Lima, Bal- | 
There were but two referen- | boa and Buenos Aires. 
ces to the bombing abroad, when 
the youngsters remarked that 
‘we hope you don't have too 
many eggs dropping on you’ and 











Diplomats’ Kids 








‘how are the air raids going?’ memes ONtinued from page lo 

Vaughn Taylor, chief an- | — a 
nouncer at station, assured list- | stierno, daughter of the Norwegian | 
eners that the children were | Minister, prayed for a Christmas— 


|next year—of ‘peace and freedom 
|and happiness.” The heartrending 
silence of Birgitta and Ingrid—aged | 
| five and three,*respectively—brought 
sniffles from spectators who had 
been wondering what the daughters 
|of Swedish Counselor Folke Wener- | 
borg would say. Kids suffered ‘mike- 
fright.’ | 
Net impression of NBC’s Ninth 
Annual International Children’s 
Party was that the show was pretty | 
depressing. Despite the usual turn- | 
out of society and diplomatic circles, 
the young ones appeared greatly 
subdued by pressing probiems of the 
war abroad. Last year’s program 
which took place when Finland was 
making her last bitter fight against 
| Russia—brought groans and tears to | 


well-cared for. 

The program closed with tran- 
scribed music of ‘God Save the 
King’ and shouts of the children , 
for ‘Merry Christmas’ and ‘Hap- | 
py New Year.’ 











Time, Inc., Sues 


Time Abroad 
To Stop Titl 





the usually hard- hearted Washing. | 
|tonians, but this year’s broadcast | 
Time, Inc., filed suit Thursday (19) | made it uncertain whether there | 
in the N. Y. supreme court against | would be the ‘Tenth Annual Inter- 
Time Abroad, Inc., seeking $5.000 | national Children’s Christmas Party’ 
damages for the alleged unauthor- | if the war goes on. 
ized use of the name ‘Time.’ De- | Moppets in the nation’s capital | 
fendant is in the business of tran-|have become accustomed ito the 
scribing radio broadcasts and selling once-a-year fete, which brings to- 
records dealing with news events, | gether all children from the Wash- 
and the similarity of the names has | ington diplomatic corps. Lines have 
resulted in confusion of the public, | split, however, and numerous na- | 
| plaintiff claims. | tions allied with the so-called ‘Axis- 
Time, Inc., was incorporated in | powers’ are wondering whether they | 
1923. Refers to its radio program, | will be invited next year. 
‘The March of Time,’ the monthly | Politely-veiled hisses and boos | 
film with the same title and Time | greeted the innocent representative | 
mag. Over $9,000,000 has been spent lof the Italian Embassy. The chil- | 


sponsors | 


Pittsburg Dec. 24. 

First station in Pitt teins to be} 
granted an FM license by FCC is in 
die WWSW, which will swing into| 
operation with it some _ time in | 
February Applications have also} 
been filed by both KDKA and | 
| WJAS but they haven't been acted | 


has been sinking more than | 


| has 


Hotels, Adam Hats and S. C. Johnson | 


Wax. Readers Digest, now printing 
a Spanish edition, plans to join the 
Sponsers, and Time-Life is a pros- 
pect. But some of the biggest U-S. 
firms use native stations exclusively 
For example RCA-Victor, Firestone 
and Goodyear Tires all have big 
Plants in Argentina, are advertised 
as Argentine products and benefit 
from the national- production tag. 


They would have little to gain by | 


long distance effort, business men 
here insist. 


The exchange of programs idea is 


!even though there are no objections 


publicizing the name, and it also as- 
serts that, because of its dealings in German Embassy failed to appear. 
foreign affairs, it has become known | — 

as Time Abroad also. 


dren entitled to attend from the 





Stephen Laird is a new voice 


heard from Berlm on CBS. 


WWSW’s FM License 


upon yet. 

To prepare the public for coming | 
of FM on WWSW, Post- Gazette, | 
which owns and operates the station, 
had its radio ed, Vince Johnson, 
writing a series of daily articles on 
what it is, its advantages, eic. 


radio 


now 


Bonifacio Fernandez Aldana, 
propagandist of Mexico City, 1s 
in New York City on behalf of his 
‘Radio Embassy’ program, one Mexi- 
ican answer to President Roosevelt's 
good neighbor credo for this hemis- 
‘phere. He has already appeared on 
NBC shortwave station WBNI 


a — 


likely to bring up many headaches. and 


Buenos Aires stations are far more | several times on the Spanish program 
commercial than those in the States, |of WARD, Brooklyn. He may also go 
and hardly would give up time dur-'to Schenectady for a _ shortwave 
ing peak hours for re-broadcasts un- broadcast over General Electric's 
less somebody paid—either the orig- WGEO. He is headquartering at the 


Mexican consulate in Manhattan. 
More particularly Aldana has with 
him about 100 special recordings in 
Spanish of the voices of prominent 
Mexican statesmen, writers, poets 
scholars. He — to place these in 
‘the United States for use, along with 


inator or a local sponsor. U.S. Gov- 
ernment officials have also pointed 
out that local governments might 
want to step into the picture if local 
stations start originating programs— 


at present, 


| from 10 to 10:30 each evening. 


| voicing words 


| objective of 
| laboration. 


Conference 


Program department of WOR, 
New York, was visited one day 
last week by the most impres- 
sive delegation of station execu- 
tives members of the staff had 
ever seen, It included president 
Alfred J. McCosker, vice-presi- 
dent and. general manager Theo- 
dore C. Streibert and three or 
four other top officials. Group 
walked all around and looked 
the place over. 

About 15 minutes after they'd 
left a workman came in and took 
away the office clock to be 
cleaned. 








Pte rere tien 


Femmes DXer 
Draws Plenty 





PALEY’S ARGENTINE EARFUL 
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PALEY GONGURD 
UN DX LIMITS 


Immediately upon his return to 
New York City, William S. Paley, 
CBS president, held a mass inter- 
view with the lay and trade press 
Monday (23) and set forth the out- 








lines of the international tie-ups he 


, recently initialed in South America. 


list of stations under the caption, 


A CBS statement made public the 
‘the 


,new netwrok is made up as follows.’ 


In reply to a direct question at the 
interview, Paley did not hesitate to 


frankly admit that shortwave at 
present means very little in terms 
;of reaching masses of people. This 


|} does not challenge, 


Briton Mail 


Half-hour show which has been | 
shortwaved to England by WRUL, 
Boston, five days a week since Aug. 
19, is planned and written entirely 
by two women whose combined 
previous radio experience amounted 
to doing a Hollywood column on the 
air five years ago. 

Program, nevertheless, has been 
drawing more than 100 letters a 
week from appreciative Britons, who 
hear it in their air raid shelters 


originates at the studios of WMCA, 
N. Y., at 4 in the afternoon, eastern 
standard time. WMCA picks up 15 
minutes of it three days a week, 


Situation from the US., 


| wrong type. 
| preciated. 


Show | 


merely piping it to Boston the rest | 


| of the time. 


Handling the show are Mrs. Andre 
Pearson and Mrs. Alfred Jobson. 
They work under the auspices of the 
| British-American Ambulance Corps. 


iShow is strictly a morale-builder. 
Each Tuesday it is given over to 
chatting between English evacuee 


kids in this country and their par- 
;ents at home, handled by Bob Emery. 

Program started with well knowns 
of encouragement to 
the people of Britain, but it was 
soon discovered from letters that 
Englishmen didn’t want encourage- 
ment but entertainment. Switch 
was made, as a result, to comics and 


| singers and to plays in which many 


name actors have taken part. Every- 
jone connected with the show works 
for free. 

The guests have included Albert 
Einstein, Thomas Mann, Robert E 
Sherwood, Raymond Gram Swing, 
| Eddie Cantor, Brian Aherne, Joan 
Fontaine, Joan Crawford, Alfred 
| Lunt and Lynn Fontanne, Laurence 
|} Olivier, Herbert Marshall, Lanny 
Ross and Humphrey Bogart. 


Mrs. Pearson and Mrs. Jobson are 
enrolling their guests in a Radio 
Wing of the British-American Am- 


| bulance Corps, so that each when he 


returns to Hollywood or sees actor- 
friends elsewhere will convince 
these players to contact Mrs. P. and 
Mrs. J. to go on the air when they 
arrive in New York, 


Mexican ‘Radio Embassy Program 
Producer in N.Y. With Collection 


English translations and explanatory 


material, in the Spanish language 
courses of American universities. 


The study of the language is a prime 
the new hemisphere col- 


Aldana, a newspaperman by train- 
ing, has been in radio propaganda 


work about 18 months. He has al- 
ready arranged international broad 
casts from Mexico of nearly all the 
Latin republics He gets financial 
grants from the Mexican government 
to help his work and also writes 
articles for newspapers and maga- 
zines of his home country. The 


length of his stay in this country is 
indefinite. 

t one time he was with XEW and 
XEQ in Mexico City. 


|concentrate 


j}implied that he accepts, or at least 


the thesis that 
programs from the U.S. must be 
picked up shortwave and re-broad- 
cast by local stations. 

Paley itemized why the shortwave 
to South 
|; America is not Satisfactory, saying, 
among other things: 

They Like Our News 

1. American programs are of the 
Only news being ap- 
But very much appreci- 
ated because of its freedom from 
bias. 

2. Linguistic announcers operating 
out of New York, Schenectady, etc., 














a 


Travel Boom 


In view of the proposed CBS 
exchange of announcers, engi- 
neers and entertainers with 
South American republics, of the 
active international department 
at NBC under John Royal, and 
the imminent arrival here of 
many Latin broadcasters, the 
steamship and clipper services 
look like a sure winner in short- 
wave radio’s expansion. 

William S. Paley of CBS ex- 
pects to make further trips sim- 
ilar to the one he has just com- 
pleted. 





—— 





are not appealing. Their accents 


are not the familiar ones of the coun- 


tries hit 

3. Good shortwave receiving sets 
are costly in South America, where 
density of listening is, as here, in 
bigger cities with the usual static to 


be ov ercome, 


4. Domestic listeners are naturally 
more loyal to and interested in their 
hometown stations. The whole habit 
pattern is against shortwave 


Steps contemplated by CBS in its 
nvasion of the international radio 
field include (a) new transmitters 
now building on Long Island at a 
cost Paley described as ‘about $400,- 
000’; (b) special new devartment to 


on the development. 
This to be headed by Edmund Ches- 
ter; (3) exchange of talent, with CBS 
presumably doing the financing both 
ways, and (4) initiation of one hour 
a day as of Sept. 1, 1941, to the sta- 
tions for local re-broadcast purposes 
and an unspecified ve of 
wave serv 


lume hort- 


ice, sans pickup and ree 
Rate Sked in 60 
schedule foi 


internat 


Days 

sponsorsh p 
ionals is prom 
60 day But Paley gave it 


of 


ed in 


efore forei 
4 

paving bas 
A ‘sketchy coordination’ v 
oid dunl tion of effort 
probable bv Paley, but 
Idec, that. CBS, in shortwave as 
ng else, believes 
an operating prince 
CBS will number of 
gineering ors to South 
to coll: 
techni 


radio can be on a 
th 
3C to av 
een as he 
in 
compe- 
inle. 

radio 
Amer- 
borate with 
cal improvese 


In 


sent a 
en advi 
January 

stations on 


ica in 
Latin 
ments, 


Gillette’s Sugar Bowl 


NBC-blue's broadcast of the Sugar 
? 


3owl game in New Orleans New 
Year’s Day will carry the Gil'ette 
Razor plug. Fort Pearson will be the 


announcer. 

On Mutual the 
be tied in with 
i game that day. 


same account will 
the Cotton Bowl 
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WASHINGTON BUZZES WITH SPECULATION 
WHO'S BEHIND NEW WMCA, N. Y., SETUP 


Others Beside Edward Noble a 
Grossed $890,519 in Year, Sells for $850,000—_ 


Sale Okayed Fast 





Washington, Dec. 24. 


Hurried Federal Communications 
Commission approval of the $850,000 
sale of WMCA, New York, to Eugene 
Noble, the Life-Saver mogul, has 
stirred more excitement than any 
radio transaction since former Gov- 
ernor James M. Cox bought the At- 
lanta Journal and WSB. Embar- 
rassing questions are being asked 
by suspicicus congressmen and many 


fingers are being pointed in a lot 
of directions. 
Whispers that Thomas J. Cor- 


coran (the one-time Roosevelt brain- 
truster known as ‘Tommy the Cork’) 
will be the eventual beneficiary are 
likely to get an airing in the house 
soon, Entire file on the transfer ap- 
plication has been requested by one 
member of the House Appropriations 
Committee, who intends to fire some 
pointed questions when the regula- 
tors show up two weeks hence in de- 
fense of their 1941 budget pleas. 

There apparently is nothing wrong | 
with the purchase price—which is in 
accordance with the 10-times-earn- 
ings yardstick used by the FCC on 
many occasions—but the pressure | 
exerted to bring about speedy con- 
sent to the transfer and the opposi- 
tion to any hearing on the proposal 
occasion eyebrow-lifting. 

Papers Seem Okay 


Papers on file at the FCC seem 
okay. They show that the sole pur- 
chaser of all stock in Donald 
Flamm’s Knickerbocker Broadcast- 
ing Co., Gildon Holding Co. and 
WMCA Artists Bureau, Inc., is 
Eugene N. Noble, former Undersec- 
reary of Commerce and first chair- 


man of the now defunct Civil Aero- | 


nautics Authority. Also that Flamm 
owns 100% of the stock in all three 
corporations, is turning it over with- 
out strings attached, and the candy- 
mint magnate has enough cash and 
credit to meet the obligations. 

But the way in which the applica- 
tion was granted is something else 
again. The papers were rubber 
stamped within two weeks—in mark- 
ie contrast to the long wait that 
man petitioners have experienced. 
foes tongue-clucking is attributed 
to the letter in the FCC files from 
Noble’s attorneys, William J. Demp- 
sey and William Koplowitz, former 
Commish attorneys. 

An attempt to have the transac- 
tion examined at a public hearing 
was eo gn Tuesday (17). 
By a 3-1 vot the Commish ap- 
proved the ye on the basis of the 
papers filed. Even though there were 
squawks about the offensive aroma 
and reminders that Congress will be 
on the prowl again. 

Not long after the regulatory body 
granted consent for the shift, the 
request came from Capitol Hill for 
the documents in the case. Instead 
of complying immediately—as they 
might be expected to do, in view of 
the fact that their appropriation for 
next year currently is under con- 
sideration—some of the _ kilocycle 
cops were 
noses. The legal department is said 
to have advised against forwarding 
the papers but was over-ruled. 

What has puzzled industry observ- 


~ Radio Newsreel 


inclined to thumb their | 


ers is the political side of the trans- | 
action. Noble used to be a Repub- | 
lican and quit the New Deal so he. 
could come out for Willkie. The 
FCC in the past seldon has exerted 
itself to help out anybody who threw 
rocks at the White House. Yet in 
this instance, not only was pressure 
exerted on several regulators but 
other New Dealish individuals were 
mentioned as impatient to see the | 
deal consummated. 

The official files, incidentally, in- 
dicate Flamm’s profit will be only 
nominal. According to the formula 
used by the broadcasting industry. | 
His appraisal of the property shows | 
a total original cost (including real | 
estate) of $254,896 and a replacement | 
estimate of $269,075. Revenues in the | 
year ended Nov. 1 were $890,519, of 
which $147,436 came from the | 
WMCA Artist Bureau. Transmitting 
equipment represents an initial out- 
lay of $71,703; and studio $55,464. 

_ No value was put on the license, 
| Dempsey and Koplowitz stated, and 
|the new operator has ample re- 
sources to carry on the venture. The 
papers did not indicate, however, any 
|change in the type of service or 
|other moves to promote the public 
interest, which has provoked finger- 
| pointing in view of the past attitude 
of the Commish. 








DEVELOPS 
DOUBT 


Even though the Federal Commun- 
ications Commission has approved | 
ithe sale of WMCA, N. Y., to Edward | 
J. Noble, chairman of the board of | 
Life Savers Corp., Donald Flamm 
will continue as operator of the sta- 
tion until midnight of Dec. 31. 


Meanwhile Noble has asked that the | 
sales department refrain from sig- | 
naturing any contracts which are 
not in accordance with card rates. 

Feeling of uncertainty developed 
around WMCA headquarters Mon- 
day (23). It was said that ‘some- 
thing had come up’ which might 
change the transfer picture, 
haps prevent it. 

Contracts of Don Shaw, general | 
manager, and Charles Stark, sales | 
|manager, expire at the end of Feb- 
ruary. 


Wheeling Steel on 91 


Chicago, Dec. 24. 
Wheeling Steel Co. will spread its 
Sunday show on Mutual to 91 sta- 
tions starting Jan. 5. 














Has been using a 51-station hook- | 


up. 


Suit Is Dismissed 


Ayers-Prescott Allegation of Lift Not Pressed Against 


Harold 5. 


A suit for $100,000 against the Om- 
nivox Co., Inc., Robert Vincent, chief 
engineer, H.S.G. Advertising Agency, 
Inc., and Harold S. Goodman, by 
Ayers-Prescott, Inc., which has been 
on file in the N. Y. supreme court for 
Over a year, was acted upon Thurs- 
day (19), when Justice Ferdinand 
Pecora dismissed the action against 
H.S.G. Advertising Agency and Har- 
old S. Goodman. Suit charged pla- 
giarism of plaintiff’s scheme for a ra- 
dio program and recordings. 

Ayers-Prescott claims that on 
Sept. 7, 1939, it devised a scheme for 
a radio program, entitled ‘American 
Radio Newsreel,’ with the program 
to consist of two or three weekly 
broadcasts of recordings of famous 


Goodman 


| personages on current topics. Plus 
the voices of the personages, the ac- 
tual events would be dramatized with 
dialog, music and sound effects. It | 
is claimed that Omnivox and Vincent 
were engaged to make the record- 
ings, and James Farley, Gene Autry, 
Norma Shearer, Grace Moore and | 
Elsa Maxwell wére recorded. It is 
asserted that records of the Misses 
Shearer, Moore and Maxwell were 
retained by the defendants illegally 
and given to Goodman’s Advertising 
Agency, which attempted to sell them 
as its own under the name of ‘Inter- 
national Radio News.’ 

Reason for the dismissal of the suit 
against Goodman and his agency was 
lack of prosecution, 





‘ 


| Hettinger’s 


WMCA, N.Y. DEAL 


per- | 


Radio Criticism Due 





The Saturday Review of Lit- 
erature is seriously considering 
establishment of full-fledged ra- 
dio criticism. It would be a de- 
partment by itself. 

It’s a weekly. 








ALL-RADIO ISSUE 


Academy Annals a Learned Ap- 
proach to Broadcasting 








The American Academy of Political 
and Social Science (Philadelphia) is 


| bringing out a new volume of its 


‘annals’ entirely devoted to radio. 
Willappear in January under H. S. 
editorship. 

Contents of the annals radio spe- 
cial are as follows: 


THE AMERICAN LISTENER IN 1940 
Paul F. Peter, Director of Research, 
National Association of Broadcasters 


RADIO IN RELATION TO RECREA- 
TION AND CULTURE 
Sherwood Gates, National Recreation 
Association 


TRENDS IN RADIO PROGRAMS 
Kenneth G. Bartlett, Director of the 
Radio Workshop, Syracuse University 


RADIO ENTERTAINMENT SINCE 1935 
H. L. McClinton, Vice-President, N. W. 
Ayer 


RADIO AS AN AID TO LEARNING 
Paul C. Reed, Director of Visual and 
Radio Education of the Public School 
System, Rochester, N. Y. 


Arthur Garfield Hays, General Counsel 
for the American Civil Liberties 
Union 


RADIO AS A NEWS MEDIUM 

| Theodore C. Streibert, WOR, New York. 

Fulton Lewis, Jr., Commentator, 
tual Network 


BROADCASTING AND AMERICAN 
SOCIETY 
William S. Paley, President CBS 


RADIO AND PROPAGANDA 
Clyde R. Miller, President, Institute for | 
Propaganda Analysis 


EUROPEAN RADIO AND THE WAR 
Harold N. Graves, Jr., Director of the 
Princeton Listening Center 


COVERING 
| Paul 











A WAR FOR RADIO 


W. White, Director of Public 
Affairs, CBS 
| SELF-REGULATION IN AMERICAN 
RADIO 


| Neville Miller, President National As- 
sociation of Broadcasters 


RADIO ECONOMICS AND THE PUB- 
LIC INTEREST 
William J. Dempsey, Attorney 
William C. Koplovitz, Attorney 


REGULATION OF RADIO BROAD- 

CASTING IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST 

James Lawrence Fly, Chairman, FCC 
THE GOVERNMENT AND RADIO 
Mark Ethridge, WHAS, Louisville 


OPEN QUESTIONS IN INTER-AMERI- 


CAN BROADCASTING 
Philip L. Barbour, International Di- 
vision, NBC 


T. A. M. Craven, Commissioner, FCC 


RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN TELE- 
VISION 


Elmer W. Engstrom, 


RADIO FRONTIERS 
} 
| 
| Director of Re- 


search Laboratories, RCA. 
| THE NATURE OF TELEVISION PRO- 
| RAMS 
Gilbert Seldes, Director of Television 
Programs, CBS 
POSSIBLE SOCIAL EFFECTS OF 


| TELEVISION 


David Sarnoff, President, RCA 


CIVIC DISCUSSION OVER THE AIR | 


Mu- | 


HURRY-UP SAROYAN 


Writes Christmas Script P.D.Q. For 
Columbia 








William Saroyan has written a 
special dramatic program, ‘Christ- 
mas in America,’ which CBS will 
air at 11:05-11:30 p.m. tonight (Wed- 
nesday). Theme is the significance 
of Christmas in a democracy. Betsy 
Tuthill will direct, under the super- 
vision of Norman Corwin, who 
planes to the Coast tonight a couple 
of hours before the broadcast, hav- 
ing made a quick hop east to direct 
a repeat of his ‘Plot to Overthrow 
Christmas’ on last Sunday night’s 
(22) ‘Columbia Workshop.’ 

Idea of a Christmas show by Saro- 
yan first occurred to CBS program 
heads last Friday (20). They con- 
tacted the playwright’s agent, who 
immediately phoned him at his home 
in San Francisco. When Davidson 
Taylor, assistant program head, 
phoned Saroyan only an hour or so 
later, the Pulitzer Prize dramatist 
said he had the script already 
started. ‘I think it’s going to be 
good,’ he declared. Finished script 
was received Sunday afternoon by 
CBS in New York. 


TRACES RADIO 
QUACKERY 
CURVE 


By ROBERT J. LANDRY 








No. 
‘Studies in the Control of Radio’ has 
appeared under the imprint of the 
Radiobroadcasting Research Project | 
at Harvard University. 
Joachim Friedrich and _ Jeanette 
Sayre in the first booklet trace the 
history of quackery and objection- 
able merchandizing under the title 
‘The Development of the Control of 
Advertising on the Air.’ 

A panorama of early blue sky 
radio practices is laid out by the 
| Harvard writers with copious cita- 
tions, 1930 to 1937 particularly. The 
| booklet should form an invaluable 
addition to the bibliography of 
| American radio’s first 20 years. It 
brings together in handy form a con- 
| siderable file of incident and trend 
and tells compactly some of the 
highlights of the battle to keep the 
air free of the chiz biz boys. 

Rockefeller money is financing the 
| booklets. 


Arch Oboler’s Novelties 


| Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Arch Oboler has lined up the fol- 








lowing personalities and scripts for | 


his Procter & Gamble series on 
NBC. Couple of oddities in casting 


|has toughie Brian Donlevy doing 
Santa Claus and Benny Rubin, the 


hoke comedian, doing histrionics. 

The sked: 

Dec. 27, Brian Donlevy as a skep- 
tical Santa Claus in ‘These Are Your 
Brothers,’ 

Jan. 3, Martha Scott in ‘Suffer Lit- 
tle Children.’ 

Jan. 10, Benny Rubin, serious as 
‘Mr. Ginsburg.’ 

Jan. 17, Bette Davis in adaptation 
| of Somerset Maughan’s ‘Of Human | 
wate 








10 Agents Seek 





Lene QUENCY MODULATION AND ITS 


FUTURE USES 
law in H. Armstrong, Professor of 
Electrical Engineering, Columbia 
University 
FACSIMILE AND ITS FUTURE USES 
John V. L. Hogan, WQXR, New York 


ORGANIZING RADIO’S DISCOVERIES 
FOR USE 
Herman S. Hettinger 





NILA MACK BURNED 


IN APARTMENT FIRE 


Nila Mack, director of juvenile 
programs for CBS, was badly burned 
about the face, arms and hands 
Monday night (23) when she tried 


to put out a fire in her apartment. | 


Miss Mack was taken to the Roose- 
velt hospital with first and second 
degree burns. 

She was burning some wrapping 
paper in the fireplace when the 
flames spread to a chair and then to 


window curtains, ) 


1 in a proposed series of | 


Carl | 


CANT BRAG OF 
NBC TIE-UP 
IN AD 


Milwaukee, Dec. 24. 

Feuding between WTMJ, The Mil- 
waukee Journal station, and WEMP, 
independent, key station for the Wis- 
consin Broadcasting system, took a 
new tack past week when the news- 
paper refused outright to sell dis- 
play advertising space to WEMP to 
announce its newly consummated af- 
filiation with the NBC Blue network, 
becoming effective in full on Jan. 1, 
WTMJ has for years been the NBC 
Red outlet in this area and resented 
the WEMP-NBC Blue hook-up as an 
encroachment upon its jealously 
guarded prestige. 

When C. J. (Chuck) Lanphier, 
manager of WEMP, sought to buy 
display space from Fred Schneller, 
Journal advertising rep, to the 
NBC Blue debut in Milwaukee there 
was much heming and hawing, with 
| Schneller returning to his office to 
go into a huddle with WTMJ'’s high- 
er-ups. After lengthy confab, the 
execs reached their decision and it 
was duly delivered to Lanphier, to 
this effect: 

‘The Milwaukee Journal refuses to 
4 sell display advertising space to 
WEMP on the ground that it is a 
competitor, and the only means by 
which the indie station can obtain 
publicity in the mewspaper’s col- 
umns is through its (WEMP’s) 
clients buying space and having it 
| billed to them direct.’ 

There the matter stands—for 
| present. 





Vesere 
nus 





Tough Going 

| WEMP is only five years old and 
|at the start had a tough time to get 
going, but in the last two or three 
years it has had a consistent and 
|healthy growth until now it is a 
factor to be reckoned with, even 
by the bigger and older competitor. 
Negotiations for the NBC Blue af- 
filiation started last April, but al- 
legedly due to WTMJ squawks were 
not brought to a successful conclu- 
sion until recently. Already WEMP 
is airing some NBC Blue features, 
among them  Vitaminized Yeast 
Foam’s Orrin Tucker-Bonnie Baker 
program and Ralston cereal’s Tom 
Mix show, but from Jan. 1 on will 
carry the full NBC Blue output. 

Outwardly WTMJ and The Journal 
have largely ignored the existence 
of WEMP, although Edgar A. 
Thompson, the newspaper’s radio 
editor, did carry a line in his daily 
gossip column a few weeks ago say- 
ing WEMP had signed to become a 
subsidiary NBC Blue outlet. 


JOHN BATES JOINS 
|  RUTHRAUFF & RYAN 


John Bates has closed his free- 
|lance production office to join the 








| Ruthrauff & Ryan agency. He will 
be on a special assignment, namely, 
co-ordinating the various ‘Quiz of 


| Two Cities’ programs which Noxema 
is underwriting in 12 stations in 
various parts of the country. 

Before going into business for 
himself Bates was on the staff of 
| WOR, Newark. 


| 


AF RA Franchise 


Some 300 Talent Reps Eventually Expected to File 
With Radio Actor’s Union 


American Federation of Radio Art- | 
jists has received more than 100 
| license applications from New York 
talent agents. Deadline for filing was 
last Wednesday (18), having been 
| extended three days because the 
| previous date fell on a Sunday. It 
is expected that a total of nearly 300 
—— will be issued by the 


mit i is s hoped to okay them by Dec. 
30, but that may not be possible 
since some of the applications have 
already had to be returned for lack 
of the required information. All de- 
cisions regarding franchises are be- 
ing made by the union’s national 
board in New York, the Coast* and 
Chicago offices merely serving as 


clearing houses for filing applica- 
tions. Agency code is retroactive to 
Nov. 15. 

Jam 


|and traveling expenses. 


ganizer who has been located in De- 
| troit for some time, moves to Miami 
in a few days to organize performers 
and deal with stations there. Hyman 
| Faine, the union’s other national or- 
| ganizer, comes to New York this 
week for a confab with officials and 
| a report to the national board. Since 
his appointment in October, he has 
been working in Cincinnati, where 
AFRA has a contract with WLW and 
is negotiating with the other stations. 

Contrary tg report last w eek, 
AFRA’s national organizers are not 
paid $10,000 a year, plus organizing 
Their ex- 
penses are limited to a per-day 
amount and, inclusive of salary, total 
somewhat less than $10,000 a year. 


And, according to Emily Holt, na- 
‘tional executive -gecretary, AFRA 
|has no intention of raising dues at 


es Porter, AFRA’s national or- | any future time. 


the ; 
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Rating ourselves 
as advertisers 


NEWCOMER,” 





25 NEW ACCOUNTS ON THE 
BLUE 


Axton-Fisher Tobacco Corp. 

“20 Grand Salutes Your Happy Birthday” 
Bank of America “John Nesbitt” 
Better Speech Institute “Speak Up America” 
Brazil, United States of * Pearson & Allen" 
Carter Products To be determined 
Chemicals, Inc. (House Cleaner) 

“Just Between Friends™ 
Clapp, Harold, Inc. (Baby Food) 
** Mother of Mine” 
Emerson Drug Co. (Bromo Seltzer) “‘Ben Bernie” 
Grove Laboratories (Quinine) “Sherlock Holmes” 
Gulden, Charles (Mustard) “‘Gulden Serenaders” 
Howe, Lewis (NR’s) “Fame & Fortune” 
Knapp Monarch (Electric Shavers) 
** Ahead of the Headlines” 
Land O’ Lakes Creameries ‘Edgar A. Guest” 
Lever Bros. (Rinso) “Grand Central Station” 
Lever Bros. (Spry) “Uncle Jim’s Question Bee” 
Miles Laboratories (Alka-Seltzer) “Quiz Kids” 
Modern Food Process (Scrapple) 

“‘Olivio Santero” 
“John B. Kennedy” 
Newsweek * Ahead of the Headlines” 
Ohio Oil Co. “Marathon Melodies” 
Sloan, Dr. Earl (Liniment) 
Standard Brands (Yeast) 
Texas Corp. “Metropolitan Opera” 
Williamson Candy (O’Henry Bars) 

“Famous Jury Trials” 


Nash Motors 


““Gangbusters” 


“IT Love a Mystery” 


Yeast Foam 


“Orrin Tucker’ 


THINGS have been popping fast and furi- 
ous ever since the creation of the Blue Network 
Sales Department last July. We’ve told you 
about the station improvements that we're 
making, the programs that we’re building, 
the steps we’re taking to assure advertisers 
of greater co-operation than ever. 

But the best criterion of the increased selling 
effectiveness of the Blue is the action of the 
advertisers themselves—those hard-headed 
gentlemen who have the experience and judg- 
ment to get the most for their advertising 
dollar. We present herewith the complete 
picture of what advertisers are doing on the 
NBC Blue Network—with no punches pulled. 

Since June Ist, 1940, 25 new accounts, Lord 





8 CONTRACTS RENEWED 


Colgate-Palmolive-Peet (Shave Cream) 


Jergens, Andrew (Lotion) 
Jergens, Andrew (Soaps) 
Modern Food Process (Thrivo Dog Food) 


Pacific Coast Borax 
Ralston-Purina (Cereais) 
“Tom Miz Ralston Straight Shooters” 
Welch Grape Juice Co. 
Williams, J. B. (Shaving Cream) “True or False” 


rate us: 


as indicated by their comings 
and goings = chiefly “comings” 


“Bill Stern Sports Review” 
“Walter Winchell” 
“Parker Family” 


“Moylan Sisters” 


“Death Valley Days” Brown & Williamson 


Canadian Railways 
“Dear John” 
Westinghouse Co. 


bless ’em, have joined the Blue ranks. 8 old 
friends, we're pleased to report, have renewed 
their contracts. 19 satisfied customers (and 
we're going to keep them happy) are con- 
tinuing under current contracts. 6 clients are 
no longer with us, and we’re sorry they’ ve left. 

But there’s still plenty of room for you, 
Mr. Prospective Advertiser, on the’N BC Blue 
Network. And notwithstanding all the im- 
provements going on over the Blue, two facts 
remain constant. First, the Blue still concen- 
trates its coverage in the Money Markets, 
where the nation’s buying income is centered. 
Second, the famous NBC Blue Discount Plan 
still offers national coverage at the lowest 


cost of any medium. For example, you can 





6 CONTRACTS EXPIRED 


Air Cond. Train. Corp. “Sidney Walton Music” 
“‘Plantation Party” 
Canada Dry Ginger Ale “Information Please” Watkins, R. L. (Dr. Lyons Tooth Powder) 
“Canadian Holiday” 
Gordon Baking Company “One of the Finest” 


‘Musical Americana” 


" sit NG /PRETTY * 





19 CAMPAIGNS CONTINUE 
UNDER CURRENT CONTRACT 


Adam Hats “‘Madison Sq. Garden Boxing Bouts’ 


Anacin “Easy Aces” 
Anacin “Just Plain Bill” 
Bisodol “Just Plain Bill” 
Bisodol “Mr. Keen, Tracer of Lost Persons” 


Cal-Aspirin Corp. ‘Amanda of Honeymoon Hill” 

Cummer Products (Energine) 
“Manhattan at Midnight” 
*“*Pot O’ Gold’’ 
“Good Will Hour” 

Mystic Laboratories (Creams) 
‘John’s Other Wife” 

Phillips, Chas. H. (Magnesia) 
“Amanda of Honeymoon Hiil’” 

Procter & Gamble (Camay) 

“Pepper Young’s Family” 
Procter & Gamble (Chipso) “This Small Town” 
“Vice & Sade” 
“Mary Marlin” 


Howe, Lewis (Tums) 


Ironized Yeast Co., Inc. 


Procter & Gamble (Crisco) 

Procter & Gamble (Ivory) 

Reynolds, R. J. (Camels) 
“Luncheon at the Waldorf” 


Sun Oil ** Lowell Thomas” 


“Orphans of Divorce” 
Wyeth Chemical (Cold Tablets) 
“John’s Other Wife” 


buy a half-hour coast-to-coast, in the eve- 
nings, mind you, on the NBC Blue Network, 
52 times a year, for less than $5000 a week. 
Amazing, isn’t it? Better call in that Blue 
salesman today. 


NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 


A Radio Corporation of America Service 


we 
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General Baking Starts Variety Show 


‘ The 


From Philly; On 15-Station Loop 








Philadelphia, Dec. 24. 

The Quaker Network, started three 
years ago by WFIL’s general man- 
@ger Roger Clipp to air political 
broadcasts in this area, is now grow- 
ing up into a full-fledged regional 
hookup. On Friday (20) the General 
Baking Co. signed a contract for the 
broadcast of a  15-minute-a-day 
variety program, five days a week, 
over 15 stations covering the region 
bounded by Easton, Harrisburg, At- 
lantic City and Norfolk, Va. The 
program represents an outlay of 
$200,000 for time and talent. 

The program, starting Dec. 30, will 





originate at the WFIL studios here | 
the first big-time 

show coming out 
of Philly for nearly five years. 

show to be tabbed ‘Breakfast | 
Gang’ will include a 15-piece band, 

batoned by Nathan Black, conductor 
of WFIL house band (under name of 
tuddy Black). Bert Parks, formerly 

with Eddie Cantor, will be m.c. 
Balance of cast will include the Dal- 
ton Boys, trio once with a Major 
Bowes unit; vocalists Frances Bishop 
and Dick Wharton, and the Rhyth- 
mettes. 

The show will be produced by 
Jimmy Allen, WFIL program direc- 
tor, with Tony Wheeler, spieling the | 

commercials. Announcers on local | 
stations will cut ir with plugs for | 
local dealers handling General Bak- 
ing Co. product. 


Musicians Please 

The new show marks a double vic- 
tory for the Musicians Union. First, 
it marked the breakup of ‘the Break- 
fast Club’—sponsored locally by the 
General Baking Co.—demanded by | 
James C. Petrillo, national AFM 
prexy, who said the program put | 
local musicians out of work. (‘Break- 
fast Club’ originating in Chicago on 
NBC was broadcast on a participat- 
ing sponsorship with local concerns 
cutting in on commercials). The 
new program was the first fruit of a | 
campaign by the Philly local of the 
Musicians Union for a network musi- 
cal show to put Philly musicians to 
work. » 

The band for the new show will 
be made up of five members of the | 
WFIL house crew plus ten other 
local musicians. | 

Stations on the hookup for the | 
General Baking show will be WFIL, 


will mark 
variety network 


and 








|inson, Jr., 
| reau, 


| WDEL, Wilmington; 


Jr. Kay-Dee-Kapers 





Pittsburgh, Dec. 24. 

For an Xmas novelty, KDKA's 
weekly Kay-Dee-Kapers, half- 
hour show, this Thursday after- 
noon will feature only the chil- 
dren of the regular performers. 
There'll be no grownups, save 
for the announcer, on the show 
at all. 

M. c. will be 4-year-old Bernie 
Armstrong, Jr., son of station’s 
musical director, and others on 
the program will range in age 
from 2 to 11. Station figures 
anything's liable to happen and 
is prepared for the worst. 


Y&R RADIO 
MEN GET 
STOCK 


Four of Young & Rubicam’s radio 











| executives have been added to the 
The | 


agency’s list of stockholders. 
gifts of stock voted last week went 


to Thomas F. Harrington, director 
of radio; Tom Lewis, manager of 
the radio department; Hubbell Rob- 
manager of the talent bu- 
and Joseph Moran, 


radio continuity. Harrington at the 


|same time was named a vice-presi- 
| dent. 
Moran’s department was cited in | 


the awards 
recently 


for radio showmanship 
made by VARIETY. 


Philly; WEST, Easton; 
town; WEEU, 
York; WGAL, 
Bridgeton, 


WSAN, Allen- 
Reading; WORK, 
Lancaster, 


N. J.: WTNJ, Trenton; 


burg; WBAB, Atlantic City; WMAL, 
Washington; ——' Norfolk, Va.; 
WPID, Petersburg, Va.; and WRNL, 


Richmond. 


Renew Billy B. Van 


Boston, Dec. 24. 

Billy B. Van and his ‘Spreading 
New England’s Fame’ series have 
been signatured for another year by 
Wrigley Gum. It's on 19 stations of 
the Yankee network. 

Van broadcasts the program from 
a different New England city, using 
the largest auditorium available, 
Sunday evenings, and goes in heavily 
for merchandising of the product. 


ENGINEERS IN 











New Orleans, Dec. 24. 
The WDSU transmitter on Belle 
Chasse highway near here has been 
picketed by members of Local Union 





director of |! 


WSN, | 


WKBO, Harris- | 


1139, International Brotherhood of | 
'Electrical Workers, AFL, since 
Wednesday (18) when engineers 
staged a walkout. Station was silent 
from 7 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. that day as 
| result of strike. Station officials said 
at first that silence of transmitter 
was due to mechanical troubles, 
William C. Nevill, president and act- 
| ing general manager of the union, 
| said that it was due to walkout. 

| Nevill said representatives of the 





long, has sought to reach an agree- 
,/ment with P. K. Ewing, general man- 
‘ager of the station, for sometime 
over the question of wages but had 
been turned down each time. 

| ‘Station officials wanted a two- 
| year contract at their own terms 
| which we couldn't see,’ Nevill said. 

‘We sought a compromise agreement 

| but were turned down fiat. So the 
| boys walked out.’ 
Two other employes at the tran- 
|'smitter declined to strike, Ewing 
said, and none of the studio staff of 
| 20 was involved. 

Nevill also accused the station of 
employing young operators without 
pay during ‘breaking-in’ periods of 
from one to six 
| union was organized. 

Guards were on duty at the tran- 
|}smitter and studios as a result of 
the picketing. The union was also 
using two sound trucks to tell public 
of strike. 





WWL’s 50 Get Bonus 
New Orleans, Dec. 24. 
WWL paid Yule bonus to staff of 


Only other commercial on Quaker | 50 employes Saturday (21). 


network is 

weekly, 
General 

by the 


Fels show, 


Baking 
Ivey 


program was set 
& Ellington agency. 


three times | 


, He is 
| clarinet tooter. 


James C. 
WWL 


has 
as an 
local 


Rush, Jr., 
musical staff 
well known 


joined 


sax and 

















U ema Euenucure Sto ® The money which local advertisers 
ci S . A 
Pngieit oo 3417 Bouth Broadway spend for advertising has to bounce back 
wood, COLORADO tomorrow .. . or else! Mr. Graham’s letter 
ENGLE , 


tresultsS eee 


statio 


of more and mo 


national edv 
the best 


we have eve 





explain why 


n KLZ is the choice 


ertisers ee 
sales producer 


r used." 


vh Granem - PFOP 


me 


reproduced here is, of course, 
erchant’s opinion, 
that KLZ carries more local business than 
any other Denver station! 
son why . 


only one 
3ut it is significant 


There's a rea- 
.. and the reason is RESULTS! 


National advertisers are following the 


GRAHAM FURNITY 
Ee 


cog 


HUGH GRAHAM fs 
the owner of the Gra- 
ham Furniture Company 
in suburban Englewood, 
six miles from down- 
town Denver. 
mayor of Englewood, he 
was recently elected 
county commissioner, 


example of Denver’s local merchants in 
ver-increasing numbers. . 
results per advertising dollar. 


. for greater 
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WDSU WALKOUT 


but | 


union, to which the striking men be- | 


months before the | 


arranger. | 


From the Production Centres 
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IN NEW YORK CITY 


Helen Coule and Vivian Block added to ‘Mother o’ Mine’....Nat Brusil- 
off succeeds Elliot Jacoby as batoner of ‘Double or Nothing’....Edward 
K. Oates, of WINS engineering staff, planed to Pittsburgh last night (Tues- 
day) for a holiday with his parents. He was met there by Dorothy Kir- 
sten, Chicago Opera soprano, who flew in to spend Christmas....New 
York chapter of the Radio Writers Guild tossed a cocktail party for ex- 
president Kenneth Webb and ex-v.p. Knowles Entrikin, at the home of 
vice-prez Katharine Seymour. 

Lady Suzanne Wilkins, wife of explorer Sir Hubert Wilkins, and John 
Swinburne, brother of Lanny Ross, started a weekly song series called 
‘Suzanne and John’ over WINS yesterday (Tuesday)....Ernie Smith will 
handle the East-West football broadcast over WOR-Mutual for Gillette 
_ New Year’s day....Josephine Johnson and Billy Livingston, supposed to 
| be the leading society glamour girl and boy of the year, will guest Tues- 

day (31) on ‘So You Think You Know Music?’ 
| Franklin Dunham, director of NBC religious programs, and Rollo G. 
| Reynolds, School, N. Y., have written a 
| book, ‘Utilization Of Radio In The Classroom, which McGraw-Hill 
| will publish in the spring....George Bryan replaced Harry Von Zell as 
announcer on the Helen Hayes program....Von Zell has gone to the Coast 
....Entire staff at WNEW, including the ‘house orchestra, given Christmas 
bonuses of two weeks’ pay or moie....40 more Mutual stations added to 
hookup for ‘Musical Steelmakers’ show. 

Charles. Nobles handiing the NBC sports assignment nightly on WJZ 
while Bill Stern’s away this week....Ben Grauer subbing for Graham 
McNamee on Mort Lewis’ ‘Behind the Mike’ half-hour...: Vance Babb is 
| now with N. W. Ayer....Wayne Randall continues with Steve Hannagan 
| office....Irene Kuhn doing special publicity assignments at NBC.... 
WMCA increasing time of English commentator Sydney Mosley. 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Lou Silvers has been renewed as musical director of the Lux show, 
effective Jan. 1. Maestro has been composing the incidental music and 
conducting the orchestra on the opus since June of 1936. Counsel for the 
American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers, in New York, is 
studying his status as a writer-member of ASCAP, which might forbid 
continuation of his composition of original music for the airer after the 
close of this year....Tom Frandsen, KFI-KECA announcer, now a full- 
fledged plane pilot....Stake races at Santa Anita will again be broadcast 
by KFI, with Oscar Otis on the running end and Buddy Twiss describing 
the color....Ben Bernie and the Lads start a series of broadcasts for 
Bromo-Seltzer from NBC's Radio City here (24)....Diana Bourbon here 
| to produce Campbell soup’s annual ‘Christmas Carol’....Bill Goodwin, 
actor-announcer, laid up with the flu....Station KNX opens at 5 a. m. on 
Christmas Day, one hour earlier than its regular schedule, to carry a 
special broadcast, ‘Christmas Under Fire’ from London....Seventh ad- 
vertiser to purchaser facilities from Columbia Pacific network in the past 
15 months is Breakfast Club Coffee, Inc., which will ether Rita Murray’s 
‘Voice of Friendship’ show over the California Columbia chain two morn- 
ings each week, starting Jan. 7....Al Pearce spending the,holidays in San 
Francisco, 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Eloise Cummer added to ‘Arnold Grimm's Daughter’ cast....Bonita Kay, 
Alice Hill, Ed Prentiss, Ed Sprague and Dan Sutter joined ‘Backstage Wife’ 
....Jo0e Rockholt and Hugh Rowlands newcomers to ‘Girl Alone,’ with 
Arthur Peterson, John Hodiak, Carlton Brickert, Ian Keith and Willard 
Waterman dropping out....Kurt Kupfer added to ‘Houseboat Hannah’ 
troupe..... Angela Hedrick replaced Angeline Orr with ‘Kitty Keene’ cast 

..Jerry Spellman, Frances Carlon, Stanley Waxman and Dan Sutter 
joined ‘Ma Perkins’,...Jane Kaye and Pat Buttram entered ‘National Barn 
Dance’ company....Dorothy Shidler and Gail Henshaw newcomers to 
‘Road of Life’....Eva Pownall, Bob Jellison and Hugh Muir added to 
‘Story of Bud Barton’....Gladys Heen, Pat Crusinberry, Ginger Jones, 
Herbert Butterfield, Don Gallagher, Matt Briggs, Reese Taylor, Hugh 
Rowlands and Dick Holland joined ‘Story of Mary Marlin’. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO... 


Entire NBC staff in Frisco guests of Al Nelson, v.p. in charge, at buffet 








principal of Horace Mann 





| 





luncheon in his offices Tuesday (24) with gifts for all....announcers in 
turn hosting Tom Harmon, all-American, to dinner in honor of his ap- 
pearance in the Shrine East-West game....entire affair recorded and 


| played back on both KGO and KPO....John K. Chapel now doing new 
‘World This Week’ news series on KROW, which already has 10 newscasts 


| daily....Phoebe Clark, KSFO’s ‘Nancy Dixon,’ trotting about with a lamb 
on a leash....Jean Bates and Jack Moyles added to cast of ‘Dr. Kate,’ NBC 
Stripper....Ralph Brunton gave away a quarter-hour of air time on KJBS 


as his gift at the annual gegen. club Christmas party.. 
trib was a personal radio. 
which kicked in 10 ducats. 


‘Stanton to Address 


Amer. Marketing Assn. 


Chicago, Dec. 24. 
American Marketing Assn. is hold- 
ifg a meeting in town starting on 


.-NBC’S con- 
..only theatre represented was the Paramount 


‘STEPMOTHER’ ADDING 
IN SOUTH ON JAN. 6 


Chicago, Dec. 24 





| Thursday (26) and a good deal of ‘Stenmother,’ daytime stripper fo: 
the discussion will revolve around | Colgate’s, has been renewed for its 
|radio. General topic of the meet- | fourth year on the Columbia web. 

|ing will be ‘How to Get More for| Effective Jan. 6, 10 stations will be 


the Advertising Dollar.’ 

Frank Stanton of Columbia and 
Fred Dickinson of the Bureau of Ad- 
vertising will be the principal speak- 
ers. R. M. Heath of the Leo Bur- 
net agency will discuss the advertis- 
ing campaign of the Meat Institute. 
Frank Braucher, now with the Pe- 
riodical Publications Assn., will also | 
participate actively. 


|}added to the web, to 
towns as Charlotte, 
lanta, Birmingham, Memphis, New 
Orleans, Dallas, Houston, Oklahoma 
City and Shreveport. 

Deal set through the Sherman & 
| Marquette agency here. 


include such 
Richmond, At- 

















Announcers Too Loud 


Buffalo, Dec. 24. 


Adjournment to Dec. 28 was grant- 
ed Matthew Korpanty, 28, and Robert 
R. Nowak, 27, who told police they 
were radio announcers. Pair plus a 
third man face charges of being 
drunk and disorderly and resisting 






The ONLY Radio 








i is 

arrest in hotel disturbance last week. Transmitter of th 
They pleaded innocent. or greater power 
withia 75 miles of 





Don 8. Elias, of station WWNC, | 
| elected president of Asheville Cham- 
| ber of Commerce, 


Sieux City 
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MUD-SLINGING AT WNYC 


aia iittala aaa 


EYMOUR SIEGEL 
BEARS THE BRUNT 


Program Director of City- 
Owned Non-Commercial 
Station Has An Ordeal On 
Witness Stand — Friends 
Organize Data to Counter- 
Blast Politicians 





—_——- 


TRADE AMUSED 





Private broadcasters around New 
York City noted with some amuse- 
ment last week the spectacle of a 
Tammany - steered City Council 
Committee holding an Indian war 
dance around the figure of Seymour 
Siegel, program director of city- 
owned non - commercial Station 
WNYC. The big fuss concerned two 
alleged ‘misrepresentations’ during 
1935 when Siegel qualified under the 
civil service to continue filling a job 
he had already successfully held for 
a year. In essence the politicians 
last week charged the program di- 
rector with: 

(1) Saying in 1935 he was Direc- 
tor of Radio in 1928 for the Uni- 


versity of Pennsylvania, whereas he | 


that 
was 
radio 


didn’t appear in the records of 
institution. Siegel answers he 
an unofficial undergraduate 
director who arranged many pro- 
grams over WIP, Philadelphia, was 
never a paid employee of the Uni- 
versity and never said he was. 

(2) That he claimed to be a Doc- 
tor of Philosophy, and isn't. 
denies making the claim, admits that 
he is only a Master of Arts. 

Civil Service Radio 

Commercial broadcasters are will- 


ing to concede that civil service may | 


be the bedrock of municipal reform, 
but the uses to which politicians can 
put civil service technicalities 
trying to ‘smear’ an opponent 
caused considerable comment. In the 
perhaps somewhat extreme reaction 
of one broadcaster: 

‘This is swell propaganda against 
Government operation of radio sta- 
tions.’ 


Nothing may come of the investi- 


gation of WNYC. The radio trade is 
inclined to doubt that the 
are anything more than an attempt 
to uncover, if possible, something— 
anything—against Mayor LaGuar- 
dia’s administration with an eye to 
the next municipal election. How- 
ever radio has taken due note of 
the when-did-you-stop-beating-your- 
wife kind of questions and the in- 
vestigation, as such, together with 


the government redtape and conniv- | 
ving that is thereby spotlighted will | 


be filed away -for possible 
propaganda in the future 
government ownership of radio sta- 
tions, 


as 


use 


The Novik Regime 


Under Manager Morris Novik Sta- 
tion WNYC, in the period when 
Siegel was program director, has 
made advances generally recognized 
in the radio trade as notable for a 
non-cosmercial station. From 1924 
to 1933 WNYC was two small stu- 
dios and a vague organization with 
blind revenge ene It went off the | 
air holidays, took its leisure on Sun- 
qays and gave commercial plugs 
gratis to music stores to borrow 
phonograph records. This and more | 
of the same kind of counter- | 
charges and rebuttal material has | 


been organized by Siegel's friends | 


for use if necessary. 

Making a political football of a 
tity-owned radio station may seem 
&@ cinch to the political strategists, 
Siegel’s friends point out, but they 
&re forgetting or don’t know their 
Pre-Novik station history. They sug- 
Best that WNYC lost its nighttime 
Operating hours to 


S. government originally granted. 
What WNYC gave up, free 


$850. 000. So runs the Sie gel defense 
argument, an argument that has not 
been r ublicly de eloped so far. 


Siegel | 


in | 
has ! 


fireworks | 


against | 


commercial | 
'MCA because of sheer lazy poli- | 
tician failure to use the time the | 


, in facili- | 
ties years ago has recently enabled | 
Donald Flamm to sell WMCA for | 


THE WRONG WORD 


Woodlawn, Md. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

I'm definitely in a lather over 
VarIETY’s award to WOR ealling the 
women’s programs ‘corny.’ 
man, I’ve just been extolling their 
recipes and inanities from 
hours. 
Fitzgerald? No recipes there. 
the Bessie Beatty program—never, 
, unless a chef happens to be a guest. 
Oh, I wish I had time to write a 
| letter, but I’ve two little inhibitors, 
| two and five, who prevent it. 

But I really think the word 
|‘corny’ should be publicly retracted. 
| It’s an insult to intelligent listeners. 





My dear | 


virtues insofar as they do eliminate | 
their 
Have you ever heard Pegeen | 
On | 


| 


| 
| 


FOR WOR’S LADIES 


Boston Reaction 





Boston, Dec. 24. 

From the Boston reaction, John 
Barrymore would do well to 
omit further  too-frequent, 
pseudo-comic references to his 
too-numerous unfortunate mar- 
riages on the Rudy Vallee stanza, 
Many listeners hereabouts sym- 
pathize with some of his previ- 
ous mates. Still others in this 
Catholic area frown on divorces. 

Besides, sponsor aims program 
at housewives. 








Alexander Thiede, who conducted 
40-piece National Youth Administra- 
tion orchestra broadcasting from 
WFEI, Boston, to CBS on Sunday 
(22), is leader of Boston Women’s 





Doing | Post-Grad Work at WIM — 


— 


School Teacher on Leave of Absence for a Year 


Milwaukee, Dec. 24. 

| Ruth Randall, Milwaukee high 
school teacher of English, dramatics 
and radio, has been granted a year’s 
leave of absence by the school board 


to become a regular member of 
WTM4J'’s staff as a sort of post grad- 
uate course that will enable her to 
return to her classes better equipped 
to instruct them in the actual work- 


j assignment this week Friday 


to Study Radio 


(27), 
over Nancy Grey’s daily 
morning half hour to interpolate ad- 
vertisers’ blurbs between the chatter 
platters airmailed back to the station 
daily by Miss Grey on a five-week 
jaunt through the Southwest. 


taking 





Trum4n Trullinger, attorney and 





























Symphony here in addition to duties ings of commercial radio. v.p. of KGY, Olympia, Wash., is the 
Catherine A. Ruckle. directing WMEX house band. The schoolma’am gets her first town’s new mayor. 
es 
| 
“We consider WLW a definite aid in our merchandising program, as we are jobbers 
| 
| : , 
| of nationally advertised. products and WLW through their fine broadcasts keep a 
| constant wave of consumer demand hovering over our business and that of our cus- 
| 
tomer, the retail grocer. 
Signed: Neel Howard 
General Manager 
The Grocers Wholesale Company travels Grocers Wholesale Company 
five salesmen in fourteen counties in Huntington, W. Va. 
Ohio, Kentucky and West Virginia. 
- “ff ' 
WZ <<a 
i eee i 
! 
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, . Chicago — WLW, 230 N. Michigan Avenue. San Francisco — International Radio Sales. 
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Not Replacing Professionals 


VARIETY 


12TH NBC YEAR SET 
BY CITIES SERVICE 


Junior League of Chicago Answers Radio Actor’s | Cities Service has renewed with 
al NBC for another year, effective Jan. 


Slam—Cites Benefits of WBBM Charity Program = 3. ‘Will make the 12th consecutive 
year for this account on the air. 

' This Friday night session is the ‘ : . 

He was a page boy at WBBM. oldest straight music program on the Singing Mayor to Miami Philip Morris has to date bought 

His work on the Council show helped | networks. se : > ‘in on but one hillbilly show the 

him gain his present position. He is —————————---— For Town Hall I rogram | WLS Barn Dance, but the td Co 

now a member of AFRA. Milwaukee, Dec. 24. | a8ency on the account, is still on the 


Gilbert Ferguson, who was re- CH | (’ A G () NBC Mayor Carl F. Zeidler, this city’s ‘outlook for programs of this type 


Wednesday, December 25, 1919 


Only Established Hillbillies Wanted 


Biow Agency Still Interested But on Basis of 
Longevity and Record—Not of ‘Presentations’ 


* 
- — 
| 














Chicago, Dec. 20. son. 
Editor, 

The Junior League and Council of 
Social Agencies wish to correct the 
erroneous impression given of the 
radio serial ‘The Story of Constance 
Worth’ by someone signed ‘Chicago 
Radio Actor’ in his letter printed in 


VARIETY: 


er) , y h $ . Jerk i ° ¢ r gale ° P . , , . - 
cently on the ‘Ma Perkins’ show also youthful and exuberant singing chief | Which have actually proved them. 


started with the Council show. He executive, is sacrificing Christmas at | S¢!ves. The agency is reluctant to 
is now a member of AFRA. 








-home to fly tomorrow to Miami, | tie up with a hillbilly program that 
Variety on Dec. 18. Stanley Lonnegan became an an- | Fla., to participate in the Town Hall , hasn't had something of a run or 
‘Chicago Radio Actor’ does not ceerigarted at WGN and has atv tet of the Air radio program being something that a station has merely 
understand that: wants vind the Constance Wort PP roti | broadcast from there Thursday night | Put together on paper for presenta- 
(1). ‘The Story of Constance {OF ‘further dramatic , pe ne | under the title ‘The Role of Youth | tion. . 
Worth’ is sponsored by charitable *— =e 7 he 9 ~~ owen aioe iin the Defense of Democracy.’ | Cig company's sponsorship of the 
organizations to acquaint the public! Tat the Junior ea nse a Hizzoner will be back on the job , Barn Dance is confined to the Chi- 
with their work among Chicago's are not replacing aoe se ao hace | | Friday, leaving Miami by plane right |Cago area and the period between 
needy. Its time on the air, and the °” reer program has verter ited — |after his broadcast. /10 and 10:30 p. m. The previous 
services of certain of the station's pointed out. Radio professionals, we | 





understand, would not be permitted 
by AFRA to donate their services to 
such a program, even if they could 


j}hour of this same Saturday night 
| program will continue to be under- 
written by Alka Seltzer over the 


staff are, therefore given to them by 


Chicago, Dec. 24. 
"BBM. The members of the cast 


yest be amateurs who can and will 
yiunteer their services. This series 


n be produced only under these | 


afford the time to do so. 
Virginia Winston, 


| NBC here fs readying some new | 
studios to hold the increased de- 
mands of studio space in Chicago. 


For several months now a number 


| 


NBC-red. 





Albert Noble, WLAC, Nashville to 
Recently ill, 


President, The Junior League 


nditions, for these charities can | of Chicago, Inc. 


t take money needed by Chicago’s 
unfortunates to put on a show on a 
commercial basis. 


of programs have been crowded out 
of the NBC studios in the Merchan- 
| dise Mart. At present, the studic | 
situation is so cramped that on Sun- 











BLURBS A LA ———~ 








(2). The Junior League is one of | N days three outside theatres are nec- 
the members of the Council of Social essary to hold the shows. Being used 
Agencies. It became aware of the | /on Sundays now are the Civic the- 
need for amateur actors and ac- -atre, the Woman's Club theatre and 
tresses to produce a show of this ' | the Goodman theatre. 
kind. The Junior League not only | While the new studios will ease the a (Fort Industry Manket 





supplies its own.members for parts 
in the program but relieves the stu- 
dio of certain details of notifying the 
actors, handling publicity and finding 
suitable voices for children and 
masculine roles. It is not all a Janior 


- — . . | Getting a look into the vaudeville 
| strain somewhat, it is still figured q 
| y : _booker’s pages months ahead was | 
| that NBC. wil shortly have vo at all always provocative in the old show | 
the way and really build itself a ;. tl at adio’s book! i | 
suitable studio theatre. Mutual-WGN | 2 days. But radio's booking Is apt | 
he 1.000-seat henten ta ieelt on to be somewhat different. Woodbury | 
| the Mee naar ee ‘Columbia-WBBM has two shows, ‘How Did You Meet?’ | 


AIRSHOW 





to appear for examination before Temain that way until the required ' — aap IPV 
sionals who served a training period | trial on Jan. 25 by Supreme Court time is cleared on one of the net- HAI I ) 
on this amateur program. An out- | Justice Ferdinand Pecora, in con- Works. Deal was closed through the RCA-VICTOR BACK 
standing example is Janet Bolton, | nection with Lyons’ suit against the Ruthrauff & Ryan Chicago office. NEW YE AR 
who has been playing one of the corporation. Order for the examina- Transamerican obtained the rights AS NBC SPONSOR : : 
leads in ‘Constance Worth.’ Miss | tion was issued Friday (20). from the Chicago Trib-N. Y. News 
Bolton had been working asa hostess sicieinntaaaalicenaiadimaiaitiions, syndicate. Until a few months ago ae —and— 
in Harding’s restauant to support | ‘ y ‘Little Orphan Annie’ was sponsored n hk) Sa ue Ss ~ cou i 
herself while trying to get a profes- ABE SCHECHTER’S BOOK by the suas Co. through the Blac- | ;. R¢ nee een we BS Beck “on the ord THANK YOU 
sional job. Due to her work on the | Abe Schechter, director of news kett-Sample-Hummert agency. This a — Sener? “ . kslageiong 
series she was able, just last week | and special events for NBC, has a makes the strip’s second account It wed ried : a ag oi —for— 
to secure professional radio work, | book coming out in a week or sO. jad been on for Wander for over riods : on WEAF, New ork, 
and has now left the cast. She is | It’s tagged ‘I Live on Air,’ and was pine years. only. wire yeni — DEER. WWV A’. 
now a member of AFRA. co-authored with Edward Anthony ieee’ ae carrigs Ben Grauer with coresgn sasha 
Good Experience | Stokes is the publisher, and the news; second sells Red Seal classical . : 
The WBBM staff announcer on the | book is a personal history of news | ° C records and the time is devoted to BEST Y EAR 
Constance Worth show is Carl Nel- coverage by radio. Columbia Seeks Excuse the playing of samples. First ses- 
. sion turntabled recorded Toscanini — aad 
a paint — ee = From Pre-Trial Exam music Glen Riggs is announcing 
the second portion. He used to 
0 ‘Bi th f N ti ? handle the RCA morning record ses- 
( | H | if 0 a a 100 sion on the same station at 7:45 a.m. 
? " | = Grauer has been riding the l1I1- 
Columbia Broadcasting System, | 12°15 slot with news bulletins for 
Inc., applied to the N. Y. supreme SOME ume Commercial copy he's 
court Thursday (19) to vacate a no- to spiel concentrates on the short 
tice of examination before trial of W@Ve angle of RCA radios. He'll be 
its secretary, Joseph H. Ream, set used only four nights a week, the 
in conjunction with a suit by the sponsorship of the show covering 
|Epoch Producing Corp. against it each night except Saturday and 
CBS claims that the questions sought Sunday, when they I air sustaining 
to be answered are improper and> Wednesday nights Grauer does the 
| immaterial. Kay Kyser Lucky Strike commer- 
Plaintiff seeks an accounting of © al Lyle Van will replace _ 
| profits, an injunction, and damages RCA. 
for the alleged unauthorized use of = ii ie ies 
; the title ‘The Birth of a Nation,’ on . 
a radio program broadcast Sept. 2, WLAC Added to Lists 
1940. Plaintiff has 
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League cast. Obviously the men are 
not Junior League members, The 
men and women used on the pro- 
gram come from amateur groups all 
over the city and from radio schools. 
Most of the children come from the 


Chicago Boys’ Club. The cast is se- | to Bernie’s agent in December, 1937, } February soap. 
lected by the station director. the agent being the Music Corp. of K R March—one week soap, three weeks 
(3). The Junior League is an or- | America. A similar suit for a like powder. . | 
anization established for the pur- | amount was filed against MCA last April—one to fll. 
ose of offering volunteer service to | week « ? May—one to All. 
Welfare Agencies Members con- Plaintiff claims to have originated ORPHAN ANNI a oe 1 
sider that in helping to put ‘The an idea for a radio program in Oct.. July—powder. 
Story of Constance Worth’ on the 1937. which would consist of a mock August—soap. 
air, they are performing such a serv- court proceeding, with jurors taken acemaeeindl Tony Martin = 
ice. from the audience and paid $3 each January—cream. 


(4). The relationship between the 
Junior League and the professional 


actor is this: Many young radio ac-|ing used the program over WABC from the Transamerican Broadcast- powder. CHRIST UAS 
tresses and actors (not Junior League | between April and July, 1940. ing & Television Corp. The series; April—one to fill. r re eee 
members) have found this volunteer Harold L. Hackett, v.p. of the will start off Jan. 27 on a transcrip- May—one to fill, | 


program a much-needed apprentice- 
ship. There are many radio profes- 


James Lyons filed suit Wednesday 
(18) in the N. Y. supreme court 
against Ben Bernie, seeking $13.000 
damages for alleged plagiarism of an 
idea for a radio program submitted 


for their ‘work,’ and extras for good 
decisions. Bernie is accused of hav- 


Music Corp. of America, was ordered 








"OF INCORMAATION ay 





neither medicine nor mer- 


chandising can diagnose wisely from mere 


surface indications. 


_ That's why we consider 


it our job to dig for the basic factors affect- 
ing any spot-broadcasting situation, and to 
present them without color or bias. ; 


JOHN BLAIR & COMPANY 


National Representatives of Radio Stations 


New York «# Cuicaco » Detroir » Str. 


Louis = Los ANceLes « San Francisco 





has a 400-seater. CBS, however, also 
uses an outside studio occasionally 
for a big audience show such as the 
‘Design for Happiness’ program. 


Quaker Oats has, bought ‘Little 


Orphan Annie’ on a package basis 


tion routine over 20 stations and will 





owned the film 
since 1915, and claims to have spent 
| $600,000 in advertising it. CBS ad- 


| was not heard after the first broad- 
cast. It asks a dismissal. 








Joe Ries’ New Title 


| Cincinnati, Dec. 24. 
Joe Ries, WLW's educational di- 
rector for the past several years, be- 
comes directcer of public. service 
programs 
watter with the turn of the year. 
He has been assigned by James D. 
Shouse, general manger, to have 
charge of religious programs, com- 
munity affairs, social service broad- 
casts and all programs relating to 
civie organizations, plus educational 


ert ee 
atters. 


for the Crosley 50,000- | 


and Tony Martin, both starting Jan. | 
1. The Woodbury products are varied | 
so the advertising is ‘booked’ as fol-! 


lows: 


How Did You Meet? 
Jdnuary—powder. 


February—soap. 
March—one week soap, three weeks 


June—cream. 


Nashville, Tenn., Dec. 24. 
Four network shows will be aired 


4 ; , through WLAC after the first of 

1 2 1S MEASURED BY ITS3h mits the broadcast, on historical .sub- | the year which have not had a local 
ai se ~ jects, and claims that the program, outlet. Colgate’s ‘Strange As It 
é : W/ which was supposed to be a series, |Seems’ and ‘Ask It Basket’ start 


Thursday, January 2. 
Lipton’s ‘Helen Hayes’ begins its 
run the following Friday night and 


on Saturday the five minutes news- | 


cast bankrolled by Curtis Candy will 
| inaugurate its biweekly run. 





Spencer, Lytle’s Sound Track 

Dayton, Dec. 24. 
Lester Spencer, 
|director, and Ed Lytle, announcer, 


are working for the army air corps | 
‘Flying Cadets.’ | 


on a film called 
They’re doing sound-track comment. 


Paul Katz, conductor of the Day- | 


ton Philharmonic 
charge of the 
for the picture. 


orchestra, has 
musical background 


WHIO program | 


| 
| 
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DURING 1940 


the radio industry continued to show its confi- 
dence in United Press as the dominant news 
service. By a greater margin than ever before 
radio relies on United Press for accurate, impartial 


news and news features, 


United Press is conscious of the fact that this trust 
is based on service ~a leased wire unmatched 


by any other news agency. And United Press 


pledges for the year 1941 the same unbeatable 


speed, accuracy and impartiality which are the 


trademarks of United Press radio news coverage. 
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Princeton Studes Launch Wired 
Wireless Station from Campus 


Dorm, and Will Sell Spot Blurbs 





+ 
Princeton, N. J., Dec. 21. | Greetings by Air 
Princeton's own wired wireless | nammune 
Tadio station, WPRU, has finally | One - minute sponsored pro- 
taken to the air. The dream of Henry | gram, ‘Misch Goodwill Greet- 
G. Theis, radio-minded junior from | ings’ will be aired at 11.80 a.m. 
Englewood, N. J., the new project is | today (Wednesday) by WQXR, 


the result of three years of hard 
work in the face of great difficulties. | 
The entire equipment of the station | 
has been constructed and designed 
by undergraduate technicians. | 

Although first week’s program | 
schedule was confined to classical | 
and popular recordings, the station 
will soon broadcast lectures, univer- 
sity notices, quizzes, debates, descrip- 
tions of athletic contests, etc. Nightly 
broadcasts take place from 5 to 6 and 
7:15 to 9:15. 

The broadcasts originate from 
Theis’ dormitory room in Pyne Hall, 
which has been fitted out as a radio 
studio. The university’s wiring sys- 
tem is the medium through which 
the radio operates at a frequency of 
630 kilocycles. The wired wireless 
staticn, therefore, will not be re- 
quired to hold a license from the 
FCC, since only radio within 300 feet 
of the university’s wires will be able 
to pick up its programs. | 

Similar stations are operated at 
Dartmouth, Brown and Williams, 
with radio pipes used as the means 
of transmission instead of electric 
wires. Theis had originally planned 
to operate a licensed station, but he 
was refused by FCC when it was 
learned that the system would be 
forced to shut down during summer 
vacation period. 

he three hours of nightly broad- 
casting may be increased if popular- 
ity warrants it. 


ee 


The Nassau Sovereign, nadie, | 


uate mag, has undertaken to sponsor 
the newscasts which will originate 
from a news bureau operated by the 
publication. 

Project will be financed entirely 
by four owners until it begins to pay 


for itself. Spot advertising, an- 
nouncements by local firms, it is 
hoped. will put station on paying 


basis before spring term begins. 


TECHNICIANS 
FORM GROUP «:. 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Radio is butting in on the Oscar 
business with a new organization, the 
Academy of Radio and Television 
Sciences, 
lution of the Radio Producers’ club 
last week at a meeting at the Brown 


Derby. New outfit, to function under 
its initials, ARTS, is designed to pro- 
mote the technical Gepartments of 


radio and television. 

Officers are Wayne Griffin, presi 
dent, Carroll O’Meara. secretary, and 
Paul Rickenbacker, chairman of the 
Academy committee. 





Regina, Sask. — New spie 
CJRM is Joe McKinnon. 


evolved through the disso- | 


New York. Time was purchased 
by Robert Misch, of the Al Paul 
Lefton agency, and the program 
will be a recording of Mr. and 
Mrs. Misch reading their own 
Christmas greeting. 

Ad exec previously mailed 
cards to friends, advising them 
to listen to the program. Cards 
carried a facsimile of a news- 
paper listing of the show. 


MCA INTO AIR 
SERIAL FIELD 


Chicago, Dec. 24. 











Possibly quickened by the ASCAP ip 


situation the Music Corporation of | 


| Oklahoma 5 to NBC 


NBC has signed up five stations in 
‘Oklahoma for addition to the blue 


link. They are KADA, Ada; KBIX, 
Muskogee; KVSO, Ardmore; KCRC, 
Enid, and KGFF, Shawnee. 


Alliances become effective Jan. 1. 
The quintet will be sold under a 
group rate. Raises the NBC 
224 outlets. 





BOSTON FIRST 


SWAN SOAP 
MARKET 


Campaign on Lever Bros.’ newest 
| product, Swan Soap, will be under 
way shortly after the first of the 
year. Young & Rubicam, agency on 
the product, has already started to 
line up the stations. 


Among the markets already set 
foe Boston, Portland, Me.; Pitts- 











burgh, Syracuse, Cincinnati, Albany, | 


Troy, Buffalo, Hartford, New Haven 
and Baltimore. Other stations will 
be added as the distribution opens 
up other markets. Contracts call for 
three announcements a day, starting 
Jan. 6, and are for 52 weeks. 

| Swan is primed as a competitor of 
rocter & Gamble’s Ivory Soap, and 
| is figured to become a major spender 


America now covets radio script | for spot broadcasting during 1941. 


serial revenue. 
chinery to handle daytime strippers | 
and has recorded a trio of such 
shows for presentation purposes. 
These three are tagged 
Your Wife,’ ‘Dear Teacher’ and ‘We 
Make Our Lives.’ 

MCA is also 
batch of these daytimer seri 
agency 0.0. 


‘Mix’ Stunt for KXOK 


St. Louis, Dec. 24. 

A pre-celebration of KXOK taking 
over NBC's Blue outlet here from 
KWK on Jan. 1 was held today when 
the cast of Ralston’s ‘Tom Mix Rides 
On’ air serial moved into this burg 
from Chicago to originate two shows 
for the coast-to-coast web. Stunt 
|was part of the sponsor’s 
Xmas party. 

Becoming the local NBC outlet is 
the second major improvement for 
KXOK in the past three months. The 
other was obtaining permission from 


— to jump to 5,000 watts and a 
Switch from 1250 to 630. The 
local man to participate in the 

on broadcasts is the sound effects 


| technician, 


‘Forever | 


readying another | 
als for | 


Is setting up ma- | The soap brand will be tied up with 


a network program until the distri- | 
bution has %ecome fairly national. 








Forms Cary-Ainsworth 
Des Moines Agency 


Des poate Dec. 24. 


| &. H. Cary and David Ainsworth | 


have quit the Coolidge Advertising 
Co., to organize their own agency 
under the name of Cary-Ainsworth, 
|Inc., in Des Moines. 
Cary has been with 
12 years, while Ainsworth 
that agency in 1937, 
Knox-Reeves. 


coming from 


annual | 


‘My Son’ Being Scratched | 


All present General Foods pro- 
grams will remain as is on the net- 
work after Jan. 1, with the excep- 
tion of one day time strip, ‘My Son 
and I.’ This serial is on CBS. 

Replacement for ‘My Son’ is be- 
ing readied by the Young & Rubi- 
cam agency. 


C. E. Hooper Gets Coast Pledges 
Okaying Expanded Program Check 


San Francisco, Dec. 24. 





cies during C. 
| visit here agreed to pay up to 200% 


Frisco stations, networks and agen- 
E. Hooper’s two-day 


more for the program popularity 


ler at | checking service in 1941, also formed 


a cOmmittee to sign up other clients 





—__ 





S igencal 


nship 


WINS LARGER AUDIENCES 






in the 


INTERMOUNTAIN 
MARKET 





The POPULAR Station 






Salt Lake City 


NETWORK 


| have been sent east for tally. 


{for Hooper. In return, the tabulator 
promises a greatly improved service 

Under the new set-up, Hooper will 
step up his Calls to a point where the 
present three-month span necessary 


for a rating will be cut to two 
months... In addition a new plus- | 
minus-or-no change service will be 
inaugurated on a monthly basis, giv- 
ing shows a quick comparison. In 
ther words, it won’t be a rating but 
an approximation whereby a sponsor 
can find out if he is gaining or slip- 
ping at the moment 

While making coincidental call 
Hooper phoners also will ask dialer: 
vhat show they listened to 15 min- 
utes before. Each 500 calls, on that 
basis, will yield 1,000 answers, half | 


coincidental, half co-indicative. 

Network committee 
help things along includes Ward In- 
gram of KFRC, Walter Burke of Mc- 
Cann-Erickson, Mac’ Campbell, Lord 
& Thomas, Ray Reeves, J. Walter 
Thompson and Bili Day, Leon Liv- 
ingston. Art Kemp of CBS and Bill 
Ryan of NBC also active. 


list to | 


Coolidge for | 
joined | 


appointed to | 


Ann Corio’s Harvard Lecture 


By HARRY PAUL 


Cambridge, Mass., Dec. 20. 

Ann Corio, burlesque strip actress, gave Harvard students a lecture 
on psychology via ‘bootleg’ radio network of Harvard Crimson, under- 
graduate weekly newspaper. During the 30-minute spiel, she ex- 
| plained, ‘There are three kinds of men—men, gentlemen and others. 
| Harvard boys are all gentlemen and I love them. The people at Yale 
are just ‘others’.’ 

From the studio in Shepard Hall, the program was broadcast via a 
novel network on a ‘one-lung wattage’ over antenna connected to 
electric light wires and various metal parts of buildings in a 100-foot 
radius of Harvard yard. 

Announcer Stanley O. Boren introduced Miss Corio as ‘Harvard's 
Sweetheart’ and asked her how she happened to enter burlesque. 

‘Well, I thought clothes were encumbering,’ was her rejoinder. ‘I 
was born under the sign of Sagittarius, which means that I am frank 
and open and don’t hide things.’ 

She proceeded to give a few lessons in the art of strip-tease, discom- 
forting imaginative listeners, while those in the crowded studio were 
only treated to a 10-inch hemline hoist plus a preliminary dance step. 

The program could not be heard beyond the 100-foot radius and sta- 
tion officials claim to have consulted Federal Communications Com- 
mission and learned no license is necessary for their arrangement. 

Regular broadcast receivers are used by the students, who are pro- 
vided with classical music, jazz, news and talent from student body, 

William W. Tyng, a senior at Harvard, is chairman of the under- 
taking which started last spring, and is assisted by Charles W. Oliphant, 
technical director; Lawrence Lader, program director, and a staff 
comparable to a 1000-watt commercial station. 


Carolina Cleric Lambasts Station 
For Religious Policy a la Code 


G. W. JOHNSTONE WEST 
WITH KEITH MORGAN, 


G. W. Johnstone, radio director of | 
|the Democratic National Committee, i 
York Thursday (26) for religious programs pro- 


| duced fireworks here. 

















Spartanburg, S. C., Dec. 24. 
Recent decision of Walter Brown, 
vice-president of the Spartanburg 
Advertising Co., owners of WSPA 
and WORD, to apply the code of 
ithe National Association of Broad- 
casters to 











leaves New 
| the Pacific coast. He accompanies | 
Keith Morgan, national chairman of | fied local clerics that hereafter com- 
the President’s Birthday Ball cele- | 
bration committee, of which John- 


Brown notl- 


mercial religion was out, that only 


sustainers would be carried and that 


» ie rs ~ ir +t ; 
oe is radio ger egg a solicitation of funds over the air 
wosome wi risi 0 Ss 
osome Vv v s Angeles, | must cease. 


Kansas C ity, St. Louis, Indianapolis, | In a subsequent broadcast over 
Chicago, Columbus and Detroit, re- WSPA via remote pick-up at Con 
° > | wis cd i - ce 9 

: . ‘ : ee 
| turning to N. Y. Jan. 10. | cord, N. C., one minister, Rev. Har- 


7 t is Ss ror ; ri o . 
ane ee = Rn getty i ag | old Smith, blasted the station and 
tales 4 a S progts Brown and called for advertisers to 


: : re) ; 
[sugural on J —" Roosevelt in- |refrain from patronizing the sta- 
| augural on Jan. < |tion. Station made a special re- 
ieee trite | cording of the talk, having some in- 
| f | timation of Smith’s purpose. Min- 
Hobby Pays (0) f | ister is quoted as having said that 
Sane | ‘there will be a lot of Christmas 
ae ites ‘ |shopping done elsewhere that would 
atti St. Louis, Dec. 24. have gone to these places’ (meaning 
John Mahoney, . native whose stores that support WSPA with ad- 
hobby is baseball statistics, etc., won 


vertising) and that he proposed to 
establish a radio station of 
Broadcast 


a job as a pinch hitter for an absent 


; his own. 
expert on the Hyde Park Breweries 


sol Ve t+otemen 
Assn. quiz program aired over charging t! a re ‘ eae : ~ 
“3 - iit “he ing the decisi to discontinue 
KMOX every Friday p.m. Mahoney | ,, 6 ier iaelgaee 

: — . “ |the evangelistic broadcasts to ‘the 

has been a regular attendant since : 
devil and the mollycoddling 

t program started and has copped $ {i § , rts 
abl “rs “tan “Oo "O- 
more than $100 by answering quizzes ministers of Spartanburg’ and pro 





7 : (Conti age 55) 
that the experts flopped on. Last Continued on page 55 
week Mahoney was presse@ nto SEE: EE 
service by France Laux, m.c. of the —— = 








program, when an 
show. 

Station execs are mulling the idea 
1 ” 1 
|of making a place for him on the 
board of experts. He is employed in 
the purchasing dept. of the Missouri- 
Pacific railroad. 


expert failed to 


THE 
MARTINS 


HUGH—PH YLLIS—!0-JEAN—RALPH 


Featured on 


“TEXACO STAR THEATRE” 


CBS—WEDNESDAYS 


¢ 
. 24. 9 to 10 P.M., EST 
Sonja 


| SUSTAINING TRIUMPH 


Buffalo, Dec 
itself on 


WBEN scooped 





Vocal Arrangements and Direction 


Henie’s arrival with ice troupe By HUGH MARTIN 

While ‘Internation al House Party,’ Personal Management: FRED STEELE 
sponsored show. was angling for a 9 Rockefeller Plaza, New York City 
guest visit, Jim Wells calmly put her Sulte 604 COlumbus 5-2142 | 








in his sustaining sports show. = adam 




















By JANE. WEST 


NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 





Localities are much pleased with 
the establishment of a Hooper office | 
on the Coast where tabulations will | 
be made hereafter. In past, figures | 
Coast 
headquarters are in Los Angeles, | 
with Ruth Arnold in charge. 

——$$_—$_——— | 


Gordon Brown, owner of WSAY, | 


Rochester, N. Y., and Morton Nus- | 
baum, office manager, given public 
‘itations. by Veterans of Foreign 


Wars, ‘for invaluable services to 


ij veterans and Americanism.’ 


FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 
[AUGHTER TEARS ano [{EART-THROBS 


Presented by Ivory Soap + 99 “*/ 100° o pure 





LISTEN TWICE DAILY , 


NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M., EST § 

IN WABC—5: 15-5:30—CBS 
@e 

Dir. 


COAST TO COAST 
COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 
MGT. ED WOLF—RKO BLODG.. 


NEW YORK CITY 
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STATIONS CUT STAFF MELONS 


HIG INGREASE 
IN BONUS HABIT 


Station ‘Party’ Becomes a 
Pre-Christmas Tradition 
Throughout Broadcasting 
Industry—Leo Fitzpatrick 
Also Takes Care of Staff 
Kiddies With Gifts 


——_———— 


MANY REPORT 








Especially notable this Christmas 
were the number of radio stations 
rewarding their staffs with substan- 
tial cash bonuses, These 
from one week's salary up to prince- 
ly melons based on annual salary. 
The question of plowing profits back 
into staff loyalty has lately been em- 
phasized by radio station manage- 
ment. The theme was emphasized | 
in the recent eighth annual Variety 
showmanship survey, 
regards WGAR, Cleveland. Atti- 
ture of broadcast management to- 
ward staffers had gradually changed 
through the years. 

Not only because 1940 was a big 
year, or because of the tax situa- 
tion, but because the radio broad- 
easting business is now in the ‘solid 
citizen’ classification this change 
has come about. In the earlier days 


owners of stations squeezed their 
roperties to the rind and showed 
Fiitle realization that they should 
thank or think about staff esprit de 
¢orps, 

A few of the stations that have 


Banded out cash bonuses during the 
present Christmas holidays are re- 


f 





ranged | 
| tire staff was 


especially as | 


| Handed 











ported herewith. Many others have | 


been previously reported in 
issues of Variety. Still 
course, have not been disclosed pub- 
licly at this time. 

It is now customary in 


earlier 


scores of 


radio stations around the country to | 


hold staff parties during the days 
just before Christmas. This has be- 
come one tradition in 
that grew so fast it didn’t develop 
many traditions. 

An amusing picture is suggested 


|on length of service. 
others, of | 
| » 

| Practiced for several 
|90 workers were on hand for the | 


months or more were given bonuses 
This is in 
keeping with the policy Church nas 
years, 


| doings. 


5 | draftees who wi 
a business | 


by the story from Tacoma where one | 


staff collected 
diately started a crap game with the 
bosses. This was probably bad 
economy but good democracy. 





St. Nick Fitzpatzrick 
Detroit, Dec. 24. 

Staff members of WJR, number- 
ing well above 100, were given 15% 
of their year’s salary as a Christmas 
present at the annual group party 
Friday (20) in the Recess Club. 

It brought to 20% the bonus paid 
during the year. Last summer, just 
before the vacation season, 
given a special 5% 
gift. The only members to whom 
the largesse does not go are the 


!union musicians. 


In addition to this Christmas cash, 
Leo Fitzpatrick, vice-president and 


all parents on the staff. He tossed | 


| his annual kid party on Dec. 23 for 


its bonus and imme | 


| staff at 


the en- | 


Principal 
several 


point of 
announcements 


Church's 


instatement at 
clusion of military service. 
draftee will also receive a special 
bonus of one month’s pay for each 
year he has served KMBC up to six 
years, In a_ recent survey of | 
KMBC’s 92 employees 46 reported | 
eligible for the draft. 


KMBC at the con- 





Wasmer’s Bonus Plan 
Spokane, Dec. 24. 
More than 50 employees of KHQ 
and KGA got bonuses. Louis Was- 
mer, president of the stations, was 
host at a Christmas party for the 
the Davenport hotel. Ex- 
tended thanks to the staff, 


been with KHQ for 
years, 


more than 14 


All employegs with the organiza- | 


tion for a year received checks equal 


;to two and a half month's salary; 


all children of staff members and the | 


gifts include the biggest items on the 
youngsters’ letters to Santa Claus. 
out were such things as 
bicycles, riding habits, doll houses | 
and other expensive items. Mothers 
are tossed a separate party, while 
nurses take over the kid party. 
Arthur Church’s Policy 
Kansas City, Dec. 24. 
Annual bonus and round-up break- 
fast of personnel of KMBC 


was held 


last Wednesday (18) at the Pick- 
wick hotel with Arthur Church, 
prexy, passing out the good news. 


Employees who had service of nine 


from six months to a year, one 


month’s salary, and 


| manager, takes the holiday brunt off | | months, two weeks’ pay. 


Remainder of the evening was 
spent at cards and ‘African golf’. 

Today, Tuesday (24) 
staff of KFPY (over 30) held annual | 
|Christmas party in Golden Concert | 
| Studio. Immediately following | 
| presentation of gifts the staff took 
| part in an informal gathering in the 


| station’ s newly completed staff recre- | 


| 


| 
| 


ation room. The tree was decorated 
with colorful balls, representing the 
various network shows released by 


Ker <. 


Entire staff was also presented with 
salary bonuses. 


Santa at CBS, Too 


Executive and employees of CBS 


got their Christmas bonuses yester- | 


Some | 


concerned | 
ll be guaranteed re- | 


Each | 


including | 
| the original four members, who have | 


less than six | 


the entire | 


day (Tuesday) 


| day sday). In each envelope ;j 
| there was a message from William S. | | 4 
| Paley, thanking them for their good | 9 


services, etc. 


Non-executives each got a week’s DROP DRAMA 
pay. 


WGAR Bonus Swells One-Half 
Cleveland, Dec. 24. 

Employ ees of WGAR gathered for | ‘Twelve Crowded Months,’ 
the annual Christmas party with 10% | 
in their mental arithmetic. But the | , 
bonus was 15% by way of a genial |the year’s biggest news stories, will 
surprise from the board of directors. | not be in dramatized form this year. 
|Reason is that the network officials 
| believe the events of 1940 were gen- 
Hartford, Dec. 24. |erally too grim to be palatable in 

| All employees of WDRC have been | dramatic form. Reversal of previous 
| given two weeks’ salary as a Christ-| policy was decided over the week- 











Colum- 
bia’s annual 60-minute program of 





WDRC Awards Two Weeks 





mas bonus. j}end, after plans for another drama- 
Station this month observed its’ tic presentation were well under 

18th birthday. way. 
Actual standout stories haven't 


|yet been selected for the program, 
| which is scheduled for 1:30 to 2:30 
p.m. Sunday (29). However, Ed- 
| ward Murrow, William Shirer, Eric 
| ‘The Green Hornet,’ weekly 30- | Sevareid, Larry Le Sueur, Elmer 
minute adventure series which has | Davis and Maj. George Fielding Elli- 


‘Green Hornet’ Returns 





| been off the air for several months, | ott will probably participate, each 
'returns Saturday night (28) tOj\using his own script. Paul White 
WOR-Mutual. Network has a /jand Robert Wood, of the news de- 


will supervise. 











The period is 9 to 9:15 a.m. EST. 


Beckley, W. Va.—Howard F. Flynn, 
became | formerly with NEC Artists Service, 
has joined the staff of WJLS in 
charge of writing, casting and pro- 
ducing dramatic programs. 


| signing and figures clinching it sae. 

two years and on Mutual earlier this | T 
sponsored by a singie account. 

| on the NBC-blue and will use as 
| cupancy last week of six more rooms 

| library. 

|other duties formerly handled by | 


sponsorship deal on the verge of: partment, 
| the show resumes airing. 
Stanza was on NBC blue (WJZ) for | SWIFT BUYS 60 
season. It has been co-operatively 
bankrolled on occasion, but never 
. a Swift & Co. has bought a daily 
WKRC. CINCY. EXPANDING quarter hour of the ‘Breakfast Club’ 
y , 
Cincinnati, Dec. 24. !many as 60 stations if the network 
WKRC, Mutual affiliate, took oc-'| can clear them. 
in the Hotel Alms, where the station | 
lis located, for offices and a music | 
Brad Simpson recently 
| program director and is taking over | 
Hulbert Taft, Jr., general manager. | 
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Football Games, Roller Derby Help 
San Antonio; Peter Paul on WOAI 





San Antonio, Dec. 24. 

Local units remained above the 
line here, though the end of the elec- 
tlon on the City Manager Plan 
sheared the figure somewhat. Foot- 
ball games and the Roller Derby 
were prominent in the week's sales. 

KABC: Humble Oil Co. sponsored 
ootball game between Temple and 
Goris Christi; Martha Washington 
andy Co., spot announcements; San 
Antonio Florists Association, five- 
minute programs daily; Don Weston 
Lithograph Co. one quarter-hour pro- 
gram; Tannkersly Cafe, one an- 
nouncement per day; co-sponsorship 
of the St. Marys vs. All Stars foot- 
ball game here Dec. 25 sold to Pub- 
lic Service Co., Scobey Transfer Co. 
and National Bank of Commerce; 
local Sinclair dealers will present a 
special one-hour Christmas day pro- 
gram; Interstate Circuit, two quar- 
ter-hour programs; Patrick Lopp | 
Display Service, one quarter-hour | 
ag spot announcement for the 

oller Derby; San Antonio Brewing 
Association for Pearl Beer, quarter- 
hour daily broadcast from the Roller 
Derby; Central Typewriter Co., two 
quarter-hours; Hex Co., spot an- 
nouncements; Paul Anderson, spot 
announcement on their new location; 
Bon Ton Bakery, spot announce- 
ments Southern Wine Co., spot an- 
nouncements. 

WOAI: Renewal for Peter Paul, 
Inc. (Mounds), through Platt-Forbes, 
One minute, six per week for three 
months: Bayer-Semesan Co., Inc., 
through Thompson-Koch Co., six an- | 
nouncements per week; renewal, | 
American Chicle Co., through Badg- | 
er & Browning, Corwin Riddell’s | 
daily five forty-five newscast; Stew- | 
art Title Co., eight 100-word an- 
nouncements, direct; renewal, Camp- 
bell Cereal Co., for Malto-Meal, | 
through H. W. Kastor & Son, five} 
100-word announcements’ weekly; 
Jax Beer Co. of Dallas and Houston, 
through Anfenger Adv., Pat Flaher- 
ty’s Sportcasts, five minutes each 
Tues., Thurs. and Sat.; Beyer-Rolnick | 
Co., through Sig H. Badt, one an- 
nouncement per week for one year; 
renewal. Comet Rice Mills, through 
Freitag Co.. six announcements per | 
week for 13 weeks; renewal, Dr. W. 
B. Caldwell Co., Inc., through Sher- 
man & Marquette, 11 one-minute an- | 
nouncements per week. 

[ Dec. 21 Compared to Dec. 14 | 


Network Local National Total | 





Units Units Spot Units Units 

6,229 8,981 1,229 16,439 

6.365 8,943 1,365 16,673 
—2.1% +0.4% —10% —1.4% 


(Included: KABC, KMAC, KONO, KTSA, 
WOATD 





Steuben Society Returns 
WEMP Man to Top Job 


Milwaukee, Dec. 24 

Bernhard Hofmann, who conducts 
WEMP’s daily German hour, recently 
renamed ‘Musical Sunshine,’ WISN’s 
weekly German hour and a weekly 
program from the Wisconsin Univer- 
sity station WHA in Madison, Wis., 
has been elected for the fifth time as 
president of the Steuben society 
here, a German-American’ group 
committed to new vigilance against 
any possible fifth column intrusion, 

The organization amended its con- 
stitution barring from membership 
anyone belonging to a group ‘whose 
policies tend toward overthrow of 
the American constitutional govern- 


WSPA TO COLUMBIA 


WORD, Spartanburg, Due for Blue 
or Mutual 
Spartanburg, S. C., Dec. 24. 

WSPA, which joins CBS Jan. 
1, is being enlarged and expanded, 
the program including a _ $50,000 
transmission station, already begun, 
and other improvements. WSPA is 
being groomed to become full-time 
CBS affiliate by spring, when 
WORD, Spartanburg Advertising 
Company’s other station, will be re- 
leased for either NBC blue or Mu- 
tual network. 

Effective Jan. 1, WSPA will ether 
CBS programs morning until sunset 
when station will sign off and WORD 
will pick up network programs for 
night time. WSPA is expected to 
be ready for full-time day and night 
CBS hook-up by March 28, when 
WORD will be free to sign with 
NBC and Mutual. 

WSPA, operated 10 years by Virgil 
Evans was purchased for $53,000 last 
year by Spartanburg Advertising 
Company, which added WORD as 
new Station last fall. 


‘TIVOLI BEER SOLD 


Any Shade of Red 





Timmins, Ont., Dec. 24. 

One of the sponsors of CKGB, 
local CBC outlet, bought a dairy 
from an outfit whose employees 
had previously given the estab- 
lishment the reputation of hav- 
ing a Communist tinge. New 
owners wanted to combat the 
stigma, so they took a series of 
spot anonuncements over CKGB, 
plugging the loyalty theme. 

In adition they asked the sta- 
tion to obtain a suitable tran- 
scribed program. Show selected 
was called ‘The Crimson Trail,’ 
but the super-sensitive sponsor 
turned it down on the ground 
that the word ‘crimson’ sug- 
gested the ‘red’ label of Com- 
munism. 








DENVER LOCAL UNITS 


Denver, Dec. 24. 
With the exception of a seven- 
time newscast contract by KFEL, | 
sales were confined to gory 
ments, spot, chain breaks and the 





ANNOUNCEMENTS PAD 


like. | 

KFEL: King’s Luggage, seven! 
newscasts, One a day. Lydia Pink- | 
ham Co. through Erwin, Wasey, | 


chain break announcements, five a} 
week; Max Cook, through Ted Levy, 
ski report, 15 minutes a week 
through season; announcements to 


Daly Insurance, Great Western 
Cleaners, Hume’s Table Supplies, 
Callbeck-Lawless, Ray H. Davis 


Service Station, Acme Silver Plating 
Co., Banghart’s Market, C. O. John- 
son Implement Co., Hank’s Auto 
Service and Acme Upholstering Co. 


KLZ: Absorene Mfg. Co., through 
Ross - Gould, 40 announcements; 
Washington State Apple Assn., 
through J. Walter Thompson, 30 an- 
nouncements; Davis Motors, through 
McCann-Erickson, three time sig- 
nals; Gottrell Clothing Co., through 
Robertson Agency, two spots; C. W. 
Shepherd & Sons, one spot; Hoskins- 





IN MANY LANGUAGES 


Detroit, Dec. 24. 


Foreign language programs still 
are a mighty lure for the beer ad- 
vertisers. Tivoli Brewing Co, here 
has just renewed its contract for a 
year with WJBK for 38 spots a week 
on the station’s foreign hours. 

The programs included are: Pol- 





lish, Italian, German, Greek, Hun- 


garian, Ukrainian, Rumanian, Croa- 
tian, Czechoslovakian, Jewish and 
Finnish. 


Duke Gets WQAM Disc 


Miami, Dec. 24. 


WQAM, Miami, has sent the Duke 
and Duchess of Windsor a transcrip- 
tion on which is recorded their ar- 
rival and departure, as well as broad- 
cast highlights of their trip to Miami. 

Platter includes the first remarks 





|}aired by the Duke in this country. 
|The Duchess was not heard over the 


air, preferring to remain as_ the 
Duke’s ‘silent partner.” Also on the 
record are the tributes paid the pair 
by Jim Kilgallen, Milton Bracker, 
Duncan Aikman, Inez Robb, and 


|other writers, who were assigned to 
|keep tabs on them while in Miami, | 


and who were heard during the 
series of broadcasts WQAM arranged 


ito cover their activities. 


Broadcasts of the Windsors’ visit 


were handled by Norman MacKay | having failed since he first enrolled,| as manager of the outlet to become 


and Leslie Harris. 


Beatty w~.dsmobile Co., one quarter- 
hour; Gardner Agency, one spot; 
Reed & Co., two announcements; 
Newstrom-Davis & Co, two spots. 


Active National Spot Accounts _ 


_ (According to Reports from VARIETY’S ‘Radio 
Market Cities’) 


(E. I. du Pont de Nemours & Co. (BBD&O) was erroneously reported in 
the Oct. 30 issue as placing half-hour spot programs. The company is 
currently using chain breaks.) 





Account Agency Time Purchases 
Blackstone Products ......... »- Spector Agency ............% Hour News 
Chrysler Corp, (Dodge) ........ Ruthrauff & Ryan ........ Announcements 


Chrysler Corp. (Plymouth) ....J. Stirling Getchell, Announcements, 


Time Sign; 
Chrysler Corp. (Plymouth) ....Jos. Katz ‘enals 


| (Plymouth) ....Jos. Katz ....... errr ey ee Ce Tee 5-Mins, 
Compagnie Parisienne .........Northwest Radio ................. 5-Mins 
We ONEEE oi aise kasdons «+++»McCann-Erickson ....... . Announcements 
PEt fives asetedinshsssereaa vid a Ea ae eee Announcements 
Manhattan Soap Co............Franklin Bruck 5-Min. News, 

Announce 
Mission Bell Wines........... --Firestone Adv. .eccccsees Pos eaters meme 
North American Accident Inc...Franklin Bruck ............-...... 5-Mins 
Remington-Rand ,........... -++Franklin Bruck ........... Station Breaks 
Remington-Rand .,.......... -++International Radio Sales. .Announcements 
Remington-Rand ...........+++»Leeford Adv. .........005. Announcements 
POE DEGIES. oc csccccces +++eesSimper Agency .....Temperature Reports 
Sears, Roebuck ............ coooMrederic W. Ziv...cccccccccess ....3-Mins 
Southern Pacific RR. ........... SE GE PIN a oo ivncinesescvcveseves Spots 
Studebaker Corp. ........ ++++»Roche, Williams & Cunnyngham 
Swedish Labs (Blondex stale 

Shampoo.. Benson & Dall...cccccesecececees % Hours 
Tidewater Associated Oil....... Lord & Thomas.... ais fee Football Games 
Vick’s Cough Drops............ Morse International...,...Announcements 
Walgreen Drug ......... ++++e*+Schwimmer & Scott.......Announcements 








KOA: Miller Funiture Co., 
through Ted Levy, 230 announce- | 
ments; First Industrial Bank, | 
through Ball & Davidson, 12 an- 
nouncements; Dundee Clothes Shop, 
through Max Goldberg, 312 an- 
nouncements; Bristol-Myers, through 
Young & Rubicam, 312 announce- 
ments; Kurland Motors, 24 announce- 
ments. 


| Dec. 21 Compared to Dec. 14 | 
Network Local 








National Total 


DEPARTMENT STORES BUYING RADIO 
TIME LAST WEEK 








Store City Time Purchases 
Broadway Dept. Store..........Demver .....ceceeeeeeee+e- Announcements 
Broadway Dept. Store..........Los Angeles .............. Announcements 
Hale Bros. Dept. Store......... SO WURMBIOND oscesoccvesesvessccces Spots 


exUAs Diny Rte CONTINUED LULL 














Units Units Spot Units Units 
8,185 4,558 1,502 14,245 
8,270 4,454 1,023 14,247 
—0.8% +23% —1.4% ° 





*No change. 
(Included: KFEL, KLZ, KOA, KVOD) 


Calling Up Radio Men 


Salt Lake City, Dec. 24. 
Rodney Lee Ammodt, KDYL trans- 
mitter engineer, has been called to 
duty at Mare Island Navy Yard as a 
|member of the Naval Reserve. He 








Edmonton, Alta., Dec, 24. 
Alberta government members of 


| the six-member board of the Univer- 
sity of Alberta radio station, CKUA, 
are Dr. Fred McNally, deputy minis- 
ter of education; G. H. N. Monkman, 
deputy minister of public works and 
D. E. C. Campbell, provincial di- 
rector of publicity. 

University members are Dr. W. A. eae 
R. Kerr, president of the University; 
Dean Robert Newton, of the faculty Baltimore, Dee, 24. 
of agriculture, and Donald Cameron, Biz continued inactive here, with 
| director of the extension department | only the local count showing some 
| of the university. |slight activity. Selling for subse- 
| quent airing reported promising all 
around, with conSiderable stress be- 








Atianta. — Sales department of 





| is to report Dec. 28. 

Artie Clark of KUTA also readying 
| to be called as reserve ensign, and 
| Lyle Waldquist, KUTA chief techni- 
;cian, has been called to Naval Re- 
serve. Some question of his eyes 


| however, 


|ing made on continued participation 
by new accounts built up during pre- 
holiday sales effort. 

WFBR threw a Christmas party for 
the agencies, tieing in the ‘Club 12.70’ 
noontime participation show, for en- 
tertainment and impromptu fun. 
Sent out specially wrapped copies of 


|WATL has been reduced by two men, 

| George Mitchell and C. H. Cannafax, 

pending the takeover of the station 

|} by new management Jan. l. | 
| Maurice Coleman has already quit | 
| 


| sales manager at WAGA. 








— | ‘Magic Dials,’ richly illustrated story 








lof radio and television by Lowell 
Thomas, to its mailing list and de- 
clared a bonus for_all employees as 


| WHO, Des Moines: 


| Who’s Who On N.A.B. Commaiitoos 











Washington, Dec. 24. 

Committee berths for 1940-41 have been nearly filled 
by the National Association of Broadcasters, which 
has rosters complete except for a few district repre- 
sentatives. Of the 144 persons named, 103 stations 
have been given a voice in industry policy-making. 

List follows: 

Aceounting committee—H. K. Carpenter, WCLE, 
Cleveland, chairman; S. R. Dean, CBS; E. J. Gluck, 
WSOC, Charlotte; Harry F. McKeon, NBC; Glenn Sny- 
der, WLS, Chicago; Harold Wheelahan, WSMB, New 
Orleans. 

AAAA Conference committee—Harry C. Wilder, 
WSYR, Syracuse, chairman; Roy L. Harlow, WAAB, 
Boston; Richard H. Mason, WPTF, Raleigh; Edward 
Petry, Frank A. Seitz, WFAS, White Plains; Dale Tay- 
lor, WENY, Elmira; Lee B. Wailes, KYW, Philadelphia. 

Code committee—Edgar L. Bill, WMBD, Peoria, 
chairman; Ear] J. Glade, KSL, Salt Lake City; Gilson 
Gray, CBS; Hugh A. L. Halff, WOAI, San Antonio; 
Henry P. Johnston, WSGN, Birmingham; J. O. Maland, 
Frank Mullen, NBC; Calvin J. 
KFAC, Los Angeles; Theodore C. Streibert, 
MBS. Ed Kirby, NAB, Washington, secretary 

Engineering committee—F. M. Doolittle, WDRC, 
Hartford; Maurice Clark, WHEC, Rochester; J. C. 
Leitch, WCAU, Philadelphia; James R. Donovan, 
WTOC, Savannah; J. H. DeWitt, WSM, Nashville; Wal- 
ter Hoffman, WWJ, Chicago; Paul Loyet, WHO, Des 
Moines; Julius Hetland, WDAY, Fargo; K. W. Pyle, 
KFBI, Wichita; William G. Edgerton, KTSA, San An- 
tonio; R. V. Howard, KSFO, San Francisco; Jay Tapp, 
KGER, Long Beach (Members from districts 4, 7, 14 
and 17 not yet appointed). 

FCC Conterence committee—Eugene C. Pulliam, 
WIRE, Indianapolis, chairman; W. C. Alcorn, WBNX, 
New York, vice chairman; H. W. Batchelder, WFBR. 
Baltimore; P. J. Hennessy, NBC, Washington; Harold 
Lafount, WCOP, New York; Kenneth Raine, CBS, New 
York; Reed Rollo, MBS, Washington. 

Insurance committee—Roger W. Clipp, WFIL, Phila- 
delphia, chairman; S. R. Dean, CBS, New York; Wil- 
liam I. Moore, WBNX, New York; J. R. Poppele, MBS, 
New York; Charles A. Wall, NBC, New York. 

Labor committee—J. J. Boyle, WJAR, Providence: 
I. R. Lounsberry, WGR, Buffalo; Samuel R. Rosenbaum, 
WFIL, Philadelphia; Fred Borton, WQAM, Miami: H. 
W. Slavick, WMC, Memphis; Leo J. Fitzpatrick, WJR, 


Smith, 


Detroit; W. E. Hutchinson, WAAF, Kearney; Clarence 
T. Hagman, WTCN, finneapolis; William B. Way, 
WVOO, Tulsa; Kern Tips, KPRC, Houston; Ralph R. 
Brunton, KJBS, San Francisco; Lewis Allen Weiss, 
KHJ, Los Angeles; (Members from Districts 4, 7, 14 
and 17 not yet appointed). 

Legislative committee—John A. Kennedy, WBLK, 
Clarksburg, chairman; Campbell Arnoux, WTAR, Nor- 
folk; Waiter J. Brown, WSPA-WORD, Spartanburg; 
Harry C. Butcher, WJSV, Washington; Edwin W. Craig, 
WSM, Nashville; William H. Dolph, WOL, Washington; 
John Elmer, WCBM, Baltimore; Mark Ethridge, WHAS, 
Louisville; Frank M. Russell, WRC, Washington; Theo- 
dore C. Streibert, WOR, New York. 

NAB committee of cooperation between press, radio 
and bar—Neville Miller, NAB, Washington, chairman; 
Harry C. Butcher, WJSV, Washington; Lou G. Cald- 
well, Washington; Philip G. Loucks, Washington; Frank 
M. Russell, Washington. 

Research committee—W. J. Scripps, WWJ, Detroit, 
chairman; Hugh M. Beville, Jr.. NBC; Arthur B. 
Church, KMBC, Kansas City, Mo.; James D. Shouse, 
WLW, Cincinnati; Dr. Frank N. Stanton, CBS; Theo- 
dore C, Streibert, MBS; Lee B. Wailes, KYW, Phila- 
delphia; J. W. Woodruff, Jr.. WRBL, Columbus, Ga. 
(Neville Miller, NAB, Washington; Paul F. Peter, NAB, 
Washington, ex-officio. ) 


Sales Managers Division—William Malo, WDRC, 


Hartford; Charles Phillips, WFBL, Syracuse; Griffith | 
MacKay, | 


Thompson, KYW, Philadelphia; Norman 
WQAM, Miami; Vernon Anderson, WJBO, Baton 
Rouge; D. A. Brown, WHIO, Dayton; W. W. Behrman, 
WBOW, Terre Haute; Kar] Koerper, KMBC, Kansas 
City, Mo.; Barney Lavjn, WDAY, Fargo; Ellis Atte- 


berry, KCKN, Kansas City, Kans.; Jack Keasler, | 


KGNC, Amarillo; W. E. Wagstaff, KDYL, Salt Lake 


City; Wilt Guzendorfer, KSRO, Santa Rosa; Harry W. | 
Bright, KFPY, | 


Witt, KNX, Los Angeles; Arthur 
Spokane, Wash. (Members from Districts 4 and 9 not 
yet appointed.) 

Sales managers’ steering committee—E. Y. Flannigan, 
WSPD, Toledo, chairman; Ellis Atteberry, KCKN, 
Kansas City, Kans.; Charles Caley, WMBD, Peoria; 


Eugene Carr, WGAR, Cleveland; Willard Egolf, KVOO, 


Tulsa; Craig Lawrence, KRNT, Des Moines. 

Wage and Hour committee—Jgseph L. Miller, NAB, 
Washington; William Dolph, WOL, Washington: C. T. 
Lucy, WRVA, Richmond; Clair R. McCollough, WGAL, 
Lancaster. (One additional member to be appointed.) 


an added holiday gesture 

Both WBAL and WFBR sold the 
New Year’s Eve 11:30 p.m. to 3 a.m 
stretch to Gunther’s Brewery, as 
WCAO made a similar deal with 
Globe Brewery. Hour of Christmas 
Eve carol singing, traditionally spon- 
sored by Sherwood Bros. Oil & Gaso- 
line Co. over WFBR, is taking in the 
Maryland Coverage network this sea- 
son with WBOC, Salisbury; WFMD, 
Frederick, and WJEJ, Hagerstown, 
tieing in. 

WBAL: Meadowgold Ice Cream, 
through Leon Golnick, 12. spots; 
Brooks-Price Motors Co., through the 
Fox Agency, two spots weekly; Hub 
Furniture Co., via Henry J. Kauf- 
man Co., 101 one-minute spots; Koes- 
ter’s Bakery picked up 15 more 


‘Streamlined Fairytales’ transcrip- 
tions, via Carroll Jones agency; Gun- 
ther Brewing Co., New Year’s Eve 


four-hour stretch, via Ruthrauff & 
Ryan. 

WCAO: Globe Brewery (Ar V 
Beer), New Year’s Eve, 11:30 p.m. to 
3 a.m. strip, through Jos. Katz 

WFBR: Pillsbury Flour, through 
Hutchinson Adv. of Minneapolis, nine 
announcements a week on ‘Every 
Woman’s Hour’ and ‘Studio Party’ 
participating airings as well as chain 
breaks; Bulova Watch, renewed 
through Biow Co., 25 spots a week 
for a year: Sherwood Bros. (gas and 
oil) bought Christmas Eve hour of 
|carols via Van Sant, Dugdale, to be 
fed Maryland Coverage network 
(WBOC, WFMD, WJEJ): Gunthe! 
| Brewing Co., through Ruthrauff & 
| Ryan, New Year’s Eve 11:30 p.m. to 
3 a.m. stretch. 
|| Dec. 21 Compared to Dec. 14 





|Network Local National Total 
| Units Units Spot Units Units 
| 9,055 4.937 1,678 15.670 
| 9,146 4,891 1,712 15,749 
| —1% 0.9% —2% —0.5' 

| (Included: WBAL, WCAO, WCSM 


WEFBR) 
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SFO Nixes Accounts As Xmas 
Loads Skeds; Frisco Units Steady 








| SEATTLE DISAPPOINTS 


Holiday Biz Not Up to Expectations 
—Local Gains Small 


San Francisco, Dec. 24. 
With the holiday period kayoing 
normal biz routine, KSFO was in the 
unique position of turning 
sponsors this week. At Seattle, Dec. 24. 
firms seeking time on the 100% sold | Although local units made a smal] 
Galen Drake housewives show sought | climb the week before Christmas, 
to contract for the first open periods, holiday biz here was not up to ex- 
which will show up oe pectations. 
‘ : < “0 acts | —$$—$—$——____ 
ee an ios brn of starting | Dec. 21 Compared to Dee. 14 


down 


least two 





date, however, so papers have been! Network Local National Total 
drawn but not signed. Started as an| Units Units Spot Units Units 
experiment last May, show has ex: | 5.735 10.363 778 16.876 
panded to two 30-minute slots daily 5 830 10.256 761 16.847 
and is blocked from further exten- —1.6% 41% 1990 0.2% 
sion by commercials at both ends. (Included: KIRO, KOL. KRSC) 


DES MOINES 
STILE LAZY 


Des Moines, Dec. 24. 


Drake works without script; liquor, | 
tobacco and similar accounts are 
barred, and products must meet the 
approval of a jury of 50 housewives 
before being accepted for sponsor- 
ship. Enjoys a 90% renewal record. 

KROW is blasting from | 
speakers atop the 16-story Oakland 
city hall and 13-story Carillon hotel 
three hours nightly. Manager Phil | 
Lasky got a quick brushoff when he | 
canvassed merchants for financial as- 
sistance, but installed the equipment 


carols 


Units here show little sign of life, 


anyway, piping music sans ads. 0-0’. qyiders 
Within 24 hours merchants decided COMUNUINE the inaction of the past 
they wanted in on the deal and few weeks. National spot copped the 
1 Vv < “ aa «< * 


only gain, and that a small one. 
WHO: Smith Bros., through R. J. 
Potts & Co., 117 65-word announce- 
ments, three a week: Spohn Medical 
Co. ‘Udder-Aid), through Critchfield 
& Co., 39 200-word announcements, 
three a week: Industrial Training In- 
stitute, through James R. Lunke & 
Associates, two periods of five min- 
utes each: Household Magazine. 


promised co-op next year. 

First basketball sponsorship by 
Tidewater Associated Oil started this 
week (23) with a series of 23 games 
skedded for airing by KROW and a 
similar series on KQW. Lord & 
Thomas set the deal. 

John B. Hughes ‘News and Views,’ 
sponsored three nights weekly by 
Sal Hepatica, has picked up a year's 


pay ride. for the other three nights through Presba, Fellers & Presba, 12 
on the KRFC-Don Lee web. New _ Periods of five and 10 minutes each, 

iw <« a ale ¢ 2rYry c 1 FaliaAa’: . 7 
bankroller is Blackstone Aspirin, Six a week, ‘Jerry and Zelda’; Hartz 


Mountain Products, through Geo. H 
Hartman Co., 26 periods of 15 min- 


making its first effort to crack the 


Coast market. 


Golden State Theatres circuit has Utes each, ‘Master Radio Canaries’; 
shifted its trailer-deal tieup from American Dairy Association, through 
KSFO to KFRC. Station gets trail- Lord & Thomas, 165 30-word an- 


nouncements, five a week; Peter Fox 
Brewing Co., through Schwimmer & 
Scott, five-minute programs, four a 
week: D. L. Clark Co., through Albert 
P. Hill Co., 10 periods of one minute 
each, five a week; L. Ginsberg & 
Sons, through Lessing Adv., 300 or 
more 30-word announcements, as 
scheduled (renewal); Peters Hatch- 
ery, through Coles, Inc., 132 periods 
of 15 minutes each, six a week, ‘Jerry 
and Zelda,’ and 39 or more 15-minute 
farm news, three times a week; 
Western Grocer Co., through Cool- 
idge Adv., 312 periods of 15-minute 
news, six a week (renewal): Folger 
Coffee Co., through Lord & Thomas, 
260 periods of 15 minutes each, five a 
week, ‘Judy and Jane’ (renewal): 
Compagnie Parisienne, Inc., through 


ers in at least a dozen houses in re- 
turn for a daily five-minute resume 
of current attractions. 

KROW: Truman Co. (morticians), 
through Ryder & Ingram, Oakland, 
30-minute transcriptions of Dickens’ 
‘Christmas Carol’; Tidewater Asso- 
ciated Oil, through Lord & Thomas, 
23 basketball games. 

KSFO: American Chicle (for Black 
Jack), through Badger, Browning & 
Hersey, 32 one-minute spots; Bekins 
Van & Storage, through Brooks Adv., 
six spots weekly, 52 weeks (renewal); 
Fred Benioff (furs), through Segall 
Adv., 28 weekly, 52 weeks; 
California Prune & Apricot Growers 
Assn., through Long Adv., six par- 
ticipations weekly, 13 weeks, Galen 
Drake; Drs. Campbell (dentists), 
through Rufus Rhoades, 21. spots Northwest Radio Adv., eight periods 
weekly, 52 weeks: Chrysler Corp. Of five minutes, four a week; Skelly 
(for Dodge). through Ruthrauff & | Oil Co., Henri, Hurst & Mc- 
Ryan, eight one-minute spots: Chr: Donald six programs per week, 15 
ler Corp. & Subsidiaries, through minutes each, ‘Captain Horne’; Bayer- 
J. Stirling Getchell, 52 or more spots, Semesan Co., through 
52 weeks: Chrysler Corp (for Plym- Koch Co., 26 100-word announce- 
outh), through Getchell, 12 ments, 

Colonial Dames. Inc.. through Gla through Federal Adv., 26 periods of 
ser Adv.. 13 spots: Compagnie Paris- 15 minutes each, two a week, ‘Answer 
jienne, through Northwestern Radio wal); Murphy Products 


Man’ 
‘ hrnueh Ceitchtel a 2 
Advertising, six pro- Co., through Critchfield & Co. 1: 


spots 


through 


Thom pson- 


spots six a week; General] Cigar Co 


(rene 


five-minute 


grams: Day-Nite Water Heater Co., periods of 30 minutes each, “Home on | 
through Hixson-O’Donnell, six spots | the Farn by wire from WDAY | 
weekly. 52 weeks: Folger Coffee, Fargo, N. D.: Industrial Training In- 


. ite ‘} ago throijch Tam > 
through Raymond Morgan, one quar- | Stitute, Chicago, hrough James R 


ter-hour weekly. 52 weeks Best Lunke & Associates ‘Ameri 
Buys’: General Motors. spots as or- Speaks,’ five-minute program once 
dered, 52 weeks: Hale Br: thers (de- | week: Grocers Wholesale Coopera- 
partment store). through Segall Adv tive, Inc., through Mitchell Fau 1 13 
13 spots: Hirsch & Kave (opticians), periods of 30 n utes eat W i 
through Long Adv., two spots: Lind- | quiz show, live talent: Ch er ( orp 
say Ripe Olive Co.. through Lord & | (Plymouth), thro igh J Stirh g 
Thomas, six participations weekly, 52 Getchell, 12 30- and 100 word 
weeks, Galen Drake: Moore's Cloth- | nouncement ‘ week: Farmer: 
ing. through Long Adv., five spots; Hybrid Corn Co., 100-word announce- 
National Funding Corp., through ments, three a week, direct: Standarc 
Smith & Bull. six 10-minute news- Oil of Indiana, through McCanr 
casts weekly, 52 weeks (renewal); Erickson, 156 periods of one minute 
Par Soap, through Thomaschke- each, six a week. 


Elliott, six participations weekly, 26 | Dec. 21 Compared ‘to Dec. 14 


weeks, Galen rake (renewal); ;}——— : z 
achpabeman Pees, direct, one five- Network Local National Total 
minute newscast weekly, 13 weeks;| Units Units Spot Units Units 
Southern Pacific Railroad, through 8.176 3.156 3.181 14.513 
Lord & Thomas, 34 spots; Standard 8.310 3.203 3,166 14.679 
Reverages (par-t-pak), through Emil —~1.6% or — 5° o +0 5 a —1.1% 
Reinhardt, 65 spots; J. L. Tuttle Co. (In@iuded: KRNT, KSO, WHO) 7 
{cottage cheese). through Reinhardt.|~ a 

three spots weekly, 52 weeks: U. S. through Raymond Spector, three 


Playing Card Co., through J. Walter | quarter-hours weekly, 52 weeks 


Thompson, five one-minute spots ‘John B. Hughes News and Views.’ 
weekly. seven weeks. | Dec. 21 Compared to Dec. 14 

KFRC: Lydia Pinkham Co.. Soiyerk Local National Total 
through Erwin. Wasey, 52 one-minute Units Units Spot Units Units 
spots: Standard Beverages. through | 11.485 3991 2 369 17.845 
Emil Reinhardt, six spots; Transport 11.410 4.012 2.366 17.788 
Motors. through Stack-Gobel, 19 06% O5% L0.1% 0.3% 
spots; Hirsch & Kaye. through Long pL canatol KI Rt KGO, KJBS, KPO, 
Adv., two spots; Blackstone Aspirin, KSFO) 


‘DKA COUNTS ITS 


NEWER BLESSINGS 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 24. 


New biz reported last week by 
Westinghouse station KDKA fol- 
lows: 


| North Am. Accident Ins. Co., five- | 
min spot three times weekly for 13 


wks., through Franklin Bruck. 

Piso Co., station breaks five times 
weekly for 17 wks., through Lake 
Spiro Shurman. 

Vick Chemical, 50 one-min anncts. 


five times weekly, through Morse 
Int'l. 
Luden’s Inc., 180 evening anncts. | 


to March 1, through J. Mathes 
Pittsburgh Brewing, 15-min mu- 

sical show once weekly for 52 wks, 

through Smith, Hoffman & Smith. 


Oito Milk Co., time anncts. daily 


for 52 wks, ahrough W. S. Hill. 


Braun Baking, 15-min show five 
times weekly for 26 wks, through 


W. E. Long. 

Potter Drug & Chemical, 12 
anncts. weekly for 52 wks, through 
Atherton & Currier. 

F. Ad. Richter, two 1-min accts. 
weekly for four months, through H. 
J. Kastor. 

K. A. Hughes, 
for 13 wks., 
Browning. 

Stand. Vitamin, 26 participations 
in Shopping Circle, through Al Paul 
Lefton. 

Cleveland Co-Op Stove 
newal of quarter-hour 
Musical Clock for 
Lang Fisher & Kirk 

Clearfield Taxidermy Co., 13 par- 
ticipations on dates to be agreed 


= 


two anncts. weekly 
through Badger & 


Co., re- 
weekly on 
13 wks., through 


upon, direct. 

Phillips Packing, station breaks 
five times weekly for 13. wks., 
through Aitkin-Kynett. 

Dr. Ellis Sales, annct. participa- | 


tions in Shopping Circle to May 29, 
through Smith, Hoffman & Smith. 
Fort Pitt Bedding, once weekly 
Shopping Circle participation to Feb. 
26, through Smith, Hoffman & Smith. 
Duquesne Brewing, renewal of 15- 
min. sports show to Jan. 24 and 
quarter-hour musical show once 
weekly to May 30, through Walker 
& Downing. 
Phiia. Co.. station break six times 
weekly for 39 wks., direct. 
Bristol-Myers, one-min annct. six 
times weekly for 52 wks., through 
Young & Rubicam. 


Kroger Co., ‘Linda's First Love’ 
and ‘Editor’s Daugh@r,’ each five | 
times weekly, to Feb. 6, through 


Ralph H. Jones. 

American Chicle, renewal one-min. 
annct. six times weekly to April 5, 
through Badger & Browning. 

John Morrell Co., five-min. Home 
Forum and Shopping Circle partici- 
pations, one on each weekly, for 26 
wks., through Henri Hurst 
Donald. 


Michael Arlen’s short-story group, 


‘These Charming People,’ provide 
an air-vehicle in adaptation of ‘When 
the Nightingale Sang in Berkeley 


Square.” Title from back in the 
has just 


heels of pop song. 


L. A. National 


20's 


been uncovered—on the 


Los Angeles, Dec 24 
spot and cal units fell 
ff ere tnis tl € he fo € osing 
26.9 he latte 2.2 Bulk of the 
é { fic came fy: ‘ 
me few ¢ rte half- 
r ir sn thre { er ¢ 
otal. 
KFI: Chrysler Corp., 12 50-word 
and 100 - word announcement 
through J. Stirling Getchell; Smart 


( 
& Final Co., 39 half hour programs, 
‘Johnny Murray Talks It Over,’ 
through Heintz, Pickering; National 
Funding Corp., 208 15-minute news- 
casts: Western Federal Savings & 
Loan Ass'n, seven 50-word = an- 
nouncements, through Elwood Rob- 
inson, Jr.: Guaranty Union Life In- 
surance Co., 52 one-minute pro- 
grams, through Stodel Adv. 
KECA: Guaranty Union 
surance Co., 52 15-minute pr 
through Stodel Adv.: C. H. Baker & 
Co., 26 50-word announcements, 
through Sidney Garfinkel; Occiden- 
tal Life Insurance Co., 13 one-half 
hour programs, ‘School Kids Kwiz,’ 
through Heintz, Pickering. 
KFWB: Listenwalter & Gough 

] program, ‘Beam 


Life In- 


rams, 


Inc., one half-hour 
of Light,’ through Cecil Noble Adi 


& Mc-| 


Spot Slides 25.97; 
Union Life Ins. 


N. Y. Theatres Lure Xmas Trade 
Via the Airways; Total Off 0.27, 


Not much spirit in the New York 
| figures this week, with both national 
spot and total units in the red and 
jlocal biz showing a gain of only 
0.4%. 

WHN: Davega-City Radio, Inc., 
through Moser & Cotins, 23 spot an- 





10 Red-Headed Girls 


Columbia, S. C., Dec. 24. 
Day before WIS became the 
local release for the NBC-red_ | 
station spotted 10 girls with red 





hair and dressed in white gowns | NOuncements. : 

and red capes at various im- | WINS: Janssen Piano Co., Inc., di- 

portant downtown corners and rect, 48 one-minute announcements. 

had them distribute red carna- | WMCA: Community Opticians 7- 

tions. Dollar Eye Glasses Manhattan Corp., 
Each girl also wore a chest | 13-week renewal of complete con- 

ribbon with the legend, ‘WIS- tract on WMCA; Music Box and 


Lyceum Theatres, through Kayton- 
Spiero, 10 announcements; Manhat- 
tan Center, direct, two-week con- 
tract for programs featuring Zeke 
Manners; Roxy Theatre, through 
Kayton-Spiero, 11 announcements. 


' AMBLE || Dec. 21 Compared to Dec. 14 | 
Netwerk Lecal National Total 


NBC Red Network—the Network 
Most People Listen to Most— 
Columbia, S. C., 5,000 watts 560 
k.c.’ 











Units Units Spot Units Units 
195 11,512 8,510 20,217 
T0 ( 8 GAIN 195 11,468 8,594 20,257 
° 0 . 0.4% —0.9% —0.2% 
es *No change. 

(Included WHN, WMCA, WNEW, 

Chicago, Dec. 24. WQXR) 

WBBM: Andes Candies, Inc., time - 
signal announcements, through Mc- 


Junkin agency: Quaker Oats Co., five 
minutes six times weekly for Aunt 


Cincy Dept. Store 


Jemima Pancake Flour, through} Ai F hi Sho 
Sherman K. Ellis; Murphy Auto! Is as on W 
Sales, 15 ninutes on Sundays, 


through Dave Bennett agency. 

WIND: Melody Mill Ballroom, 15) 
minutes nightly on ‘Night Watch’| 
program six times weekly; William 
A. Lewis Credit Corp., three spot 
announcements weekly for 26 weeks, 
through tciwitch & Wittenberg; 


From Hotel Nitery 


Cincinnati, Dec. 24. 
Renewal on WSAI by Alms and 
Doepke, department store, of its 
second 13-week stretch of daily 15- 


. minute ‘* >§ ’ Mi 
Weyers, Inc., special Christmas an- ute “Vogues and Values pro 
incement campaign: Peoples ®'2™S. conducted by Rita Hackett, 
C 2m ‘ ] : s 7 . . ‘ 
saabnc xe a nen ai was prominent in last week’s time 
ardware, specia istmas . 
nounce mat nt cam QaigY sales for local accounts. Same sta- 
10u se 4 *Z waign. 


: tion carrie S “ic 30-mi 
WiSa a2 Ling-Belt Co.., station irried a speciale 30-minute 


“oadcas P i“ 
break announcements four times broadcast for the H. & S. Pogue de 
veekly, through Behl & Waldie partment store that was unique. 
weesty, Sees ¥ ; Stanza originated in the Netherland 

WMAQ: John Morrell & Co. 10, 7..0%8 Orie i - eo emeree 
minutes six times weekly, renewed | | — wens s Pavillon Caprice, 
for 52 weeks through Henri, Hurst swank nitery, during the Saturday 


afternoon lull. 


& McDonald: Wieboldt Stores, 30 : : — customers were 
£ < : R > 
minutes five times weekly on Musi- | ®¥& AP ipesied — tails and model 
cal Clock. renewed for 52 weeks, | Showed women’s dress pretties. 
through Needham, Louis & Brorby;! 0cal accounts showed the only 
Wilson & Co five minutes six advance last week, when total sales 


reflected week-before-Christmas ad- 


times weekly, renewed for 13 weeks, Ara . 
vertising drop in web and spot di- 


through United Stafes agency; 


Schoenhofen-Edelweiss Co., five min-| V/S!ONS. — in 2 
utes five times weekly, through WKRC took on new spot biz for 
Western agency }Ohio Gunnison Co., Hollywood 


Beauty Shop, Meier’s Wine Cellars 


} . : 
and the Cooper Sound Service. 


| Dee. 21 Compared te Dec. 14. | 


Network 


Local National, Total | Dec. 21 Compared to Dec. 14 | 
henry pape oe Pays Network Local National Total 
pipe ed 11 " 97 187 | Units Units Spot Units Units 
9,885 6,20 ny ogc, | 9655 10,658 6,762 24,075 
03% +2.3% ree 6,835 10,533 6,866 24,234 

(Included: WBBM, WENR, WGN, WIND, a ain peat : al one 
WJIID, WLS, WMAQ) 2.6% + 1.2% —1.5% 0.7% 


ded WCPO WKROU, WLW WSAI) 
St. Louis 


* F 1 
Patsy Montana, hill- 
billy \ 


nly sneer formerly wh tie Sa- BEST XMAS. SINCE “29 
UPS DETROIT LOCAL 


inger 


Pappy Cheshire’s KMOX gang. 


Detroit, Dec. 14 
With some of the national spot 
business ducking out because of the 


easonal competition, Detroit caught 


” 
a drop in that category, balanced up 
uys a 10ns fairly evenly by network and local 
units 
: Network vaulted here, partially on 
the strength of two fights 


a! } " 
Local bu 


carried 
Greer-Robbins Co., 260 participation: 


iness still 
le “+ iy] ° ‘y2 q * nh ] 
in Tom Stoddard’s ‘Bridge School of 


during the week 


gathers additional strength from 


the Air,’ through Campbell Adv store accounts in a year which has 
KHJ: Sears, Roebuck, four 100 e¢ De n it est ( ng 
vord announcement tnrougn tne pree tt jume of topping 
Mayers Ce California Fruit Grow- | even the boom of ’29 
€ Exchange fc 100-word ar Nat | ot won't reflect much 
ements throug! Lord & 'more here for the rest of the ear 
I Musterole ( 20 one-min ec ctaft neentrated on the 
ite announcemen th igh Erv ¢ ption after Jan. ] 
Nasey sydia E ke Viedicine ° 
hs ro I ‘ : Dec. 21 Compared to Dec. 14 
oO one-minute announcement - 
‘el : , om . Networ Local National ota 
through Erwin, Wasey; The May sy k * ats "ie To l 
ee 2 2n - if : Units Units Spot Units Units 
( ompany, JV 309 OI 100-word an- | oe i ae . en 
- me Tae | 9,635 12,052 4.645 26,332 
nouncements or one-minute tran- j ted “4 
Sag , ’ Ee 9,375 11,925 4.825 26,152 
scriptions, through Milton Weinberg: 9 ge 08% i he 07% 
‘ederal Ou ting Co., 5 5-mi e =e re ~V.0 —vd.l / +i 
Federal Outfitting Co., 52 15-minute (included: CKLW. WSJPBK. WIR. WMBC, 


| 


programs, ‘Radio Charades,’ through WW, WXYZ) 
Heintz, Pickering. —— 


KNX: Western Federal Savings - bees : 
and Loan Ass'n, eight 10-minute pro-. W ebster, WCAE Spieler, 
To Run WCED, DuBois, 


grams, through Elwood J. Rebinson 
Co.; May Company, 52 100-word an- 


nouncements, through Milton Wein- Pittsburgh, Dec. 24. 
berg. | Bob Webster, announcer at WCAE, 
~ Dec. 24 Compared to Dec. 17. || has resigned his post there to be- 
; ; - come general manager of WCED, a 
Network Local National Total jew station in DuBois, Pa. He leaves 
— peor oe ae here first of year for preliminary 
ae toa? gas. as'oay | Work ca WCE.), which will go on 
<_< evens ges dy the ai: February, operating fu 
+4.3% —12.2% 269%  —SA%\4 2: O80 watts 
(Ur ’ RECA, 7 KFWB KHJ \ His successor at WCAE not named 
4 
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RADIO REVIEWS 


VARIETY 





‘HIDDEN STARS’ 

With Orrin Tucker, Bonnie Baker, 
Jack Bartell, The 
Quartet 

Band, Songs 

30 Mins. 


VITAMIZED YEASTFOAM' TAB- 
LETS 
Sunday, 5:30 p.m. 
WJIZ-NBC, New York 
(Stack-Goble) 
About the only thing which dis- 


tinguishes this session from a straig 
dance music program is the inclu- 
sion of the ‘discovery angle.’ This 
one duplicates the semi-amateur 
twist which Al Pearce has been ex- 
ploiting on his Camel show this sea- 
son. Both programs credit the origin 
of their talent ‘finds’ to stations in 
the smaller communities. 

Since the ‘discovery’ consumes but 
a negligible fraction of the half hour, 
the task of corraling listeners is en- 
tirely that of Orrin Tucker and Bon- 
nie Baker, and the job they turned 
in for the initial chapter (15) must 
have clicked nicely with the dancing 
generation to which the product is 
apparently directing its main appeal. 
The orchestral numbers were neatly 
balanced and varied, even though 
there was nothing of sock quality in 
the collection. 

For Tucker and Miss Baker it’s 
their first commercial outlet, except- 


sht 


ing the brief series they did on the! 


Lucky Strike Hit parade, and as far 
as Miss Baker is concerned, much 
will depend in the future on the abil- 
ity to find material which blends 
with that wispy little treble of hers. 
She did two on the opening pro- 


Bodyguards | 


| (CHARLIE AND JESSIE’ 


with Donald Cook, Florence Lake, 
Nelson Case. 

15 Mins. 

CAMPBELL SOUP 


|M-W-F, 11 a.m. 


WARC-CBS, New York 
(Wheelock) 

From characters 
situation several of 


basic 
‘Short, 


the 
of 


and 
his 





its 
| hard-punching sort, but Nelson Case | 


|Short Story’ programs for the same 


‘sponsor, Red Cooper has written this 
click comedy series as a_ replace- 


ment in the lla.m. spot on CBS for! 


Campbell Soup. Show is deftly 
scripted, skillfully produced and di- 
rected and persuasively played. Only 
question of its success may be 
whether adult humor will appeal to 
dish-washers. For ‘Charlie and 
Jessie’ is essentially a night time 
show—and a good one. 

Donald Cook is Charlie, whose ac- 
tivities as star salesman for Bissell, 
Cartwright, Emerson and Speewack 
keep him so frantic he can’t get away 
for a honeymoon with his bride of 


seven wecks, Jessie, played by Flor- | 


ence Lake. Both are solidly plaus- 
ible and, by playing the funny lines 
and situations straight, accent their 
comedy. George Zachary's direction 
has crispness and fluency, with such 


,touches as the musical bridging and 
| other 
| italics 
Cooper's witty plot and characteers | 


whimsical 
Of course 


of music 
the story. 


uses 
to 


as 


are the foundation. | 
Campbell's commercials, plugging 
tomato juice, are the endless, 


makes them as palatable as possible. 


Hobe. 





gram, namely, ‘You’ve Got Me This | 


Way’ and ‘Billy,’ and it seemed that 
of the twosome the number that 
jelled effectively was the latter, an 


oldtimer which Tucker dug up and | 


recorded with her. Those respon- 
sible for the Yeastfoam series did ex- 
ercise good judgment in one in- 
stance, and that is by not having her 


do ‘Oh, Johnny, Oh,’ which by its | 
frequency of performance became an | 


earache some months ago. 

Jack Bartell, a crooner-type singer 
with a pleasing tenor, alternated with 
Miss Baker and Tucker himself on 
the vocals. The ‘discovery’ was a 16- 
year-old soprano, Betty Ann Lortch, 
who gave WMBD, Peoria. 


uncovered. She did quite well by 
‘Softly as the Morning Sunrise.’ 
sidering. that her training has a long 
way to go. 

Sales copy is chockful of vitamin 
mentions. uses by inference quota- 
tions from medical journals which 
have nothing to do with the product, 
includes the old wheeze. ‘Do you suf- 
fer from. etc., etc.” and speaks of 
‘results almost magical.’ Odec. 





JANET FLANNER (GENET) 
Book Talk 

10 Mins.—Local 

Sustaining 

Friday, 5 P. M. 

WQXR, New York 


Janet Flanner, who lived and jour- 
nalesed out of Paris for 29 vears, has 
returned to America. This was a 
one-time turn for the Leaf League 
of Women Voters’ program on New 


York Citv’s ‘high brow’ = station, 
WQXR. It served to prove that this 
woman of the world can spiel as 
well as scribble 

‘Christmas Books .for Thinking 
People’ was her theme And she 
wasn't slumming. ‘Like a heron rises 
out of the water’ was one phrase 


And that’s something on the radio at 
5 p.m., just when. figuratively, Dick 
Rover is chasing the fifth columnists 
in a motor boat through the Panama 


Canal on onv ordinary radio station. 
But WQXR isn’t an ordinary station. 
Nor is Miss Flanner. 

Charlotte Seitlin, of Simon & 
Schuster. has described Miss Flan- 
ner’s voice as ‘nitched in a register 
slight!y north of the Tallulah Bank- 
head line.” The ladies will perhaps 
excuse the gentlemen but two 
VARIETY guys listened at the same 
time (a formidable combination— 
two VARIETY guys) and the Bank- 
head comparison isn’t shared Miss 
Flanne Dorothy Thompson—the 
same crisp, cut-off phras ng, the same 
knows-he tuff of authority. But 
above all the vocal timbre is simi- 
lar. Remarkably so 

A vivid person Land 


‘PICK YOUR PRICE’ 
With Gren Rand 
Theatre Quiz 
30 Mins.—TLocal 
NU-PRESSURE OIL 
Wednesday, 6:30 P.M. 
WABY, Aibany 

New show, from Warners’ Strand, 
is another variation of ‘Dr. I. Q.,’ 
upon which there has been superim- 
posed a type of ‘luck’ element re- 
cently added as a spicer to many 
quizzes. One different touch as- 
signment of young women to rov- 
ing mikes. Other is a stage board 
with covered numbers. Sounded 
bad on occasion caught when winner 
of top sum was a Nu-Pressure 
dealer. 

Dick Hartigan manipulates solo- 
vox for musical queries (all in PD 


1s 


on debut! and signon-off tuning. 
Harry Goldman, WABY-WOKO 
Sales manager, handles board. Ini- 
tial broadcast received, at 7:30, a 15- 


minute buildup—mainlv plugging 
new product and backpatting officers 


(area men) 

Program, which pays liberal prizes 
(for Alb ) i t moments, but 
te O ) Jaco: 


as the sta- | 
tion through which her talents were | 


con. | 


‘PLOT TO OVERTHROW CHRIST-| 


MAS’ 


With Karl Swenson, Eric Burroughs, | 


Martin Gabel, Ray Collins, Sidney 


Smith, Neil O’Malley, Louis Van | 


Rooten, Reynolds Evans, Irene 
Winston, Everett Sloane 

| 30 Mins. 

Sustaining 


Sunday, 10:30 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York. 
This whimsical poetic fantasy by 


Norman Corwin was done two years | 
sustaining series, | 


ago on his CBS 
‘Words without Music.’ An imagina- 
|tive and humorous play in 
of Ogden Nash off-balance verse, it 
made enchanting listening as a pre- 
Christmas repeat Sunday night (22) 
on ‘Columbia Workshop.’ Corwin 
flew in from a Coast scripting as- 
signment to direct it. 

Idea of the piece is that a gang 
of the really dastardly villains of 
all time gather in Hell to decide on 
a way to overthrow the tradition of 
Christmas, which brings so much joy 
on earth With a narrator called 


Sotto Voce offering goofy comment. | 


Mephisto chairmans the session at- 
tended by Nero, Hayman, Ivan the 
Terrible, Caligula, Simon Legree and 
Lucrezia Borgia. After some raucous 
|} name-calling and dire name-ealling, 
| Nero is sent to the North Pole to 
{bump off Santa Claus.. In the only 
| serious bit of the sketch, Santa ex- 
plains to Nero what Christmas really 
;means. Comonletely softened. Nero 
promises to reform and is given a 
Stradivarius to fiddle while his col- 
leagues down in Hell presumably 
burn. 

Number of 
sound effects 
Casting also 
all the voices 
at the same time immediately 
nizable Karl Swenson as 
Voce. Erie Burroughs as Nero. Mar- 
tin Gabel the Devil Everett 
|; Sloane as a southern-accented Simon 
Legree and Rav Cr 
stood out. 


eloquently wacky 
helped 
was a vital factor, 


were ‘characters’ 


as 
and 
recog- 


Sotto 
as 


lins 


It was the kind of thing only radio 
can do—and that radio can 79 so 
brilliantly. Hobe. 


DICK GILBERT 

With Merle Pitt Orch 
Variety 

15 Mins.; Mon.-Sat., 11:30 a.m. 


WNEW, New York 

Following Martin Block’s morning 
Make-Believe Ballroom hour, con- 
sidered. the choicest groove on 
WNEW, comes Dick Gilbert with a 
new Monday-through-Saturday quar- 
ter hour from 11:30 a.m. Backed by 
Merle Pitt and his Five Shades of 
Blue, house orchestra, Gilbert in 
suave style gives out with ‘swing 
low sweet rhvthm,’ which he calls 
‘relaxed and righteous m a new 
kind of blues, jazz and subtle swing,’ 
to distinguish it from the cacaphon- 


ous 

Besides being a band 
preter, Gilbert has a nice, un- 
conventional baritone, warbling 
‘Dream Valley’ and ‘If I Had You.’ 
He’s a former vaudevillian, now a 
newspaperman, who also conducts 
1.0.U. auiz show on WEVD which. 
with this six-a-day stint, gives Gil- 
bert some sort of distinction as be- 
ing the only person to write and 
emcee a live show on the air seven 
times a week. 
in its 29th week or so. 
Come-on for this WNEW entry 
a prize award for the best title to 
the program which is marked by an 
easy style, punctuating the straight 
instrumenta] renditions with perti- 
nent remarks such reference to 
Artie Shaw's vestervear ‘Beguine’ 
and now his ‘Frenesi’: or the fact 
that when the Duke of Windsor was 
a carefree Prince of Wales in a for- 
merly wntroubled world his fave was 
‘If I Had You,’ whereunon Gilbert 
vocally interprets the lyrics to show 
why 


Quart 


style inter- 


also 


is 


is 


ac 
as 


er hour is a smooth 


ion 
Abel, 


a kind | 


enormously. | 


as Santa all | 
Others were also credible. | 


The WEVD quizzer | 


‘THE CORN IS GREEN’ 

With Ethel Barrymore, Emlyn Wil- 
liams, Mrs. Emlyn Williams, Her- 
man Shumlin, Richard Waring, 
chorus 

20 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Tuesday, 11:30 p.m. 

WOR-MBS, New York 
Originally conceived merely as an 

exploitation stunt for ‘The Corn Is 


Green,’ at the National, N. Y., this 
two-way trans-Atlantic broadcast 
Tuesday night (17) of last week be- 
came, through various. intangible 
factors, an affecting experience for 
the listener. Even more moving 
than the excerpts from the play 
were the heart-breaking impromptu 
conversations between 
Emlyn Williams in London and his 
wife in New York. 

Program opened with the Wil- 
'liamses, who had not seen or talked 
ito each other since she brought their 
two boys to the U. S. last July, ex- 
changing greetings, with Mrs. Wil- 
liams telling her husband about the 
children and he describing the bomb 
damage to their home, and finally 
with his reminder of what he had 
told her in a cable—to enjoy the 
play’s success in New York ‘for both 
of us.” Then the playwright was 
‘introduced’ to Ethel Barrymore, star 
of ‘Corn’ in New York, and with 
her played the enkindling closing 
scene of the play's first act. 

Miss Barrymore asked Williams 
about the present state of the thea- 
| tre in England and then ‘introduced’ 
i|him to Herman Shumlin, producer- 
director of the Broadway edition of 
‘Corn,’ after which Richard Waring, 
who plays the part in New York 
that Williams created originally in 
London. Next Miss Barrymore and 
Waring played a scene from the 
'third act, after which there were a 
few more brief greetings and the 
program closed with another touch- 
ing conversation between the Wil- 
liamses. 

Of course much of the effective- 
ness of the show was due to the 
| situation’s emotional overtones. But 
also it was a tastefully and skillfully 
prepared program, involving 
extraordinary difficulties. Idea was 
originally suggested by Sol Jacob- 
son, an assistant to Richard Maney, 
the play’s press agent. Ann Honey- 
cutt, WOR producer and writer, put 
the script together and wrote what 
continuity there was in advance. 
| Alvin Josephy, of the special fea- 
tures division, and Adolph Opfinger, 
Mutual program manager, worked 
out the technical details, which were 
handled by cable. Stanza caused so 
much favorable comment that a 
recording of it was rebroadcast over 
WOR locally Sunday afternoon (22). 

Hobe. 


n 
ai 


‘LET’S PRETEND’ 
Christmas Carol 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Saturday, 12:30 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 


| For the eighth successive year, 
Nila Mack’s ‘Let’s Pretend,’ a Christ- 
mas Carol for children was pre- 


sented Saturday (21) over CBS. The 
| program continues to have an im- 
|mense following, and for good rea- 


son, for although it waxes senti- 
mental in its presentation of the 
travels of ‘Good Will’ and the child 
‘Love’ through the ‘House of the 
World,’ it carries a punch that is 
Simple enough to be effective with 
children, and to cause their elders 


to pause and think. 

The fairy tale tells of ‘Gooc Will’ 
the child ‘Love,’ and 
the very natures 


| meeting 
through 


greed, selfishness, intolerance, and 
| poverty as presented in skits for 
each. The very simplicity of the 


strongest point, especially in this, the | 


| 

ates . : 

| writing and acting is the programs 
} 

| 


Christmas season 





‘LETTERS OF DOOM’ 
with Francis Urry 
Dramatic 

30 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 

Thursday, 10:30 p.m. 
KSL. Salt Lake City. 

Opening with the deep tones of an 
Oriental gong. a crack of lightning. 
and music a la mysterioso, ‘Letters 
of Doom’ sustains the beginning mood 


experily throughout the half-hour 
tanza. Stories are of rarying 
length running from several weeks 
to a two-shot. All’consist of drama- 
tizations of unusual cases which have 


been solved by Roger Gordon, track- 
er-downer of the guiltv. Everything 
is used that might add to the sus- 
pense and air of mystery—stealthy 
footsteps, slamming doors, screams, 
ete. But skillfully. 

Story just finishing is ‘The Eve of 
| the Cobra,’ with the locale in deep- 
est jungles of Burma, where Roger 
|Gordon has gone to recover 
| sacred eye of the cobra (an invalu- 
able emerald), from native temples. 
Consuls, half-breeds, natives and 
slippery American soldiers of fortune 


were all featured in the session 
caught and the going was plenty | 
tough. 


Series is scripted by Gladys Wag- 
staff Pinney. KSL Players are used, 
under direction of Parley Baer, in- 
cluding Francis Urry, Lynn MecKin- 


lay. LaVerne Stallings, Wayne Rich- | 


ards, Carl Grayson, Joe Shaw, Dick 
Keddington and Scott Clawson. Gene 
Hallidav at the organ provid the 
wraieal background. June, 


playwright | 


| aboard 


of both, | 
successfully break down the walls of | 


the | 


Wednesday, December 25, 1910 


‘ALL SOLDIER SHOW’ 
From Fort Ord 

30 Mins.—Local 

Sunday, 7 p. m. 

KFRC, San Francisco. 

Spotty on talent, first Army show 
to air from Ford Ord, Monterey, gets 
by principally on novelty. Aired on 
Don Lee web with KDON, Monterey, 
originating in the afternoon, pro- 
gram gets a delayed wax release 
here at 7 p.m. through tieup with 
Frisco Examiner. 

Opening with ‘How I Hate to Get 
Up’ fanfare, draftees sound off with 
the 17th Infantry orchestra, a 100- 
voice male chorus, 16-voice Negro 
choir and soloists. Musically, there 
| was nothing outstanding on show 
caught except a piano soloist billed 
‘as Private Bob Singer who knocked 
| out a bit of Grieg in real style. 
Another private Lemar ‘Finiculi 
Finicula’ and ‘To Thee Country,’ 
revealing volume but not much else. 
| Cheral groups ran to ‘Adeste Fidelis’ 
| while the Negro choir tackled ‘Marie’ 
fm ‘Ain’t Gonna Study War No Mo.’ 
| 
| 





Most authentic highlight comes 
midway in a _ section tabbed the 
‘Rookie’s Letter Home.” Kid reads 
the missive just penned to his mom 
back on the farm, telling its joys 
and sorrows in getting acquainted 
with camp life. Had some good 
humorous touches in comment about 
a dog that got into firing range and 
unset practice, ete., although the 
n terial is all strongly reminiscent 
of ’17-'18. Wern. 





‘HAY RIDE’ 
With Dwight Butcher, Hattie Balley, 
Hank Penny 
30 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 
Friday, 10:30 p.m. 
WSB, Atlanta 
This is a WSB attempt to break 
away from traditional network dance 
band feeds. As heard, this one was 
just se-so in production but with 
group singing of old American bal- 
lads good. Show opened as the WSB 
barn dance gang set out on an 


imaginary trip across the state to 
some town with a _ historic back- 
ground. 


Dwight Butcher threw away the 
script in places and his ad-lib emcee- 
ing was, on the whole, funnier than 
the printed words. Copy runs to 
such honey chatter as ‘While-we-got- 
old-dobbin-going-how-about-a_ song, 
Hattie.’ Original note, and well done 
was inviting city officials to climb 
the hay wagon when the 
| touring WSBers reach their destina- 
tion. 

Warm Springs, Georgia, ‘second 
home’ of the President, was town 
honored on program caught and 
voices ghosting for mayor, fire chief, 
police chief, etc., weren’t bad. As 
an historic name, Warm Springs 
qualified but as a city strained the 
scripter’s imagination. Population of 
this thriving metropolis is 400 (Rand 
MeNaliy) and that includes patients 





town. 

All in all, ‘Hay Ride’ was accept- 
abe listening and a_ good local 
|} switchover from swing. When the 
|thin spots are padded this show 





should bear up well with its partners | 


in the late evening slot, which from 
left to right read: Sunday, ‘Chariot 
Wheels;’ Monday, ‘Home _ Folks;’ 


| ‘It Happened in Georgia;’ Thursday, 
‘Ballad Time in Dixie;’ Saturday, 
‘Barn Dance.’ 

Hank Penny stole the honors in 
| the singing division but three new- 
comers, Minnie, Martha, and Mattie 
Bailey will build listeners too. Ar- 
rangements a trifle spotty and stand- 
j; ard now. Jim, 


_ —_ 


| ‘SATURDAY JAMBOREE’ 

With Chet Gaylord, Kay Ivers, Jack 
Dalton, Hum and Strum, Salvy 
Cavicchio, Rakov Orchestra 

Songs, Music, Comedy 

30 Mins.—Local 

Saturdays, 6:30 p.m, 

WBZ, Boston 
Here is a program with some of 

| New England's finest talent, but lets 

| listeners down with so-so comedy 
| which could easily be dispensed 
|; with. Program-opener Chet Gay- 
|lord is one master of ceremonies 
who doesn’t talk too much. 
everything moving; also turns in fine 
robust baritoning on old songs. Jack 

Dalton, guitar-playing singing cow- 

boy, chants melodies of plains well 
Kay Ivers is real surprise both in 

reading script and as ballad singer. 

She has rare combination of excel- 

lent phrasing with exceptional qual- 

ity, and still doesn’t ape any leading 
femme singer’s style. 
Hum and Strum should stick 
their pleasing harmony duets 
forget forced humor. Salvy Cavic- 
|chio continues well-paced program 


to 


with marimba solo, ‘Dance of Come- | 


| dians,’ sounding as if dozen comics 
were tapping at same time and not 
| eee gg by mere technique of two 
| bands. 
| Although Rakov’s orchestra con- 
|sists of three trumpets, trombone, 
four saxes, accordion, string bass, 
guitar, piano, and maestro’s fiddle, 
no drums are used. Musical back- 
ing up gives vocalists definite lift, 
While instrumental numbers show 
unusually excellent taste in  ar- 
ranging, played by fine musicians—— 
with orchestra giving impression of 
| 20 to 25 men. 

Script has boys rivals for Kay 
Iver’s attention, with Rakov winning 


out amidst comic situations entirely | 


lacking in humor. Script definitely 
needs revision. However, show has 
many compensating good points 


‘ Pal. 


at the foundation, Not quite a boom | 


Tuesday, ‘Pan-America;’ Wednesday, | 


Keeps | 


and | 


BOONE COUNTY JAMBOREE 

With Lulu Bell and Scotty, Happy 
Hal O’Halloran, Drifting Pioneers 
(4), Lazy Jim Day, Girls of Golden 
West (2), Boone County Bucca- 
neers (6), Lafe Harkness, Merle 
Travis, Bob Collins, Jim Leonard, 
Daisy and Her Rangerettes (4), 
liugh Cross and His Radio Pals 
(5), Danny Slowfoot, Helen Diller, 
Pa and Ma McCormick, Novelty 
Aces (5), Clem and Maggie, Bus 
Barton. 

Rural Variety 

Two 30-Min Sessions 

PINEX 

Saturday, 8:30 and 10:30 p.m. 

WLW, Cincinnati 


(Russel M. Seeds) 


For the third season of WLW’s 
Saturday night hoedown opries, 
George C. Biggar, who supervises 
this division of Crosley’s talent staff, 
has rounded up capable people. To 
the acts already solid with the stxa- 
tion’s rural fans, he has added sey- 


eral new ones that are fast in 
clinching rooters. 
Stage-and-air shows originate in 


the 2,200 seat Emery auditorium, in 
downtown Cincy. Admish scale ig 
20-25-45-65 cents and turnaways are 
the rule. Walter ‘Hank’ Richards, 
scripter-producer, is assisted by Paul 
DeFur and Howard Chamberlain in 
the staging. First of two half-hour 
broadcasts is bankrolled by Pinex 
(cough syrup) for the second season, 
Second session is sustaining. 

Jim Leonard, who handles the 
blurb chores, entwines a rare and 
effective plug. Takes a hand mike 
into the audience and ad libs with 
one aisle-sitter on his or her ex- 
periences, if any, with Pinex cough 
syrup. Conversation usually brings 
out points about a family’s long ex- 
perience with the product. 

Happy Hal O'Halloran, m.c., keeps 
the acts moving in breezy tempo. 
Vocal and instrumental soloists and 
combinations, supplying the wide 
range of music popular with folks 
on the farm, in the mountains and 
scattered over plains, give off in 
original and special arrangements, 
Comedy entwined in the proceedings 
raises howls from spectators and 
also lands with dialers. Koll 








|‘WHAT’S THE ANSWER?’ 

| With Leston Faneuf 

| Quiz 

| 30 Mins.—Local 

| MARINE TRUST CO. 

| Sundays, 2:30 p. m. 

| WKBW, Buffalo 

| Back for a third season {s direct 
| takeoff on ‘Information Please’ that 
|pleases because judicious care has 
| been exercised in selecting a quizzer 
j}and experts’ board. Quizzer is Leston 
|Faneuf, one-time newspaperman, 
|mayor’s secretary and now sponsor- 


ing bank’s p.a., whose calm style, 
|poise and sense of timing move 
|half-hour shot with the flair of a 
| Fadiman., 


Period opens with ship’s bell de- 
|}noting 2:30, and launches quickly 
j}into questions, many of local import, 
which four-man board usually cares 
for well. Queries pay $2 per and an 
additional $8 if the experts miss. 
With no conscious attempt at levity, 
the board turned up some interesting 
humor on its return program (10) 


Regular answerers for this season 
are Dan Street, municipal official, 
author and big-game stalker; Walter 


| McCausland, p.a. for local street car 
|system, and Thomas Brown, newspa- 
perman. Voices registered well, and 
all await turn without jumbling In on 
top of each other. Result is an easy- 
riding program that catches dialers 
in their easy chairs, after Sunday 
|dinner, where they can digest quiz 
without expending too much effort. 


Ctz 


| ‘DOLLARS TO DONUTS’ 
| Quiz Program 

30 Mins.—Local 

Friday, 8:15 P. M. 
MARY JANE SHOES 
WIP, Philadelphia 





A new quiz program broadcast 
from the Fays Theatre—a_ vaude- 
filmer. Announcers placed throughe 
out the house select patrons W ng 


to answer a question and announc 
their names. 


Questions sent in by isteners 
receive one buck and up and ! 
answered incorrectly receive an_ad- 
ditional gift of a pair of Mary Jane 
shoes, 

If contestant cannot answer the 
question correctly he receives & 
donut and the amount of the queés- 
tion is put into the jackpot. At the 
end of the program all contestants 
receive a ‘jackpot question.’ 


This is answer to the State ban on 
| Bingo and Banknights. Crowds &t 
'the Fays Theatre on Quiz nights are 
proof of its popularity. Shat. 


——___ —— 


‘AIR TRAVELER AIRS HIS VIEWS’ 
With Tim Sanders 
15 Mins.—Local 
; CRESCENT AMUSEMENT CO. 
| Tues.-Sat., 9:15 p.m. 
| WLAC, Nashville, Tenn. aati 
Impromptu discussion on business 
‘and international affairs with al 
passengers by Tim Sanders. Gav 
|may range from ladies’ dresses to 
philosophy. Sanders spends _ hours 
each week reading latest scientinec 
; journals, film magazines, and dauy 
news events in order that —_ 
parley on any subject with the pas- 
sengers. 
Program is sponsored by C 


he 


rescent 


‘ sree joc 

Amusement Co. and has large local 
following. Many interviews. Wis 

fi} Petite : oa x to N ¥e 

i film stars going from L.A. ’ 
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15 Best Sheet 


Music Sellers 





(Week ending Dec. 21, 1940) 

Nightingale Sang in Berkeley Sq.. b6gbndbesséens:-benenccee 
Ferry boat NE eS eon 80s ek Oh eke San eoesecce @ ececees Robbins 
Whe THIEE 20. cccceccccdsccccevsceccvcvesvescscveccce seecees M-M 
*Down Argentina Way (‘Down Argentine Way’)............. Miller 
God Bless AMETICA... 1.6. ce cece ees eeeeeees coevesces .- Berlin 
There | RR) 4 a ee oe eee ne Bede it i eee banked oabbeus BMI 
eOnly Forever | ‘Rhythm on the PROUOS Pick isedecsesds oc0ne eee 
*Along the Santa Fe Trail (Santa Fe Trail’)................ Harms 
ey SUMED 4.dn 4005485 654060560866 450009580 00000 06 Seton Harms 
Wrenesi ......+->: be pts hes00 00045 0D 
*You've Got Me This Way ¢ *You' ml Find Out’ ) pesehebe eecapes BVC 
amet VOIOY cis sen cceecvteesieroncciocscveseesade seecees Feist 
eeerry FEE ocisascccccscsevcccccccdccceccscesecescecess Chappell 
I Give You My Word kk Bk @ ie bind GIN 16 WGN Woh T0%s Bea Ow ae 2a BMI 
¢Let’s Be Buddies (‘Panama Hattie’)................00000, ... Chappell 


“sFitmusioal +Stage Musical. 











Publishers on Verge of Radio Break 
Hold Plugger Staffs; Some Expand 


Even though the break between 
the networks the 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers is but a few days away 
there are no indications of a whole- 
sale letout of professional men or 
other employees among the publish- 
ing houses, Some pubs say that they 
not only retain their professional de- 


and 


partments intact but add more men | 


to take care of the wider spread of |} 
exploitation outlets, with the elimina- 
tion of the networks, 

Financial outlook for the music 


industry is described as even ‘above | 


normal, The pubs will have avail- 
able to them their usual income from 
ASCAP (based on 1940) for at least 
the first quarter of 1941. 
as the break with the webs becomes 
effective the sheet music field will 
find the hits pretty well distributed 
among ASCAP affiliates. 


The question now facing the busi- | 


ness is whether the exploitation ob- 
tained on these tunes will be strong 
enough to carry over the sheet sales 
for two or three months. 





ASSOCIATED 


INTO POP 
FIELD 


Still another byproduct of 
current battle between ASCAP and 
the broadcasting industry is the en- 
trance of Associated Music Pub- 
lishers, Inc., in the field of popular 





music. This organization since its 
inception has confined itself to 
classical and operettic music. Not 


so long ago it added a few hillbilly 
tunes. 

AMP's pop catalog has started off 
with the publication of six tunes 
They are ‘I Remember—Don't You.’ 
‘Skylark Waltz.’ ‘I’m Allergic to 
Love,” ‘There Are Shadows on ‘the 
Moon Tonight,’ ‘Just Believe in Me.’ 
and ‘The Biggest Word is Yes.’ 


Merton Thompson Heads 


Coast ASCAP Publicity 


Los Angeles. Dec. 24. 
Morton ‘TH 


nhompson, local new 
Paper columnist, has been named 
Public relations counsel] under A. P 
Waxman of New York for the Amer- 
lean Society of Co: nposers, Authors 
and Publishers, for the entire West 
Coast area. Appointment an- 
nounced by Gene Buck, prexy of 
ASCAP, who at the same time 
named a coordinating committee that 
Will function with Thompson. 
Committee is headed by Jerome 
Kern, as chair man, and consists of 
L. Wolfe Gilbert, Gus Kahn, Sigmund 
Romberg and Harry Warren. All 
Coast publicity activities of ASCAP 
will clear through this committee 
which starts its work immediately. 
Rudy anshaedin is BMI's Coast p.a. 


was 





Mills Music, Ine., has licensed 
Metro for the production use of ‘Mr. 
Gallagher and Mr. Shean’ ii ‘The 
Ziegfeld Girl’ Same publishing 
firm has obtained the rights to Re- 
Dublic’s ‘Barnvard Follies.’ 


It’s hoped | 


the | 





Part Indian Billy Hill, 


American | 


Who Dashed Off Hits, 
Dies in Boston at 4] 


| Billy Hill, 41, whose succession of 
jsheet music hits between 1933 and 





REASSURE ASCAP THAT M-G IS SIGNING: 
BOARD FEARED ATTY ABELES’ TRADING 





+ 


Byron Gay Loses Point, 
Gains One i in Tune Suit 





Byron Gay, composer, lost more 


|heavily than he won in a N. Y. su- 
|preme court decision made Thurs- | 


hi 


day (19), by Justice Benedict Dineen, 
in connection with Gay’s $100,000 


| suit against Robbins Music Corp., 


‘Leo Feist, Inc., and 20th Century- 
Fox Film Corp. Plaintiff had sought 
| to examine Abe Olman, assistant sec- 
‘retary of Feist and Robbins before 


|a copyrighted 


‘lished by Will 


/as the publishing rights. 


11939 rated him as one of the most | 


‘successful commercial writers of his 


— died suddenly of a heart at- 

tack in the Hotel Essex, Boston, Dec. 
23, Hill had been ailing for some 
time, taking periodic hospitalization 
in New York and elsewhere. 

Hill assumed the nom-de- 
|George Brown at the start of 1930 in 


{ation of his name with hillbilly music. 
| He went under contract to Shapiro- 
| Bernstein in 1930 and a year later 
| switched back to his own name. He 


| firm ever since. 

Among his songs are ‘The West 
and a Nest and You,’ ‘Old Man of 
ie Mountain,’ “‘There’s a Cabin in 
the Pines,’ ‘The Last Roundup,’ ‘Old 
| Spinning» Wheel,’ ‘They Cut Down 
the Old Pine Tree,’ ‘Have You Ever 
Been Lonely,” ‘Wagon Wheels,’ 
| ‘Empty Saddles,’ ‘Lights Out,’ ‘Glory 
of Love,’ ‘Chapel in the Moonlight 
‘All Ashore’ and, his last number, 
cen of the Canyon.’ 

Part Indian, Hill had, 
beginning of the 30's, 
|over the world, working 
| other things as a dishwasher, 
man, a laborer 


up to the 


among 
a door- 
and orchestra leader. 
lA wife and daughter = survive. 
Burial in South Weymouth, Mas: 





| 
| 
| 


Ben Selvin, recording manager of 
Associa Recorded ~ bis Serv- 
ice and program director for Muzak 
left Friday (20) fora 
cation in Miami. 


ted 


two weeks va- 


{zation in 


plume of 


order to get away from the associ- | 


had been under contract to the same | 


wandered all | 


trial, and William C. Michel, 
president of 20th-Fox. 

In its decision the court granted 
the examination of Olman on Dec. 
23, but denied the plea to examine 
the film company executive, declar- 
ing that since the suit sought dam- 
ages for alleged unauthorized use of 
composition, he had 
no jurisdiction over the film com- 
company. 


vice- 


Plaintiff is the composer of the . 


song, ‘The Vamp,’ which was pub- 
Rossiter, who had 
only the mechanical rights as well 
Everything 
else remained vested in the author. 
Rossiter turned over his rights to 
Feist, and it is alleged that 20th- 
Fox used the song without authori- 
‘Rose of Washington 
Square.’ 


PD’ JOBBERS 
IRK ASCAP 





With 


sides, 


the music biz beset on all 
the publishers are becoming 
increasingly annoyed by the jobbers 
who are now in the ‘PD’ (public do- 
main) field more than ever, with 
reprints of non-copyrights or songs 
in the public domain. 

After the first of the year the ma- 
jor firms intend to take action against 
these jobbers in some form. 


Irving Mills to L. A. 


Irving Mills left 
for Hollywood to negotiate 
scores of a couple of prospective film 
Also to try to spot the 


Thursday (19) 
for the 


: } 
musicals, 


ting team of Ed Cherkose and 
Jacques Press in one of the studios. 

He went by way of Dallas so that 
he could meet with Cab Calloway 
in that city. 


| ASCAP. 


Film Company’s ciisinns Would Have Been Body 
Blow—Bernstein of Loew’s, Inc., Frowns on Any 
Consent Decree—Jack Robbins Pledges 





Divided Family 


ASCAP-radio fight has now a 
daughter-versus-father sidelight. 
Joan Whitney, nightclub singer, 
who has had several of her 
numbers published by Broad- 
cast Music, is a daughter of Zoel 
Parenteau, a member of ASCAP. 

Two of her tunes are ‘So 
You're the One’ and ‘High on a 
Windy Hill.’ Her father is 
formerly musical director of 
KDKA, Pittsburgh. Before the 
advent of BMI the daughter was 
unknown to the trade as a song- 
writer. 


PUBS SUDDEN 
INTEREST IN 
JUKEBOXES 


Boston, Dec. 24. 

Boston musie publishers’ reps are 
romancing jukebox operators since 
radio outlets have cut down on music | 
of American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers. Results have 
been most promising, they report, 
for the operators are quite willing to 
cooperate, and at same time are sur- 
prised at this sudden show of atten- 
tion. 

The boys are also contacting the 
girls handling controls on new juke- 
boxes connected with microphones 
to central office, where requests are 
answered. Want girls to suggest 
their tunes. 











ASCAP FIGURES BOTH 
SAM FOX, MOVIETONE IN 


Looks like Sam Fox and Movie- 
tone Music, a 20th Century-Fox sub- 
but in which Sam Fox also 
interest, will renew with 

They’re expected to sign 
orrow (Thurs vith the 
Metro-Robbins group. 


ceidjiarv 
Qiary, 


has an 


y 5] 1¢ 
np tom ) along 


These firms, along with the Metro- 
Robbins group, were the major hold- 
outs, but BMI has reportedly cooled 


to any more music acquisitions. 
BMI attitude is that if a consent 
decree comes to pass it will not 
need any further ammunition 
against ASCAP in the form of addi- 


ynal catalog: 
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| lishers, 


The Metro group of music 
Robbins, 


pub- 
Feist and Miller, is 


| Officially in the ASCAP fold, having 


, declared 
| board session when David Bern- 





| 


| trio, 
| of all three firms, 


| ardently 


| ASCAP 


| attended, 


itself in at Friday's (20) 


stein, president of the three firms, 
instead of Julian T. Abeles, 
legal counsel] to the Metro-Robbins 


Jack Robbins, operaiing hew. 


refused to attena 
irked by Abeles and 
Metro’s procrastination, 
pro-ASCAP right alonp. 
The formal signaturing will take 
place this week and~-ends any possi- 
ble suspicion or disaffection from 
ranks on the part of the 
Metro-Robbins music firms. : 

The rest of the board, plus the 
rank-and-file Society membership, 
seemingly suspicious of attorney 
Abeles, because it was he who engi- 


being Loew 


having been 


| neered the $1,250,000 five-year deal 


for Edward B. Marks Music Corp. 


| with BMI, made no bones about their 


general skepticism, and it was that 
reason that Jack Robbins had been 


| invited to leave one board meeting 


the previous week, 
'weren’t technically 


since his firms 
renewed. This 


|; Was the session where the consent- 


decree proposals were being aired 


|'This factor also bothered Robbin: 








who refused to attend when later in- 
vited. 


Robbins’ Position 
Robbins, personally, has declared 
himself openly and freely _pro- 
ASCAP although such major issues 


are strictly up to the Metro execu- 


tives, notably David Bernstein, v.p. 

and treasurer of Loew’s, Inc. and 

president of the music subsids. 
When the consent decree issue 


cropped up, Metro stalled a few days 


not knowing where and how they 
might be effected, but it was frankly 
relayed to the Loew-Metro people 


that all writers—not only songsmiths 
but the Screen Writers Guild, Dram- 
atists and Authors League of Amer- 


'ica—would brook no disaffection by 


Metro that might break up ASCAP. 
There was even talk of a sitdown 
strike by all writers, should any 
drastic move occur, and since Metro 
is in the midst of sundry filmusical]s 


being one of the more consiste: 
screen tuner producers, that wa: 
issue it didn’t want to face at 
Coast studios. 

Besides, Bernstein had long ago 
assured Gene Buck, ASCAP prez. o 
his ‘sympathies’ for the Society’s 
cause. 

However, while Metro wanted cer- 
tain ‘special’ considerations on tele- 

theatre seat taxe . classifica- 
tion, etc., it’s understood that AS( Pp 
would accede to none of the de 
mands, openly or otherwise 

Bernstein, howeve yanted to 
know why ASCAP necded the Gov- 
ernment ‘to straighten you people 
out.’ He also looked askance at a 
television proviso for ‘experimental’ 

irp put | oO ¢ v fr 
that Metro-Robbins-Feist-Miller had 
ilso committed its televi n right 
for ‘expe! mental purpores or othe 

e,’ the latter two we j 
e] a or ery 
} M Rot Fe Mille 
that c ¢ 
¢ ff ted ( € 
( FE ‘ 
ren , ( h ct dc 


Bob Burns Former 


Writer Checks on ASCAP 


Minneapolis, Dec. 24. 


As extra precaution against in- 
fringements when ASCAP tunes go 
off the air Dec. 31, WCCO has in 
creased its staff of music librarians 
by adding Bob Sutton to the per- 
onnel. He'll be chief ; stant to 
Toby Brin, head librariar In orde 
to facilitate checking selections, one 
of the librarians will be on duty at 


all times when the station is on the 
air. Only music libra! 
access to the station’s music library 

Sutton, who came to Minneapol: 
from Hollywood to write scripts fe: 
WCCO's ‘Sunrisers’ show with 
Browne and LeVelle 
was formerly a gag writer for Bob 
Burns. 


ians will have 


comedy team. 


+ ai idea RIOT 























40 MUSIC VARIFTY 


Wednesday, December 


25, 


1910 





INDEX MISSING 


—— 


,Mars ASCAP Volume Dealing With | 
Copyright Law | 


- 








Publishers Won't Give Blanket License 


Mechanical and Performance Rights Not Available 37 ‘ana Publishers last—week | 


} | distributed copies of the Third Copy- | 
to James Roosevelt = One Package |right Law Symposium, with a fore- 
+ 


—_—---—- |word by Dr. John H. Wigmore, dean 
| ‘of Northwestern University School | 

Negotiations between the James | HENRY SPITZER DOUBLES 
Roosevelt-Mills Manufacturing com: | 


of Law, who acted as judge of the | 
seven winning essays contained in | 
— 
bination and Harry Fox, agent and | Will Be General Manager sof Silver, 
a » 
Horowitz Firms 


the book. The contest, conducted as 
trustee, for a music licensing con- | 


|\the Third Nathan Burkan Memorial 

| Competition, was participated in by | 

tract covering film jukeboxes have | 81 law schools. 
struck a hopeless snag. Roosevelt} Abner Silver, owner of the Lin- is lessened by ab- 
and Mills want a license form which ,coln Music Co., and Willie Horowitz, | sence of an index. 


Book's value 
, : is co-par r i yfair Music 
as ights, and , his co partner in the May 
will include performing rig ‘Corp. have worked out an arrange- | 


that is something which Fox says he | ment whereby Henry Spitzer will | i 
he is not authorized to grant. | function as general business manager | 1] 
Fox has pointed out to the Roose- | of both firms. Silver will continue 
velt-Mills reps that all his clients|to head Lincoln and Horowitz to al FROM 
| 
RESCUED 


will permit him to license are the ‘head Mayfair, with each concern 





—_—_—— 





mechanical rights involved in the | maintaining its own offices. When 
making of the film. The R-M reps ‘the radio situation involving ASCAP 
re anxious to obtain an agreement is settled each company will have 
vhich will exempt the spots in which | its own professional staff, acting 
the jukeboxes are placed from any | under Spitzer's guidance. 

further claims from copyright own-| Mayfair is the old Joe Davis cata- 
ers. Fox's position is that the only | log, while Lincoln was bought from | 
license he can issue is one which | Artie Shaw. 
makes the contract subject to any | 
other rights which the copyright | 


| . 
law permits. Music publishers, whom $0 FAR $0 GOOD’ SONG 
Fox represents, are opposed to link- | 
ing mechanical and _ performing IN A 25 000 SUIT 
rights in the same license. They also | ; 
ing that it might be used on a grand A suit by Charles Schmall, com- 
scale in places where the nickel-in- | poser, against Words & Music, Inc., 
the-slot feature will not prevail and 
Roosevelt’s associates are sata to |Inc., publishers; Jack---Lawrence, * 
have insisted upon the double rights | Jimmy Mundy and Eddie White, 
grant after it had been offered them | songwriters, under contract to W. & 
affiliates permit such practices. AS | nand Pecora ordered the examina- 
a result of the impasse with the pubs | tion before trial on Jan. 7 of Fred 
whom Fox agents, the Roosevelt out- | Waring, secretary of W. & M., and 
whelming majority of Fox's princi- plagiarism of the title of plaintiff's 
pals are affiliated with ASCAP. song, ‘So Far So Good’. 
Schmall wrote the song prior to Sulsham Corners Cleve. 
zeless Nitery Field 
and Cooper submitted it. The three | Boo y 
defendant songwriters were present aac 
at the time, he states. 








Mexico City, Dec. 24. 

Action of showfolk and ‘charros’ 
(Mexican cowboys) in staging a 
rodeo-song-dance fiesta, saved Prof. 
Braulio M. Pineda, veteran com- 
poser of such internationally famous 
waltzes as ‘Alexandra,’ from the 
poor house. Venerable composer 
was found by members of a legit 
road show near death from starva- 
tion in a hovel at Mazatlan,a Pacific | 
coast port and tourist resort. The | 
thespians .aided Pineda. with food 
and drink, then enlisted aid of the 
‘charros’ in putting on the benefit | 
show. 

Pineda is assured at least a Merry 
Christmas and perhaps a good New 
Year as well, for those sponsoring | 
the benefit are seeking more royal- 
ties for him from his compositions. 
The composer sold most of his rights 
to his waltzes. 














are not certain as to the future de- 
velopment of the film jukebox, figur- 
etna k eat cane | Punlishers: Theodore Cooper, man- 
thereby making it a source of straight | » en ss 
entertainment for the establishment. | ager of W. & M., Inc.; Miller Music, 
by Broadcast Music, Inc. BMI’s con- | M., was revealed Friday (20) in N. Y. 
tracts with its writers and publisher | supreme court, when Justice Ferdi- 
fit will have to depend on BMI en-| Theodore Cooper. Action seeks 
tirely for its popular music. Over- $25,000 damages for the alleged 
° Feb. 5, 1940, he sets forth, and on 
More Legal Postscripts that date, at the request of W. & M. | 
Involve Reorganization 





Cleveland, Dec. 24. 





Case of U S Record Co |_ It is claimed that Lawrence, | Franchise on likker-less niteries, 
ita *|Mundy and White then lifted the! cti}} a distinct novelty here, has been 
title, and wrote a song using the | virtually cornered by Bob Sulgham, | 


same title which was published by 
| Miller Music on Feb. 26, 1940. Com- 
| plaint asserts that both Miller Music 
jand W. & M. are affiliated with one 
| another, in that they are both part of 
|a parent organization. [Miller is ac- 
| tually a Metro subsid: Fred Waring, 


The U. S. Record Corp., which 
filed a plea for reorganization in the 
N.Y. federal court on Sept. 5, re- 
ceived another lease of life from 
referee Irwin Kurtz, when it was 
granted a stay to Jan. 17, 1941, to 


who took over the College Inn last | 
week to install his second Bob & 
Ann’s Soda Bar nitery. 

What helped put over his dicker | 
for the spot, formerly operated by 
Henry Leitson, was the fact that | 
nearby Fenn College has been cam- 


produce a plan of reorganization. the maestro, bankrolls WwW. & M. paigning against all booze joints in 
For the past couple of months stays | neat ed ameanes.! ; Defense m= the neighborhood. College unoffi- 
have been granted to allow the com- | terposed ” that the title is in the| cially put its okay on Sulgham’s 
pany to secure an adequate plan, ad- | public domain, having been used malted-milk venture, which has in- 


| many times before. stalled Billy Manvo’s jivers for stu- 
dent jitterbugs. 

Leitson is moving his College Inn 
intact to a site five blocks away to 


ditional capital, or be liquidated. 

However U. S. Record Corp., on | 
Dec. 26, will have to battle its chief | 
creditor, the Pilgrim Trust Co., to | 





Bunchuk OK Now 


which it owes $17,807, before referee | Yascha Bunchuk left the Mt. Kisco | ‘TY @ Policy of larger floor shows. 
Kurtz. Judge Vincent L. Leibell set | hospital in his hometown of Mt.| Frank Curtis, formerly of local 
a hearing before the referee, Thurs. | Kisco, N. Y., Sunday (22) after 12 | Statler hotel some years ago, will 
(19), ordering U. S. Record Corp. to | days’ incarceration with painful in- | ™anage it when it blooms in mid-| 
show cause on that day why the de- | juries suffered in an auto crash. January. 


livery of 40,000 records returned by | 
distributors or dealers to U. S. Rec- 





The maestro was injured when his | 





: ’ , , ;}car smacked up in nearby Chap- Dave Dreyer to score ‘Along the 
ord Corp., and subject to its lien, paqua. |Rio Grande’ at RKO. | 
should not be turned over to it. | 
Also, why all mothers, masters, ; ape ees | 


stampers, etc., in the possession of | ° ° 
the Scranton Record Manufacturing | 

Co., belonging to U.S. Record, should | Inside Stufi—Music 
not be turned over, and why a sale | 

of these assets should not be made |} 
to be 





applied against the money 
owed the Pilgrim Trust Co. Glenn Miller is in the middle of a deal at the moment which may see 
On June 7, 1940, and again on/| him give up $5,000 to buy the contracts of either Dorothy Claire, vocalist 


July 16, 1940, U. S. Record borrowed 
$15,000 and $5,000, respectively, from 
the Trust Co., secured by a lien on 
these assets. The Pilgrim Trust Co. 
claims $2,192 had been paid back, 
but that the Scranton outfit is press- 
ing from the stampers in its poses- 
sion, rightfully belonging to Pil- 
grim. It charges breach of faith, and 
asks for the articles on which it has 


with Bobby Byrne, or Dee Keating, new singer with Al Donahue. Mille 

has been without a femme vocalist for more than a week. Marion Hutton, 

who sang with his band before it became prominent, left last Monday a 
week (16). She retired, having recently been married. 

Thing which may*stymie Miller’s attempt to get Miss Claire from Byrne 

is the fact that she’s named in Byrne’s contract for his forthcoming radio 

| commercial for Raleigh cigarets. 

Jack Mills declared Monday (23) that the firm of Pro Arte Music Pub- | 

; lications which recently was ordered by the N. Y. supreme court to change 

a lien. its name is not a subsidiary of Mills Music, Inc. This firm, which special- 

izes in Latin-American music, is a separate entity, stated Mills, in which | 

he and his brother, Irving, merely own an interest with several other per- | 


ASCAP INTO MAINE amg a ihe wage had brought injunction proceedings in connec- 
ion with the similarity of nz g 8 y eadily 
FIRST TIME IN 4 YRS. oo . hag henge nie A ~~ Poa a consent decree was readily each 








Leonard Whitcup, an ASCAP member, is considering starting suit against 
Southern Music Co. for dropping the lyric he had written for ‘Frenesi,’ the 
firm’s current No 1 song, and using the words of two other writers, Ray 
manager for American Society of | Charles and S. K. Russell. Whitcup charges that the change was made 
Composers, Authors and Publishers, | 4fter Ralph Peer, owner of Southern Music, had made a deal for part of, 
spent the past week licensing’‘radio | his catalog with Broadcast Music, Inc. | 
stations and general establishments | Charles and Russell are not ASCAP members, 
throughout State of Maine. First | | 
lime in four years ASCAP has done 
business in Maine because of a State | 
Statute, recently dismissed. 


Boston, Dec. 24. 
R. W. Rome, New England district 





Broadcast Music has equipped its subscribing stations with the first Index 
volume of its catalog. Outside of the E. B. Marks numbers, the volume 
| lists 35,000 compositions. The Marks supplement runs 5,200 numbers. Pre- 


Now Boston office is headquarters | ceding the Marks listing is a page pointing out the errors discovered in it! the crew for a spot at Summit 


for entire six New England states. _ ' after the compilation had been printed. j 


| tial 


| mouthpiece 
| therefore you cannot take a poten- 
| tial new ‘song stylist’ and have he 


| M. 
| wards, 


‘Josephine’-to Shapiro, Bernstein 





Judge Rules Writers Were on Payroll When They 
Turned Out Tune in 1910 





. 4 


SHOO STREET HAWKERS 


Minneapolis Was Centre of Bootleg 
Song Sheets 





Minneapolis, Dec. 24. 
Street hawking of song hits has 
been halted here a federal 
court writ issued in connection with 
a $3,750 damage suit brought by Leo 
Feist, Irving Berlin and other east- 
ern song publishers against Jacob 
Garber, local resident, and the Com- 
mercial Press, Inc., printers here. 

Copyright infringement is alleged. 
Armed with the writ of seizure, 
S. marshals seized plates and 


under 


Uz. 


song sheets and shooed the hawkers | 
has | 


off the streets. Minneapolis 


been a distributing center for large | 


supplies of these song sheets. 


LABOR FOE RAPS 


PETRILLO’S ATTEMPT 


Washington, Dec. 24. 
Recent temporary refusal of the 
American Federation of Musicians to 
let Mutual pick up an Army band at 
Fort Dix, N. J., in 
Congress last week from Rep. Clare 
G. Hoffman, Michigan Republican, 





drew screams 


who has been denouncing labor un- 


ions interfering with the national 
defense program. 
It's a good thing the Army has 


given up bugle calls to direct man- | 


euvers, Hoffman opined, or battles 


| would depend on the whims of the 
| walking 


delegates. The indignant 
legislator declared James C. Petrillo, 
the A. F. M. head, wants to exercise 
a veto power over the military com- 
manders and the civilian authorities 


j}in the War Department. 


Can’t Force Public, Says 
Veteran Leo Edwards 


New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

As a pioneer in Tin Pan Alley (of 
28th Street) and having served show 
business with song material, from 
light opera, musical comedy, oper- 
atic, symphonic to Fanny Brice’s 
comedy songs for many years, plus 
my association with Brother Gus 
throughout most of his career of song 
writing and star making, I would 
like to ask the radio officials and 
their associates whether they expect 
to create new talent with old songs. 
Will a new Fanny Brice or a poten- 
Al Jolson show to advantage 
singing “Turkey in the Straw’ or ‘Old 
Black Joe?’ 


In bringing out new talent we have | 


always had to either create new and 
novel song material ourselves or ob- 


tain it from the best song writing 
brains money could buy. Bill 
| Shakespeare said ‘The actor is the 


of a clever’ author,’ 


or she singing the ‘Mocking Bird’ or 
‘Annie Laurie’ because no matter 
how you may try to disguise and re- 
these tunes. with 
streamline orchestrations it 
still be ‘Annie Laurie.’ 

The public bought radio sets so 
they could tune in on the music of 
Victor Herbert, Sousa, Kern, Frim], 
Youmans, Rodgers and Hart, George 
Cohan, Irving Berlin, Gus Ed- 
and the many other song- 


arrange super 


would 


smiths who happen to be members of | 


ASCAP, and the public will tune in 
on the programs ‘they want to hear’ 
and not the programs they are ‘told 
to hear.’ 

Years ago certain music publish- 
ers spent as high as $50,000 to try 
and force a hit song on the pvbiic, 
but the public wouldn’t accep: it, 
and so it was with the late election. 
Wall Street and the newspapers 
tried to put one man in the White 
House but the public wanted another 
man and they got him. 

Leo Edwards. 





Jimmie Lunceford has been paid in 
full and the bandmembers have been 
paid off on a date they won't play 
for two weeks. Unusual buyer had 
N. 
J., Jan. 9. 





Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. has been 
adjudged the permanent copyright 
owner of ‘Come Josephine in My 
Fying Machine’ and as such entitled 
to the right of renewal on the song. 
Judge Grover Moscowitz in the N.Y, 
, federal court last week ruled that 
| Fred Fisher and Al Bryan had no 
| rights whatever in the number since 
| these writers were in the hire of the 
|; publisher when the song was com- 
posed in 1910. Shapiro-Bernstein 
i'had sued for an injunction against 
| the pair and had also named Famous 
Music Corp. which had signatured a 
contract with Byran for his share of 
the renewal rights. 

The main issue in the case when 
it was tried early in November was 
the question of veracity and fact. 
Bryan, through his counsel, John 
Schulman, contended that he was 
not working on a salary for Maurice 
| Shapiro, founder of the firm, at the 
{time he wrote the lyrics for ‘Jose- 
phine.” He claimed that he turned 
it out in the spring of 1910 whereas 
his employment with Shapiro be- 
|came effective in the fall of the same 
year. 
| Judge Moscowitz in his decision 
‘upheld Shapiro-Bernstein’s version 
|of the composition date as to both 
| Bryan and Fisher and affirmed the 
|publisher’s property rights to the 
'song. In his finding,the judge made 
ireference to a ruling on the same 
|case by Judge Coxe which inter- 
| preted Section 23 of the copyright 
jlaw as meaning that when a writer 
creates a vvork while ‘in the hire of 
a publisher he parts with his entire 
property in the work and has no in- 
terest left to protect.’ Also that the 
| ‘right of renewal in a work made for 
| hire is not given to the author, nor to 
the employer as author but to the 











;proprietor.’ In this instance, added 
the court, ‘the proprietor was the 
plaintiff (Shapiro-Bernstein) who 


properly obtained the renewal copy- 
right on Oct. 19, 1937.’ Leo J. Ros- 
|sett handled the action for Shapiro- 
Bernstein. This litigation be- 
yond the noted Tobani case, since it 


goes 


involves an employment contract 
| that carried a royalty provision as 
'well as a guaranteed weekly mini- 


mum drawing not subject to return. 

Fisher, Bryan and Famous Music 
declared Monday (23) that they are 
appealing from the decision. 

In the case of Carl Fischer, Inc., 
vs. Tobani the court ruled on the 
employment angle chiefly. Tobanl, 
an arrangement composer, had no 
compensatory royalty deal; his was 
strictly a straight employment con- 
tract on a weekly salary. 


‘OH, JOHNNY’ ACTION 
| NEARS A_ DECISION 


Syracuse, Dec. 24 
} Motions by rival attorneys will be 
|heard by Supreme Court Justice 
Riley H. Heath at Ithaca Friday (20) 
in the equity action brought by W. 
A. Dillon of that city against Abe 
Olman, of the Robbins Publishing 
Co. Testimony in the action in which 
Dillon claims an interest in the song, 
‘Oh, Johnny,’ resurrected a year ago 
and again made into a hit under the 
impetus provided by Bonnie Baker, 
was completed Friday (20) but Jus- 


tice Heath reserved decision until 
after he hears argument this week. 
Dillon seeks an accounting of half 


the profits on the song contend- 
ing that ‘Oh, Johnny,’ copyris 1 by 
Olman in 1917, is strangely similar 
both wording and rhythm to his 
song, ‘Oh, Honey,’ which he wrote 
| back in 1908 when he was in vaude- 
| ville. writing his own tunes. 

Dillon testified that he worked 
lover the song with Olman back in 
11913 and that he had not heard of 
| the tune again until 1937 when he 
|heard a Cornell old grad singing it 
| in an Ithaca hotel. 

Olman testified that he had copy- 
righted the song nearly a quarter of 
a century ago and denied he had 
lever talked to Dillon about the ‘Oh, 
Honey’ number. He said a collabora- 
tor came to him with the ‘Oh, 
Johnny’ words in Chicago and that 
‘they had sat down and worked out 
the music, using the one-step rhythm 
‘popular at that time. He said the 
song sold 1,000,000 copies during the 
world war days when it was the 
rage at all army camps, community 
song fests and in vaudeville. 
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Bands at the Boxoffice 





(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done bu name bands in various New York hotels. 


Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated, 


room capacity and cover charge. 
holiday price.) 


Band Hotel 


Will Bradley..... Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)............. 6 
Eddy Duchin*....Waldorf (500; $1-$1.50)....... 
Sammy Kaye*....Commodore (650; 75c-$1.50)......... 9 
Ray Kinney*......Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)... 
Guy Lombardo... Roosevelt (500; $1-$1.50)..... veeeeee dl 
Woody Herman®*..New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 0 


Glenn Miller..... Pennsylvania (500; 


Tony Pastor......eLincoln (225; 75c-$1.50).........+...12 





Covers Total 
Weeks Past Covers 
Played Week On Date 
900 5,050 | 
eeooucs se 1,050 14,700 
1,450 13,785 
ivenenosee 1,375 41,850 
1,250 12,775 
1,075 1,075 
TOO-OLOO)  ccaees ta 2,375 22,170 
350 4,800 


* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 


major draw. +3 days. 





Bandleaders Ponder BMI Radio Dises 


Question Stations Would 
Clause Is 


+ 


Some bandleaders are chary of | 
signing their outfits with Broadcast | 
Music Inc. for the making of tran- | 
scriptions. Radio owned music pub- 
lishing firm has set aside a substan- 
tial sum to pay name bands to cut 
BMI tunes arranged by BMI writers. 
Platters will be given free to sta- 
tions which become subscribers to 
BMI music as a means of replacing 
to some extent the name. band 
recordings of ASCAP music which 
go off the air after Jan. 1. 

It’s not the fact that BMI is paying 
only a little above A.F.M. scale for 
the making of the records that has 
bandleaders wary, but the clauses in 
the contracts for the work. Affixing 
a signature to the agreements gives 
BMI the right to use the platters for 
a year. Clause states that in the 
event the band gets a commercial 
program all records made by that 
outfit will be immediately recalled. 
Leaders are of the opinion that 
ordering their recall and. getting 
them back from stations is two dif- 
ferent things. The problem is doubly 
emphasized by the fact that there is 
or seems to be renewed interest in 
the signing of name bands for spon- 
sored shows. In the past couple of 
months, despite the approaching sev- 
erance of ASCAP-radio relations, a 
fistful of bands have been singled 
out for sponsorship. 

BMI is reported turning out about 
60 transcribed tunes a month. 


AL DONAHUE RETURNS 
TO GENL. AMUSEMENT 


Last fall Al Donahue and General 
Amusement Corp. went to the Amer- 
ican Federation of Musicians to set- 
tle a dispute over Donahue’s moving 
his band to the William Morris agen- 
cy for bookings. Now Donahue is 
shifting back to GAC. He has signed 
a five-year contract with the agency, 
to take effect Feb. 17, when a 60-day 
notice to the Morris agency expires. 
Contract with Morris carried such a 
severance clause. 

Disagreement between GAC and 
the leader originally centered around 
the idea of Donahue changing book- 
ing affiliations before his GAC con- 
tract was up. It expired Oct. 25, but 
Donahue wanted to hop to the Mor- 
ris agency before then. Union sty- 
mied that. He left GAC owing the 
agency some $3,000, which. it 
been said, is the reason for his going 
back. GAC is supposed to have 
wanted either the money or the band. 
Donahue’s office denies that, saving 
the debi has nothing to do with the 
return, 


Teddy Powell Selis 
Famous Door, N.Y. Cafe 


Teddy Powell has sold the Farnous 
Door, N. Y., which he reopened sev- 
eral months ago as a showcase for 
his new band. The spot served its 
purpose, having been the _ spring- 
board to other bookings and a record 
contract with Bluebird, so it was dis- 
Posed of to Phil Howard. Joe Sulli- 
van’s small band is in the spot cur- 
rently. <A floor show goes in after 
the first of the year. 

Powell opened the Door with the 
backing of Alexis Thompson, money 
man who recently bought the fran- 
chise of the Pittsburgh Steelers, pro 
football team. He al nced the 
reforming of Powell’s -band. 








has 





Oo fin 


Return Them If ‘Recall’ 


Exercised 


Bil Bardo Crowded Out 


New Orleans, Dec. 24. 
An indication of the throngs al- 
ready here for Sugar Bowl game be- 





, tween Tennessee and Boston college 


New Year’s Day is fact that Bill 
Bardo, band leader, here for holiday 
engagement with crew could not find 
room at The Roosevelt hotel in 
whose Blue Room his band opened 
Monday (23). 

He had to find quarters in private 
home, 





Jesuit Coliege Sets 
$150 as Top for Bands 


At Fraternity Dances 


Omaha, Dec. 24. 

Expensive name bands have been 
tabooed at Creighton University, 
Jesuit school. Its president, the 
Very Rev. Joseph P. Zuercher, has 
decreed that $150 will have to be 
the top price for social events at the 
college because as he put it a large 


percentage of students are facing 
difficulty in meeting tuition and 


other school overhead and therefore 
extravagances should be frowned 
upon. 

Order has already affected the 
year’s top event, the ball sponsored 
by the Phalanx Military fraternity. 
satter had arranged to bring in a 
name band at $1,000 for the night 
and it’s now seeking to cancel the 
date. 


OBERSTEIN NOW A 
PERSONAL MANAGER 


Eli Oberstein, head of much 
troubled U. S. Records, becomes 
the personal manager of the Harry 
James band next month as the first 
step toward setting up a personal 
management office. He won't take 
the band over until after Jan. 17 
when Referee Irwin Kuntz is ex- 
pected to deliver his twice-delayed 
ruling on the future of U. S. Records 
in federal court, New York. 

Regardless of Kurtz’s ruling on it 
Oberstein claims he’ll definitely shift 
to steering bands. 





Figures after name of hotel give | 
Larger amount designates weekend and 


CRESCENDO PRO-ASCAPO 





{ 
| 
| Negro Composers Pass Resolution of 
| Solidarity 





Crescendo Club, with a member- 


|ship of 40 Negro composers, last 


| latter's current fight with the radio | 

}industry. Club was formed for the | 
purpose of helping perpetuate Negro | 

| music. 

Officers elected by the club were | 
J. C. Johnson, president; Charles L. | 

| Cooke, v.p.; W. C. Handy, treasurer, | 
and Henry Troy, secretary. 

| 


L. A. MUSIKERS QUST 
VETERAN FROM OFFIC 


Los Argeles, Dec. 24. | 
After 18 years as financial secre- | 
|tary of Musicians’ Protective Asso- 
| ciation, Local 47, Ward B. Harring- 
|ton was ousted from office at last 
week’s annual election by Alec C. 





| 





Meyer. Latter polled 1,359 votes 
against 819 cast for the veteran exec. 
| J. K. ‘Spike’ Wallace was re- 
} 3 ° P 

elected president for his second 


| term, having a runaway victory over 
Owen Bartlett, former vice prexy. 
| Vote was 1,713 for Wallace and 486 | 
| for Bartlett. For the first time in | 
|mmany years J. W. Gillette, interna- | 
| tional studio representative, will not 

'be a delegate from Local 47 to the | 
|American Federation of Musicians 

; convention, having been defeated by | 
| Frank D. Pendleton, recording secre- | 
tary. 








Dahlstrand’s Sixth Term 
| Milwaukee, Dec. 24. 
{ Volmer Dahlstrand was re-elected 
presiden. of the Milwaukee Musi- 
|cians’ association, local No. 8, A. F. | 
|of M., for the sixth consecutive term 
lin a record-breaking election at) 
which 650 votes were cast. 

Walter L. Homann was named 
vice-president; Roland Kohler, sec- 
retary; Charles Wagner, treasurer; 
Jerry Follansbee, sergeant-at-arms, 
and George Bach, John Borger, Er- 
win Davlin, Louis De Santis, Orban 
Heidrich and Ernst Strudell to the 
executive board. 


Jack Rosenberg Wins 
Results of the balloting of mem- 
bers of New York local 802 of the 
American Federation of Musicians 
swept president Jack Rosenberg and 
ticket into a fourth 
straight two-year term. Voting gave 
Rosenberg a 2-to-l1 edge over his 
opponent, Al Pearl, and the rest of 
the ticket, headed by v.p. Richard 
McCann, a 3-to-1 margin. Election 
was held last Thursday (19). 
Candidates for the various execu- 
tive offices were; Dick Baravelli, for 
v.p. against Richard McCann; Eddie 
Davis. for secretary against incum- 
bent William Feinberg: Ross Gor- 
man, for treasurer against incum- 
bent Harry A. Suber. 





his entire blue 


Dailey on Local 16 Board 
Frank Dailey, Meadow- 
Cedar Grove, N. J., has been 
elected to the executive board of 
Newark, N. J., local 16 of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Musicians. 
Branch completed jts balloting Sat- 
urdav (21). 

Dailey’s spot is within Newark’s 
jurisdiction. Donahue’s, only a mile 
or so away from Meadowbrook, and 
another name band stand, is under 
the Patterson, N. J., local. 


owner of 
br 0k, 


Bronislaw Kaper doing the musi- 
cal score for Metro’s ‘Fools Rush 
In’ and ‘Rage in Heaven.’ 


Still Hope for Way Out of Muddle 


A. F. of M. Takes Up Social Security Tax Question 
In Miami Jan. 27 


Executive board of the American, making the required security pay- 
Federation of Musicians will, when ments when the internal revenue de- 
it holds its two-week winter meeting partment in 1937 ruled that in such 
in Miami, starting Jan. 27, undertake instances the leader himse lf was the 
to formulate some way of making lawful employer and was responsible 
the employer (the premises) of a for the payment of the te Since 
name dance unit directly responsible then it has been a cont zg situation 
for the payment of the social se- as far é n’s membe hip 
curity and unemployment taxe: It ¢ erne J ne cast e lead 
was stated at AFM _ headquart t n othe le € 
Monday (23) that so far nothing yer | en care of the atte 
even approximately a formula had while f¢ i good!) percentage of 
been worked out, but that the board musicians no social s¢ i a 
was still hopeful that a _ solution, d al . 
which would meet with Federal and While in Miami the board alse 
state government requirements, discu the ¢ rn ans tro- 
could be reached. ductic te ‘ a standard 

| Employers of name -bands were form of booking itract. 


week passed a resolution expressing | 
litself as 100% behind ASCAP in the | 


| been reelected president 
| No. 58, American Federation of Mu- 


itry club, near Youngstown, O. 


| 


~ NBC Opposes Sharing Dance Bands 


Gives Meadowbook Chances to Choose—Dailey Will - 





Probably Stick to Mutual for Better Breaks 


Ft. Wayne Reelects Fiack 


Fort Wayne, Ind., Dec. 24. 
For the eighth consecutive year, 
H. James Flack, an attorney, has 
of Local 


|sicians. Others reelected were Will- 
iam M. Sawyer, vice president; 
Robert A. Jellison, secretary-treas- 
urer; and Perry Shober, C. G. 
Behmer, T. P. Weaver, and Leo 


Stuckey, members of the board of | 


directors. 
The installation will be held Jan. 5. 





Murray McEachren Has 
Lots of Clauses In 
Contract With Whiteman 


Murray McEachren, one of the 
outstanding members of the Casa 
Loma band for years and the soloist 
who plays some six different instru- 
ments in Casa Loma stage shows, 
leaves that group next month to join 
Paul Whiteman’s new band when it 
opens Jan. 16 at Ben Marden’s 
Colonial Inn, Hollywood, Fla. He 
joins Whiteman under an unusual 
arrangement. He’s to get top billing 


| under the leader: be in charge of the 


Whiteman brass section: be soloist 
on trumpet, trombone, clarinet, alto 
sax and fiddle, and has Whiteman’s 
okay to make records under his own 
name using Whiteman musicians. 
In addition he will have White- 
man’s support in building a band of 
his own next summer which White- 
man will personal manage and the 
William Morris agency will book. 


Chet Hazen and his orchestra suc- 
ceeded Phyllis Rathburn and her 
band at the Mahoning Valley Coun- 


Lat- 
ter now playing at the Embassy club 
in Jacksonville, Fla. Louise Rollins 
has quit as hostess of the Mahoning. 


| NBC taking 


| over sustaining wires. 


ithe Red and Blue chains, 


} 


Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J, 
name band stand is currently em- 
broiled with NBC in an argument 
NBC has ad- 
vised Frank Dailey, spot’s owner, 
that he must choose between NBC 
or Mutual pickups. He must either 
order the Mutual wire taken out of 
his place or lose the NBC lines. In 
addition the net instituted new 
schedules and sliced the air time 
emanating from the place. Instead 
of five, six, and sometimes seven 
pickups, as it was getting on both 
most of 
them in the ideal 11-11:30 p.m. slots, 
Dailey now gets four shots on only 


j}one chain, all at 12:30-1 a.m. 


Issue will probably be settled by 
its wires out. Dailey 
will not relinquish the Mutual time 
and is already dickering to run a 
CBS line into the spot. Mutual is 
prepared, it says to take up the 
slack with additional time. 

NBC for some time has frowned 
upon sharing a pickup point with 
either of the opposition nets. It 
has refused its lines to spots that 
insisted on feeding other networks 
also. Dailey’s Meadowbrook was 
untouched because of the caiibre of 
bands it played. Both CBS and Mu- 
tual, however, are not particular 


‘about such situations. 


Jimmy Dorsey was replaced at 
Meadowbrook last night (Tuesday) 
by Bobby Byrne’s band. 





Musical ‘Estate’ of 10 
Violins; Students’ Break 


Detroit, Dec. 24. 

The problem of what to do with 
10 viclins inherited from an uncle 
was neatly solved by James I. Van 
Keuren, of Lansing. He just donated 
the ‘estate’ to the Michigan State 
College where they are to be used 
by music students unable to afford 


instruments in keeping with their 
talent. 

The uncle’s collection numbered 
mostly expensive violins. Van 


Keuren himself doesn’t play. 





























6 out of 15 Best Selling Songs 


are published by THE BIG 3/ 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 





FERRY-BOAT SERENADE 


by the writers of “The Woodpecker Song” 


MAYBE 


by Allan Flynn and Frank Modden 


LEO FEIST, Inc. | 





DREAM VALLEY 


by Nick Kenny, Charles Kenny, Joe Burke 


YOU SAY THE SWEETEST THINGS 
(BABY) 


by Mack Gordon ond Harry Warren 
from the 20th Century-Fox film “Tin Pan Alley” | 


MILLER MUSIC, Inc. 














DOWN ARGENTINA WAY 
TWO DREAMS MET 


both songs by Mack Gordon and Harry Warren 
from the 20th Century-Fox film “Down Argentine Way” 
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Band Grosses on One-Nighters 


Blue Barron, back on the road after two weeks in New York at the 
Brandts’ Flatbush and Windsor houses, clicked best in Wheeling, W. Va. | 

Blue Barron (Capitol theatre, Wheeling, W. Va., Dec. 20). Small mat- | 
inees, but strong evening business lifted the date to a solid $1,100 for three 
shows at 26c to 40c admission. Band well liked. 

Henry Busse began a stand at the Baker hotel, Dallas, Friday (20) by 
doing capacity business the first three nights Room seats 400. Spot levies 
cover charges of 75c and $1 weekdays and Saturdays. 

Cab Calloway (Tulsa, Okla., Dec. 20). Disappointing crowd of approxi- 
mately 700 ran up a gross of $595 at average 75c admission. 

Gene Krupa (Orpheum theatre, Springfield, Ill., Dec. 15-16). In two days 
Krupa pyramided 5,000 admissions for a gross of $2,000 at 33c and 44c. 
However at the Lincoln Square theatre, Decatur, Ill., Dec. 18, Krupa was 
‘disappointing due to Christmas season,’ to quote the management. 

Ted Lewis teed off stretch at Royal Palm Club, Miami, Fla., with- 750 
opening night patrons who paid $3.50 a plate. 

Vaughn Monroe (Memorial Hall, Melrose, Mass., Dec. 20). 
a low gross of $260 for 400 attendees at 65c. 


Date posted 





On the Upbeat | 





| lege, 





Band Bookings 


Al Donahue, Jan. 5, Trianon B., 
Cleveland; Jan. -17, Town Hall, 
Southbridge, ~ Mass.; 24, LaSalle 
Academy, Oakdale, L. I. 

Newt Perry, Dec, 19, Bowdoin Col- 
Brunswick, Me.; 20, Long- 
meadow Community House, Spring- 
field, Mass.; 21, afternoon, Apawamis 
Country Club, Rye, N. Y.; 21, 
evening, Siwanoy C. C., Bronxville, 
N. Y.; 23, Baltimore Country Club, 
Baltimore, Md.; 24, Casino Club, 
Chicago; 25, Racket Club, Chicago; 
26, Kirkland C. C., Cleveland; 27, 
Essex County ‘C. C., Orange, N. J.; 
28, afternoon, Siwanoy C. C., Bronx- 
ville, N. Y.; 28, evening, Brunswick 
Cc. C., Reading, Pa.; 30, Wilmington 








C. C., Wilmington, Del.; 31, New 
Haven Lawn Club, New Haven, 


Conn.; Jan. 1, Greenwich C. C., 
Greenwich, Conn.; 2, party, Barclay 
Hotel, Philadelphia, Pa.; 3, Bronx- 
ville Field Club, Bronxville, N. Y. 
Count Basie, Dec. 27, Aud., Nor- 





Juanita Juarez, Brazilian singer,; ciently to pass the web’s music 
will front a new Latin tempoed band bosses) has added a new vocal trio 
which will replace Fausto Curbello | to his band at the Palace here. 
at the Copacabana, New York, Dec.! Called “The Morganaires,’ trio com- 
26. Curbello shifts to the new! prises George Henry, trombonist, 
George White Gay White Way. | doubling as a baritone; Bill! Campion, 
_ | string bass drafted as first tenor, and 

Harry James deferred a Jan. 9 Clarence Melter, baritone, who also 
opening at the Flatbush theatre, is a violinist. Morgan also has added 
Brooklyn, and the Windsor Bronx, @ new drummer, Johrmy Kay. 
the following week to go into the, 
New York Paramount Jan. 8 or 15| Gene Krupa resigned for another 
following Tommy Dorsey and pre-|two years with Columbia Records. 
ceding Glenn Miller. James_ band | ; 
is in for two weeks. He'll go into 
the Brandt spots Jan. 30. 











Benny Goodman cut a second 12- 
|inch record for popular release at 
\75c. He used another standard, 

Tommy Tucker crew does 10 con- ‘More Than You Know’ and an orig- 
secutive days at the Olympia and inal ‘Super Man.’ 

Paramount theatres, Miami and Mi- | 
ami Beach, Fla. Set for five days | 
at each house as of yesterday (24). 








Dean Kincaid, former Tommy Dor- 
sey saxist is sitting in with Alvino 
| Rey’s band for a few days in place of 

Jack Leonard has recorded for | Bill Shine who went to Dorsey at 
Okeh the vocal of Tommy Dorsey's the Paramount theatre to temporarily 
theme, ‘Tm Getting Sentimental replace Heinie Beau for the date. 
Over You. Beau is not a New York local 802 
of AFM member, Shine is. Switches 
gave Dorsey an all 802 outfit, im- 
portant as one non-802 man would 
class the crew as travellers and in- 
crease its cost to the Par. Would 
| require standbys. 








Jimmy Van Heusen, working 
songs for Bing Crosby’s ‘Road to 
Zanzibar’ film for the past few 
months, in New York for a two- 
month stay. 


on 








Joan Merrill, Al Siegel protege, | 
has been signed for solo records by 
Bluebird. 


Mitchell Ayres is down to make 
soundies for Jimmy Roosevelt’s com- 
|pany Jan. 16. 
Vaughn Monroe has added Johnny | 
Turnbull as a fifth sax and vocalist. Johnny Messner deferred scheduled 


_ | date at Mecca Temple, Scranton, Pa., 
George Sterney band opened in the | Saturday (21) due to death of father 








El Dorado room of the Commodore | of Carl Strohl, one of spot’s opera- | 


Perry hotel, Toledo, Dec. 16. 
by Joyce Barry. 


Vocals | tors. 





Chauncey Cromwell orchestra, with b 





oss went through early Xmas ex- 


Glory Davis singi ow i | : ; 
) Ps / Singing, ye’ n he in the | change and shipped family off to} 
yin sopra room of the Hotel | Porida with Tommy Tucker’s men, 
, Xe stown. 
§ on their way to theatre work in 





: yi : Miami and Miami Beach. 
Joe Sammarino orchestra playing 


in the new Pines club, opened Dec. 
18 by Anthony Villa Frank, on Route 
422, between Youngstown and Coits- 
ville, O. 





Shirley Lloyd joined Isham Jones 
band vocalist last week at Mc- 
| Alphin hotel, New York. 


as 








Carl Ravazza’s orchestra, recently Al Fremont orch back at Merry- 
at the Trocadero, ‘Hollywood, opened | G0-Round, Pittsburgh, for indefinite 
in Rainbo room of New Kenmore &™gagement, replacing Bob Sylves- 
hotel, Albany, Monday (23). Estelle | ter outfit. Second time for Fremont 
Taylor will begin a holiday engage- | 4t spot this year. 
ment there Christmas. 








Tommy King, trombone player, 

Lyle Carlyle’s orchestra opened at; has left Louie Pope at Oasis in Pitts- 
the De Witt Clinton hotel, Albany, | burgh to join new Red Nichols band. 
Dec. 21. Roe De Jon and his ‘Sil- | 
houettes in Rhythm’ group continue 
in the cocktail lounge. 


Bill Teacher band, with vocals by 
Flo Parker, formerly with Nelson 
Maples, has opened two-month stay 
at Hotel Henry’s Silver Grill, Pitts- 





Tone Marlowe orch, out of Kauf- 


man’s, Cheektowaga, N. Y., opening burgh, replacing Billy Merle crew. 
(26) in Roycroft Inn, East Aurora, woe 
New York. Jack Renard takes time off from 





—- New York radio duties to conduct 
Ted Black’s orchestra is playing a the third annual ‘Night of Stars,’ 
week’s engagement at Barry’s, for- | Jan. 26, to benefit his home town 


merly Igo’s, on the Albany-Sche- 
nectady road, under the new name 
band policy instituted since Michael 
Barry, a Californian, took over the 
spot. Black’s last Albany engage- 
ment was at the Kenmore Hotel. 


synagogue at Chelsea, Mass. 





Jack Denny 
new dancery 
(Thursday). 


opens 
in Chicago tomorrow 








Ramon Ramos has been booked to 
go back to the Drake hotel, Chicago, 
April 12, to stay indefinitely. He’s 
there now, finishing up present stand 
Jan. 12, 


Tommy Reynolds wound up four- 
week stand at the Brooklyn Rose- 
land ballroom Dec. 22 and is booked 
for a two-week return stanza on Jan. 
3. In the interim he'll play several 
deb parties plus a three-day turn at 
the Empire, Fall River, Mass., start- 
ing Dec. 31. 

Maestro is also doing transcrip- 
tions for Langlois & Wentworth, sev- | 
eral Okeh recordings and is under 
contract to make soundies for James 
Roosevelt. 





Don Redman’s new band unveiled 
yesterday (Tuesday) on two-week 
| Stand at Roseland B., Brooklyn. 





Jimmy Blake, trumpeter, who 
spent stretch in hospital with punc- 
tufed lung, back in Tommy Dorsey’s 
| band. 








Russ Morgan (who missed his first 
NBC broadcast out of Frisco because 
he didn’t vary his themesong suffi- 


Lang Thompson band 
tonight (25) at Hotel William Penn’s 
Chatterbox, Pittsburgh, succeeding 


Harry Moss, MCA, N. Y., one-night | 


folk, Va.; 30, Armory, Durham, 


Colonnades, Washington, D. C. 

Jimmie Lunceford, March 27, 
week, Flatbush theatre, Brooklyn; 
April 3, week, Windsor theatre, 
Bronx. 

Emerson Gill, Dec. 28, Brookside 
,C. C., Canton, O.; 31, Columbus 
| C.C., Columbus; Jan. 4, Castle Farms, 
Cincy. 
| Benny Goodman, Dec. 27, Trianon 
|B., Cleveland; 28, Youngstown, O.; 
|30, party, Cleveland C. C., Cleve- 
land; Jan. 5, Lyric theatra, Bridge- 
port, Conn.; 17-19, Metropolitan the- 
atre, Providence, R. I. 
| Jan Savitt, Jan. 31-Feb. 1, Ala- 
|bama Poly, Auburn, Ala.; 5-6, U. of 
| Mississippi, Oxford, Miss.; 7-8, Mis- 
sissippi State, Starkville, Miss.; 
10-11, U. of South, Sewanee, Tenn.; 
| 14-15, Vanderbilt U., Nashville, Tenn. 
| McFarland Twins, Jan. 10-12, Man- 
| hattan Beach, New York. 
| Jack Teagarden, Jan. 10-13, Olym- 
pia theatre, Miami, Fla.; 17-20, Para- 
mount theatre, Miami Beach. 


| Chas. Barnet, Feb. 6, U. of Ala- 
bama, University, Ala.; 7-8, Clam- 
son College, Clemson, S. C.; 14-15, 


Citadel, Charleston, S. C. 

Cats & Fiddle, Dec. 29, Frazier’s 
Park Auburn, Ala.; Jan. 2, Lincoln 
| theatre, Orlando, Fla.; 9, Frolic the- 
| atre, Birmingham, Ala.; 10, Pekin 
theatre, Montgomery, Ala. 

Del Courtney, Dec. 27-29, West- 
wood C., Little Rock, Ark. 

Al Donahue, Feb. 13, U. of Vir- 
ginia, Charlottesville, Va.; 15, 
sar College, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 

Duke Ellington, Dec. 28, 
| Ballroom, Chicago; 30, Liberty, 
Paso, Texas. 

Vincent Lopez, Jan. 7, Library the- 
atre, Warren, Pa.; Jan. 8, Columbia 
theatre, Sharon, Pa.; 9-11, Majestic 
theatre, Johnstown, Pa.; 13-15, Co- 


N. C.; 31, Aud. Roanoke, Va.; Jan. 1, | 





| 
} 


| 
| 
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Vas- | 


Savoy 
Fl | 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


(Records below are grabbitig most nickels this week in jukeboxes 
throughout the country, as reported by operators to Variety. Names 
of more than one band or vocalist after the title indicates, in order of 
popularity, whose recordings are being played. Figures in parenthesis 
indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings.) 





1, Down Argentine Way (4)............ { Bob Crosby Decca 
Leo Reisman Victor 

Gene Krupa Columbia 

Dick Jurgens Okeh 

SW BOD CE) bcs ce nebesesivarsces .. § Inkspots Decca 
| Tommy Dorsey Victor 

B. Bape (6) cccccccsse sesvedsseucseses . Inkspots Decca 
Gee: OO FOP Sic coccesesscvucs cs Bing Crosby Decca 

GS. There I Go (4) .ccccccccccccccccccces { Tommy Tucker Okeh 
Will Bradley Columbia 

Woody Herman Decca 

6. Two Dreams Met (3) .........++++++- § Tommy Dorsey Victor 
) Eddy Duchin Columbia 

7 Rhumboogie (4) cccoccsvcescevcccess { Andrews Sisters Decca 
) Woody Herman Decca 

8. Dream Valle¥ (3) .......+++++++++++. | Sammy Kaye Victor 
; Frankie Masters Okeh 

| Woody Herman Decca 

5. §& Give Fou My Wore di vcs cceesees ( Al Kavelin Okeh 
/ Eddy Duchin Columbia 

| Jack Leonard Okeh 

10. Nightingale In Berkeley Square (2).. { Glenn Miller Bluebird 
Sammy Kaye Victor 

Kate Smith Columbia 

Jack Leonard Okeh 


DISKS GAINING 


(These recordings are directly below the 
ing in demand on the coin machines.) 


FAVOR 


first 10 in popularity, but grow- 


Now I Lay Me Down to Dream........... { Andy Kirk Decca 
| Guy Lombardo Decca 
| Bob Chester Bluebird 

Frenesi cecosesees POTTTTTTTiT TTT rit Tere { Artie Shaw Victor 
|) Woody Herman Decca 

One IT LoVe ...00% Sieee eet kadai eraser eas Tommy Dersey Victor 

To | ren eer eee oe { Sammy Kaye Victor 
| Dick Jurgens Okeh 
) Guy Lombardo Decca 
| Kate Smith Columbia 

Let’s Be Buddies ......csccceccsecescecess { Eddy Duchin Columbia 
/ Leo Reisman Victor 
| Connie Boswell Decca 

RMSE TIO: E BOW PATI i livcsedieccccswenes { Leo Reisman Victor 
} Kate Smith Columbia 

Yes, My Darling Daughter............. . { Dinah Shore Bluebird 
{ Glenn Miller Bluebird 
| Johnny Long Decca 





Band Reviews 


ia 
= 





‘music in the South American way, 
getting in the quota of both current 
and older pop tunes, and holding 


JOE RINES ORCH 
With Rex Irving, John Ryan, Lor- 
raine O’Day 


Mike Todd’s | 


opens run | 


: ; Biltmore Hotel, Providence, R. I. 
— 4 a oeae — | Joe Rines’ eight-week-old aggrega- 
a ha vag ona a, Brock Bolow | son stacks up as smooth, For an 11- 
C.C., Dallas, Texas. |man team it also carries enough vol- 
ume and versatility for the larger | 
halls. 

Rines still retains the gentility of 
tone as a carryover from his days at 
the St. Regis Roof, but is now char- 
acterizing his tunes with an under- 
lying staccato beat with smooth 
| bridging. Arranging is being done 
by Rex Irving, who is also turning 
out some novelty numbers along the 
|Raymond Scott style, but commer- 
| cial, and with an idea behind them. | 
buy himself out of a contract which}, 4 changeover from Rines’ old gang | 
| he’s been objecting to for some time. | ls hig arent tg Rg | 
| The verens of the release will call | trombone, bass drums and piano, and 
for the leader, or whoever is putting with two of the trumpets doubling 
up the money, to pay 50% down and | with trombone and the use of melo- | 
| the rest over a period of time. | phones with one in the brass section, 
| Basie has been arguing with MCA | group has volume of a 16-piece outfit. 
for months over the terms of his | Rines stresses the use of hand bells 
contract, claiming that the commis-|t© Ting out tunes and in this spot 
sion slice the office was exacting was | has made quite a hit. In current 

too heavy. His contention was that |St@d, Rines has been putting on 
ten hhhewe Chek Of Gnareting his bene straight 20-minute complete shows, 

con Aang perating his band | mixing swing, straight and novelty | 
, dropped his personal income below | numbers nicely. 
the yearly amount accumulated by| Rines also doubles as John Rvan 
the office in commissions. He re-|in the singing of novelty numbers, 
cently huddled with MCA officials | while Lorraine O’Day, cute blonde 
and arrived at a new scale of com- | trick, is reminiscent of Bea Wain. 
missions which MCA agreed to try | Rines shows a nice flair for show- 
| for a while. Agreement called for a manship in the novelty numbers with 


sliding percentage take by mca. | bis ability as a ventriloquist and 


: amateur magician filling in nicely. 
| based on the amounts the band was | Another feature of the band is its 
| paid on various dates. 


|nice handling of tone with no rau- | 
!cous blasts to drive the customers to 
the back of the hall, but keeping it 








Count Basie Wants Out 


Papers were to be signed last} 
| night (Tuesday) or sometime today | 
which would release the Count Basie 
orchestra from its booking contract 
with Music Corp. of America. Basie 
is paying approximately $10,000 to 





Leighton Noble. Latter one-nights always down where it doesn’t in- 
through tri-state area until Jan. 11 | trude. Malo. 


and then goes to Waldorf-Astoria in | 


N 1 
| ew York | LARRY FUNK ORCHESTRA 


Hy Heath and Fred Rose sold their Pv Denys Ariba soe 








ditty, ‘When Johnny Toots His | Kansas City, Missouri 


5 , 
| Horn,” to be sung in James Roose- | Although Larry Funk Is one of 
_velt’s ‘Pot o’ Gold. the younger fellows he’s a vet in the | 
| ban biz and shows the benefit of | 

Emil Newman doing musical scor- | experience. Crew is one of the best | 
ing job on ‘Tall, Dark and Hand- into the Southern Mansion in past} 
some’ at 20th-Fox. year or so, and it has more of a/| 
ge than ~ =e has gone} 
; . on Jing in for recently. nly requirement | 
merbert Stothart handling the | of a band in this spot is to play for 
Inusic assignment of ‘Andy Hardy’s |dancing and that Funk is doing nice- 
Private Secretary’ at Metro. ily filling the increasing demand for 








down the torrid swing which scarce- 
ly has a place in this smaller room. 
Often tagged ‘band with 1,000 
melodies,’ Funk can easily support 
this caption as he has a library of 
16,000 tunes and arrangements which 
he has made a hobby of collecting 
since he hit the music route in 1921. 
Crew, however, carries a compara 
tively small folio as much of its ar- 
rangements are memorized. This 
combination of available arrange- 
ments to be played at the leader's 
beck makes the band especially 
adept at medleys, and the crew can 
put in a number the instant a cus- 
tomer requests it. : 
To vary dance music Funk carries 
a pair of singers, Betty Harris and 
Eddie Scope. Miss Harris is the 
wispie type but has edge on looks 
as well as singing above par. Scope 
is in the medium voice range and 


|works both solo on_ ballads and 
snappy tunes and with Miss Harris 
on the more novel offerings. Funk 


takes a hand in the instrumentation 


occasionally, but mostly batons 
(without baton) for his group of 
nine. 

Johnny Allagna, pianist, and 


James Baker, saxist, work out most 
of the arrangements and leader also 
pencils one now and then. Personnel 
is completed by Joe Baker and Hi 
Clarke on reeds; Charles Day and 
Art Fields, trumpets; Billy Knittle, 
trombone; Wally Lawrence, drums, 
and Richard Duckworth, string base. 
Set for a month with an option 
and likely to move east after closing 
here. Quin. 


Courboin at 8 A.M. Sunday 


Dr. Charles Courboin, the concert 
organist, will hereafter give his 
weekly half-hour from the American 








| Academy of Arts and Letters, New 


York, at 8 a.m. on Sunday over the 
NBC red. 

Has been heard at 10:30 p.m. Sun- 
days heretofore. 





Al Datz left (20) Vaughn Monroe’s 
arranging staff to join Vincent Tra- 
vers. Johnny Watson remains with 
Monroe, 





é 
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Milw. Has a Vaude Boom; § Fox Fauity Over AGVA? Ken Murray Unit Reopens Minnesota: 
3 
e . Details of the Screen Actors 
abes DICYCHINg J {0 D-Act SMOWS <2: 2% v= ey = | Mpls, House Rent-Free for 5 Month 
sume jurisdiction over AGVA on ® ee or on S 
+ page 21, . ” 
Milwaukee, Dec. 24. ud les La Y This proposal came up at the " . 
sfost ambitions eomebeck tor | Det, Vaudeless Last Year, | sac voara meeting in nots. | Boston Has Busy Nitery oe a, nee Oe 
. ri t this town has seen ¢ 1 N y ? wool on Monday (23), : » | SF Greg See tem Ne Sve 
a vaudeville tha ets Full Diet ew lear s | W’k ? 0) nings 1 Fire months and permitting the lessee to 
Or is being tried out in local Fox nabes, ’ pe g ’ cancel the lease on two weeks’ no- 
ia eight of their houses putting on a iia | ce | tice any time during its duration, 
h weekend stage show in addition to — ; een, Dee. x. MIAMI NITERIES Boston, Dec. 24. | and by making the rent so low for 
* dual features, in some cases with e roit, which a year ago this time | A new nitery opened, an old one | the pee after the initial five 
al remarkably gratifying returns. Some | “4S getting no vaudeville, will have reopened under a new name and | can ‘aaa Page Par < 
a of the indies are doing likewise, giv- | plenty of it downtown this New another burned out here last week. |the insolvent Sttaeaeoter” sd 
. ing work to a lot of acts, and its| Year's Day. Besides the Colonial, the The Cave, under sam finally were able to obtai tenant 
a continuance will depend entirely | Michigan and Fox, two bi t u same manage- ) able to obtain a tenan 
ults over a reasonable |q h » two igges ment as the Vienna Room of Steu-/|for the $2,000,000 4,000-seat show? 
: he aan Ser Raed date utaiias te ose — ears oened ile Seneds ie Bad | y 
: p . alternating on vaude, his orchestra as the main draw. The i i 
ia : . , Phe og . . The Middle States Corp. of Mil- 
a Fox houses now putting on vaude | both will have shows. The Michigan Miami, Dec, 24. | Cave is the closest opposition to | waukee, operators of sa Wietaatde 
{nclude the Venetian, Paradise, Var- | will share its show with the Palms- cae ._. _ | Monte Proser’s Beachcomb . ; 
yr sity, Shorewood, Zenith, Riviera, | State, the performers bicycling from Class niteries here are swinging | Oth ; at eeawe ee, Se Sean eee 
ie ond Placa, and anywhere from|one howe to the other on New into high gear, after week marked | ) er entry is the uptown Cor- | Year’s Eve, with vaudfilm policy at 
; , b sibinde : ‘ covado, last year known as Zero! 28 and 39c, including tax. First 
three to six acts, and an orchestra. | Year’s Eve, y most frenzied openings in local- | ee . , . 
‘a the bills, depending upon ity’s history, Hereford, and now exploiting a/ show will have Ken Murray and his 
a make up the ; a pi Pr ~4 One of the second-runs in the : South American atmosphere. Cor-| unit plus Dixie Dunbar, Ruth Petty 
the capacities of the varteus eat _ | downtown sector, Broadway-Capitol, | Staged by Carl Erbe, Beachcomb- | covado is connected with Fox and | and, on screen, ‘Hit Parade of 1941’ 
or Each show plays two houses a night, | will toss in 10 acts of vaudeville and | €r’s Opening Tuesday (17) provided | Hounds Club. | (Rep). A. B. Marcus Show comes 
h busses being used to transport the Herb Straub orchestra New Year's | biggest splash, bowing in a la Holly- | The Hurricane, opened early this | second week 
a troupes in haste from one house to | Rye, | wood with entire block roped off, | seas b _ - y this |* , 
another. The show that goes on at | 8 .. | floodlights, loudspeakers blaring ar- | , om, Sree SS Sey saat After free five-month period, if 
me one Paradise at 8:20, for instance, |. Michigan and Fox will vault their | (Soy Res. a2 1 a broadcast. | “°°” With estimated $10,000 loss. option is exercised, rental will be 
7 “ : '|prices $1 for the New Year’s Eve ebs, and a_ broadcast. $1,000 a week first year and a mini- 
goes on at the Venetian at 9:25, and Show lineup includes Mary Jane 7 san 
h h stage shows. The scale moves from A ae ; mum of $1,000 a week against 15% 
so on throughout the group. a 65c top to $1.65 for downstairs and Walsh, Maurice and Cordoba, Tropi- | of mroes for next four s. T 4 
‘d Patrons seem to like the innova-| $110 for the balcony. Last year cal Dancers, Chavez and Ernie Holst | HOLT LINES UP whlch comet Se paid ons dental, tun 
or tion and the acts, among whom are both houses ran off double picture orchs. : about $50,000 a year. 
la occasional oldtimers, are of course, | bills for $1 top. Art Childer’s Royal Palm did a re- Theatre's : ae 
h optimistic. Stagehands, too, are ju- take following night, with Ted Lewis eatre's creditors meet this week | 
bilant over the extra work they are revue and Merriel Abbott girls pro- to approve or reject deal. If they 
getting for the first time in a number viding the show. Same evening saw reject, tenant must give up house 
; of years, Kitty Davis’ Airliner take off with cee coe eee ee ee cee i 
ee Downtown houses, too, are nib- Carol and Billy Vine, Soni Shaw and ele ha A a acer Te al , i 
bling at live entertainment to bol- ’ Samba troupe aboard. For antadi Stetes C “sh “i 4 p 
“ ster picture grosses. Fox has booked Tom Cassara got two licks: in Sees See NE: Save 2 ta 
‘a ‘Streets of Paris’ for the week of Thursday (19) San Neal Lang ston Lanning, formerly manager of 
. le f th ; the Wisconsin, Milwaukee, will be He 
‘d Jan. 10 and Ray Noble for the threw a cocktajl party for 600 to 4 E. J. Weisfeldt, Ri ; 
week of Jan. 24 at the Wisconsin christen former’s New Raleigh hotel, iii ie te 1k eee ee ee as (? 
or theatre, providing a little opposish and then opened Rhumba Casino ; eveland, Vec. 24. side managing director, will act in ! 
an for the Riverside, which through- with a charity preview for Greater Spanish dance team of Manuela | same capacity for Minnesota. eI 
or out the years has held to its vaude- Miami Empty Stocking Fund that | Del Rio and Albert Tores, whose | Minnesota Amusement Co. (Para- tial 
or film policy, and profitably. Fox's evening. Casino formally lighted up | W°™* has been restricted to the con- | mount) and Mort H. Singer pool aay 
h Miller, downtown grind, is also con- Friday (20) with Terry te Seancont | cert stage, is finally rhumba-ing into | has practically all major first-run Hib ‘ 
~ sidering stage shows. Chicago, Dec. 24 Camille de Montes. La Comparsa _vaudeville for debut at the RKO |screen product sewed up for loop 4 
ia Roy Pierce, downtown district . , te reagei Dancers, Fantasia’s Rumboleros, and | Panne were Sry bid f “oo and operators of Minnesota will have | 
unmnaee tor the Wot houses, whe tor | With Jack Irving taking over the Aiew Mathias tend | were corralled by Nat Holt, RKO | to look to Republic, Monogram and 
: se ° ., | active direction of the local Ameri- | ascii |}zone manager in Ohio, during a | other independents for pix. hi} 
ia several years past has been officed | a : - : Ss , saw debut of Latin | - : Pp ei 
: Pos |can Guild of Variety Artists office, ame evening saw Gebut of Latin | show-shopping trip to New York | ri ‘ ince its i 
or with other executives in the elab- located i ld Pal Island ; P | After having house since its in- 
a peor ascelny | there has been a concerted effort of | Quarter, ocated in o aim Island 'that netted him nine name stage | cent; in 1927. P t claimi i 
gh rather remote Varsity | lelub. Rev headed by Jack Col : a ; ception in , Paramount, Claiming j 
theat t ' | all members here to set the wheels |C’U9. evue Is headed by Jack Vole | shows for the next two months. | heavy ‘nut’ precluded profitable o if 
yr eatre sanctums, is moving down- humming once more. Irving’s new | dancers, and includes Emile Bore, ! Dave Bines, house producer, is build- | wh Eewes oe - ; 
sd town Jan. 1 to be in closer touch | } h identls a ws \Grisha and Brona, Lela Moore, |ing a New Year's week show tagged | eon relinquished it two years 
room has evidently swept clean, | ‘ ’ 4 »|ing a New Year’s week show tagged | Owners themselves recently 


with activities and will occupy head- 
quarters now being outfitted in the 


| giving the office a transfusion of 


| Henri Therrien, Frank Mazzone and | ‘Reyue 


Internationale’ around the 


ago, 


| tried operating it with vaudfilm pol- 


| new life. 

New local executive secretary held | 
a general discussion with Balaban & | 
Katz executives on an AGVA con- 
tract and is scheduled to again get 
together with B. & K. officials some 


| the Abbott dancers, Yvonne Bou- | concert team which will carry it 
vier, Clarissa and Parisian Dream | ground the circuit. 
gals. Dansapation is split between | 


icy during 25-week period, but took 
|bad financial beating before crying Fh 
Besides lining up Casa Loma band, | quits and filing bankruptcy petition. 1 
|Susanna Foster, young Paramount | Prior to taking whirl themselves and i 


“d 
-d Wisconsin theatre building. 
ca 


’ WHITE’S PREEM SHOW 





Joe Candullo and Lolita Cordoba’s 


bands. singer, and Jerry Lester for Jan. 3, | putting property through wringer, f 
Carousel, operated by Ben Brooks, Holt has a commitment on George | they had tried in vain to find a ten- i | 
managed to get under way Saturday | Raft for Jan. 10 if a new film does i 


ite’ , ‘ Thi | 2 ’ 
if we a oe Pg A pe Psd ' filmers. |Carmen troupe. |band bookings, Palace is looking | eration. 
ig Code, 3. Y., neta tomseesow CThure- | Others who have okayed the | |forward to hypoed business with 
2 day) with a former White ‘Scandals’ AGVA contract as submitted are Ed N Burl f Phill |several girl shows scheduled. ‘In- 
ne star, Ann Pennington among the heaggptene gt dhe ~-tbrhaige «r andady el itinienviny Aeteed anid | ternational Casino Revue’ comes in DET. NITERIES WILL GET 
0 features. Joan Edwards, Harris and OG, SO Snr? Ee, Demnit or Philadelphia, Dec. 24. | Jan. 24, ‘Folies Bergere’ due Feb. 7, ; 
rs Shore Bob Shea, Al Norman Carol Te Te Oe ae wr Plans are now being made for the | followed by Glenn Miller, Feb. 14. | BREAK THIS NEW YEAR § 
King Geraldine and Joe Gloria rene |unshuttering of the Lincoln, in the | Billy Rose’s ‘Diamond Horse Shoe’ | — 
= Blake Stosten Miller pi Ne- Also signatured to an AGVA con-| Negro section of Philly, for the unit, with Fritzi Scheff, is signed for a A 
1. gretem, Juanita Rios Mimi rie tract is the Michael Todd Theatre showing of colored burlesque shows. | Feb. 21, Bobby Byrne s band for | Detroit. Dec. 24. s 
~a- man, Coley Worth and Sascia Ray Bar, this contract having been orig- The house is now under lease to March 7, and Holt is also negotiat- After having two ruinous New aii! | 
r- Kay Penton, Estella y > Tponap ala Meaie | inally set in N. Y., but with final de- | Morris Wax, operator of a string of |ing with Humphrey Bogart for aj} yYear’s Eves here in succession, ay 
is ces Glendenning round anal the | tails arranged !ocaliy. Negro film. houses. week in February. Michigan’s niteries will get a break 1) 
i show, along with Shep Fieids and wus | this year. Going beyond the expec- at 
21o’s . tations of the state’s tavern keepers, ee} 
ly Fausto Corbelo’s bands. Herb ‘ ‘ , til 5 fi f 
in Magidson and Ben Oakland did the ]§ who had asked to stay open unt Hh 
S- tunes a.m., the State Liquor Control Com- ay 
‘ : mission surprised: everybody by ap- ap 
eg White will emulate the Billy Rose sd e ® proving drinking around the clock. fy 
id Diamond Horse Shoe idea of $1 rms n It is the first time since 1937 that the afi 
1e minimum for dinner and supper, er {Sin O | commission has lifted its ban on the 1} 
KS with graduating scales, according to sale of hard liquors. i} 
+ locations, naturally tilting it up. For the last two years the conjunc- iii 
id Corbelo shifts over from Monte tion of New Year's Eve with Sunday eal 
‘is Proser’s Copacabana, where Nat caused the commission either to for- bali 
ik Brandwynne’s band and a rhumba bid the sale of liquor before mid- oat 
yn combo headed by Juanita Juarez , night, or put the taboo on after mid- a) 
ns open Friday (27), when Adelaide night and also made all places close a 
of Moffett, Jane Deering and the Samba shop at 2 am. It hit the clubs and bali 
Sirens come in hotels hard, many dropping their f 
. ; AN LV prices to New Year’s Eve lows try- ad 
- ing to catch trade. i: § 
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The court remark efore reserv- . . dice-table workers. ‘is 
ne ing decision thet sgh nel Variety Office Largest employer was Vice Doyle, F ; 
lations are necessary for exhavete who hired about 100 at his Ringside. 
where large numbers of people The injunction petition filed by At- 
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SET: T0 USE POP SCALE ‘time this week for the final details on 














rant Employees International Al- 
liance, and Bartenders International 
League of America to restrain regu- 


and the carrying of identification 


| the contract, which will call for a 
| Guild shop setup in B. & K. vaud- 


| (21), with the Velero Sisters rnumba 
| band, Patty Ortel and the Pepito and | 





not call him back to the Coast. 
After a lean month with too many 
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ant. ‘They blamed inability to se- 
cure major screen product princi- 
pally for their own unsuccessful op- 








Approximately 200 employees in 
eight East St. Louis gambling houses, 


against all gambling throughout the 
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at the 
Lounge, 


Hildegarde, back 
Plaza hotel’s Cafe M, ¥. 
with Bob Grant's snappy band sex- 
tet—who is also marking a return, 
succeeding Emile Petti—continues 
one of the top intime cafe draws in 
town. Wisely eschewing the Vien- 
nese and kindred awkward dia- 
letic chansons, the only recourse to 
Hildegarde’s former ‘Continental’ 
style is “Ine Last Time I Saw Paris, 
which she pianologs so effectively. 
She also trailerizes her Decca re-| 
cording thereof. Otherwise, more in 
keeping with the Pan-American 
good-neighbor vogue, she recourses 
to ‘I Want My Mama’ in the original 
Portuguese, and sticks mainly to US. | 
musicomedy excerpts. A holdover, 
however, from another season, ‘Little 
Cafe Down the Street,’ is fetching. 

Completely new are the Solovox 
attachments to her own teinway 
and to the piano manned by Leo 
Kahn, her accompanist, so that some 
unusual novachord-like duet effects 
are achieved in between the vocals. 
Miss Hildegarde, photogenic as ever, 
is also highly aware of her style 
assets, and dresses uncommonly well 
in an evironment where the femme 
patrons’ own sartorial average 1s un- | 
usually high. 





Senny Kendis keeps the Stork 
a-popping with his energetic maes- 
troing from his own peppery plano. 
Sherman Billingsley’s svelte spot, 
one of the town’s high spots, is being | 
augmented by the Stork .Cub, new 
annex. which is sans music for | 
the leisurely diners who want peace- 
ful environment in the ‘21’ manner. | 
They can thereafter shift over into 
the Stork Club’s more energetic 
atmosphere, next-door, for dancing. 





Jackie Gleason, ex-Club 18, 
emerges as a facile cafe funster, as 
evidenced by his work at Leon & 
Eddie’s, N. Y.. away from merely 
stoogeing for Jack White, et al., at 
the mad fun factory across 52d street. | 
For that matter, the entire new 
L&E roster is a brisk entertainment, 
apart from the ever surefire Eddie 
Davis, star and co-owner of the spot. 
Dora Maugham, vet of Paris, Lon- 
don and smart U. S._ niteries, 
clicks with her sophisticated lyrics. 
Betty Allen, ex-Ethel Merman un- | 
derstudy in ‘DuBarry Was a Lady’ | 
and ‘Panama Hattie,’ is becoming a | 
more poised comedienne on a nitery | 
floor. The Colstons are one of those | 
Hartmanesque dance teams; Rene 
Villon a terping stripper; and Flashe | 
& Sunda, colored dance team with a 
marijuana conception, to round out | 
a well-balanced revuette. There are} 
eight Bobby Sanford girls for back- | 
ground, also to participate in the| 
eonga line which Nerida Segarra 
leads. and Lou Martin 
with his effective dansapation. 


Sande Williams, more or less a 
fixture at the Hotel Astor, N. Y., 
heads a very versatile band sextet 
in the hostelry’s Orangerie Room, 


wherein almost everyone of the com- | 


bo doubles on more than his own 
basic instrument, besides contribu- 
ting vocally. Williams violins at the 
helm, and the string bass, sax, piano, 
accordion and traps support make 
for a brisk and sprightly yet prop- 
erly subdued unit in a room as inti- 
mate as this. With Dick Kuhn’s 
combo in the Astor’s other room, the 
Broadway Lounge, and Williams in 


| formal 


Savoy- , the Orangerie, both street floor diner- 


ies do an okay and steady gross. 
Eddy Duchin argued with the Wal- 
dorf-Astoria’s management that the 
‘dress obligatoire’ rule at the Sert 
Room wasn't helping business, and 
so when Kay Kyser vacated the in- 
formal Empire Room, Duchin, plus 


Rosario and Antonio, moved across | 


the hall. The result is that the Wal- 
dorf’s Empire environment still gets 


l'about 90° of its patronage in ‘dress’ 


attire, but somehow the obligatory 
rule is no longer a hurdle. 
been brisk both for dinner and sup- 
per, leaving the Sert Room 100° 
for dinner with a Mischa 
Borr ‘society’ band. 

Bob Neller, expert ventriloquist, 
is an augmentation to the Duchin set- 
up, and the unusual young Spanish 


‘dancers, Rosario and Antonio, who 


are slated for a Metro filmusical as- 
signment, ‘Ziegfeld Girl,’ likewise 
continue to command strong word- 
of-mouth attention. 

Neller’s ventriloquial style, work- 
ing with the standard ‘fresh’ dummy 


‘along McCarthy lines, is however un- 


usual unto himself. There’s nothing 
‘roadcompany’ about Neller although, 
of course, it’s inevitable that the Ber- 
gen analogy comes up. His voice- 
throwing is expert, his material 


| strong, and the manner of projection 


and presentation highly effective. 
Among the highlights are the ‘Peter 
Piper’ routine and the hokum take- 
off on Bonnie Baker’s ‘Oh Johnny.’ 

Duchin’s crack band continues to 


lclick. He has a new and good vocal 


trio in The Earbenders for comedy 


/numbers, and Lew Sherwood’s own 


horn and vocal opportunities regis- 
ter as ever. Duchin goes to Palmer 
House, Chicago, next month, prior to 
his annual theatre tour. Leighton 
Noble follows him at the Empire on 
Jan. ii. 





Coq Rouge, N. Y., has two new 
dance combos, both sprightly, in the 


‘society’ manner, i.e. small units of 


five and six, headed by Johnny 
Oliver (accordion) and Harold Nagel 
(violin - conducting) respectively. 
They’re surefire dance-compelling 
combinations, well suited to Frank 


Bonacchini’s intime room on East 
56th. Marcella Hendricks (New 


Acts) is a personality blonde song- 
stress with a nice sense of pop vocal 
values, likewise good for a_ class 
boite of this calibre. Abel. 


WEISFELDT HAS RIGH 





Biz has | 


By Happy FPenway 





Saranac Lake, Dec. 24. 

Paul Sorkin, New York City boy 
who ozoned here less then six 
months, got his first thrill by getting 
an okay from his medico to do down- 
town shopping for the gang at the 
san. 

Nat C. Bolton, of old-time musi- 
cal act of Massey and Bolton, is try- 
ing to regain good health at 1210 
|East llth street, Amarillo, Texas. 
|Some of you old-time Gus Sun ac- 
tors might drop him a line. 
| Henry Beckman, N. Y. agent, 
| helloing and mitting his frau, Claire, 
who is progressing nicely at the 
Rogers. 
| William Chase, formerly of Chase 
jand Vail, beat a recent operation 
‘and is doing well. 

Joseph Bryant, Jr., who is bedding 
| successfully at the Rogers, all 
| hopped up over the visit of brother 
Marion. 


| Saranac Lake 
| 
| 


| Jack Altree, ex-New England 
| Manager who has staged a great 


;} comeback, now doing crayon draw- 
jings between rest periods. 

Jimmy Marshall, who ozones in 
Gabriel, did a nice job of m.c.’ing at 
'the Spanish Fiesta Guild, assisted 
| by Baker and Hanley, dancers from 
Montreal, and Gonzalez and Pavon, 
locals. Hotel Saranac’s Bryce La- 
vign and orch tooted. 

As usual, every patient in this Ac- 


ing from Sophie Tucker 
packed a wallop. 
Write to those who are ill. 





New Acts in Theatres 








CHRIS CROSS 
VENTRILOQUIST 
7 Mins.; One 
Paramount, N. Y. 
After five years doing a 12-voice 
one-man radio show a la Phil Cook, 





|past summer. Personal appearance 
lin a theatre while doing his air pro- 
|gram brought him to the attention 
lof orch leader Blue Barron, with 
i\whom he filled a half dozen dates 
|before he went on a 16-weeks tour 
| with Sammy Kaye. He comes fresh 
|from that to the Paramount. 
Although possessed of a number 
of dummies, all made by himself, 
| trim Par show allows him to ex- 
|} hibit only two. First is a large one 
;}in a cowboy outfit which is given 


BALLY, BUT WRONG TIME) scicea"ucecmns pave secees 
| 





Milwaukee, Dec. 24. 


At any other time of the year he| 
might have gotten away with it, but | 
holds over | when Ed. J. Weisfeldt, manager of the | 


Riverside theatre, put a live. ele- 
phant on parade in front of his box- 
office to ballyhoo his Christmas 


week circus show Friday (20), the 
{holiday shopping traffic was all tied | 
up in a knot right on one of down- 


town’s busiest corners. 


A deluge of protests poured into| tation of the quartet 


the City Hall and Asst. City Atty 


is a small blackface doll just about 


| the size of Cross’ hand. Lips, eye- 
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Night Club Reviews 





TERRACE ROOM, N. Y.) 


(HOTEL NEW YORKER) 


Woody Herman Orch (15) with 
Muriel Lane; Ice Ballet with Erna 
Anderson, Adele Inge, John Kinney, 
Mary Lee Bennett, Ronnie Roberts, 
| Doraine Farley, Ballet Line (6). 


The Woody Herman band went 


| being out of it only 10 weeks, the 
| fastest return booking ever handed 


| 


{an orchestra at the Terrace Room. 
In returning it to the stand for an- 


choosing wisely because the Herman 
group finally seems to be on its 
way. In its initial eight weeks here, 


Lyman’s band came in, Herman ac- 
counted for 25% better business than 
the hotel had ever done before. 


Now, however, the test will be 
more definite Whereas in his last 





no opposition to speak of, 
jstretch pits him against Glenn 
Miller, who’s to be followed by 
Jimmy Dorsey, at the nearby Hotel 
Pennsylvania. F 
Herman’s crew of four saxes, three 
trombones, three trumpets and four 
irhythm is, from a musical stand- 


this 


; | point, one of the best bands avail- | 
tors Colony got his annual greet- 


and it | 


able. Its style is unlike that of any 
other outfit and is immediately 
recognizable. Its playing is clean 
and precision-like in sweet or swing 
and the arrangements written for it 
of pops, originals or what-have-you 
are in solid taste. At one time this 
band leaned mostly towards drive 
| Stuff with emphatic rhythms and 
accent on brass. It still rolls out 
enough of that style to sate the 
sizzler-loving kids, but it’s balanced 
perfectly by smoothly and attract- 





Chris Cross took to vaude during the | 


ively done ballads. No more could 
be asked. 


Herman’s work out front, singing 


or lipping a clarinet or alto sax, 
which he seems to do with equal 
facility, is augmented by a new 


singer. She’s Muriel Lane, undoubt- 
edly the best vocalist the outfit has 
had. Joining the band for the first 


time the night it opened here, she | 


impressed very favorably 
clear and easy-ranged voice. 

Accompanying ice ballet 
pretty much of a repeat of the rou- 
tines of the past. All performers, 
except Adele Inge, are New Yorker 
regulars. Latter is a skater of no 
mean ability, her acro and _ trick 


with a 


forward. She’s billed as the only 
skater in the world doing it. Ron- 


| brows, eyes and coat are outlined} nie Roberts, a familiar face, works 


phosphorescently, gleaming in 
purple spot which hides Cross. 


are frequently difficult or impos- 
sible to hear because, in the inter- 
ests of realism, Cross places the pine 
stick’s mouth in front of the mike 
|instead of his own. It’s a point of 
| technique which must be improved. 

Negro doll warbles the Ink Spots’ 
jfamed ‘If I Didn’t Care’ in an imi- 
Fidelity isn’t 
| 99 and 44/100%, but it’s pretty good. 


: . . T ielee ¢ idig 2s 
Leo Hanley, basing his ruling on an | Number clicks solidly to bring the 


ordinance which prevents 


from using shows to advertise shows,| par pills the newcomer variously 
rushed an order to the police de-| as Cris Cross and Criss Cross. but 


the pachyderm’s|he insists it should be Chris Cross. 


partment halting 
| performance pronto. 


theatres | 
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rather pleasant looking ventriloquist 
| back for a flock of bows. 


Herb. 
| WESSON BROS. (2) 
Imitations 
8 Mins. 
Roxy, N. Y. 

Two young lads in impressions of 
well-known personalities that take 
on freshness through the means em- 
ployed. One of the boys, the smaller, 
does the facial and other expressions 
called for while the other is at the 
mike supplying the voice. Only 
exception is Martha Raye, when one 
of the Wessons does both voice and 
expression 

Edward G. Robinson, Wallace Beery, 
Fannie Brice, Bergen and McCarthy, 
President and Eleanor Roosevelt are 
j}among the takeoffs, all good, the 
| Roosevelts especially so. 
|sons top it all off with a burlesqued 
| dance bit. 
Carthy also stands out. 

Act scored strongly 
caught. 





here, when 
Char. 


RHYTHM BROWN 
Roller Skate Dancer 

6 Mins. 

Hippodrome, Baltimore 

Well-dressed in white tux and 
handling himself in showmanly 
style, Rhythm Brown is a colored 
boy with some possibilities for more 
ambitious doings. Lad whacks out 
three strong hoof’ routines on roller 
skates, making each tap count legiti- 
mately and mixing in some okay 
acro stuff as well. 

Highlights session with set-to on 
table top. Shortening of routines 
and polishing up his tricks would 
help this lad into well-deserved 
recognition. Is hit of current ‘Balti- 
more Follies,’ annual local talent 
revue staged here in conjunction 





H. Ted Routson, Burm. 


| 


The Wes- | 


Imitation of Bergen-Mc- 


| 
| 
| 


with the Baltimore News-Post by | 


| 


ajalone and with Doraine Farley in 
|acrobatie duos. 
Big dummy is indulged in a string skates sole and teams with Mary | 
lof gags of varying value, but which| Bennett in precision eutting. j 


John Kinney also 


Erna 
Anderson repeats her speedy spins 
and twirls and introduces a smooth- 
ly-done piece using colorful, simu- 
lated butterfly wings. Line of six 


girls adds color in snappily cos- 
tamed production numbers. They’re 
all lookers. Wood. 


BAL TABARIN, S. F. 


San Francisco, Dec. 20. 
Five Mazellos, The Velascos (2), 
| Marc Ballero, Howard Nichols, Gary 
| Nottingham’s Orch. 


Frank Martinelli, Frisco’s No. 1 
night club was inhabited so long by 
‘Grandfather’s Follies’ that a change 
of show is news. Nottingham’s band 





Spot boasts an NBC wire. 


Toplining are the Maxellos, three | 


boys and two girls, quintet of acros 
who are smash. It’s all done with 
feet here, understanders parking on 


backrests with elevated tootsies to | 


toss the others about. 
foot-to-foot stuff, midair 
double flips and loops which some- 


Plenty of 


back into this spot Friday (20) after | 


| date here Herman had practically | 


skating being capped by a full flip | 


Operated by Tom Gerun and | 


stays on to accompany the new unit, 
| booked by Music Corp. of America. | 


changes, | 


times have three twirling as a unit 
It’s a fast, perfectly timed routine 
which can work close to an audi- 
ence, as here, where the stage js 
a raised dance floor surrounded on 
three sides by tables. 


Maxellos spice the act by inviting 
customers to come up for a bit of 
kicking around which is good for 
| screams gplenty. Whole gang works 
|in close to prevent possible spills 
while the payees are given a few 
whirls and pratt-jarring tosses. 

Contrast introduced nicely in 
shape of the Velascos, smooth ball- 
room team opening with a tone 
poem number and closing with 


(Continued on page 54) 


New Acts In Cafes 


| 

OLGA BACLANOVA 
10 Mins. 

| Songs. 

Algonquin Hotel, N. Y. 


Veteran stage and screen star, 
still a fetching blonde for all her 
ears in the spotlight, has been 
working in class Russe and ‘contin- 
ental’ cafes of late in and out of 
New York. She's currently at the 
Algonquin hotel’s Supper Club, suc- 
ceeding Greta Keller, and is quite 
|a ‘name’ for a cafe. 
Featuring deep-throated chansons 
| which, when they’re in the Russian, 
|French or gypsy-camp idiom, are 
| effective. Miss Baclanova veers into 
| dangerous shoals when she essays 
| ballad pops in English. It shows up 
|her voice which, for one thing, is 
best attuned to what is broadly 
| termed ‘sophisticated’ delivery, i.e. a 
| husky-voiced rendition. In a foreign 
| tongue it’s a good match: when she 
|tackles Tin Pan Alley’ excerpts 
her voice is found wanting. 


None the less, in an environment 
|such as this, Miss Baclanova is a good 
|personality which, along with her 
general rep and showmanship, more 
than carries her over the hurdles. 


other 13 weeks, the New Yorker is | 





ending early last October when Abe | 


| 








Furthermore, here she has tiptop 
instrumental assistance from Bela 
| Bizony, continental concert violin- 


ist, and Renato, guitarist, with Oscar 

|/Andree at the ivories. They give 
her an impressive ‘presentation,’ 
spotlight all the attention on the 
vodka chanteuse. Abel. 


seems | 


MARCELLA HENDRICKS 


Songs 
8 Mins. 
| Coq Rouge, N. Y. 
Miss Hendricks must have had 
previous radio experience judging 


by the expert manner in which she 
|handles herself at the mike. She 
doesn’t permit the mike to eclopse 
| her attractive blonde personality, 
and what’s more, possessed of a full- 
ranged soprano, she doesn’t need it 
too much. She's sufficiently dis- 
tanced from the electrical pickup 
without in any way minimizing her 
| vocal effectiveness. 

Her repertoire {fs more or less 
surefire, opening with ‘Smoke Gets 
In Your Eyes,’ thence into ‘Our Love 
| Affair.” ‘Parlez-Moi d’Amour’ (in 
good French diction), finaleing with 
‘Make Believe,’ another Jerome Kern 
| excerpt. 
| Her vocal ability, coupled with her 
| personality ‘front,’ makes her a good 
bet in any cafe. She registered 
handily here. Abel. 





Clarence Fuhrman’s KYW house 
band to play for charity ball of the 
| Cooper hospital, Camden, N. J., Fri- 
|day (27). 
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reached you in the mail, I take this oppor- 


| which you so fervently pray. 
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Dec. 25, 1940. 
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e |cuit Court here against Sally Rand | 4ay (25). 
j. AXE — a en owner of the | Jack Flex comes from Cleveland 
is | Bowery. amtrarnck niter ] to rep] arvey 
n BAC she i aeoceine for eee cane _ee. Dick - Aenea a | Asa result of an investigation into | Cohen, president, and Joseph Ward, 
The stories all hinted that the per- | assistant. the activities of night clubs and caba- vice-president. Charges the same; 
8 former, noted for her undress. was | |rets concerning alleged failure to|amount sought $1,000. Other two 
of oa | being sued by a New York clothing | | file returns on federal income taxes |N. Y. spots are strictly taverns. . 
td uiladeipnhia, se | me " = | and for embezzlement of those taxes,| Ross Fenton Farms, Asbury Park, 
is The State Unemployment _Com- heh octyea oe was loath to pay Sor 3 Want Westchester | Jesse Moss, special assistant to the |N. J., operated by the R & A. Restau- 
wr pensation Board last week issued my Sieieawis. Geb aense Seiad 0 Seite | e attorney general in N. Y., announced |rant Corp., and Maurice Abraham, 
‘pay-up-or-else’ order of unemploy- | siiier eilenie @ po ster re ‘t ce = r Aud, Seating 5,000, For Monday (23) that during the past 18 | known as Ralph Maurice, is charged 
in ment compensation taxes for musi- ar oui aan ae As bey i ape - : P |months the Government has had 90 | with failure to file tax returns. In- 
i. cians to operators of hight clubs. | oe . bs . on umes at all, Band and Vaude Polic _to 95 cases of alleged violations and | dictment was filed in Newark. 
le The first spot to pay delinquent taxes rf . ae gd curtains and drapes y recovered in excess of $2,000,000. The | Ditto the Club Miami, of Newark, 
th was the Benjamin Franklin hotel, bee h gel Rand had picked out |statement was issued in conjunction |and Isidore Kaplan, its operator, 
for musicians who worked the Gar- he “a ‘ Phas ss Hotel White Plains, New York, County | with indictments of nine night clubs, | Charge is failure to file returns. 
den Terrace. The hotel management | sien 16 ng _ bag ped f a a Center, 5,000-seat auditorium which| handed up by Moss to a federal} Last, is the Atlantic Beach Merry- 
paid taxes for 1937-38 and 39. At e notel was to pay for them. | ran Sunday afternoon and evening | grand jury, with six of the clubs be- | Go-Round, Atlantic Beach, L. I., with 
least a dozen ce gras _— either = name band and vaude shows for a|ing in Manhattan, two in New Jer-| Nicholas Diorio, alias Nick Bates, 
their checks for back taxes, or noti- ? a |short time last winter, probably will | sey, and one on Long Island. operator, also named. Charges are 
pee fied the board that they would do so FLO 0 CONNEL SETTLES resume the same calias diab jan. 1, The total of violations for all is|@™mbezzlement of taxes, failure to 
before the end of the year. but under different management.| approximately $25,000, and marks | turn over taxes and failure to file 
Dec. 31 is the deadline for payment SUIT y§ CAP PASSAIC Three bookers are now dickering for|the first time that Moss has added | returns. 
of the State levies in order to get 7 ’ the spot, A. & B. Dow, Max Rich- | New Jersey to his suits. 
credit toward the Federal social se- . | ards and Jimmy Evans. Latter op-| The clubs named are the Hurricane ‘ ‘ 
ar, curity tax. In a all a Suit by Florence O’Connel, mem- | erates the New Haven, Conn., Arena | Restaurant, Inc., operators of The Joe Moss Fairway, 
er ployers who pay contributions into ber of the vaude team of O’Connel | under similar policy. Hurricane, on Broadway, and Mario e 
en the State fund (2.7% of the payroll) | and Moore, for $20,000 damages for| Westchester spot did pretty good | Tosatti, president, and Murray Zales, N.Y., in Bankruptcy 
of ? are allowed to deduct this from their | personal injuries suffered in an acci- |business last year, but ran into| secretary. The charges are failure The William Moss Catering Corp., 
Me end of the social security levy. Un-/| dent Dec. 31, 1939, on the stage of | trouble because of the comparatively | to file returns to pay taxes collected, | operating a restaurant called the 
ee less this is paid before Jan. 1, they _ the Capitol, Passaic, N. J., against the | small population of White Plains.!and embezzlement of the taxes.| Fairway Yacht Club, 450 East 52d 
ite will have to pay the entire 2.7%, plus Stanley Co. of America, operators of | Les Rees, one of its operators then, | Amount sought is $3,800. street, N. Y., filed a voluntary peti- 
an additional 3% to the Government. | the theatre, was settled and discon- | explains that despite the fact the| Second club is Mon Paris, operator | tion of bankruptcy in N. Y. federal 
- At first the nitery ops were hold- | tinued out of the N. Y. federal court | policy did well while he had it,|of Maison Paris, Inc, N. Y., and | court, Monday (23), listing assets of 
n, ing back awaiting the outcome of a/ Friday (20). Miss O’Connel claims | the cost of advertising in order to | Joseph Fernandez, operator. Charges | $850 and liabilities of $10,783. 
re test court action filed recently in the | she broke an arm in a fall from the | draw enough crowd was prohibitive.|are alleged embezzlement of taxes} Among the liabilities is $3,685 
to State Superior Court by Frank Pa- ' stage. In short, the shows had to be|collected. Amount sought is $1,500. | owed in salaries to 43 employees. Of 
ys lumbo, operator of a South Philly Defense interposed was that the | heralded far and wide in that lo- Other spots and persons cited are | the assets, $200 consists of monies 
up spot bearing his name. But last! accident was a result of Miss O’Con-|cality. In order to break even on|the Ha Ha Club, and Nathan Levine, | owed the bankrupt. 
Wy week Palumbo’s attorney, Charles | nel’s carelessness, and that when she | the cost an almost capacity turnout | president. Charges are the same;| This is Joe Moss’ enterprise, fol- 
‘a Solit, withdrew the case. took the job she assumed the risks | was imperative each week. He hadj|amount sought is $1,000. Fourth | lowing the demise of his Hollywood 
gn Palumbo’s attorney had contended | that went with it. | several losing ones, however. club is The Barrel of Fun, andIrving'and International Casino ventures. 
he that the tax was illegally levied on = 
pis af the cafe owner and should properly | = on enna 
be paid by the band leader. But 
ont this contention was turned down by 
od a ruling of the State Unemployment | 
1er Compensation Board. 


re Agents of the board last week went 

es. over the books of Local 77, Ameri- SLATE BROTHERS 
te can Federation of Musicians, check- 
in- ing over the spots played by its and Fay Carroll 
car members as a means of determining 


ive who is liable for the back taxes. 
ym, 


aa DUAL VAUDE SHOW FOR © 
NEW YEAR’S EVE IN DET. 


Detroit, Dec. 24. 
For the first time here two theatres 


CAME IN FOR TWO WEEKS 
STAYING ONE SOLID YEAR! 






























_ will use entirely the same New 
she Year’s Eve show. Marks the first | 
She time two downtown houses will ad- 
pse vertise the same bill, the double- | C li 
ity, header being at the Michigan and vompluments to 
ull- Palms-State, both United Detroit MR CARROLL 
Bay theatres and about four blocks apart. . 
cin Both will sell reserved seats for the Signed — The Cast 
4 double presentation. RECORD SMASHING 
The show will consist of Rose- ; 
_ mary Lane, Four Ink Spots, Allen \ 51 W E E K Ss in 1940 
“ats and Kent, Lynn, Royce and Vanya, mai Ea a aad 
ove Dean Murphy and Paul Remos and ___THE CAST SPEAK THEIR ,  ———s J 
(in his Toy Boys with ‘Second Chorus’ [ SLATE BROTHERS...“We knew the job wouldn't be steady.” | 
se as the picture. FAY CARROLL (Mrs. Henry Slate)...“ love it—am having a ( 
e ee 3 baby.” "93 % 
it — STERNER SISTERS ..“The happiest year we've ever spent— a . 
her Dan F ch Mana es thanks to Mr. Carroll. ; . xs . 
LOLITA AND ARDO...*‘Mr. Carroll: It’s been World o 
ood g STERNER SISTERS ; Pleasure’ and os soe eratetul a followin we LOLITA AND ARDO 
red T H ld X (0) ‘ established with the Khumba an ‘onga sessions, . 
l. 0 f0 mas umen Dancers Extraordinary as well as our show.” . The King and Queen of 
JEAN TIGHE...“ ‘The World of Pleasure’ was a world o Romantic, Rhythmic Dancing 
aneianininins pleasure.” 
Atlanta. Dec. 25 BILL BRADY. e“Awfally happy as I go into my second year ‘ 
‘ P saat adlaagthedesie eae ith Mr. ¢ 7° 
Use Every Christmas for the past five MANNY STRAND “Now starting my third year, and love it.” 
the years Dan Fitch, Dixieland showman, BERYL WALLACE. ..“S stand shew, © Gmne com, — 
Fri- has had a unit on the Capitol stage oa = - -_ —— en es ee 
here. The past five years have been % TRULY THE “ACTOR’S HEAVEN”! 
— very kind ones for Fitch, and, being *% AMERICA’S MOST GLAMOROUS THEATRE} 
= & superstitious fellow, he wanted * 60 MOST BEAUTIFUL GIRLS IN THE WORLD! 


desperately to keep the string un- 
broken and open a unit at the Cap- 
itol again this Christmas. 
| Things looked bad. The Capitol 
had discontinued stage shows. Fitch 
was blue but persistent. His weekly 
queries as to policy changes by the 
management finally brought him the 


* 40 BREATHTAKING SCENES, NEVER SURPASSED! 
* A GREAT LAUGH SHOW! 


EARL CARROLL 


THEATRE HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA —  & 








= right answer. The Capitol would 
— return to its old stage and picture 4 
aie Policy. 


The String is still unbroken. Dan 
Fitch’s ‘World of Pleasure’ unit opens Fi 
On schedule Christmas day, to make 
it six years in a row. 


Marden Signs Pitt Dancer : 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 24. 
Marianne Rohrkaste, local dancer * 
snown professionally by only her | JEAN TIGHE 
rst name and who has been appear- | : 
ing lately at El Chrco, local rhumba | Beautiful Songstress 
Spot, has been signed by Ben Marden and Comedienne 
for a featured spot in his opening 
show at the Colonial Inn in Florida. 
' Couple of friends of Marden’s were i 
n Pittsburgh last week, caught 
Marianne’s act and immediately MANNY STRAND BERYL WALLACE 
Gene po vig la Pigg ol ven Musical Director and Arranger Popular Chanteuse 


| @n audition. She did and contract 


lier eat sf peor and then gous THRU THESE PORTALS PASS THE MOST BEAUTIFUL GIRLS IN THE WORLD 


south, 
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BILL BRADY 
Lyric Tenor 
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PARAMOUNT, N. Y. | 


Tommy Dorsey Orch with Frank 
Sinatra, Connie Haines, Buddy Rich, 
Ziggy Elman and the Pied Pipers; 
Chris Cross, Lorraine & Rognan, 
Nicholas Bros.; ‘Love Thy Neighbor’ 
(Par), reviewed in current issue. 





Playing its umpteenth return en- 
gagement at the Paramount, Tommy 
Dorsey's crew is given strong sup- 
port by a well-rounded trio of acts 
to provide a highly entertaining 
hour. The three turns booked in- 
dependently of the band, as a mat- 
ter of fact, pretty much steal the 
show away from the ‘sentimental 
gentleman.’ While, of course, okay 
instrumentally, Dorsey’s crew when 
caught exhibited some Weak sisters— 
and brothers—in the vocalizing de- 
partment. 

Battle for top honors is between 
the Nicholas Bros. (2) and Lorraine 
and Rognan. Nicholases, with their) 
fine tap work and warbling, their ex- 
uberant personalities and an_ all- 
around appeal, win the nod by a 
shade of applause. The two Negro 
youngsters alse get full advantage of 
a swell session with Buddy Rich, | 
Dorsey’s drummer, who comes down | 
from the stand to dance with them. | 
This combination, plus an unerring 
feeling for rhythm, tricky stepping | 
and the heated Portuguese vocaliz- | 
ing of the younger of the brothers, 
makes the turn unbeatable. 

Lorraine and Rognan have had a 
number of predecessors in similar | 
acts and even borrow a bit of their | 
clownish dancing from The Hart- 
mans, but score heavily. Femme in- 





dulges in such by-play as tossing her | Stage certainly reflects it. 


derriere out of joint, limpty-legging | 


it across the stage and bending her | 
face into perpetually laugh-getting|. 
She indulges in all sorts of | 
vocal and physical by-play with her | 


angles. 


tall male partner, winding up with a 
waltz that turns out to be the ex- 
pected comedy. Rognen gives the 


femme a chance for a _ costume 
change with some good acro and 


comedy terping on his own. Feud 
between Dorsey and Miss Lorraine, 
which results in her chasing him 
al] over the bandstand and his jump- 
ing out of the way every time she 


looks at him is also good for mirth. | 


Chris Cross (New Acts) is a ven- 
triloquist making his first major 
vaude appearance after five years in 
radio. Act needs a little more shap- 
ing to the new technique, but offers 
some novelties and meshes hyindily. 

House provides a neat intro for 
Dorsey as his outfit comes up on the 
elevator stage. Colored film of him 
{s projected on the full outer cur- 
tain, coming in from the right side, 
first showing the trombone and then 
gradually the maestro. As it moves 
across the curtain, the name comes 


rippling out of the horn, Dorsey in| marionets are another bright spot. | 
Rheme.| The dolls are almost lifelike as they | 


person meanwhile playing his t 

Drummer-boy Rich is spotlighted 
throughout the show and exhibits 
plenty of reason why with his torrid 
stick work. Buildup culminates in 
his annearance with the Nicholas 
team. Ziggy Elman gets the second 
instrumental break. His trumpeting 
of his original ‘And the Angels 
Sing’—particularly with a few in- 
terpolated military bugle notes for 
comedy—is tops. 

On the vocal end, diminutive 
Connie Haines shows the only merit. 
With plenty of personality and a 


nice sense of showmanship, she 
registers well with ‘Rhumboogie’ 
and other tunes. Frank Sinatra’s 


warbling when caught appeared tired 


and hoarse, which may have been 
explainable at midnight Saturday, 


the day’s sixth show. Pied Pipers, 
two boys and a gal who are aided 
by various members of the crew, 
also appeared limp, but, added to 
that, were definitely flat and sour. 
Did best on ‘Friendship.’ 

Dorsey as ever, of course, is the 
accomplished and good-natured m.c., 
doing evervthing possible to aid and 
= up the other acts. He goes 
ight on his own tromboning in the 
current appearance. Herb. 





KEITH’S BOSTON 


‘ Boston, Dec. 19. 

Don Cummings, Kenny and Norris, 
Walt Coolidge, Joyce Gallimore, Mia 
Miles Trio with Del Ohrel, Larry 
Flint House Orch.; ‘The Devil Bat’ 
(Prod.) and ‘Her First Romance’ 
(Mono). 








All but Don Cummings, who head- 
lines this bill, are local acts, better 
known for their club and banquet 
dates. All-in-ail, the hometown tal- 
ent averages up to as good an offer- 
ing as is sometimes booked in here 
from more distant points. 

Cummings m.c.s, bringing on the 
other acts with a commendable 
flourish. In his own next-to-shut 
spot, the rope-twirler and gagger 
gets away with some old stuff be- 
cause he knows how to seli it; the 
incidental rope tricks register okay, 
as usual. He can sock out a story, 


but it would be refreshing to catch Latell in an authentic canine suit) nade,’ 


him with a new assortment of ma- 
terial, 

Kenny and Norris, horizontal bar 
acrobats, stopped show when caught, 
though the opening act. 


- 


| nett 


puppetry, using solo dolls, caricatur- 
ing real and fictitious personalities 
A rhumba dancer, a W. C. Fields 
marionet, and a ‘Luke McGluke’ 


accentric } neo } ‘ it is . , } 
eccentric hoofing bum lead up to his |Blane and Tommy Gleason's Royal 


best number, a skating doll dressed 
as Sonja Henie. Excellent response 
to the skating turn brings Coolidge 
on with a skeleton jitterbug encore 
which is fairly amusing. 

Joyce Gallimore, winner of a radio 
contest conducted locally 
WEEI, pleases with four tuhes, both 
swingy and ballad. Miss Gallimore, 
with a sweet, smooth personality, 
comes through best on the latter 
type, namely, ‘Give You My Word’ 
and ‘Only Forever.” Opens with 
‘Down Argentine Way’ and _ later 


vocals ‘You're the One.’ Has a chance | 


of making the grade in band and 
vaude work when she develops more 
finesse on the gestures and stage 
presence. 

Closing turn are the Mia Miles 
Trio, mixed, with conventional ball- 
room and an adagio, built around a 
Mexican hat dance by the girl. Del 
Ohrel, working solo, was well re- 
ceived for her double-jointed acro 
twisting on a pedestal. Fox. 








EARLE, PHILLY 





Philadelphia, Dec. 21. 
Clyde McCoy Orch (14) with Ben- 
Sisters (3) and Wayne Gregg, 
Three Stooges, Catherine Westfield; 
‘Night at Earl Carroll’s’ (Par). 





It's Christmas week, traditionally | 


the worst seven-day period in show 
biz, and the show on the Earle’s 
Ti’s the 
saddest offering the house has given 
its patrons in many a moon. 

Clyde McCoy and his boys are 
just another band. No zip, no nov- 
elty. A good enough orch to dance 
to, but lacking in the showmanship 


ithat makes a dance outfit a stage 
| attraction. 
vocals and McCoy’s cornet are the | 


Wayne Gregg’s baritone 


bright spots, but, for the rest it’s 
| just cut-and-dried stuff. 
| The Three Stooges aren’t much 


help. Some of their antics get the 
guffaws from the stub-holders, but 
|they spoil their stint with a series 
| of inane gags, surrounded with their 
usual slapstick biz. Also out of 
place in a family-trade house is their 
below-the-belt dialog in dialect. 
Latter comes in part two of the 
Stooges’ act, in which ‘Curly’ im- 
personates a Bulgarian rajah. The 
stunt has plenty of laugh-getting 
possibilities without the outhouse 
humor. 

The Bennett gals sing and dance, 
and both of their talents are strictly 
so-so. The finale with the trio doing 
a conga with three guys in the band 
could well be left out entirely. 

Catherine Westfield’s dancing 


| hoof around the stage, representing 
film stars. Best are takeoffs on 
Anne Neagle in ‘No, No, Nanette,’ 
Joe E. Brown and Donald Duck. 
Biz at catching (Saturday night) 
was way off Shal. 


| TOWER, K. C. 





| 
Kansas City, Dec. 22. 
Alfred Latell, Torre Twins and 
Torrence, Lightning Flashes (3), 
Lester Harding, Yuletide Kiddie 


Revue, House Line. Herb Six House | 


Orch: 
(20th). 


‘Youth Will Be Served 


week brings 
lull, which is a good 
work in a kiddie rey of local 
origin. The show runs 55 minutes 
by virtue of leading off with 25 juves 
showing their songs and dances in 
25 minutes. This is about a 20% in- 
crease in time, justified more by the 
promotional value than the enter- 
tainment score, although the young 
sters make up in vim and vigor what 
| they may lack in experience. 

The troupe of kiddies are from the 


Christmas 
nual 


the an- 
time to 


ue 


| studios of Stover-Lane and Shirley 
| Pierce. Juves are on and off with 
good pace, present their varied 


types and qualities of entertainment 
and get their end of the show com- 
pleted creditably. 

Lester Harding takes ove: 
there as m.c. to bring on the 
ard acts and the house force 
combine with the kiddies to make 
this ‘Passing Show of 1940.” First of 
the standards is an adagio acrobatic 
and balancing turn, with stocky Tor- 
rence as anchor man for the blonde 


from 
stand- 


which 


Torre twins. Regular house line 
follows in a seasonal candycane 
turn, 


In keeping with the show’s title 
| Harding reels off quintet of choruses 
of the song hits which have passed 
through the loudspeakers of 1940, 
making ‘I'll Never Smile Again’ his 
choice for the top of the year. Gets 
| a good hand on the recent favorites 
and encores with ‘Holy Night,’ which 
is baritoned well. 

Novelty turn its offered by Al 
as he accurately pantomimes the 
| antics of a bull pup for a goodly 
| Share of chuckles. Closing spot Is 
taken by the Lightning Flashes, 


The house 


through | 


| 


| STRAND, N. Y. 





Abe Lyman’s Band (18) with Rose 


Guards (6); Beity Bruce, Fred 
‘Pansy’ Sanborn & Co. (2); ‘Santa Fe 


Trail’ (WB), reviewed in Variery, | John 


Dec. 18. 


|} Though Abe Lyman’s band is get- 
each of the specialty turns at least 


ates commensurately with the head- 
| liner in the generally diverting 50- 


minute setup brought in for the 
three-week holiday stretch. This, 
incidentally, is Lyman’'s third 


straight Yuletide date at the Strand. 
After Lyman’s opening band num- 
| ber, first of the acts to take over is 
Tommy Gleason's Royal Guards (6), 
| heroic-type of warblers with re- 
| splendent uniforms of blue and white 
| that are in keeping with their title. 
| They do a medley of tunes sung by 
| Jeanette MacDonald 
| Eddy in films, in addition to a novy- 
elty about a soldier’s life in the 
army, which breaks up the some- 
what tiresome posturing. They're 
generally listenable, with particular 
femme appeal. The sextet, after a 
change to the conventional sky-blue 
dinner jackets of the band, supple- 
| ment the latter later on for Lyman’s 
lexcellent presentation of ‘Melan- 
| choly Baby,’ with its glee club effect. 
| Particularly , notable here is 
| changing, effective lighting. 
Rose Blane is the Lyman unit's 
| vocalist and she goes over big with 
| four tunes, opening with a scat num- 
ber and then smashing over solidly 


| with ‘Down Argentine Way,’ ‘Beat 
|Me Daddy’ and, for an _ encore, 


| ‘Rhumboogie.’ 
| Betty Bruce is skimping seemingly, 
| but that may 
| indefinitely. Attractive in a yellow 
and lame costume that’s in keeping 
| with the bright, eye-filling colors 
of the general stage setting, Miss 
Bruce does two numbers, one an 
encore, for a generous response from 
the moderate attendance that caught 
| the last show on Friday. 

| Winding up the specialties, 
| giving it the humor necessary to 
}round out the show compactly, is 
| Fred ‘Pansy’ Sanborn with his 
usually smash hoke xylophoning. 
Sanborn foils during the first couple 
of moments for Charlie Lawrence's 
legerdemain, but when the wood- 
pile is rolled on the thumper goes 
to work to rock the audience. It’s 
| all stuff that he’s made standard 
through the years, but bears no end 
| of repetition because of the pan- 
tomimic’s neat sense of comedy. 
| However, he breaks that up with his 
| strong legit turn with 
towards the end. 


Lyman, as m.c., handles the show 
| with neatness, dispatch and 
trusiveness. His unit (18) is doing 
| three numbers, opening with ‘Cho- 
colate Rhythm,’ 


and 


| 


| with 


a few giggles, though his monolog at 
opening is a bit blue. 

Elaine Barrie, assisted by Jack 
Beakman, submits to a bit of patter, 
and then goes into a bit from 
‘Golden Boy.’ Though the ads make 
it plain that she’s the former Mrs. 
Barrymore, this audience 
ailed to respond to bids for ap- 
plause, and the mitt greeting at her 
histrionie display were mild. Carr 


| Brothers are standard with knock- | 
ting the top billing here this week, | 


about acro work. Paul Tryon is the 
current WFBM Talent Parade win- 
ner and got one of the heavier hands 
his high tenor rendition of 


| ‘Tell Me Tonight.’ 


' 
} 


and Nelson 


| 


the | 


be apparent because | 
the tapstress is solid enough to go on} 


Clinton, himself, is weak as an 


m.c. and at show caught he had the| 


whole-hearted opposition of the 
deck hand who was supposed to 
turn on the stage mike; every an- 
nouncement came over dead unt’! 
the last few words. A couple of 
good comedy acts, plus a winning 
m.c. to speed up production, would 
help to put this one on the winning 
side. 

Biz was light at third show open- 
ing day, Friday (20). Kiley. 


EARLE, WASH. 


Washington, Dec 

Eileen Ritter, Dennett and Dee, 
June Lorraine, Johnny Barnes, Reed 
Sisters, Joey Rardin, Sixteen Gae 
Foster Girls; ‘South of Suez.’ (WB). 








. a 





House didn’t spend much effort on | 
| production 


in this one, set in for 


only five days, but with five acts, 
plus permanent line, productionist 
Harry Anger found enough person- 
alities to whip up a sprightly little 
revue. Counting - Eileen’ Ritter, 
Roxyettes’ star, it’s almost six acts. 
Besides backing up Joey Rardin as 
a sort of assistant emcee, she does 
three tunes as full-stage solos, even 
though they do lead into hoofing 
by her colleagues in the line. Band 
is on stage, thus obviating need of 
elaborate sets. 

Miss Ritter starts biz with 
tious warbling of ‘Five 


infec- 
o’Clock 


| Whistle,” working in evening gown 


|rhythm tap in leotards. 


| workout. 


the sticks 


which sets her apart from gals, who 
troupe out on applause for hot 
Line falls 
back as Dennett and Dee, boy in 
tails and girl in short blue velvet 
dress, slide out a couple of chairs 
and go into their joint drumstick 
They wallop everything 
in sight, including a cymbal fastened 
onto the gal’s head, stopping only to 
do a few strenuous tap steps now 
and then. It doesn’t make sense, 
rhythmically or otherwise, but audi- 
ence seemingly had never seen any- 
thing precisely like it before and 
it got a fair hand. 


Miss Ritter out again to introduce 


| Rardin, who presumably takes over 


unob- | 


|} in the show with ‘Melancholy Baby’ | 


j}and then winding up the entire 
| presentation with a medley of Irving 
| Berlin tunes, the inevitable ‘God 
Bless America’ coming simultaneous- 
| with the lowering of the band eleva- 
; tor. Orch’s offerings have a pleas- 
ant tinge and its support of the rest 
| of the bill is, to quote the professor, 
magna cum laude. Kan, 


| 


| LYRIC, INDPLS. 








Indianapolis, Dec. 20. 
Larry Clinton’s Orch, Terry Allen, 
Peggy Mann, Carr Bros., Elaine 
Barrie and Jack Beakman, Paul 
Tryon, Jimmy Currie; ‘Lady With 


Red Hair’ (WB). 





| Larry Clinton arrived at this house 
| for his initial appearance just about 
two years late. The three-rhythm, 
; three-trumpet, three trombone and 
four-sax sections perform in the 
| formerly popular—locally, that is 
swing style, but since that branch of 
cacophony was popular the audience 
hereabouts has learned to relish a bit 
of sweet seasoning with their music. 
As a rule, a top band making its 
initial appearance at this 


house is 
good for strong circulation at the 
wickets, but lack of interest this 


week can't be blamed entirely on the 


|season. Last year, Orrin Tucker's 


| Allen, 


| tortions, is a honey. 


as emcee, although gal does as much 
subsequent introducing as he does. 
Rafden’s short stature and bionde 


Ssilewing midwas | hair got a ribbing from the balcony 


at show caught, but he threw it 
back to 'em perfectly via a ‘delega- 
tion from Ft. Meade, eh!’ crack or 
two, and the house was with him 
from there on. June Lorraine, blue- 
eyed, black-haired and in white 
satin gown, follows, explaining that 
‘acting is all done with the eyes.’ 
Her impersonations of Lionel Barry- 
more, Edward G. Robinson, Gracie 
Bette Davis, Hepburn 
Durante are none too accurate, but 
she sells ’em_ beautifully. Her 
Laughton, especially the facial con- 
They liked her 


| plenty and said so. 


Rardin reappears for a bit of 
banter leading into his own im- 
personation piece de resistance, Cag- 
ney’s death-house scene in ‘Angels 
with Dirty Faces.’ Chap __ locks 
amazingly like Cagney, as admitted 


'in the banter, and does a sock dra- 


|orch played house during Christmas | 


week and turned in a gross which 
| was fourth highest in history 
| house. It’s entirely up to the band, 
too, as the 51 minutes running time 
| is given over almost entirely to the 
| Jivemen, with the Carr Brothers and 
Elaine Barrie as added acts. Al! of 


tion on the band’s ability. 


The band plays in the usual Clin- 
ton style, pleasing the small con- 
tingent of jitter veterans who turned 
out to welcome them with ‘Dipsy 
Doodle’ theme to open, ‘Suttin Sere- 
‘Kansas City Blues,’ ‘Satan 
Takes Holiday,’ ‘Our Love,’ ‘Study 
| in Surrealism,’ ‘Jeepers Who’ and 
| ‘Semper Fidelis’ to close. Terry 
| Allen lends a restrained baritone to 





Boys are, threesome doing team and individual| ‘Down Argentine Way’ and ‘Only | 


young and clean-looking, one of the | taps at a rapid pace. 


| Forever,’ while Peggy Mann, band 


duo dressed in a mild rube rig to; line winds up the show in military | vocalist, appears briefly to swing the 


accent his comedy stuff on the bars. | 


Took several bows when caught, then 
encored with a pinwheel and somer- 
gault that appeased the clappers. 


Walt Coolidge, deuce, does neat 


costumes and routines. 

Although the show doesn’t match 
wouldn’t make any difference this 
some previous productions here, it 
week. Quin. 


lyrics of ‘Our 
| O’Clock Whistle.’ 


Love’ and ‘Five 
James Currie, of 


of | 


which, however, actually is no reflec- | 


| the trumpet section, does a deadpan | 


| vocalization of ‘Night 
' ‘Honey’ and ‘Well, Alright’ to garner 


and Day,’ | 


matic job in the scene. The Ritter 
femme takes it over on Rardin’s 
exit and tickled ’em with a chorus 
of ‘Maybe,’ leading into brief pretty 
number by line in long green net 
skirts and scarfs. Gals form back- 
ground for Johnny Barnes, intro- 
duced by the gal m.c. as ‘local boy 
who made good.’ Kid works in 
brown business suit and makes up 
in personal charm what he lacks in 


spectacular tapping. His imitation 
of Bill Robinson is solid and he 
does a couple of neat walks and 


slides that get him off to a strong 
hand. 

Rardin again, 
smartly with vocal imitations 
trumpet, trombone, Hawaiian guitar 
and bagpipe. Then the Reed Sisters, 
three young and attractive brunets 
in pink net, slip out to warble ‘It 
Must Be the Latin in Me,’ ‘Shortnin’ 
Bread’ and ‘Darktown  Strutters 
Ball.” They work pretty straight 
with very little attempt to sell it 
other than vocally, but local ajdi- 
ence, which is a bit tired of such 
acts, gave ’em_ surprisingly big 
hand. Rardin gets final specialty 
spot with his auto horn imitations, 
tying each up with ‘different types 
of —— they would remind me of,’ 
and a swing arrangement of ‘Casey 
Jones’—‘the respectable version’— 
done with vocal sound effects. Both 
click solidly. Miss Ritter returns to 
sing trick lyrics to ‘I Want You for 
Christmas,’ fixing it so she and the 
other gals want ‘you, our audience, 
every week in the year,’ and gals 
close bill to big applause by dancing 
‘Jingle Bells’ with different toned 
bells on their waists and ankles. 


Biz oke at show caught. Craig. 


and | 


this time to click | 
of | 





MUSIC HALL, N. y. 


..-Christmas Pageant in 
‘Christmas Eve und the Nativity’ and 
‘The Season's Greetings,’ Produced 
by Russell Markert; sets, Nat Karson 
| Costumes designed by Willa Van pe, 
| ecuted by H. Rogge; dances by Mare 
kert and Florence Rogge; music, Nat 
| Simon, lyrics by Albert Stillman 
| _ Cast: M. H. Symphony directed by 
| Erno Rapee Glee Club, plus special 
women’s choir, directed by Irving 
Landau; Corps de Ballet, Rockettes 
| Nicholas — Daks, Robert Landrum 
Bill Baird’s Marionettes, Carlog 
Peterson; ‘No, No, Nanette’ (RKO) 
reviewed in VARIETY this week. , 


two parts: 











Almost a national institution 
Music Hall’s annual Christmas bw 
geant forced the theatre's addition of 
two telephone operators and several 
clerks during the week prior to the 
pageant’s opening, to answer what 
the M. H. exec offices say were 17, 
500 queries regarding presentation, 
In deference to such public interest 
and the tremendous coin invested 
in the show, an unsual step will be 
taken. Production will play two 
weeks despite a change of pictures 
after the initial week. Current film 
is ‘No, No, Nanette,’ which departs 
tonight (Wednesday) in favor of 
' ‘The Philadelphia Story.’ New Year’s 
| presentation at the house opens on 
|New Year’s Eve, with the expecta. 

tion that ‘Story’ will hold over for 
| at least an extra week, running 
| through both stage shows. 
| Extensiveness of the sets and cos- 
,tume changes necessitates dividing 
the Christmas presentation into two 
| parts, separated by a Walt Disney 
;cartoon. This is a procedure adopted 
at past Christmases and occasionally 
at Easter. First portion, ‘Christmas 
| Eve and the Nativity,’ is marked by 
carol singing and a religious note} 
|second, ‘The Season’s Greetings,’ is 
|a straight entertainment pattern, 

Both are even more iavish than the 
|high standard regularly set by the 
| Music Hall. 

Prolog to the stage presentation 
itself is a series of six ‘living Christ- 
|mas cards’ in the panels that flank 
| the huge auditorium. As the lights 
| die on them, curtains part to reveal 
| the full stage similarly set as a much 
|larger panoramic card. It’s an old 
| English street scene with the figures 
all in stock positions before a cathed- 
| ral. Lights are coming through 

stained glass windows from _ inside 
|the church and through the windows 
of the tiny houses and shops next to 
| it. Its pretty peacefulness creates 
ja twinge with recollection of how 
| different that scene is in Britain this 
| Yuletide. 

As the figures unfreeze and move 
from the stage, the M. H. Glee Club 
|}augmented by a special chorus of 
| women’s voices, presents five of the 
best-known Christmas hymns, ‘It 
Came 3'pon a Midnight Clear,’ ‘Silent 
| Night,’ ‘First. Noel,’ ‘Hark, the Her- 
‘ald Angels Sing’ and ‘Adeste Fidelis.’ 
|The Star of Bethlehem sinks in the 
| background and like a vision in the 
|clouds appears the Holy Family. 
| Part II opens with the ballet and 
dancer Nicholas Daks pouring forth 

from the giant shoe of ‘the lady who 
}had so many children she didn’t 
iknow what to do.’ Femmes do a 
routine marked by considerably more 
‘humor than usual. It’s one of theif 
best. ; 

Next number fs quite a departure 





lfrom Radio City tradition—satire. 
After the Glee Club and _ Robert 
Landrum do a patriotie tune, ‘Looks 


Like a Red, White and Blue Christ- 


mas.’ Landrum sings a _ biting bit 
slapping at songwriters and popular 
bandleaders who are trying to cash 
in on the wave of patriotism by 
doing all sorts of ‘America-I-Love- 
You’ tunes. Words of the bit weré 
originally written by Albert Stili- 


|'man, Music Hall's staff lyricist, for 
VARIETY, appearing in the Dec. 4 1s° 
sue under the title ‘Of Thee They 
Sing.’ 

Bill Baird’s 
They appear as toys in the 
|Pole workshop presided over. 
| Santa Claus (Carlos Peterson). Sev 
eral figures perform, the best of 
them being a horse mounted by 4 
soldier, the two of them working in 
unison. Final figures are quartets 0 
soldiers marching together by operas 
tion of one set of strings. Each quar 
tet is larger in stature than the pre 
vious one, until almost __ life-size. 
which leads into Rockettes’ appear* 
ance in similar costumes. 

Precision troupe of 36, like the sa- 
srovides an 
the Rocke- 

one that 


fi yllow. 
North 
by 


Marionettes 


| tire of the Glee Club, | 
| other eyebrow-hiker for 
feller establishment, but ; 
|wins a great response. They have 
fluffy lace under their short mili- 
tary skirts and, turned backs to thé 
|audience, they shake their fluff in 
'unison as they march in a line UP: 
stage. Costumes are excellent ne 
| the entire routine gives the 8a 
even more than usual opportunity 
for precision leg-kicking, which, 1s 
|! probably one of the most exciting 
lsights and surest applause-gettel 
‘that has ever marked an American 
| presentation stage. Herb. 
SOPH TO ALBAN 
Albany, N. Y., Dec. 24. 

Rainbo Room of New Kenmore 
hotel here, has booked Sophie 
|Tucker for a week's engagemen 
'starting Jan. 1, as followup to & 
similar run by Estelle Taylor. 

Miss Tucker has not played My 
regular local date since way back. 


910 


—— 
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STATE, N. Y. 


Saul Grauman & Co. (5), Stan 
Kavanagh, Maxine Sullivan and 
John Kirby Orch (6), Cynda Glenn, 
Sylvia Manon & Co. (4); ‘Christmas 
in July’ (Par). 


This show holds talent, but the 
routining is not 100° with the spot- 
ting of the John Kirby orch-Maxine 
Sullivan combination in the middle 
of the layout. At the last show 
opening night (Thursday), some 
atrons, grown accustomed to having 
ands wind up vaude shows, started 
to walk out when the orch session 
ended, only to return to their seats 
on Cynda Glenn’s entrance. 

Three novelty acts necessitated 
this type of routining, but it’s pos- 
sible the show might play better if, 


{ 
i 


| dancing all over the place. 


after Saul Grauman’s standard musi- | 


cal stairs opener, Cynda Glenn was 


Foot,’ tne brass section pouring out 
the hot stuff and the boys and gals 
*‘Jeevie’ 


— 


Doane, a hefty guitarist, doubles in| 
a 


cry-baby song of ‘John Brown’s 
Body,’ which goes over big 

Gilbert, who stooges with the band 
until his cue, clicks with his dialect 
and fiddle and winds up with a solo, 
‘Indian Love C 
legged cheer leader familiar at all 
Mizzou’'s football games, skims 
across the apron on one rollerskate, 
returns On a bike and then con- 
tributes a hot jitterbug dance with 
Dorothy Flantge, a looker who has 
plenty of curves. Bill Ferguson. a 
tow-headed kid, warbles ‘I Surren- 
der Dear’ and ‘I Hear a Rhapsody’ 
o.k. Loew. Hite and Stanley, in the 
next slot, scatter a lot of zaney stuff, 


with the giant tossing the midget 
around, and then wind up with a 
sturdy tap. The line, back in red 


velvet shorts and wearing brilliant 
red plumes in _ silver-colored hats, 


deuced, Sylvia Menon and Co.’s| repeat their previous success in an- 
adagio treyed instead of closing, | other routine to the tune of ‘Old 
Stan Kavanagh put next-to-closing | Mizzou,’ with the whole company 
instead of deucing, and Kirby-Sulli-| coming on_ the apron. Huge pen- 
van finaled. nants of Missouri, St. Louis and 


The pre-Christmas theatre blues} 


were also on tap here at the last show 
opening night. Hardly half a house 
was in attendance, with the 
that acts which ordinarily are sock 
applausegetters got only polite ap- 
plause. Of what there was in the 
wav of receptions, toppers were the 
Kirby-Sullivan combo, Sylvia 
Manon and Cynda Glenn. 

found it hard to warm up the cold 
house with his topnotch comedy jug- 
gling. while Grauman,- working 


result | 


| 


| 


s | 
Kavanagh | 


with four girls, one of ’em an over- | 


posing contortion-acrobat, got as 
nice results as possible under the 
conditions for an opener. 

The Kirbv-Sullivan combo is the 
same as has been on a CBS Sunday 


afternoon sustainer for the past 
seven or eight months. It's polite 


swinging of the classics by the six- 


man colored orch (Kirby on the 
bass), plus Miss Sullivan’s (Mrs. 
Kirby) fine singing. Canada Lee, 


who announces the radio programs, 
reprises his stint for the stage act in 
the same poetic manner, unusual for 
colored entertainment. At the finish 
the band swings, upsetting an other- 


wise excellent impression of an out- 


of-the-ordinary act. 
Miss Glenn, with her piano accom- 
panist, only recently returned from 


South America, is an easy pleaser 
folowing Kirby-Sullivan. Her im- 
pressions of film glamour girls, a 
French diseuse and a _ debutante 


drunk, ending with her funny arm 
contortions, get across all the way. 

Ditto the sensational adagio work 
of Svivia Manon and her three male 
tossers. Around a long time, this 
fgirsome has come up with a new 
trick, an upward toss of the little 
femme that has her making several 


twists in mid-air before landing in 
the arms of the catchers. It looks 
as dangerous as it is flashy. Scho. 


FOX, ST. LOUIS 


St. Louis, Dec. 20. 

Jane and Jean McNab, Herbie 
Herblin, Haymer Flieg. Bill Fergu- 
son, Harmony Four, Bill Culbreath 
and Dorothy Flantge, ‘Jeevie’ Doane, 
Bobby Gilbert, Loew, Hite and Stan- 
ley, 16 Campus Co-Ed _ Darlings, 
Count Solomon Orch (13): ‘Ellery 
Queen’ (Col) and ‘Give Us Wings’ 
(U), 

Fanchon and Marco reached half- 
way across to the Uni- 
versity of Missouri to pluck most of 
the talent for the current vaudfilm 
show at the 5,000-seater Fox in mid- 
town. And the collegians, for the 
most part, clicked. The pros brought 
in to bolster the offering are Bobby 
Gilbert, with dialect and fiddle, and 


the state 


Loew, Hite and Stanley, midge, 
gous and the normal-sized guy. 

agged ‘Campus Jamboree,’ the 
show is a decided improvement 


over the 49 local tyros who trod the 
local boards several weeks ago 

St. Louis is one of the largest 
student contributors to the state uni- 


versity and relatives and friends of 
the entertainers were on hand in 
goodly numbers to aid their indi- 
Vidual thesps with palm pounding 
The collegers, aided by Xmas layoff 
from their classroom | toils had 
plenty of time to rehearse under the 
expert tutelage of Muriel Hill. 


former producer for F&M, and thi: 


airection was reflected in the easy 
manner in which the young ‘uns 
tripped through their paces. 


With the apron designed as a col- 
lege town ‘jelly joint,’ and the band 
On a raised platform, session caught 
got under way with the tooters pour- 
ing out the school’s alma mater song, 
‘Oid Mizzou.’ Haymer Flieg, a 
Babby guy, m.c.s and introduces a 
néat-looking line that really knows 
What precision means. Their jitter- 
bug routine, in colorful costumes, is 
a swell start. The Harmony Four, 
four lads and a lass, contribute ‘He’s 
Making Eyes at Me,\Shiek of Araby’ 
and their own novel interpretation 
of ‘Jingle Bells... The McNab gals 
(twins), in the next slot, dish out a 
slick tap routine, but should smile 
more often. 

Herbie Herblin, a tiny gal from 

€xXas, wearing a huge sombrero and 






? white satin cowgirl’s garb. trills 
Man I Love’ and ‘Boogie Woogie.’ 
The second is the better of the two 


lieg does a mad musician stint, 
batoning the ters through ‘Rhap- 
SOdv in Double F, Divided by Two.’ 
The band scored solidly with ‘Sugar 


Washington U, the latter being two 
local schools, are lowered from the 
flies as the curtain brings the 65- 
minute session to a close. Sahu 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 


_-_—.. 


Chicago, Dec. 21. 
Ada Leonard and All-American 
Giri Band (17), Perry Twins, Parker 
and Fredericks, Winnie Mae, Vic 
Hyde; ‘Blondie Plays Cupid’ (Col). 





An ex-stripper, Ada Leonard tries 
a new line of work. As the leader 
of an all-girl band, she _ indicates 
a possibility for some success. Musi- 
cal aggregation faces the handicap 


all.” Culbreath, a one- | 


FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 


Mitzi Green, Mills Bros. (5), 
Murty May, Louis Prima Orch (13), 
with Lilli Anne Carroll. Jack 
Powers; May, June and Pen ty; 
Shorts and Newsreels. 








From 


comely 


Mitzi 


and 


Green 
capable 


grown into a 
personality, 


down to the Mills Bros., Marty Muay 
and Louis Prima’s band, this 90- 
minute combination presents a string 
of click turns. 

There are a lot of things wrong 
With Prima’s band Composed of 
three trumpets, one trombone. four 
sax, four rhythm and the leader's 
trumpet, it’s a_ single-track jive 


bunch which allows little chance for 
conversation while it’s underway. It 
howls through tune after tune. Prima 
hops all over the rostrum in im- 
promptu, yesteryear-styled terps, 
plays his horn, sings, ete. And yet, 
both he and the band click despite 
its faults. Much of the good impres- 
sion he makes stems from his good 
humor and enthustism. Seems to 
enjoy himself onstage, and the feel- 
ing is imparied to the audience. 

On the first few numbers the band 


;was anything but good at this show. 


of all girl bands, a tough obstacle on | 


the sirictly musical end, but for 


/novelty appearances there should be 


plenty of opportunity for advance- 
ment. 

It’s a good-looking outfit that plays 
some excellent arrangements. In 
fact, the one big factor that should 


put this group over is the outstand- | 


ing work of the arranger. That work 
is startlingly novel and effective for 
any stage. 

Miss Leonard herself makes a 
bang-up appearance, as always, and 
is a lesson in showmanship with her 
smart of wardrobe. 


USE Too many 
performers today have no concep- 
tion of the importance of showy 


wardrobe on a stage, but Miss Leon- 
ard parades four chang that drew 
whistles from the guys and ah’s from 
the femmes. She handles herself 
well at all times and proves effective 
and enjoyable with her smooth 
emceeing 

Perry Twins are standard and 
score nicely with their hoofology. 
This audience especially enjoyed the 
boxing routine Parker and 
icks add that touch of 


es 


dancing 
Fredei 
that 


class 
i} 


aiways rood 


TeS in a family 
house such as this with their musical 
comedy dueting. They have satis- 
factory tonsils, too. Had to speech 
off. Winnie Mne’s juggling still needs 
polish She has the makings of a 
capable novelty act, however, doing 
most of the standard stunts with 
balls and clubs. Vic Hyde was pow- 
erful stuff for this house with his 
one-man band stuff, the finale march 
item tearing ‘em out of their seats 

Business fine at second show Sat- 
urday (21) Gold 
COLONIAL, DAYTON 
Dayton, O., Dex 1 

Little Jackie Heller, The _ Sia 

Gre US, Jt e Besser and Co., Cirtellos 
The Pitchmen, The Fal ‘Bo Y¢ 


Won't Talk’ «(Ci 


For its Christmas bill the 


has assembled a diversified list of 
excellent vaudeville acts, headed b} 
Little Jackie Heller. a fay e here 

Heller opens with a patriot bit, 
‘He’s My Uncle.’ said relative being 
Uncle Sam; sings ‘On! Foreve! 
niftly, doc ‘Down Argentine Wai 
and concludes with a medley of 
pops 

The Six Greys, five sisters and a 
brother, open the bill ely th a 
series Of tap neatly tuming ¢€ I 
turn Thus, there’: the ‘D 
Doodle’ in patriotic attire, Sc 
costumes for a Highland fl lY 
time. and cowboy »stume for "El 
Rancho Grande The Is do a t 
of singh to t themselves from 
tap Ol a COuUplIE of 

Joe Besser has !} andard non- 
sensical act and make good with 
material that would be severely 


frowned upon if it were not done so 


Veo 
expertly. 











The Cirtellos are a decided nov- 
eltv, ae.d okay. A dog act. it consists 
entirely of introducing the canine: 
dressed as Hollywood stars, such as 
Mae West. Scarlett O'Hara, Stepin 
Fetchit and Ginger Rogers, the latter 
doing a butterfly dance 

The Pitchmen (3) imitate a great 
variety of instrument ! ma!] 
device 1 their n ths for t . 
pose, also getting away with \ e- 
ty of items from 1 it a 
symphony orchestra. From t 
they veer into imitations of bands 
the whole made more enjoyable by 
the humorous approach, 

The Faludy and a ] 
close the lay ut vith a Ui nf 
acrobatic number in which the cli 
n Whe I 1 
f¢ } t D ! ng the 

+ + ? ined K 


Heavy and careless rhythm threw it 


out of kilter and off balance regu- 
larly on both band numbers and be- 


hind the vocals. As the shew pro- 
gressed, however, the group settled 
down and the drummer lost some of 
the lead from his hands. Apart from 
that the various sections played 
cleanly. 

Lilli Anne Carroll. vocalist. 
early. Background for her singing 
is entirely too heavy, drowning out 
what seems to be a _ nice 
voice. ‘Man I Love’ indicates the 
band is not too flexible. Her vocal 
isn’t helped at all by the accompani- 


is on} 


enough | 


ment. Does ‘Five O'Clock Whistle’ 
also. Jack Powers, introed as new to 
singing, is tall, nice looking and 
possessor of a neat voice. He'll be | 
better with more experience: he’s 
inclined to rush through lyrics. 


Clicks with ‘We Three.’ ‘Smoke Gets 
in Your Eyes’ and ‘Only Forever.’ 
Has a Crosbyish timbre in his voice. 

Prima’s horn playing is of the 
usual showmanly variety. He reaches 
for high notes and plays solos with 
healthy drive and earable style. Mid- 
way he brings. bass, clarinet, guitar, 
piano and drums to the fore for a 
jam session with his horn. It break 
up into a contest between himself 
and the clarinet Each removes a 
piece of his instrument with a ‘top 
that’ attitude until both are playing 
only the mouthpieces. It’s well done 


Mills Bros.’ vocals and improvising 
have lost none of their appeal over 
the years. This aud‘ence didn’t want 
to let the quintet off. As the group 
delivers song after song, each try 
tops the preceding one. Beginning 
with ‘Dinah.’ the fare consists of 
‘Never Smile Again,’ ‘Lucy Brown,’ 
‘You Tell Me Your Dream,’ ‘Pe-6- 
5000.” ‘Tiger Rag.’ a Brazilian tune 
used on their recent South American 
tour and a sock ‘Sleepy Time Gal.’ 

Training Miss Gree» has under- 
gone in voice, stage de»ortment, etc 
is apparent. She was up against a 
rather rough balcony crowd this 
show, but had little trouble holding 
it down She runs through most 
of her stuff she’s been doing in legit, 
ncluding mitations of Sophie 
Tucker. Harry Richman, Ted Lev 
and George Arliss None of the 
is coldly pres¢ f | ¢ p 
v I . ‘ y + Ce thea 
Ar] bit f ed to 
a vocal f ] O)] Fe ig.’ 
Comed if g of | I B e tal 
the dramatic edge off a click reprise 

f Luise Raine tearful telenhone 
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APOLLO, N. Y. 


Lucky Mil cit Orc} (15) 1 } 
Laure l : Watsor ‘ 7 re yr B CO 
Erskine Butte field Co e Har 
Sa hay Burns John Mase and 
J Y nu Vigal woetn Vii Harr : 
1940 amateur char p House Line 
(12):‘Meet the Wildeat’ (U) 

Amateurs f{ the novelt i ¥ 
and singe ffered by Lucky Mill- 

f bal ( cinate e ne ' 
here It’s ] ( ided out b 
v only one $ n! tior 
I i er. but ) 

i ‘ ¢ f 
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About That,’ ‘Kansas City Moods,’ 
and ‘Going Home.’ Last is effective 
climax. 

Laurel Watson, femme balladist. is | 
a decided asset to Millinder’s crew. | 
First song announced as ‘The Blues.’ 
Which runs the full gamut of several 
numbers. This and ‘My Own’ stamp 


her outstandingly. As in the past, 
Millinder makes an impressive ap- 
pearance directing on the stage. 
being plenty vigorous. 

Erskine Butterfield, listed as a 
WOR singer-pianist, goes in for 
boogie-woogie pianology. ‘A Good 
Man Is Hard to Find’ and ‘Beat Me 
Daddy’ are his best efforts. Failed 
to impress here, and seemed in a 


hurry to get off the stage. 


Connie Harris, specialty dancer, 
has been here before, clicking in a 
hula dance leading the Hawaiian 


production ensemble. Unison danc- 
ing and agility of the Apollo line are 
refreshing improvements over recent 
weeks. 


Amateurs, all 


nicely picked, in- 
clude Anna Baxter, tuxedoed tapster; 
Vicki Adams, impressing with her 


‘There I Go’; Lillieth Latty, warbling 
‘Lover Come Back to Me’: Duke De- 
von, cornet soloist: Jerome Berry, 
airing a high-pitched voice with ‘Just 
Say So Long’; and Three Hap Cats, 
novelty instrumental-singing trio. 
who clean up with ‘Breaking My 
Heart’ and other songs 

Sandy Burns. John Mason. John 
Vigal and Vivian Harris, in two skits 


of burlesque vintage panicked this 
audience 
Biz way off. Wear. 


ROXY,N.Y. | 


Adrian Rollini Trio, Wesson 
Brothers, The Orientals; Lynn, Royce 
and Vanya; Gae Foster Girls. Paul 
Ash and Roxy Orch; ‘One Night in 
the Tropics’ (U), reviewed in 
VARIETY, Nov. 6. 


Nice and fast little stage show for 
Christmas week goes with ‘One 
Night in the Tropics’ (U), which 
takes care of the laugh demand lack- 
ing on the rostrum. Picture has 
Abbott and Costello, sock comics 
who have played this house. 


The Adrian Rollini Trio. for a 
long time at the Piccadilly Circus 
Bar (Piccadilly hotel, N. Y.) and 
more recently in Chicago, top the 
unit presentation. They had a stage 


date at the opposition Strand a year 


or so ago and were a strong hit 
there, as they are here. Planted on 
a set-piece platform which move 
downstage, the trio opens in one and 
closes with the Gae Foster girls for | 
dressing in fullstage. The bul! fiddle- | 
vibraphone-guitar combination 
offers four numbers. | 
A clever little turn, Wesson Bros 
(New Acts) do Impressions in a | 
somewhat different and refreshing 
manner, with one of the boys han- 
dling the facial expressions, the 


The  semi-comi ballroomology 
trio of Lynn, Royce and Vanya are 
also on the with their highly 


show th 
effective routine, including the legit 


dancing as well as the comedy 
touches which come teward the end. | 
Foster girls are used with them for } 
decoration 

The Orientals, quartet of risley 
artists who look familiar. are on 


pretty long shortly after the Foster 





line opening tap. Orientals feature 
a three-high balancing risley stunt. 
i he tand jugg] nt little pnere 
and, by one of the troupe pping 
on one hand r eve The 
( { Ja el j ling i ( ( 

4 Christmas e tl hn the 
Wessons bring on the Fosters lea 
to a closing number by the linegirls, 

ell done which the ear % 
m ] ( rier Their tap 
register id], 

With the stage show but 
45 minute the hn € two 
horts, a Universal trave and a 
P 1 Terr cartoo ' ¢ ion to 
the newsreel! Busine Thursda’ 

ght (19) Ni very lignt bu ual 
pre-X 1 explai t t. Char 
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iY ( pe € ired I te of 
ble nev rthy n The 
Pe ‘ ent fe t ‘ 

There’ note of ¢ t if t 

cee} & and t i 

r ¢ te ( ( f the 

rit f the es The ef are 
| Dp z a it € ft « 

Otherwise ne clips are ratner 
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treatment by F the 
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'a femme stooge who whistles. 


| GOLDEN GATE, 8. F. 





San Francisco, Dec. 18. 


Evers and Dolores, George Tapps 
Joe Termini and Jean Hamilton, Ed 
Ford and Whitey, Balboa Boys ‘4), 
Charles Kaley House Orch. (12), 
Peggy O'Neill House Line (12): ‘San 
Francisco Docks’ (U), 


With pre-Xmas biz as tough as it 
has ever been, nothing much mat- 
ters this week, population at show 
caught sO sparse acts could 
hardly get a hand. 

Curtains part on Evers and Dolores, 
dependable wire act which has fre- 
quently played around these parts. 
Male half does some plenty fast tap- 
ping on the cable while the femme 
half, plenty cute, terps a toe-dance 
and a barefoot hula aloft. Deucing 
are the for Balboa Boys with their 
own white upright; they're late of 
the Pirate’s Den, Hollywood. Chaps 
have apparently sung together for a 
long time; numbers flow with pre- 
ciseness. Their medleys hit the folks 


hain 
delIng 


just right, drawing two encores, a 
neat tribute from a smal! house. 
Ed Ford and Whitey, third act, is 


really a single, Whitey being a dog 
and one of the best trained to go 
through here in some time. Both are 
attired in tails and the hound pulls 
a drunk act that is a honey. follow- 
ing with a dance that clicked solidly. 


Pooch gets ‘ohs’ and ‘ahs’ from the 


femmes. For encore, Ford brings on 
Whitey’s 1l-month old daughter, 
Dolly, handstanding dog patiently 
jtaking plenty of tossing from the 


boss. 

Next-to-closing allotted to another 
single, George Tapps, smooth stepper 
with a couple of novel twists. one be- 
ing tap version of a Spanish paso 
doble and the other a flashback to 
the tapping of 15 years ago. Latter 


| routine is a neat comedy touch and 
| Jands nicely. 


Joe Termini draws the final spot, 
mixing miscellaneous hoke with his 
fingering of violin, banjo, guitar and 
electric guitar, aided at the close by 
Ter- 
mini didn’t seem to have his heart in 
the performance caught, understand- 
able but making for spotty results. 

Boys in the house band pool their 
talents for an arrangement of ‘Dark 
Eyes’ as a special feature. Start out 
with a limp but soon a jive 
session which strong. Evervihing 


fo 


1S 


stops when the drummer takes hold 

and the blood-pressure beating he 

gives his traps brought spontaneous 
applause Wern 

HIPP, BALTO 

Baltimore, Dec. 21. 

‘Baltimore’ Follies’ with Vera 

McGinnis, Baron Twins (2). Lou 


Meyers, Jackie Gorman, Ray Mond, 
Ella Banks Dancers (6), LaCosta and 


Ford, Rhythm Brown, Three Hi 
Notes, Marita, Rockettes (16), Phil 
Lampkin House Orch (12): ‘One 


Night in the Tropics’ (U). 


Annual] local talent show 
th the 


staged in 
Baltimore 


P eatinn , 
coopera Wi 





News Post by Ted Routson. matches 
up nicely to previous money-getting 
effort Routson has a Knack for 
smoothly produced revues and in his 
current effort has succeeded in ac- 
comnlishir a viftly running con- 
tinuity which builds to a rousing 
finish. Three line routings taged by 
Meda C dova are nice tie . 
Oner Nitr a ne ’ mpoer, 
‘Front. B by B Cant Vera 
IcGinr leads the line a be lihop 
hoof routine which has spliced into 
t some tapping by the Baron Twins, 
fast-stepnir lads who ork nicely. 
Lou Meve comedy juggler, next 
ole f h balls, plate knives 
ind hat B } } we handled 
routine wit! martly timed laughs: 
Some legit warbling by Jackie 
Gorman follow A nice looking 
Our ter he gives out th pleas- 
I I nm of ‘Chiri B rj Bin,’ 
Only Forever’ and ‘One Kis: Sets 
matte for uave magic by Ray 
Mond, elongated youth who palms 
exceptionally v ell, petting best re- 
its with card stuff and continuous 
production of lighted cigaret: 
Anothe necial number by Cantor 
S the Deck,” brings bzck Miss 
VicG Y d the line fo e exe 
cellent and highly legit apspery. 
Set kground for adagic tuff by 
E la R Dar cer 1 ef ( eg 
vho v n prec 0 det te 
tyle imber is « eC t} 
tre ( f of Ca I = 1 $s 
by Fred ] ( tz nda J Ford, 
Some e stuff here by Three Hi- 
Notes } les a skillful change of 
nace T} ar; ] dad a ompnany ng 
themselves on brace of guitars and a 
bull fiddle. give out with three-way 
vocals ¢ Ferrvboat Serenade,’ ‘If I 
Didn’t Care.’ ‘Tradewir d ‘You 
Made Me Love You,’ a old and 
eau: X received whe caught 
Hig t here by Rt Browr 
{ T¢ ‘ A t — f t n 
ro le ‘e B if tn 
AW P P 1] 1 1 H oC ¢ a 
tiff i to the « t t k- 
I e |e u ‘ 
$3, of flamence , 
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000g t r A ter ¢ P- 
‘ r cor a ! Lo . oo a 
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hye ley ) foas4 a r Ove ‘ r) 
wh ch attract a nice serie of f nal 
( f vell filled ¢ cclor- 
f d’ stage 
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Equity Huddles on Wage Boost Plus 


Dues Hike, Social Security Setup 


At a quarterly meeting held Fri- 
day (20) at the Astor hotel, N. Y., 
few new issues were developed, but 
a number of points were touched up 
by executive secretary Paul Dull- 
zell’s report. Not the least was men- 
tion of the boosting of minimum pay 
from $40 to $50, accompanied by 
raising the initiation. Dullzell told 
the members that it was too early to 
discern whether the increase will 
affect employment. He stated that, 
at the end of the season they would 
be in a better position to decide if 
the move was beneficial. 


Members were also advised on the 
matter of social security protection. 
All contracts are now stamped with 
a provision making it incumbent on 
the manager to pay the Government 
the security levy. The law so stipu- 
lates, but some showmen have been 
lax in making such payments, also 
the payroll percentage due the state 
for unemployment insurance. It ap- 
pears that laxity has mostly applied 
to short run attractions, Stated that 
it is more a matter of carelessness 
on the managers’ side rather than an 
intent to evade the laws. 


Among other matters was a recom- 
mendation that the standard contract 
provision, which ensures to man- 
agers the exclusive services of the 
actor, be stricken out. It will go be- 
fore the council for consideration. 
Proposal arose because an actress 
appearing on Broadway was fined 
$500 for playing a night club besides 
accepting radio engagements without 
the permission of the producer. Sug- 
gested that, if the clause be deleted, a 


player might assent to the exclusive | 


services anyhow and such provision 
be in the form of a rider to the con- 
tract. 

There are differences of opinion 
among actors, however. While some 
seek the chance to earn additional 
money, others argue against multiple 
jobs. Latter faction points out that, 
when a player is engaged, outside 
appearances should be available to 
those not employed. 

Council was asked to appoint a 
committee to act for members called 
for army training. It was also pro- 
posed that junior members be al- 
lowed to vote, but this is bound to 
be contested. Plan to keep radicals 
from holding office in Equity, or be 
employed by the association, was 
touched upon, it being explained that 
the maiter is still in committee and 
that changes in the constitution 
would have to be made before that 
issue is decided. 





L’VIFLE AUD HAS 
FINANCIAL TROUBLES 


Louisville, Dec. 24. 

Memorial Auditorium, 2,400-seater, 
which is the town’s centre of culture 
and plays road shows and 
was threatened with 
week, when the city cut off the an- 
nual quarter-cent appropriation from 
the budget. Message from the mayor 
advised the Auditorium commission, 
which has supervision of the build- 
Ing, to ‘set out and work for busi- 
ness’ instead of waiting for it to come 
to them. Local interests, civic clubs 
etc., have expressed themselves that 


-oncerts 


: 
closing last 


the Auditorium can be self-sustain- 
ing. with no app: op! arr eee of tax 


money to keep the bui di ng open 


Building, which cost $700,000, and 
©n which some $50,000 has been 
spent, is poor acoustically and dra- 
matic and musical performances are 
marred by objectionable echoes 
Several name stars, including 
Katherine Cornell and Katharine 


Hepburn, are reported to have ex- 
Pressed their dislike of the bu lilding’s 
acoustics and were quoted as saying 
hereafter they would shun Louisville 
on that account. Movement is under 
way to provide a legit house locally 
for stage shows, with the dark Na- 
tional under consideration. 





Prof on Leave to Act 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 24. 
Mary Morris, veteran actress and 
assistant professor at the Carnegie 
Tech drama school, has been granted 
an indefinite leave of absence by 
Henry Boettcher, head of depart- 
ment, so she can take the lead in 
Lynn Riggs’ new play, ‘Cream in the 
Well.’ now in rehearsal. 
Leave will last for duration of run. 


a 
vv 





Playwrights’ Bonus 


For the second successive year the 
Playwrights have passed around 
Christmas bonuses. 
the cast of ‘There Shall Be No Night,’ 
except the Lunts, were given gift 
coin, receiving $100 and $50. In ad- 
dition, the office. staff in New York 
were presented with an extra week’s 
salary. 

Shubert office is reported having 
stepped out, also, stenographers and 





each. 


AGCYS. TRY NEW 
SUIT VS. NY. 
TICKET LAW 








brokers who have been questioning 
the legality of the Mitchell law, 
limiting the premium on all tickets 


started new proceedings after aban- 
doning the original action. It was 
believed that the new suit would be 
filed in the federal court as a more 
| direct route to possible appeal to the 
U. S. Supreme Court. Instead, the 
agencies’ attorney, William Hyman, 
went into N. Y. supreme court again. 

First proceeding was ruled upon 





other office employees getting $10 | 


Each member of | 





The group of Broadway ticket | 


| Say 
| Opera 


| Walnut Street, 


Dennis King Musical 
Set for Chicago Jan. 19 


Chicago, Dec. 24. 
tagged ‘She Had to 
comes into 
House here next 
Opening is slated for Jan. 19. 

Dennis King, who owns the show, 
will star. 





New musical, 
Yes,’ 


month. 





‘Hub ‘Father’ Company 


To Play Philly Walnut; 
Indicates No UBO Truce * 





‘Life With Father’ will play the 
Philadelphia, 
completion of the Boston run. 
was sub-letted to the show’s pro- | 
ducer, Oscar Serlin, under an ar- 
rangement whereby the legiter will 
| have the four walls upward of three 
|}months. Deal indicates that the 
young producer has not come to an 
understanding with the United Book- 
ing Offices, the Erlanger-Shubert 
combo. While an open breach is de- 
nied, understood that no agreement 
on sharing terms were reached when 
feelers for bookings were made. 
Last season, when Serlin decided 


House 


;}to send a ‘Father’ company to Chi- 


at 75c over the boxoffice price, have | 


| cago, offered bookings were rejected 


and he took over the Blackstone, 
under a rental deal, outside of the 


| Loop and then regarded as undesir- | 


| stand and is in 


by Justice Bernstein, who declined | 


to issue a writ restraining Paul Moss, 
|N. Y. City license commissioner, and 
| Lewis J. Valentine, police commis- 
| sioner, from enforcing the law. Case 
went to the Appellate Division, 
which unanimously affirmed 
| Bernstein, but the right to trial was 
retained. Recently Hyman argued 
before Justice Ferdinand Pecora for 
ithe right to amend the complaint. 
|Latter’s trend of inquiry led the 
| brokers’ counsel to feel that the re- 
| sult might also prove unfavorable to 
his clients. It was then decided to 
drop the whole action, which was 
done Friday (20) by paying the costs. 
Efforts of the ticket men were re- 
sisted by Assistant Corporation coun- 
sel Charles Weinstein, 
'port of Equity and 
New York Theatres. 
will face the brokers 
tion, argument of which will be re- 
|vised from the original complaint, 
|activated by Judge Pecora question- 
|}ing certain arguments put forth. 
| Commissioner Moss announced that 


the League of 
Same opponents 
in the new ac- 


strict enforcement of the Mitchell 
law would start Jan. 1 His first 
order will be directed agai nst side- 
walk ticket speculators, who will be 


|} summoned to court by police. 


with the sup- | 


Judge | 


able. The show is still playing the 
its 43rd week. A 
company for Boston followed and | 


again the producer did not do busi- 


ness with the UBO. He leased the | 
| Repertory 


theatre, also separated 
from the theatre district and ‘Father’ 
there is in its 13th week. Original 
show at the Empire, N. Y., is playing 


on sharing terms and is in its 59th | 


week, aimed through a second sea- 
son. House is independent, therefore 
not required to play out of town un- 
der UBO regulations. 

Boston engagement will reach its 
18th week on Feb. 1, at that time 
breaking the modern run record in 
the Hub established by ‘Three Men 
On a Horse,’ which played 17 weeks 
there. Record for the stana@, how- 
ever, was made by ‘Abie’s Irish 
Rose,’ which played 34 weeks. ‘Abie’ 


similarly operated without regular | 


bookings through most of its exis- 
tence, leasing theatres in many 
stands. 





Hirst Leases Philly Walnut 
Philadelphia, Dec. 24. 
The Walnut theatre nas »been 
rented to Oscar Serlin for ‘Life With 
Father’ by Izzy Hirst, burlesque 


operator. He recently leased the 
house for the express purpose of 
keeping burlesque opposition from 
playing the spot. 

Hirst mmediately sought legit 
bookings Loca! iy is believed he 
is competing with the Shuberts in 
the legit field. 


the Grand | 


upon | 


Actors Dissatisfied With Mors,’ Conduct 


Of Sundays; May Improve After Jan. 1 





Charity Suppers Off 


After a series of three benefit 
supper parties held at the Algonquin 
hotel, N. Y., by the American Thea- 
| tre Wing of the British War Relief 
Society, the star-hosted Sunday 
inights have been discontinued 
Pret erg at least. Proceeds were 

voted to the purchase of mobile 
eal much needed in England. | 

The three suppers approximated 
a net of $850. 
cost $2,000, other means to earn the 
balance will be used if the Sundays 
are revived. Frank Case, who 
operated the hotel, gave the Wing a 
liberal 70-30 split. 


ANOTHER $2,500 
TO ORGANIZE 
AUDIENCES 


Managers, through the League of | 
| New York Theatres, have started an- 








nov 











| other campaign to promote theatre- | 


going, or ‘organize audiences’ in| 
neighborhoods and the suburbs. Last 
|season the League expended $2.500 
to experiment with the idea, which 
| got little results. 


| be worked out and 
| Was alloted for the purpose. 

James F. Reilly, League’s secre- 
tary, is now seeking the cooperation 
of general managers for producers, 
figuring that they are closer to play- 
goers than the managers themselves 
'He has invited them to attend a meet- 

ing to be held this week, at which 
| time the various plans to interest po- 
| tential patronage will be discussed. 

One is known as the Neighborhood 
| Ticket Distributors, the idea being 
that orders for tickets be accepted 
at local drug stores. 

Another plan is the deposit of $5 
| at the boxoffice as a guarantee that 
tickets reserved would be called for. 
Claimed that this method met with 
more favorable response last season 
than other ideas submitted. Deal is 
proposed with the Times Square ho- 


tels. which have an organization of 

34 hostelries and yee ee in a 

‘package’ plan offered sitors, 
Contact has been m hen with the 


N. Y. Association of Engli: h Teach 


ers, -which has’ 1,500 members. | 
Stated that the organization could | 
dispose of 9,000 upper floor ticket: 
to students. Estimated that 63% of 
the total could be sold at 55c each 
23% at 83c, 13% at $1.10 and only 


1% at $1.65. 
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As the feeding units | 





Showmen seem to | 
| fee] that a more effective plan can | 
another $2,500 | 


Equity’s stake in Sundays is the 
expectation that such performances 
' will lengthen engagements on Broad- 
| way and therefore benefit the actors, 
There are indications that some in-« 
betweeners playing Sunday are stick- 
ing because of that, but Equity is not 
‘satisfied with the way the managers 
are, or are not, cooperating in the 
experiment. 

Principal objection is that less 
than 50% of the legit shows are using 
|the Sabbath and for that reason the 
possibilities are not being truely 
tested. One of the actors’ leaders 
declared that if the managers don’t 
want to play Sunday ‘we'll use it 
|ourselves,’ implying that Equity 
would favor reverting to double- 
play after this season. 


There are two theories concerning 
Sundays. One is that all shows must 
be played to test the drawing pos- 
| sibilities. The other is that if the 
Sabbath is supposed to aid shows 
which do not command exceptional 
draws, the present schedule is logi- 
cal. There has been some doubt ex- 
pressed whether Sundays were not 
rushed too much, and whether a pro- 
motional period of several months 
would not have attracted a greater 
number of theatre-goers among those 
who come to Broadway only on that 
day. 

So far there has been no rush to 
attend legit on Sundays. New ‘Cue 
| For Passion,’ added to Sunday shows 
drew much better than expected, 
with admission scale lowered. 


Whatever the benefits in bettering 
grosses, they have been compara- 
tively mild, with several! ex- 
| ceptions. Managements of  high- 
‘sealed musicals giving Sundays no 
thought, and that goes for the straight 
hits also. The pre-holiday lull, dur- 
ing which Sundays have been played 
so far, may explain the fairish re- 
sults so far and after New Year’s 
there may be a more favorable 
trend. 





Factor of prices is important as in- 
dicated by the Sabbath demand for 
moderate price tickets. Again there 
is talk along Broadway about straight 
| shows lowering to $2.20 and musicals 
having a top of $3.30. Little doubt 


|that the $4.40 shows are affected 
during periods when the volume of 
visitors drops, such as_ between 
Thanksgiving end Christmas. How 
many musicals with high scales can 
continue will depend on attendance 
after Jan. 1. 


‘WHITE CARGO’ PLAVFRS 
ACCUSED OF INDECENCY 


Los Angeles. Dec. 24. 
Eight members of the ‘White Cargo® 


legit cast, presented at the Beaux 
Arts theatre here for the past two 
years, were released on bail of $5,000 
each after pleadjng not guilty of 
staging an indecent performance, 
Jury trial was set for Jan. 16 

Plavers are Patricia Saunders, Wil- 


liam Howard, Franklin Wade, Law- 


rence Harris, Richard Gocdard, 
Frank O’Neal, John Harvey John- 
on, Jr.. and Gilchrist Stuart W.D 
Swanson, producer, now in San 
Francise was also named in the 
omplaint. 
‘Ladies’ j 
ies Back to Cha 
Chicag De 24 
Flora Robson, in ‘Ladie nN e- 
ment,’ returns to the Harris here on 
Jan. 19 
She had a twe eek ¢ er 


Bridgeport Wants Legit 


Bridgeport, Dec. 24 
City of Bridgeport’s getting legit- 
minded. Comptroller Perry Rod- 
man, in charge of new Klein Memo- 


rial theatre for city, has been nego- 
tiating with New York booking of- 
fices to route road shows into 1,500- 
seat auditorium bequeathed to com- 


munity by late Jacob B. Klein and 
wife 

Rodman has also been conside g 
ummer tock setup for 1941 at 
Pleasure Beach, amusement park 
owned and operated by municipality. 


“a ,+ h- 
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Lee, talent idded 
tment in charge of 


Olga 
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NEW OPERA, DRAMA STAGE FLEXIBILITY 
LIKELY WITH STEVENS INSTITUTE SOUND 


v 


Device Permits Singers to Hear Themselves and Use 
Voice Without Strain—Hamlet’s Ghost Out of 


This World—Robeson 


By EDWARD SMITH 


A revolution in the pr 
of grand opera, as well as legit pro- 
ductions, through changed control | 
and better use of sound, is a prac- 
tical possibility of the next year or| 
so. The changes which technicians | 
have made or are capable of making, 
are numerous. They might even pro- | 
duce a revival of public interest in 
both stage and vocal presentation 
that would usher in a world of renais- 
sance. At least the insiders are 
thinking in such boomish terms. | 


Harold Burris-Meyer of the Stevens 
Institute of Technology has been 
working on ideas for audible as well 
as visual presentation for a decade, | 
and this winter turned his attention 
to the Metropolitan Opera Co. of | 
N. Y. Most singers have found the | 
Metropolitan acoustics excellent, but 
a lack of balance between orchestra 
and singers has always been a dis- 
turbing influence in the house, and 
back stage choruses and orchestras | 
have many times found it difficult to | 
stay on pitch or follow the baton of 
the conductor before the curtain. 
Also, especially in more modern 
times, singers have appeared at the 
Met whose fundamental training was | 
insecure, and with tiny voices 
stretched to the limit to fill the vast 
reaches of the auditorium have 
forced their tones beyond.-their capa- 
bilities, ruining their voices, and what 
is perhaps more important, hurting 
the ears of the paying public. While 
the Met is conditioned better than 
any .theatre in N. Y. for vocal pres- 
the stage is dead, and fre- 
quently a vocalist unable to hear 
himself. will force in trying to se- 
cure a bigger tone. 

By use of the mechanical develop- 
ments made under the wing of Bur- 
ris-Meyer these tragedies of the op- 
eratic stage are no longer necessary. 
Control of sound has now reached a 
point, as was successfully 
strated to the Met board of directors, 
whereby through the development of 
an ‘acoustic envelope,’ it is possible 
for a singer to hear himself as though 
he was in a small highly reverberant 
room. The singing thus 
easier, forcing ceases, and the natural 
tone of the voice is prevalent. The 
Stevens Institute has developed a 
microphone which will allow either 
or decrease in the volume 
of a singer’s voice without effecting 
the quality or allowing the audience 
to k1 that any amplification has 
been made. 

Johnson Sold 

Edward Johnson, general manager 
of the Met, commented on this phase. 
when he explained that in the Cleve- 
land tour of last spring the Met had 
played to a 10,000-seat house, and on 
the opening night with ‘Traviata’ 
scheduled with small voiced singers 
of pleasing qualities, amplification 
was used with excellent results. The 
following night when Kirsten Flag- 
stad and Lauritz Melchior, two of 
the most powerfully lunged singers 
in the company sang, the amplifica- 


| attempted. 


entation, 


increase 


Ow 


tion was not used, and the perform- 
ance sounded the same. Had it not 
been used in ‘Traviata.’ it is doubt- 
ful ft S ers could have been 
! eard a prec lably 

Actual development of this gadget 
was made by the Stevens Institute. 
but a large part of the credit thereof 
bel s to Paul Robeson. The col- 
ored baritone had been having some 
difficulty in his concert appearances 


with the acoustics of the theatres in 
which he sang, and being unable to 
hear his voice in many of these 
places, forced to transpose his 
music to a higher key, to secure more 
volume and fill the house. The 
richest portion of the _ baritone’s 
range lay in the lower and middle 
registers, and continual singing in 
the upper recesses of his voice tired 
him physically, and made his voice 
ragged at the end of his tours. Robe- 
son came to Stevens with his 
troubles. and it was found through 
experimentation at Maplewood, N. J., 
that an ‘acoustic envelope’ could be 
used to surround just the singer, 
without the audience being aware 
of anything out of the ordinary oc- 


curring. 


was 


It was discovered that a singer 
was satisfied with hearing the har- 
monics of his voice, rather than the 


, voice 
esentation | Much easier, as in the latter case, 
jthere was always danger that the 
'sound might travel to the audience. 
‘Robeson christened his device ‘Syn- | 
| thea,’ and the successful concert tour 
he has just completed, with his voice 
as fresh as it was at the start, seems 
to 
| engineers. 
'tour, the baritone, singing in Car- 
;negie Hall, N. Y., won rave notices. 
|for his delivery of ‘Waterboy’ sung 
in the lowest key Robeson has ever 


demon- | 


becomes | 


Stimulated Experiments 


{tself, which made the job 


out the contentions of the 
At the climax of the 


bear 


This would have been 
impossible without the aid of ‘Syn- 


thea,’ and the baritone able to hear 
{his own voice. 


The Stevens Institute, which is be- 
hind the experiments, has recently 
received a grant from the Rocke- 


feller Institute’ for three years. The | 
|main objects and purpose of its ex- | 
control the | 
|intensity of any sound which may 
| be used in the opera house or the- 


perimentation were to 


atre, the control of pitch, the con- 
trol of quality, controlling the ap- 
parent direction from which the 


|sound is coming, controlling the ap- 


parent distance from which the 
sound is coming, and controlling the 
form of the sound, making it rever- 
berant or non-reverberant as the oc- 


casion may demand. All theatres 
will come under the control of the 
engineers regardless of how bad 
acoustically they may be. 
Burris-Meyer explains that some 
years ago he might have believed 
in the impossible but no more. He 
related an amusing incident at the 
Met rehearsals, when through con- 


trol of sound, Herbert Graf, stage di- 
rector, was given the voice of Erich 
Leinsdorf, the conductor. (The Met 
might keep this idea in mind for its 
annual: surprise party, and give Lily 
Pons the voice of Ezio Pinza, and 
vice versa for a duet together). 
Boon To A. K.’s? 


Difference in altitude can be con- 


trolled, so that the historical ex- 
ample of Enrico Caruso almost 
strangling in ‘Aida’ in Havana be- 


cause of the rarity of the air, will 
no longer be true. The ultimate may 
mean that radio singers with almost 
inaudible voices, but with luscious 
qualities may be given the brazen 
tones of a Ruffo in his prime. Sing- 
ers past their prime with dramatic 
ability left, would be able to carry 
for years singing in half voice, 
with no strain or effort, and amplifi- 


on 


cation, unknown or at least un- 
realized as far as the audience is 
concerned, will give them the vol- 


ume of their youth. 
In the same regard as happens fre- 
quently when singer by the 


sheer magnitude of his voice is able 


one 


to overpower and outshout another, 
the regulation of the microphone 
will enable the engineer to control 


the duet, so that the voices will ap- 
pear evenly matched 

Lack of tl has 
use of the apparatus 
far. The Met, old in 


. y ] : lk va) 
custom, looks askance 


the 


sO 


me 


prevented 
at the Met 
tradition and 


’ 
also Kk at such 


new fangled method and perh: 


f ne al . ws 
tears aiso tne sci 
critics who too frequenth 


1. ] 4 + v7 »¥ > - - 
marked that a number of regular 
artists at the house 


but not 


could be seen 


heard. To use a microphone 
to the 
seldom 
ing How- 
arrived when 
question as to 
used, but rather, 
It would seem 
of the expressed 
Edward Johnson for 
experimentation may 
actual performances 
any but the manage- 
the technicians later in 
and if as successful as it 
in controlled practice, 
it may be adopted after informing 
the public that they have already 
been listening to the new method. 
Just The Dead Spots 
Use of the devices in the Met 
would be confined to those portions 
of the house where certain sound 
frequences are dead. In certain parts 
of the house low notes are lost. and 
in other parts, the top tones. In the 


tification 
Met 


pioneel 


youd tienda some ju 


the has 


criticism anda 
been a place fo1 
ever, the time has now 
it is longer a 
whether it will be 
when it will be. 
probable in view 
admiration of 
the that 
take place in 
unbeknown to 
ment, 
the season, 
has 


no 


idea, 


and 


worked 





| would 
| for equal hearing in any part of the 


topmost galleries it is probable most | 


frequencies are almose inaudible. It 
would be these portions of the Met 


that would be treated, while the or- | 


chestra and parts of the balconies 
be left alone. thus making 


house, 

The theatre and radio also are re- 
cipients of the control of sound. 
Burris- Meyer explained how in 
‘Hamlet,’ the ghost was given a 
sepulchral voice which could not 
have been produced by a human 
throat. On one occasion, in a pre- 
sentation of the ‘Brainstorm scene’ 
from Elmer Rice's ‘Adding Machine,’ 
an attempt was made to make the 
audience feel the reaction of the 
principal character as he lost his 
reason, and in the 32-second inter- 


val, using an almost pure tone which | 


warbled, with raising of frequency 
and intensity, the audience was al- 


most driven to lose their minds. 
Since that time, physicians have 
been consulted before trying any- 


thing of that sort. 

Radio has been more difficult, be- 
cause it can only yield frequencies 
of approximately 10,000, while Bur- 


| ris-Meyer insists on at least 16,000. 


Experimentation is going on how- 
ever. At the present time, since con- 
cluding his Met experiment, Burris- 
Meyer has aided in film work re- 
cording, 
N. Y., to estimate the cost of mak- 
ing that white elephant useful for 


stage presentation, and is experi- 
menting with sound in industry. In 
this regard, he is picking up the 


ackled the Center Theatre, | 


By HAROLD SETON 
As the matter is of up-to-the-min- 
ute interest, I herewith present the 
| following data on the Herald Square 


section, which is now being recon- 
structed and revived. It is a long 
ltime since we veieran playgoers 
|heard George M. Cohan first sing 


\‘Give My Regards to Broadway, Re- 
member Me to Herald Square.’ I 
seem to be the last of the first-night- 
ers, and, with a handsome monu- 
/ment recently unveiled at 35th street 
|and Broadway, showing the bronze 
Minerva and two oronze beliringers, 
which used to stand on the roof of 
lthe old Herald building (just re- 


} 
' 
| 
| 
| 


}placed by a modern taxpayer), our | 


|, Old New York hearts overflow with 
| sentimental memories. 

_ As a small boy I remember when 
ithe Herald moved ‘uptown,’ from 
Park Row to its new building at 35th 
street, and the name Herald Square 
was created. As a lad I used to watch 
the bellringers striking the hours, 
,and, as a 16-year-old, I became a 
| ‘firstnighter’ and saw Anna Held in 
\‘A Parlor Match’ at the Herald 
| Square theatre in a building erected 
|in 1873 and once known as the Col- 
'osseum. In 1900 I saw Augustus 
| Thomas’ play, ‘Arizona,’ at the Her- 
}ald Square, the cast including Elea- 
nor Robson and Edgar Selwyn. (To- 
|day, as Mrs. August Belmont, the 
|former Miss Robson has one of the 
|}most beautiful voices heard on the 
‘air, through occasional broadcasts.) 
At the same theatre I saw Mrs. Les- 
lie Carter in ‘The Heart of Maryland,’ 
in which she, as a Civil War heroine, 
swung from the tongue of a 
thus stopping the tolling which was 
| to signal the death of her sweetheart. 


threads and bits left here and there | 


by a scattered few, and is develop- 
ing them to find out just how music 
can aid the worker. 

Already he has discovered the ef- 
fect of a waltz toward slowing down 
production, and the effect of ott 
types of music for an_ industrial 
speed up, and from the success he 
has had with his other experiments, 
his simple statements regarding his 
aims, which might loom so prepos- 
terous from another, bear careful 
watching. 


— Schwab Wins 
$3,480 Verdict vs. Lee 
Shubert on ‘Goin’ ’ Flop 


Award of $3,480 against Lee Shu- 
bert in favor of Laurence Schwab, 
made week, an $80.000 
flop of last season. Show was ‘Nice 
Goin’,’ musical version of ‘Sailor Be- 


1er 





last echoes 


ware,’ presented out of town but 
never on Broadway Contract set- 
ting forth Shubert’s participation in 
the production, amounting to approx- 
imately 20°, had a stipulation that 
in the event of differences with 
Schwab such issues were to be ad- 


justed by arbitration 
When Schwab called upon Shubert 
to pay the final amount of his share 


the latter clamed that as ‘Gon’’ 
didn’t open in New York, he was 
not liable He counter-claimed for 
$13,000. Schwab had the foresight 


to stipulate arbitration, eliminating 

court procedings which might have 

strung the case out indefinitely 
Charles F. Hughes, sitting as a one- 


man arbitration board, heard a flock 
of witnesses, the winning testimony 
being that, no matter whether a show 
lops in tow uy” on Broadway, the 
managerial liability is the same 
‘Beverly Hills,” w h Schwab re- 


cently presented with Otto Premin- 


ger, ended $16,000 in the red Be- 
cause of theatre parties the Holly- 
wood comedy did not lose in operat- 
ing during its short stay at the Ful- 
ton, N. Y. It had been reported that 
Mrs. Bror Dahlberg, whose husband 


manufactures Celetex, had invested 


Harrigan’s on East 35th 


| Further east, on 35th street, stood 
Harrigan’s theatre, later called the 
Garrick, where, in 1899, I saw Mrs. 


Carter's opening night in ‘Zaza,’ and 
also witnessed many other successful 
premieres. Southward, on Sixth ave- 
nue, stood the Standard, where Wil- 
liam Brady and Florenz Ziegfeld 
starred their respective wives, Grace 
George and Anna Held, and I at- 
tended all of those openings. West- 
ward, on 34th street, stood Koster & 
| Bials’ Music Hall, and I went there 
i vente often Where Gimbel’s now 
stands was Jim Corbett’s saloon 
The Herald Square hotel was 
erected at about that time. Later I 
remember the erection of the Hotel 
McAlpin, which has maintained its 
prestige ever since. Another land- 
mark is the Hotel Martinique, at 32d 
street, which has just undergone 
considerable renovation. and _ has 
spent a lot of money on its exterior 
illumination. The Hotel Gregorian 
has remained a landmark through 
several decades, and so has the Simp- 
of 35th 


on pawnshop, at the corne! 
and Sixth avenue 
As a small boy I used to be escort- 


ed to 14th street to view the Christ- 


mas windows of R. H. Macy & Co., 
and, in seeing their Christmas win- 
dows the other day, I remembered 


the sensation that was created when 
Macy’s moved ‘uptown’ to Herald 
Square, and when Gimbel's opened, 
and Saks also. 


The only old theatre that. still 
stands in this part of town is the 
Savoy, now a movie house. In the 
early 1900s I attended many open- 


ings there, including ‘The Governor's 
Son,’ starring George M. Cohan, in 
1901. Also ‘Glad of it,’ by Clyde 
Fitch, in which Madge Carr-Cook 
itured (This talented actress 
of Eleanor Robson.) 
Herald Square, on 
hotel, the Marlbor- 
1 had been popular in the 
1870s, 80s and 90s. Somewhat furthe1 
another old hotel. the 
Between Herald Square 
Square (later called 
Times Square) stood three famous 
theatres—the Knickerbocker, the Ca- 
| sino and the Empire. 


was fe 
the mothe 

Just north of 
Broadway, as a 
ough, whicl 


vas 


uptown was 
Normandie 
and Longacre 


plenty in ‘Hills,’ but her participation | 


amounted to only $2,500. Others with 
interests included Paul Beisman and 


Richard Berger, of the St. Louis mu- | 


nicipal opera company. Mrs. Dahl- 
berg is said to be the principal 
backer of Gant Gaither, who oper- 
ates a theatre in Miami Beach. 

Schwab, who has gone to Florida, 
had a royalty interest in ‘Quiet 
Please,’ also a short-lived Hollywood 
comedy which stopped at the Guild 
after three performances. He col- 
laborated with Milton Lazarus in re- 
writing the play, which was tried out 
in the east under the title of ‘Once 
Upon a Night.’ Film rights were sold 
for $4,500, Schwab being entitled to 
40° of the amount. 


Empire Alone Survives 


The Empire is the sole survivor. I 
saw all the famous Frohman stars at 
ithe Empire—John Drew, Maude 
| Adams, William Faversham. Viola 
| Allen, and the young and beautiful 
| Ethel Barrymore. At the Casino I 
attended the premiere of ‘Floradora,’ 

in 1900, and I saw Lillian Russell 
there in many musical comedies 
| (then known as ‘comic operas’), prior 
to her joining the all-star cast at 

Weber & Fields, several blocks be- 
low Herald Square. I never missed 
a Weber & Fields opening during the 
years those wonderful revues held 
forth. 

} The Metropolitan Opera House has 


bell, | 


se ee 


Ab bbb bbb DD DDD DDD DD DAA +++ 


,remained unchanged, so far as the 
| exterior is concerned, since it opened 
| in 1883, and I heard all the famous 
singers who starred there —Me!ba, 
Nordica, Emma Eames, Emma Calve, 
Caruso, etc. 
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Indies Losers | 


bo ONtinued from page 5——— 


are entirely new to RKO. Which 
| would leave among the possible out- 
| casts Harold Lloyd (Girl, Guy and 
|}a Gob’); Harold B. Franklin (‘The 
_Villain Still Pursued Her’); Steph- 
ens-Lang (‘Dr. Christian’ series); 
| Jack Votion and Sam Coslow (‘Lum 
’n Abner’); Jerry Brandt and 
| Charles Ford (‘Scattergood Baines’ 
| series); Lou Ostrow (‘Li'l Abner’); 
| Frank Ross (The Devil and Miss 
| Jones’), and Andre Devan and Nat 
| Wachsburger (two Charles Boyer 
| films). William Hawks-Ronald Col- 
/man unit has already announced its 
| shift of release to 20th-Fox 

| Indies are being hacked away, 
Schaefer said, because, as a group, 
; they are putting out ‘program’ pie- 
| tures, which is what RKO under the 
consent decree can best do without. 
Policy of fewer pictures of better 
quality will be the most profitable, 
he said, adding that ‘Too many small, 
unimportant films are now being 
made.’ 








Studio Shakecup? 

Question concerning the long-re- 
| ported executive changes at the stu- 
| dio was left open by Schaefer. To a 
query concerning a _ shakeup, the 
RKO topper replied, ‘Leave that as 
a question asked but not answered.’ 
He made no hesitation, however, in 
denying any changes impending in 
eastern personnel. Harry Edington, 
studio head, who has been with the 
company a year and has 12 months 
more go under contract has 
at numerous times been the subject 
of Hollywood reports of a change on 
the lot, 


to his 


Only changes at the home-office, 
Schaefer said, would be enlargement 


of the publicity-advertising and sales 


departments to cope with the more 
intensified selling which will be 
needed under the decree. 

First block-of-five pictures to be 
sold for the 1941-42 season will be 
ready for screening in July, prez 


said, and the second will be screened 
in September. He explained that the 
company will keep further ahead of 


release schedule on the early pic- 
tures than {t will later on when it 
is believed selling will be speedier 
as exhibs get used to the new sys- 
tem. 

There will probably be no more 
of the old-time international sales 
conventions, Schaefer ventured, at 
which the company’s product lineup 
for the year is announced. Instead, 


it is likely that . 
ings will be held for the purpose of 
educating the sales department 
The decree, RKO 
will get the film companies away 
from present allocation 
make percentages and 
form to the quality of 
fered. 
‘No Bail for 
‘Producers who stub their toes can 
no longer be expected to be bailed 
out by distributors and exhibitors,’ 
he declared, adding that he favors a 
‘profit-sharing system’ for producers 
and has been leaning that way on al 
recent 


“nent? . : re 
smailer sca:ie mceé 


head asserted, 
system and 
rentals 


the 


con- 


films of- 


Toe-Stubbers’ 


deals. 


Not only sales costs but prod 
costs will go up as a resu oO 
lecree because of the ece t f 
holding films unti! a ble > 
ready for offering. While costs 
be up, there will be no compensat- 
ing increase in revenues, Schae 
said, which will necessitate furthe 
economies wherever they “a Dé 
made. 

RKO mahatm averre } ee 
no need for an admission jump now 
but insisted that a change in tl 

| Federal tax structure must be mac 
to start the admish levy on 10c tick- 
ets instead of 20c as at present. Low 
ering of scales by exhibs to gel 
beneath the 20c figure, Schaefe! 


said, was bringing down the average 
admish in the entire industry. 


Problem of tradeshcwing all pic- 
tures will be solved, Schaefer be- 
lieved, by all companies in an ex- 


ch nze rea COO} i ting Y} f 
on a permanent basis a small theatre 
Westerns, Schaefer said, will be sold 
in separate groups of five, wh le 
newsreels and shorts are not affected 
by any terms of the decree. 
Schaefer said he will spend more 
time on the Coast than heretofore 
His present ninn to return to 


Hollywood in January. 
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Chi Legit in 1st Slump; Pys’ Moves 
Again, Father, 136, ‘Today,’ $10,000 
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Lunts 1136 in Milw. 


Milwaukee, Dec. 24. 
With the house practically sold 
out two weeks before they opened 
| here Monday night (16), Alfred 
| Lunt and Lynn Fontanne in ‘There 





Chicago, Dec. 24. 

Theatres felt the pinch of pre- 
Xmas sharply last. week, the first 
real slump-off of the season. The 
general pace of business, however, 
has been good enough in the past 
couple of months to indicate that the 
rosses will zoom up sharply after 
the holidays. : 
Already the demand for New 
Year's Eve ducats has reached new 
highs. Scalpers are already asking 
$25 a pear for ‘Dubarry Was a 
Lady,’ which got away excellently 
in the Erlanger Sunday (22), 


Only newcomer last week was 
‘Pins and Needles,’ which relighted 
the Studebaker after long darkness. 
Came in at $1 top and ran into flock 
of excellent notices, all of which 
may help this one to stick around 
awhile. 

‘Pygmalion,’ the wanderer of the 
loop, having moved to the Erlanger 
from the Selwyn, will move to the 
Harris on Wednesday (25). 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Here Today,’ Selwyn (2d week) 
(1,000; $2.75). With subscription coin 
held to $10,000 despite general b.o. 
slide-off. Extra plugging on account 
of the Ruth Gordon 25th theatre 
anniversary was of considerable b.o. 
aid. 

‘Life with Father,’ Blackstone (42d 
week) (1,200; $2.75). Dropped off 
according to the season, but still a 
remarkable coin-getter at $13,000. 

‘Meet the People,’ Grand (12th and 
final week) (1,200; $2.75). Finished 
here on Saturday (21) and heads for 
New York opening this week. 
Squeezed a run out of it and wound 
up with $9,000. 





| during the pre-holiday season. ‘Story’ 





| 





‘Pins and Needles,’ Studebaker (ist | 


week) (1,300; $1). At $1 top and 
party business took $5,000 for first 
week of seven performances. 
‘Pygmalion,’ Erlanger (4th loop 
week) (1,300; $2.75). Closed at this 
theatre Saturday (21) lays off until 
Wednesday (25) to open at the 
Harris. Managed $8,500 last week. 





Current Road Shows 


(Week of Dec. 23) 





‘A Night of Love’—His Majesty’s, 
Montreal. 


‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ (Boris 
Karloff)—-Maryland, Baltimore (26- 


28). 

Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo—Au- 
ditorium, Chicago (26-29). 

‘Crazy with the Heat’ (Willie How- 
ard, Luella Gear)—Shubert, Boston 
(25-28). 

‘DuBarry Was a Lady’ (Bert Lahr) 
—Erlanger, Chicago. 

‘Flight to the West’ (Betty Field) — 
Wilbur, Boston. 


‘Hard Way’— Plymouth, Boston 
(opens tomorrow—Thursday). 
‘Hellzapoppin’—Cass, Detroit (25- 


28 ) 

‘Here Today’ (Ruth Gordon) 
wyn, Chicago. 

‘Ladies in Retirement’ (Flora Rob- 
son )}—Cox, Cincinnati (25-28). 

‘Lady in Waiting’ (Gladys George) 
—Hanna, Cleveland. 

‘Life with Father’ (Lillian Gish) — 
Blackstone, Chicago. 

‘Life with Father’ (Dorothy Gish) 
—Repertory, Boston. 

‘Little Foxes’ (Tallulah Bankhead) 
—Curran, San Francisco. 

‘Male Animal’ (Elliott Nugent)— 
Royal Alexandra, Toronto (26-28). 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Clif- 
ton Webb )—‘Nixon. Pittsburgh 

‘Philadelphia Story’ 
Hepburn ) Municipal 
Kansas City (27-28). 


Sel- 


(Katharine 
Auditorium, 


*Pj y . "I 
Pins and Needles’ — Studebaker, 
Ch Cago, 
‘Pygmalion’ (Ruth Chatterton)— 


Harris, Chicago (25-28). 


‘Show-Off’ (Joe E. Brown)—E] Cap- 
itan, Los Angeles 
‘Sim Sala Bim’ (Dante)—Locust. 


Philadelphia (24-28). 

‘Talley Method’ (Ina Claire. John 
Ha!liday)—McCarter. Princeton (28). 

‘There Shall Be No Night’ (Alfred 
Lunt, Lynn Fontanne)—Grand, Chi- 
cago. 
_ ‘Time of Your Life’ (Eddie Dowl- 
ing )—American, St. Louis. 

‘Tobacco Road’ (John Barton )— 
Enclish, Indianapolis (25-28), 


oe Boy’—Ford’s, Baltimore 26- 





‘Animal’ 5G In Buff. 


Buffalo, Dec. 24. 
_Pre-holiday slump, which hit the 
Picture boxoffices hardly at all until 
a few days before Christmas, wal- 
loped the tally of ‘Male Animal’ at 


the Erlanger first three days last 
week. 

Eked out only so-so eoin at ap- 
a. Yimotealy @¢F nnn 


bolstered cause by making an address 


Shall Be No Night’ did a capacity 
gross of approximately $11,500 in 
four performances at the Pabst 
(Ind) at $3.30 top. Gross was held 





HEPBURN, $25,000, 





down to some extent by subscription 
SMASH IN T. LOUIS Oak Ruth Chatterton in 





St. Louls, Dec. 24. | the Davidson 


: ‘pp;31. | Day, and ‘Mornings at 
a took matnaring sephurn in ‘Phil- | been announced for the Pabst at the 
adelphia Story’ to perk up the in- 


| same time, both shows were pulled 
terest in legit that drooped sadly | out at the 11th hour, so Milwaukee 
iis left without legit fare for the 


holiday week. 


starting Christmas 


ended a one-week stand Saturday 
(21) at the American theatre with 





| 
| the banner b.o. take of the current 6 9 
season. Eight performances grossed 
an estimated $25,000, with the house 


scaled to $3.36. Piece copped raves 
from local crix and Miss Hepburn 


at a luncheon tossed by the Play- 
goers of St. Louis, Inc., the non- 
profit organization that is putting 
legit back on its feet locally. 

‘Time of Your Life,’ with Eddie 
Dowling and Julie Hayden in the top | 
roles, began a one-week engagement | 


~ $1000 IN HUB 


Boston, Dec. 24. 
‘Old Acquaintance,’ starring Peggy 





‘Pygmalion’ had been advertised at | 


Seven’ had | 
| O (Operetta). 


Only ‘Hattie, $32,000, and ‘Corn, 
$18,500, Hold Up in N.Y. Pre-Xmas 


Slump; ‘Acquaintance’ Looks In 





Estimates for Last Week 


Key: C (Comedy), D (Drama), R 
(Revue), M (Musical), F (Farce), 


‘All 
$3.30). 
man: 


in Fun,’ Majestic (R-1,715:; 
Presented by’ Leonard Sill- 
dozen or more writers and 


| composers credited with the sketches 


and numbers; tried out in 
where flock of changes 
made; opens Friday (27). 
‘Boys ana Girls Together,’ Broad- 
hurst (12th week) (R-1,160: 


Boston 


' Pre-Christmas going affected nearly 


| 


all shows per usual; business dropped 


under $20,000, but should bounce 
back. 

‘Cabin in the Sky,’ Martin Beck 
(9th week) (M-1,214: $3.30). Word 


of mouth helping colored musical’s 
draw and indications are favorable 


| for a run; down to around $15,000, 


Sunday (22) with the house scaled Wood and Jane Cowl, perked up in| 
to $2.80. No performance will be its second tryout week here. ‘Life 


presented tonight (Xmas eve) | With Father.’ in its 12th week, con- 





trade talk of the town. 


tinued to be top money taker and the | 


‘ a | . Elmer Rice’s ‘Flight to the West’ 
Ladies 126 In Det. opened Monday (23) for a single 
week. ‘Crazy With the Heat,’ mu- 

anion |sical with Luella Gear and Willie 

Detroit, Dec. 24. | Howard, unveils Christmas night, | 


and ‘The Hard Way,’ farce by Allen 
Boretz, is slated for the following 
night. 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘Life With Father,’ Repertory (12th 
wk.) (965; $2.75)—Still drawing big 


Running against the biggest shop- 
ping spree in Detroit’s history, the 
Cass managed to emerge last week 
with a fair approximate $12,000 for | 
the six days, eight performances, of | 
Flora Robson in ‘Ladies in Retire- 


,;ment.’ Critics here liked it. biz with help of —— eee 
The house went dark for three ligent publicity and exploitation, 

aa reopening Christmas Day | around $13,000 for 12th stanza. F 

| (Wed.) with ‘Hellzapoppin’, which ‘Old Acquaintance,’ Plymouth (2d) 

‘runs through the New Year's. Ad-. wk.) (1.480; $2.75) —Unopposed down- 

vanee on this has been terrific. A town last week. Word-of-mouth on 

year ago the Cass had for its New this one divided, with the boosters 


| 


raving and the knockers groaning. 
Final week encouraging $10,000. 


Year's offering the short-lived ‘Man 
Who Killed Lincoln.’ 


Inside Stul—Legit 


Withdrawal of ‘The Old Foolishness,’ which opened Friday (20) and was 


closed Saturday at the Windsor, N. Y., was the briefest engagement of 


first time that the 


manager and Rachel Crothers, who was on the directional end, failed to 


any production offered by John Golden. It was the 


| click. The distinctly unfavorable notices drawn by the Paul Vincent Car- 


mas 


roll drama led Golden to close down so quickly. Show's share of the tak- 
ings during the holiday period would have reduced the production red to 
some extent, but he decided to forego such earnings. Miss Crothers was 
not present at the premiere, being called out of town by the illness of a 
sister. 

Golden did not anticipate that ‘Foolishness’ would be a standout, but he 
felt the play should be presented. Because the autho could not come to 
New York from his Scotland home, no changes in the script were made. 
Revisions would have clarified a number of passages that were questioned. 


Permission by the Equity council to the management of ‘Morning's at 
Seven’ to lay off the touring show an extra two days during the pre-Christ- 
period was given without consulting the cast In assenting the 
Council apparently took for granted the ass irance of Somnes, 
representing the Naticnal Playgoers Guild, that the actors were willing 
to accept the extra layoff. However, the first company knew of the 
matter was when they saw it in a copy of a New daily purchased 
two days later in St. Louis, where the show was playing that w eek. Added 


George 


the 
York 


two days, plus the intervening weekend, meant that the troupe would 
have been idle and unpaid for a period of 10 days out of town. And, at 
the time the Equity permission was given, the how had only tentative 
future bookings, which have since been cancelled. It winds up the tour 


as of the St. Louis engagement. 


f 


: , ‘CO, which opened at the 
Aldrich & Myers, producers of ‘Cue lich opened at t 


try to 


For Pa Or! hy 


oht 


Rovale, N. Y., Thursday (19), were aware that audiences mignt 
identify two of the central characters in real life. For that reason a pro- 
gram note states they are imaginary He is supposed to be a novelist, mut, 
with the idea of making his status more ( € alluded to as a critic 
and poet His wife is not desc! a t, but as a ga ¢ 
publisher and protagonist for feminine movemel t 

While there is small chance of libel procee ove ‘ e pl: 
picture people who are eyeing ‘Passion’ are figuring the chi nce ( = 
involvement if and when the play reaches } for) Should be bought 
by Hollywood, the characters in question will probably De piv’ back- 
grounds different than in the original script. 

Switch of ‘Flight to the West,’ the Elmer Rice drama latest of the Pili y- 
wrights presentations, from the Plymouth to the G uld, further indicates 
a friendly business relationship between the authors’ production group 


and the Theatre Guild. The booking change was occasioned by a matter 
of sharing terms, with the Playwrights attraction getting a better break 
than offered by the Shuberts, who operate the Plymouth. Guild teamed 
with the Playwrights in the production of outstanding shows, the last be- 
ing ‘There Shall Be No Night,’ with the Lunts, now on tour. 
Booking change is a break for ‘Separate Rooms,’ which is slated to stay 
in the Plymouth through January. Show had been skedded to move to the 
Hudson, now mentioned to get ‘A Night of Love’. 
the Shubert office 
preview 


Lee Shubert was not actually socked according to 
during the excitement that started when some people seeing a ' 
of ‘Retreat to Pleasure’ at the Belasco, N. Y., recently expressed dislike 
over some of the lines. Angry patrons in the lobby at intermission had 
their say and Shubert burned when they blamed him. Showman was 
shoved into the vestibule of the boxoffice so that he could not be reached. 


A confused cop present was about to make a riot call, but no arrests were 


nade. _ i 
In the balcony a group tried to get others to walk out on the pe form 
| ance and there were some punches tnrow ove man ex: » 


but sure to improve. 


‘Cue for Passion,’ Royale (lst 
week) (CD-1,017; $3.30). Opened 
last Thursday (19); drew mixed 
notices with fair business first four 
performances; chances better indi- 
cated this week. 

‘Delicate Story,’ Miller (CD-940: 
$3.30). Closing Saturday (28), at 


which time it will have played three 
and one-half weeks; ‘Eight O’Clock 
Tuesday’ follows Jan. 6, but house 
slated to get ‘The Talley Method’ 
later in month. 

‘George Washington Slept Here,’ 
Lyceum (9th week) (C-1,004; $3.30). 
Has been doing fairly wel] and 
slated through winter: off with field 
last week, with takings around 
$9,000. 

‘Hellzapoppin,’ .Winter .Garden 


(118th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Has 
been prospering right along and 
figured to go back in the big money 
this week; first half was dark, but 
matinees have been added; dipped 
under $20,000. 


‘Hold On to Your Hats,’ Shubert 
(15th week) (M-1,405; $4.40). Among 
top ranking musicals, but like most 
others slipped after Thanksgiving: 


| profitable takings expected from this 


week on; under $20,000. 
‘It Happens on Ice,’ Center (11th 
week) (R-3,087; $2.75). Has tendency 


to drop during midweek but busi- 
ness approaches capacity at week- 
ends; taking have _ been _profit- 


able; dropped to around $20,000 after 


averaging over $30,000: will come 
back. 

‘Johnny Belinda,’ Longacre (14th 
week) (D-1,016; $3.30). One of the 


shows credited with being benefited 
by Sunday perfotmances; out of cut- 
rate agency; around $5,000; should 
get share of holiday trade. 

‘Life with Father,’ Empire (58th 
week) (C-1,005; $3.30). Champ of 
the holdovers was somewhat affected 
with the approach of Christmas, but 
drew highly profitable gross esti- 


mated at better than $16,500. 


‘Louisana Pui chase,’ Imperial (30th 
week) (M-1,450: $4.40) Went off 
more last week than at any time 
since opening; gross down around 
$25,000, which is stil! regarded big 
sidering period of run and the 
general going. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Music 
Box (62d week) (C-1,013: $3.30) 
Has accomplished a year’s stay on 
Broadway and may run through an- 


con 


other season; around $9,000 for an 
even break, but laugh show will 
come back 

‘Meet the People,’ Mansfield (R- 
1,000; $3.30). Presented by Holly- 
wood Theatre Alliance: opened on 
Coast one year ago, coming here 
from Chicago: debut tonight (25) 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (CD- 
991: $3.30) Presented by Max 


Gordon; scripted by Jerome Chodo- 
rov and Joseph A. Fields from Ruth 
McKenney novel of 


ame name; 
opens Thursday (26) 

‘Old Acquaintance,” Morosco (C- 
939: $3.30) Presented by Dwight 
Deere Wiman: written by John Van 
Druten; well regarded out of town: 
onened Mondav (23) and drew dis 
tinctiv favorable pre 

‘Pal Joey,’ Barrymore (M-1,104 
$4.40) Presented by George Abbott 
book by John O'Ha score by 
Rogers and Hart: highly rated out 
of town; opens tonight (25) 

‘Panama Hattie,’ 46th St. (8th 
week) (M-1,347: $440). One show 
that was hardly off last week: 
slightly under normal only at 
Wednesday matinee and gross for 


week quoted over $32,000. 


‘Retreat to Pleasure,’ Belasco (lst 
week) (C-1,000: $3.30). Drew so-so 
press; after opening Tuesday (17) 
last week business mild: theatre 
parties figured in takings that ap- 
| proximated $6,000: ‘Mr. and Mrs 
North’ due here soon 

‘Separate Rooms,’ Plymouth (39th 
week) (C-1,107; $3.30). Remains 
here instead of moving as planned 
and will get benefit of holiday at- 


tendance in present location; moder- 
ate but profitable grosser; around 
$7,000 

‘The Corn Is Green,’ National 
week) (D-1,162: 


season’ 


(4th 
$3.30). Un to thi 
1 ew + 1h 4 


week 1S oniv n aign 


conacity atte 


were | 


$4.40). | 


, over $18,500; theatre parties at con- 
cession again kept takings from go- 
ing higher. 

‘The Old Foolishness,’ Windsor. 
Opened Friday (20); drew adverse 
notices and was taken off following 
night. 

‘The Flying Gerardos,’ Playhouse 
(C-865; $3.30). Presented by Edward 
Choate in association with W. A. 
Brady; written by Kenyon Nicholson 
!and Charles Robinson; opens Sun- 
day (30). 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (366th 
| week) (C-1,107; $1.10). No show has 
| ever announced ‘last weeks’ so long, 
| nor has played such a run; has been 
| getting around $4,000, which is 
slightly profitable; road company is 
| the coin getter. 

REVIVALS 
‘Twelfth Night,’ St. 
| week) (D-1,526; $3.30). Helen Hayes 
{and Maurice Evans, co-starred, are 
the draw; business mostly at the bo- 
| office; nearly $20,000. 

‘Charley’s Aunt,’ Cort (10th week) 
(C-1,064; $3.30). Slated into spring 
period; old laurh winner drawing 
mixed audiences, with pace profit- 
able right along; around $8,000 last 
week, 


James (4th 


ADDED 

‘Ballet Russe,’ 5lst St. (Warner's 
Hollywood). .Has been laying off to 
evade pre-holiday slump; resumes 
| Thursday (26) and _ plays _ into 
| January. 
Ruth and Paul Draper, Booth. 
| Characterizations and dances by solo 
| sister and brother artists; in for the 
holiday trade; house will get ‘The 
Cream in the Well’ early next 
; month, 


‘JOEY’ CLIMBS TO BIG 
| $25,000 IN PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Dec. 24. 

‘Pal Joey’ climbed to near-socko 
biz in its second and final week at 
the Forrest, proving that sometimes 
| Philly playgoers will patronize a try- 
out that has not the benefit of big 
| marquee names. Word of mouth, 
| plus enthusiastic followups by the 
| crix, turned the trick. Joey’s gross 
last week was estimated at $25,000, 
very, very good for this season of the 
year. 

City has scanty theatrical fare this 
week, with Dante, the magician, 
starting a return engagement at the 
Locust tonight (Tuesday). Magician 
played a good week at the Locust 
earlier in the fall. 








Robitschek Sought On 
L. A. Wage Complamts 


Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 

‘Where Is Kurt Robitschek?’ is an 
unfinished story in these parts, rang- 
ing from the Trouwpers theatre in 
Hollywood to the offices of the State 
Labor Commission. They both want 
to get in touch with Robitschek, who 
has disappeared from these diggings 


with various clafmants on his trail. 
City Attorney’s denartment has 
sued misdemeanor warrants invit- 
ing the producer back to explain 
wage claims technically filed at $128 
with the Labor Commission, and 


growing out of a Troupers theatre 
venture which flopped 


Engagements 


Edith ¢ 


Marie Louise Dana, 


raig, ‘Separate Rooms.’ 
‘The Flying 


dos.’ 


Jane Hoffman, ‘Crazy With the 


’ 
‘Boudoir 


W oodde ll, 


Thomas Chalmers 
Ober, Barbara 
and Mrs. North.’ 

Evelyn Varden, Morton L. Stevens, 
Horton Heath, Mrs. James Thornton, 
‘The Lady Who Came to Stay.’ 

James O’Rear, Philip Tonge, ‘Eight 
o’Clock Tuesday.’ 

Olive Reeves-Smith, 
Dash, Three Trojans, 
Sav Yes.’ “~~ 

Wyrley Birch, Henry Herbert, 
John Quicg, Bruce Gordon, William 
Parke, Elizabeth Inglise, ‘Arsenic and 
Old Lace.’ 

Eleana 


Philip 


‘Mr 


Flash and 
‘She Had to 


Ryerson, Frances Brandt, 


Douglas Rowland, Joseph Marks, 
Willard Cary, Eric Walz, Alison 
Skipworth, Taylor Holmes, James 
Bell. ‘First Stop to Heaven.’ 
Martha Sleeper, Mary Morris, 
McCormick, Edward Trevor, 


Myron 
Ralph Theodore 
Virginia C: Harrv Bra‘tsbi'r: 
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Plays on Broadway 





OLD ACQUAINTANCE 


e 
: 
Dwight 


Moros 
DPeere 


Rudd 
Deirdre Drake 
Sabrina 
Mildred 
Susan 
Preston 


40a cvewes 4 ..Fdna West 
Hunter Gardner 
Prediction was that better plays 
would start arriving around the holi- 
day period and thereafter. ‘Old 
Acquaintance’ rather bears that out. 
Though it did not impress as a sock 
show, week’s first arrival should 
rate among the season's successes. 
John Van Druten has written a 
dialog comedy which starts brightly. 
Promise of the opening act is some- 
what smudged in the second section, 
but the third act picks up and the 
play ends pleasantly. Some of the 
author's lines are bright, but too 
many are not so effective. Evidently 
he would have turned out a better 
script if more time were devoted 
to it. 
It’s a women’s play and the cast is 


per by two welcome stars, Jane | 


owl and Peggy Wood. Early in the 
performance the latter has the edge 
with her piquant manner and comic 
conception of her part. Later 
score swings toward Miss 
Quite important, too, is Adele Long- 
mire, young actress who plays the 
ingenue very attractively. Van 
Druten has something on the ball in 
writing about women, as also attest 
‘The Distaff Side’ and ‘There's Al- 
ways Juliet.’ 

Miss Cowl and Miss Wood are Kit 
Markham and Millie Drake, re- 
spectively, 40-year-old novelists and 
successful, though Millie writes more 
saleable stuff. Friends since girl- 
hood in Harrisburg, they laugh over 
remembrances and are frank about 
each other’s work. Millie was 
married, but hasn't worked at it for 
10 years, her only problem being an 
18-year-old daughter, Deirdre. 

Mention of affairs is frequent, par- 
ticularly by Kit, who never married 
but has had her lovers. Currently 
she has Rudd Kendall, connected 
with a publishing house. He is about 
10 years her junior, but proposes 
marriage, which she is inclined to 
favor, but no promises are made. 

Presently Rudd discovers himself 
in love with Deirdre and she re- 
ciprocates. It is romance in a flash 
until the girl finds out about his as- 
sociation with Kit, who has quite a 
time convincing the lass that it is all 
over. Rudd tells Kit of his affection 
for the girl, with the matronly 
mistress saying their affair could not 
go on indefinitely. She sweetly 
aludes to it as a spell of perfect 
weather. 

There is a quarrel between Kit 
and Millie, which bears down in act 
two. At the end the two old friends 
agree that their friendship at such a 
time in life to be treasured. The 
cast is limited, including two maids 
and only a pair of male players, one 
having a comparatively small part. 
Auriol Lee directed and has the 
leads teaming splendidly. 

Miss Wood enacts a 
tacky about clothes. 
mood enjoyable, but 
rather a pain in the neck 


is 


with 
In a gay 
in anger 


woman 
ideas 


she is 


the | 
Cowl. | 





Miss Cow] 


plays the more reserved part, and 
there are times when the romance 
with Rudd does not seem 
Latter role is excellently played bv 
Kent Smith. Miss Longmire’s youth 
and her intelligent reading makes 
Deirdre a likeable young lady 
Ibee. 


CUE FOR PASSION 


i ul acts presented at the 
rm N :. ae 19, '40, by Richard 
Aldrich and Richard Myers; written by 
Edward Ct rov and H. 8S. Kraft; Gale 
sonderg George’ Coulouris and Doris 
Nolan featured; staged by Otto L, Prem- 
neer: setting by Herbert Andrews; $8.50 
top. 

Vivienne Ame&.......ccceseses Doris Nolan 
J n M il isawan George Coulouris 
Ie csc ten swansecoes 404095 Clire Saunders 
MOUDOY .ccccveesscdovce eenees Bert Conway 
Dave Her ae ere ee Thomas Coley | 
Ann Bailey....ee.s eve ° Claire Nielsen 
{Fred Sears 
— | Melehor Ferrer 
Reporters. ....6. sereeeoere) John Neilan 
i Ellen Love 
(Philip Faversham 
PROLOETAPRETS. +00 00000: ; all Keith. 
Frances Chapman ,...... Gale Sondergaard 
Paul Jean Comlo@.cccscecss Osear Karlweis 
General FmiGhar...cccccsccoce Wilton Graff 
Clifford Gates. ....ccceece ‘ -Ralph Locke 
Herbert Lee Phillips........Lauren Gilbert 
Marvin A. Mallet... .ccccccess Clay Clement 
Deacter «+. eer Albert Bergh 
re: CE sp cekh eee aeeea Guy J. Sampsel 
Commissioner ....cccceccess Edward Butler 
Medical Examiner........Russell Morrison 
{ Edwin Gordon 
Petectives .ssccscace ecoeee 4 Edward Forbes 
j {Scott Moore 
Harkrides ..ccoces seocceee- Whitner Bissell 
| Florist cn ewessesone rere se Harold Grau | 
Eile COMM. 6 naas occesasscess Lili Valenty 
fasten DB. .cscssewan ve Douglas Gilmore 


Impression created by the work of 
Coast writers is that ‘Cue for Pas- 
sion’ could have been a drama to 
command interest. 
make a better picture than a stage 
play which has limited appeal. 
| Ed Chodorov and Hi Kraft start a 
story of conflict between man and 
| wife, both supposedly prominent per- 
sonalities, then after the first act it 
iturns into a mildly diverting who- 
idunit. In the second and third acts 
there were opportunities for more 
|vivid character delineations, as in 
_the early third of the play. 

At the initial intermission first- 
nighters speculated over the identity 
of John Michael Elliott, play’s mid- 
dle-aged brilliant writer who is hav- 
ing an affair with Vivienne Ames, not 
particular with her affections, and 
of Frances Chapman, publisher, col- 
umnist and protagonist of a widely 
circulated women’s magazine, to 
whom he is wed. That is how well 
the parts are etched and so well 
acted by George Coulouris and Gale 
Sondergaard. Thereafter no one 
seemed to care and accepted the pro- 
gram note that all the characters are 
| wholly imaginary and fictitious. 
| Anyhow, Elliott is mysteriously 
shot through the heart in the bed- 
room of this hotel suite shortly be- 
fore the second act starts, taking off 
the 4 character. El- 
liott had decided to turn actor, which 
explains the gathering of assorted 
people in the hotel on the day of 
the premiere that never comes off. 


play’s strongest 


| His wife journeyed to town for the 


;showing, but precipitates a caustic 
scene with Elliott. He is drinking, 
but that does not really account for 


the explosion of his pent-up wrath 
against her. He threatens civorce on 
the grounds of adultery. The wife’s 
hatred is not so intense, but as she 
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™&§ regards her nationwide reputation as 


paramount, a motive for homicide 
might be built up. 

It is the wife who takes over the 
questioning of the material witnesses, 
with the assent of the district attor- 


ney. She carefully gives the reasons 
why all should agree that Elliott’s 
death was accidental. The method 


and reasoning of the dominant wom- 
an Imply those of Fascism, arousing 
the protest of young reporter 
whose fiance would be involved. The 
others more or less agree to the plan, 
as the woman picks flaws in their 
makeuns 

Ann Bailey is the reporter’s affian- 


y 
a 


ced Her late father had been EI- 
liott’s preceptor, whom the author 
had castigated in a book. When EIl- 


liott proposes an affair with the lass, 
she tells him how much he had hurt 
her father. Ann was the last person 
to have been alone with Elliott. At 
the end she reads a much too long 
letter from the dead man that clears 
up the mvstery. 

As Coulouris is on most 
of the performance. the acting hon- 
ors then fall to Miss Sondergaard, 
whose slithery movements and posi- 
tive manner hold the onlooker. At 
the finale she conveys a definite 
idea of a woman whose schemes are 
disartanged, one who has plenty to 
think about Doris Nolan, who is 
also featured. gives a good perform- 
ance of an actress with scant empha- 
sis on morals when it suits her pur- 
pose. 

Some of the other 
in the lighter vein. One that esne- 
cially won the audience played 
by Oscar Karlweis. He is supposed 
to be the author of the plav about 
to be tried out, a wispy little French- 
man with comic shvness that drew 
giggles. He is a refugee actor, hail- 
ing from Vienna 

Others who count include Ralvh 
Locke, plaving a lequeci g 


out of acti 


ehoracters are 


1S 


u 


hit airy 





director: Clav Clement 
director: Cilnire Nieleer 


as a nicture 


as Ann, a 


genuine. | 


It will probably | 


T 
| little ingenue, and Douglas Gilmore, 
| appearing only in the last act as the 
| prosecutor. 

Otto L. Preminger, the stager, de- 
livered a skillful job and would have 
‘fared better with a clearer, more in- 

cisive script. bee. 


Retreat to Pleasure 








Comedy ino three 8 (four enes) by 
Irwin Shaw Direcred by Warold Clure 
mat settings by Donald Oenslager; cos- 

i}tumes by Paul du lont Presented . by 
Group Theatre; at Belasco, N. ¥., Dee. 
; 17 Hv $3.50 top 
|} Frances Gialligan....sceccccesss Helen Ford 
| Peter Flower....cccccccscees Leif Krickson 
Chester Stack. .ccccceseves F Joh Emery 
Lee Tatnall....cccoscococsee tsume Cronyn 
Norah Galligan...cccccceses Edith Atwater 
Mr. OrdwWay......-ccccsesecces Fred Stewart 
Franklin Diederich .Art Smith 
Lenore Trilling Nlorence Sundstrom 
BUUShbANG..cccccscscvcesses Joseph F. Foley 
Wife BEIT Te Te Ter TT .....-Marle Adels 
Fugene Makofske.........George Matthews 
Girl in Bathing Suit........ tarbara Beech 
Gretchen Tatnall.......cee- Dorothy Patten | 
1 © Bele cccsconcescccssess Ruth Nelson 
Bartender. .<s.s00+. ..Join MeGovern 


For its first production of the sea- 
son the Group Theatre offers a new 


Shows in Rehearsal 


*‘Tanyard Street’—Jack Kirk- 
land. 

‘Lady in the 
Harris. 

‘Liberty Jones’—Theatre Guild. 

‘The Cream in the Well’— 
Carly Wharton, Martin Gable. 

“The Lady Who Came to 
Stay’—Guthrie McClintic. 

‘Battle of Angels’ — Theatre 
Guild. 

‘Mr. and Mrs. 
de Liagre, Jr. 

‘She Had to Say Yes’—Den- 
nis King. 

‘The Flying Gerardos’—W. A. 
Brady, Edward Choate. 

‘First Stop to Heaven’—Mar- 
garet Hewes. 


Dark’—Sam H. 


North’—Alfred 





ee meen cme 





ligious and syfritual themes, Carrol] 


| this time is Writing about a gentle 


play by Irwin Shaw, the reformed | 


radio serialist 
the Dead’ 
brought him 


five years ago 
critical attention and 
whose ‘The Gentle People’ was a 
mild success of 1938-39. This new 
work, called ‘Retreat to Pleasure,’ is 
a good-humored and moderately di- 
verting comedy which somehow re- 
mains inconclusive and unsatisfying. 
It is a doubtful boxoffice bet, but 
likely film material. Carl Laemmle, 
Jr., is reportedly the principal 
backer. 

As he has shown 
can write vivid dialog. He also 
creates amusing minor characters 
|and generally reveals a friendly re- 
gard for his fellow-humans, But in 
this exercise about a girl and her 
three swains, all seeking to retreat 
to pleasure from the grim reality of 
present-day life, his thinking is 
shallow and _ his craftsmanship 
faulty. He meanders through three 
uneventful acts without clarifying 
anything or making a definite point, 
if he has one. If he has anything 
vital to say, he has smothered it in 
a mass of inconsequential prattle. 
And he makes the fatal error of 
permitting the wrong characters to 
| win sympathy. 

Something of this confusion seems 
to have infected Harold Clurman, 
normally an imaginative and 
cisive director. He was apparently 
baffled by such an_ unsubstantial 
play, for the staging lacks his cus- 


before, Shaw 


in- | 


whose one-act ‘Bury | 
first | 


|}imagery of Carroll's writing. 
| Roberts, 


girl who, after living with a member 
of the outlaw Irish Republican Army 
in Dublin, flees to his family in a 
rural district. She disrupts the 
household when the two brothers 
fall in love with her, so finally she 
just wanders off into the dusk, like 
the heroine of a Hollywood epic. 
Probably there’s a symbolic meaning 
in all this, but unless he’s a clair- 
voyant the ordinary playgoer will 
be merely perplexed and a trifle 
irritated. 


Rachel Crothers, who is under- 
stood to have done considerable re- 
writing on the script, has staged the 
play with acute feeling for atmo- 
sphere and character, with an 
author’s appreciation of the lyric 
Roy 
generally identified with 
comedy parts, gives an_ inspiring 
emotional performance as the un- 
imaginative, conscientious brother 
whose passion for the girl unshakes 
his whole pattern of living. 

As the girl, Sally O'Neil is sincere 
and appealing, but her performance 
lacks lustre and isn’t developed 
through the three acts. Vincent 
Donehue is suitably forthright as the 
poetic, impulsive youngest brother, 
but Margery Maude seems. un- 
necessarily colorless as the mother, 
and Walter Burke's playing of the 
noisily comic neighbor is on a mo- 
notonous” single’ key. Laurence 
O’Brien and Guerita Donnelly are 
passable as a village squire and his 
daughter, and Sean Dillon is rightly 


| bitter as the renegade son. St. Clair 


tomary pliancy and pacing and | 
cogency. In the sort of part every | 
actress craves—a vibrant and at- 


tractive girl pursued through three 
acts and proposed to every other 
moment by a stageful of suitors— 
Edith Atwater is good-looking and 
well poised, but her playing lacks 
| variety and expressiveness. 
| Leif Erickson’s headlong 
ness, which gives enormous gusto 
to the right part, accentuates the 
already irritating qualities of the 
restless, super-egotistical radical 


boyish- 


Bayfield touches only the surface of 
the part of the Canon. Donald Oen- 
slager’s cottage setting is decorative, 


| His ruined castle setting is stunning, 


however. 
material. 


Play is doubtful picture 
Hobe. 





(Closed Saturday (21) after three 
performances, Printed for the 


| record.) 


who knows all the answers and per- | 


sists in bending everyone's ears all 
evening to prove it. <A _ puzzling 
kind of part, it 
pletely beyond Shaw's control in 
the writing. As the millionaire in- 
dustrialist who almost gets the girl, 
Hume Cronyn gives much the best 
performance in the show. It 
fattest part he has yet had on Broad- 
way and he plays it with keen in- 
sight, impressive vigor and per- 
suasive sincerity 

John Emery is eloquently color- 
less as the disillusioned playboy 
whom the girl just won't take seri- 
ously. Art Smith makes the pa- 
thetically materialistic 
believable. Helen Ford is plausibly 
amiable as the girl’s philosophical 
mother, while Florence Sundstrom 
is effective as a distiller’s pertly re- 
bellious mistress. Fred Stewart is 
a credibly distraught Federal relief 
official and George Matthews clicks 
solidly as a harmlessly punch-nutty 
fighter. 

Of Donald Oenslager’s two 
tings, the first is decorative 
rightly commonplace, the 
colorful, but impractical for play- 
ing. Paul du Pont’s costumes are 
becoming. Hobe. 


set- 
and 
second 


The Old Foolishness 


Dram 


hi a 
Paul Vin n ( Supervised and 
rected } I he ( yt} tt rs 
VUenslur re ed by Joh 

Golde at Windsor N Y., Dec. 2 U0 
$3.30 ($4.40 ) 

Mrs. Sheeran....... Margery Maude 
PO 656.66 6cbS6RE0Ea OO -.--- Roy Roberts 
_ iL re ee ee ...Vineent Donehue 
Mr Dorlan.ccccees Grace Francis Findlay 
SL SPOPINN cok ctaeas ce ..+.. Walter Burke 
MGCVE MCHUGH. .ccccccesces Sally O'Neil 
Phelim Fitzfagar ....Laurence O'Brien 
Rosemaryanne Fitzfagan..Guerita Donnellys 
Be TROON s 694.664 26 aces St. Clair Bayfield 
WRMMMEIE 55-5050 Goose cdc sa eKeN ESS Sean Dillon 





The same illusiveness and mysti- 
cism that characterized his ‘Shadow 


and Substance’ and ‘The White 
Steed’ are again evident in this 
latest Paul Vincent Carroll drama, 


‘The Old Foolishness.’ But this time 


the Irish dramatist is even less 
wherent, further lost in spiritual 


vagaries than before, so his play is 
even harder to understand. 
it gives the impression of meaning 


something lofty and inspiring and 
invariably it seems about to make 
itself clear. But it never does, and 


instead of reaching a climax, finally 
just fades away in poetic vapor. 
Always deeply concerned with re- 


_ brain 


apparently got com- 


is the | 


businessman | 




















BRAINSTORM 


Hollywood, Dec. 20 


Mystery comedy in three acts by Mark 
Linder; adapted by Iphigenie Castiglioni 
and Leonid Kinskey; presented by Gerd 
Oswald and The Theatre Assembl ° di- 
rected by Iphigenle Castiglioni; settings by 
Gene Osten. 

Cast: Jack George, Lols Kibbee, Bria 
O'Hara, Ear! Hammond, Geraldine Gray 
Pat Lawrence, Joseph A. Gordon A] 
Munroe, Flisa, Felisa, Warren Muser, Dar 
| Stowell, Theodore Jaques, Gordon Wood 
| Redwar Bankston, Wayne Treadway, 
Howard Hughes, David Davies Henry 
Schwab, Gil Somner, At the Troupers 
theatre, Dec. 20, '40 

‘Brainstorm,’ an undeveloped 
brainchild from the pen of Mark 
Linder, who, as a publicity blurb 
points out, is also known as Mark 


(‘Diamond Lil’) Linder, debuted at 
the Troupers theatre in Hollywood, 
an intimate playhouse that has seen 


many strange doings on its stage. 
Undoubtedly this venture will go 
down as the weirdest that ever 
crossed its boards 

It is possible the play is way 
ahead of its time—at least 50 vean 


If so, many at the preem must hope 
they don’t live that long. 

To again quote from that publicity 
blurb, ‘New York, via San Francisco 
and major legitimate theatres, is 
next step for ‘Brainstorm’.’ The 
theatres will be able to take it, what 


the 


with modern-day building’ con- 
struction—but the audience is an- 
other question. If the brainstorm 


could confine itself to the stage and 
the actors without spreading beyond 
the footlights it could safely be 
shown. For a pretty good definition 
of what will happen to spectators, 
the dictionary’s quote on brainstorm 
fits very handily, i.e. ‘a period of 
abnormally rapid breaking down of 
cells resulting in violent 
mental derangement.’ 

Program footnote requests that ‘for 
the enjoyment of your friends, 
please don’t disclose the plot of this 
play.’ The producer, author, adaptors 
and anyone else interested need have 


| no fear that this critic will squeal on 


Always | 


Play Out of Town | 











| the watchman'’s, 
| nightmare 





as thieves who robbed and wounded 
him two years ago. Cops and de. 
tectives collect. The house manager 
tries frantically to get the play to 
go on. Another member of the audi- 
ence screams his wallet has been 
lifted. Two other audiencees rise 
and berate the cops for arresting the 
actor and actress, claiming them as 
friends. A doctor, one of the two 
audiencees, charges the first dis- 
turber with being insane. The cops 
arrest him. The man whose wallet 
was stolen, which in the meantime 
had been found, jumps to the stage. 
A deputy sheriff, on vacation, identi. 


fies the wallet guy and the first 
disturber as escaped nuts. The 


wallet guy pulls a gun and shoots an 
usherette, he and his pal _ then 
escape. More business, then the two 
audiencees, one the doctor and the 
other a woman, are identitied as the 
two crooks who held up the first 
disturber two years ago. 

They are arrested and carted off 
to jail. The play begins again. It ig 
interrupted again. The lunatics have 
escaped. It then develps they weren't 
the lunatics. It was the house man- 
ager and the deputy sheriff who are 
really crazy. They are arrested and 
escape. The dame and the doc walk 
in again. She was really a G-woman 
and the doc was a doc. Another 
usherette then discloses the house 
manager and the deputy were plan- 
ning to rob the safe. They appear 
again, so do the cops. Everybody is 
arrested. Everything happy again. 


|The play goes on and the curtain 


falls. An alarm bell starts ringing, 
set off by the watchman before he 
was slugged. The curtain rises. Cops 
rush in. They’ve caught the slugger, 
He squeals that the house manager 
and his pal were going to rob the 
safe and he was trying to beat them 
to it. An usherette confirms the 
scheme. The manager is arrested, 
the slugger is arrested. The night 
watchman is dizzy from the crack 
on his noggin. So is the audience. 
Probably, although no indication 
is given by line or business, what 
transpired between the slugging and 
the final denouement must have been 
and the author's, 


while unconscious. At 
least that is this reviewer's guess. 
Brog. 





BROWN IN ‘SHOW OFF’ 
RELIGHTS EL CAPITAN 


Hollywood, Dec. 24 
After being dark several weeks, El 
Capitan theatre relighted (22) to 


: : ( i give Los Angeles its only Christmas 
but with a puzzling symbolic tecuch. | 


holiday legit. Joe E. Brown, who 
has been touring the one and two- 
nighters with ‘The Show Off,’ is cur- 


| rently at the boulevard house pre- 
| sented by Henry Duffy, whose last 


1 | WOR-Mutual 


production effort, ‘Quiet, 

done in association with 

Lasky, died recently in New York 
Only other show in town for holi- 


Please,’ 


L. 


J esse 


day period is Salici’s Puppets, which 
is playing to mild grosses at Wil- 
Shire-Ebell theatre following two 


weeks’ at the El Capitan. 


OVERSEAS STUNT CLICKS 


Radio Exploitation for Legit Receives 
Impetus 

Click of the two-way trans-At- 

lantic ‘Corn Is Green’ broadcast over 

last week is expected 

to result in closer co-operation be- 

tween Broadway producers and Mu- 


tual. Program was_ so_ successful 
when aired Tuesday night (17) that 
WOR rebroadcast a recording of it 


in New York locally Sunday after- 
noon (22). 

With the Theatre Guild and NBC 
readying a co-operative sustaining 
series of adaptations of former Guild 
plays and WOR-Mutual more fav 
able to the idea of e 
broadcasts from Broadway shows, it 

§ 
t 
di 


or- 


co-operali\ 


is figured that other legit produ 
may foll From the viewpo 


low suit 


of Herman Shumlin, produce! 
‘Corn,’ the broadcast was definitely 
worth while. It involved an estimat- 
ed total outlay of only around $500 
for short-wave costs, cable cha 
recording fees and AFRA salaries 


for that he received a potent direct 
plug for the show in New York, plus 
an indirect hypo with network lis- 
teners, who would presumably want 
to see the play when they come to 
New York or when it goes on the 
road. 


School Belles’ Bells On 


them. Quite frankly he doesn’t ' 
know. 

A theatre night watchman is 
slugged on the head by a bandit. 
The curtain falls, then rises on the 
first act of a play within a play. A 


man leaps from the audience to the 


stage and denounces the two acto! 


Shoes a New B.O. Bane 
Regina, Sask., Dec. 24 
Theatremen in these parts have 8 
new headache. It’s the fad o 
lege girls who wear bells on their 
shoes, 
Doormen request that the geirs 
either remove the bells or tuck them 


entering 


° ? 
i couse 


into their sox before 
theatres, 

Noise made by peanut-eaters | 
slight in comparison to that made 


by the belled booties on the belles 
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Broadway 





Harry Benson into box office of 
eS. 

“ Breen to Philadelphia for the 
olidays with relatives. : 
Walter Brooks has been laid up 

three weeks with a cold. 

rv 
satenbor: seriously ill with flu. 
Jack Benny and Mary Livingstone 

Jeft Sunday night (22) for the Coast. 
Willie Moore planed to Palm Beach 

Sunday (22) for two weeks of sun 


Wi adie Darling back from a Holly- | 


wood visit to spend Christmas with 

is sister here. 
Oe emount held Xmas. cocktail 
arty for its employees yesterday 
afternoon (Tues. ). 

New Sixth Ave. subway supplies 
direct access to both the Music Hall 
and Center theatres. ; 

Jack McInerney, the missus and 
young Jackie left Friday (20) for 
three weeks of Miami. 

Adolph Zukor spending this Christ- 
mas in New York. He was in Mexico 
City during the holidays last year. 

Carl Milliken, Hays office sec, on 
a West Indies cruise, his annual 
vacation, accompanied by his wife. 

Lester Meyer, manager of the Em- 
ire (‘Life with Father’), celebrated 


5th wedding anniversary last week. | 


Florence Fineman, of RKO press 


staff, appendectomized last Wednes- | 


day (18) at Mt. Sinai hosp. Recover- 


Burt Champion, trade paper con- | 


UA, promoted to handle 
Leo Pillet 


tact at 
dailies and syndicates. 
gucceeds on trades. 

In from the Coast Saturday (21), 
Tay Garnett will spend two weeks 
east, living at the Park Avenue home 
of friends who have gone to Florida. 

British refugee children were 
among those attending the annual 
Warner kiddie party at the Brook- 
lyn Vitaphone studio Saturday after- 
noon, 

Some 150 of Jack Robbins’ em- 

loyees in the Feist, Miller and Rob- 

ins Music firms guested at a Xmas 
cocktailery at the Hotel Victoria yes- 
terday. 

G. L. Carrington, v.p. and g.m. of 
Altec Service, in town for the holi- 
days from the Coast. Barry M. 
Bassey, sec.-treas., also is in N. Y. 
from Chicago. 

Muriel Engel of Famous Music 
(Par), who has been sporting a big 
engagement ring for several months 
now, makes it known that itll be 
official Jan. 19. 


Groucho, Arthur and Miriam Marx, | 


the latter his two children, 19 and 
13, back to Beverly the end of this 
week after N. Y. holiday. Motored 
east but training home. 

Mrs. Jack Murphy (Murphy and 
Willard) much improved from a 
34 ailment at the Actors’ 

und Home, Englewood, N. J., where 
she and her husband are guests. 

Judge John Sullivan, who goes on 
the General Sessions bench Jan. 15 
and has numerous friends in show 
business, sailed Saturday (21) on a 
Caribbean cruise with the missus. 

Cabaret license trouble stalled the 


scheduled preem last week of the 
new Baroque on East 53d _ street | 
wherein Herbert Jacoby (Ruban 


Bleu and Brevoort) has an interest. 
A total of 500 turned out for the 
F. K. (Ted) O'Shea and Jack Bowen 


lunch at the Astor Thursday (19), at | 
which Sam Rinzler, Brooklyn chain | 


Operator, panicked ’em witha speech. 

Loew’s information booth at 46th 
and Broadway, which was used to 
supply info to World's Fair visitors, 
last week was turned over to the 
U. S. Army for use as a recruiting 
station. 

First dancer drafted, Pierre DeAn- 

elo (and Evelyn Porter) at The 
durricane, due to report in six or 
seven weeks but he’s trying to bow 
out because of his partner’s de- 
pendency on him. 

Copyright Protection Bureau tossed 
® party yesterday (Tuesday) in 
honor of Peter J. LaBarbera 
Lewis Hilton, vets with the bureau 
for years, who recently announced 
Plans to wed. LaBarbera is en- 
gaged to Emma Prisco and Hilton 
will wed Edith Lemlich. 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 
Kegon Parks, 35, actor. failed in 
Polson suicide attempt last week in 


&@ downtown hotel. 

Marian Anderson 
recital in opera house of municipal 
auditorium Jan. 28. 

Quarters of IATSE, Local No. 143, 
moved from downtown to the Miss- 
ouri theatre bldg. in midtown. 

iquor license of the Sportman’s 
Club, midtown nitery. 
illegal sales, 
Pprietor. 


1, Estate of Charles J. Cella, owner of 


skedded for a 


Francis Keenan is pro- 


e American, Orpheum and Shubert | 


theatres, 


) is valued at $57 , 
died tack ued at $572,841 


Oct. 29. 


Cella 


Andrew Fueger, who made the | 


Wigs and masks for every Veiled 


rophet parade here since 1880, died 


last week. He was 80. 

Employees at Loew's helped Har- 
Old D. ‘Chick’ Evans celebrate his 
10th anniversary aS manager. They 
tossed a buffet Juncheon. 

Xavier Cugat will play New Year’s 

ve party on Starlight Roof at Hotel 

ase. Anson Weeks will play New 


Year’s Day in Chase Club. 
John W. Ward, son of the Munici- | 


Kelley, who is in ‘Love Thy | 


and | 


revoked for | 


| yao . 
pal Auditorium boxoffice prexy, pen- | 


jning daily column in daily rag pub- 
lished at the San Antonio air train- 
ing camp. 

Virginia Morrison, who competed 
}as ‘Miss Missouri’ in national beauty 
contest at Atlantic City, has role in 
‘Three Men on a Horse,’ to be pre- 
sented by The Mummers Jan. 10-18. 


Charles Petill, operator at the 
| Marquette, nabe filmery, died. Was 
|interested with his brother, A. P. 


| Petill, in the ownership of the Petill 
| Motion Pictures Studio, a commer- 
| cial organization. 











Irving Berlin 








tee Ontinued from page 1 


| thus also take his message to the 
|sticks via the screen. Berlin intro- 


| duced that tune in Chicago last week | 


at Mayor Kelly’s Xmas party for un- 
derprivileged children. ‘Everybody 
Knew It But Me’ and ‘In 
|Juan’ are two other newies Berlin 
| has been holding back until the Jan. 
| 1 breach, because of ASCAP, but will 


| not exploit these personally via the 
| 


| Stage appearance route. 

} Still another music biz exploitation 
angle that’s come to the fore this 
past week are ‘making the record 
stations,’ referring to those minor- 
_league broadcasting channels which 
| specialized in playing platters. Now 
the turntable jockeys are being so- 
jlicited like they were name maes- 
tros, with an eye to plugging the 
|songs being currently worked on. 


superior in many respects to hap- 
hazard, single-shot plugs since they’re 
usually executed painstakingly by 
topflight bands which means that the 
renditions are ultra. 





Old San | 


The publishers look on the disks as | 








Flagstad’s B. 0. 


| omen ONtinued from page 1 











| panne | 
| about $85,000 out of a possible $127,- 
| 500, or a net loss of over $8,000. 
| Monday (16) with ‘Walkure’ the 
opera, and Flagstad, Helen Traube! 
Karin Branzell, Lauritz Melchoir and 
| Frederich Schorr, the singers, the 
| house drew about $12,500, and made 
| about $1 500. 

Advance sale for Christmas week 


taken in Monday (23), highest in a 
single day since 1929, indicating that 
publicity via radio and press is draw- 
ing throngs from out of town, some- 
thing novel in Met history. 








| S. A. Doorettes | 


—aaen ONtinued from page 1=———— 








again—5 feet, 11 inches tall, and per- 
sonality plus. 

Now it is conceded that the male 
door tenders of the past were prone 
to become hardboiled after a certain 
time in service no matter what their 
| training and instructions had been, 
while the girls retain a feminine ap- 
peal that puts patrons in a pleasur- 
able frame of mind as they enter the 
theatre door. 





ough tryout at the Fox Palace and 


next week they will take over in the | 


| firm’s other ace downtown house, the 

Wisconsin. Their presence will grad- 
ually be extended to the chain’s other 
houses as the erstwhile male em- 
ployes leave, not only for army, navy 
{and air service, but for jobs in the 
| city’s many industrial plants working 
|!on huge war orders. 

The situation locally has already 
reached a point where theatre execs 
say it is now impossible to obtain 
desirable males for service depart- 
ments. 


"Relief B. 0. 406 


—— Continued from page * Gane! 











o- 
to the British War Relief ball, from 
all sources, it is estimated, wa 
around $40,000. A similar Allied 
Relief Ball last year raised $53,000. 
Proximity of Christmas and numer- 
ous other parties held attendance 


down somewhat. 

Party was largely a show business 
affair. It was chairmaned by Robert 
E. Sherwood, who was aided on the 
|amusements by Mrs. Howard Dietz. 
Flock of show biz names acted as 
| bartenders, with Victor Moore most 
popular and doing the biggest gross. 
| Meek smile and rhumba technique 
in shaking up cocktails won the cus- 
tomers. 

Among the entertainment devices 
l!w&s the ‘De-Bunk-Her,’ introduced 
‘at the N. Y. World’s Fair last sum- 
mer. Well-placed baseball—at six 
for 50c—would toss a pajama-clad 
‘femme out of bed. Ethel Waters, 
aided by Hazel Scott, entertained in 
a side room, admission $1, and there 
was a ‘Mystery Room’ for lovers of 
magic, also at $1. 


is terrific, with over 310,000 being | 


Doorettes were first given a thor- | 


| Buenos Aires 


| By Ray Josephs 
} _—— 
‘Mexican Circus’ at the Casino 
drawing big with kid matinees. 
Sherry Mangin, formerly in 
France, joined Time mag office here. 
Leon Zarate opened at the Astral 
with a set of comedies by Alberto 
Novion. ‘ 
Actress Mecha Ortiz to Montevideo 
for a short series at the Solis theatre. 
No. 1 Uruguayan house. 





John L. Day, general manager for 
South America of Paramount. off to 
Rio. Hugo Balzo, pianist, on the same 
ship. 

Director Ernest Viches signed for 
pair of features for the new Baires 
Films, skedded to start grinding after 
Jan. 10. 

Indie studio, Cinematografica San 
Telino, announced Tino Dabi has fin- 


|ished ‘Tierra Adentro’ at its Nira | 
studios. | 
Cuban singer Mary Capdevilla, 


, who started here on Radio E] Mundo. 
now featured in revues at the San | 
| Martin. 


EFA announces ‘Si Yo Fuera Rica,’ | 
by Antonio Zirmy, starring Amanda 
| Ledesma, Estaban Serrador and Luis 
Sandrini. 

Writer Juan Garcia Orozco start- 
ing two new pix. One is ‘Streets and 
Women,’ a musical comedy with a 
local background. 

Maria Fsther Gamas started ‘Home 
Sweet Home,’ directed by Moglia 
Barth, in Sono Film studios. Cast 
| includes Olina Bozan. 


Italian company opened at Teatro 
Marconi with new operetta, ‘La | 
|Poupee,’ featuring Alba Regina, An- | 
gela Morini and Rene Monti. | 


International Editors Co. set up|} 
, Offices to handle Hungarian authors | 
including Ferenc Molnar, Ladisiaus | 
Bus-Fekete and Laszlo Lakatos. 


Pedro Maratea, actor, already 
started on the first of two pix based 
on best sellers, ‘Los Caranchos de la 
|Florida’ and ‘El Ingles de _ Los 
Guesos.’ | 

Ernesto Razuen contracted by EFA | 
|for three pix. All to be directed by | 
Bayou Herrera. Stories picked but 
no titles announced. Shooting be- | 
gins in January. 


| Argentine Sono Film tossed asado 
criollo (local style barbecue with all 
the trimmings) for director Angel 
Luis Mentasti by way of thanks for 
‘a season of hits.’ 

Association of Friends of the Clas- 
isical Dance, headed by Jose Ber- 
nardi, announces series of free 
courses, lectures, etc., to build local 
interest. Hope to bring top stars 
from U. S. next season. 

Organization, Argentina de Repre- 
sentacion Artisticas, formed here to 
handle problems of artists, directors, 
etc. Group, headed by Ricardo F 
Cerebello, says it is patterned after 
similar setups in Hollywood. 

Argentine actor George Rigaud, 
who formerly played in Paris-made 
pix with Harry Baur, Marcelle 
Chaupell, Gaby Morlay and others, | 
on his way here to play opposite 
Mecha Ortiz for Baires Films. Signed 
by Jacques Constant, director. 


-_— -— 


Baltimore 


Howard A. Burman 





| By 


Henry Robinson opening own ad 
agency. 

Joe Helprin to Detroit for daugh- ! 
ter’s wedding. 

Dave Keiser 
war veteran’s 

Rodney Collier in charge of annual 
Variety Club dinner dance. 

Armand Bagarossi planning season 
of grand opera at the Maryland. 

Al Zalis and Ted Routson to New 
York for gander at Ballet Russe. 

Aaron Sopher’s drawings 
bled in book form by Forbes 


made head of local 


unit, 


assem- 
Wat- 

al 
af rloff. in with and 


at the Maryland, playing 


‘Arsenic 


ris Ka 
Old Lace.’ 


Santa Claus for local charity auspice 
nd wing a ream of newspape! 
opy on the twist 

Izzy Rappaport taking family to 
Florida for extended vacash. Ditto 
Harold B irke, Jay jac bs. Anr 
Neinberg. Max Cohen, Bill Lange 


Norman Goldstein. 


anc 
ana 


Philadelphia 


tioned at Fort 


Sabu, of ‘Thief of Bagdad.’ did the 
rounds of the night spots with 
WCAU's Powers Gouraud during his | 
p.a. here over the 

Jack Lynch, nitery operator, was | 
host at a Christmas party for the 
kids of the Southern Home for Des- 
titute Children at his club yesterday 
(Tuesday). Joe McArdle. Walton 
manager, played Kris Kringle. 


Dix, N. J. 


dedicated to the kids of officers ne, 


| 


Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 


| 


Morris owner, and 
wife adopted baby girl from a Chi- 
cago infants’ home. 

Charles Raymond, Loew division 
manager, turning” club lecturer to 
talk on British War Relief programs. 
Came here from London recently. 


Allan James Loew, who managed | 


Leitson, cafe 


|Rowe hotel, Grand Rapids, Mich., 
made head of Carter hotel. Wife, | 
Carol, is composer whose tune, ‘If! 


You're Lookin’ for Love,’ has been | 


‘aired by Woody Herman. 


U. R. Anderson, formerly manager | 
of the Capitol, now handling distri- | 
bution rights in Northern Ohio for |} 
Panoram ‘soundies.’ Partners are 
Sam Brodella and George Ulcigan, 
who have organized Midwest Spec- | 
ialties, Inc. 


N.Y. Hit-Hung 


Continued from page -———— 














| 
‘People’ opened in Los Angeles on | 
the Yule night one year ago and it, 
was promised that the Broadway en- 
gagement would similarly _ start. | 
Coast show has a $3.30 top and is! 
spotted in a moderate capacity the- | 
atre. ‘Joey,’ at $4.40, joins the other | 
high-scaled musicals. It also will 


|play in a house usually tenanted | 
with straight plays. 

On the card, too, are ‘Old Ac-| 
quaintance,’ which opened Monday | 


(23) at the Morosco, and ‘My Sister 
Eileen,’ lighting the Biltmore Thurs- 


day (26). Advance opinion = on| 
‘Eileen’ on the favorable side and | 
the same applies to “The Flying 


Gerardos,” which comes to the Play- 
house Sunday evening (29), first | 
show to enter on that day in sev- 
eral years. W. A. Brady is interest- 
ed in the show, he being the lead- 
ing campaigner for Sunday perform- 
ances. a 
Another foreign name author is | 
among the flop crop, Ferenc Molnar’s | 
‘Delicate Story’ being announced to 
close at the Miller Saturday (28), at 
which time it will have played three | 
and one-half weeks. House will get 
‘Eight O’Clock ‘Tuesday,’ but the 
booking is for only three weeks, ‘The | 
Talley Method’ being 
the same spot Jan. 27. 


carded into 

Not as many extra performances 
are listed this week, probably be- 
cause Christmas is a midweek date. | 
“Hellzapoppin’ will be dark the first 
three days, but played a matinee and 
night on Sunday (22) at the Winter 
Garden and will play Thursday and 
Friday afternoons. It is a Sunday 
night show qnd since Sabbath per- 
formances started has been dark on 
Mondays. ‘It Happens on Ice,’ Cen- 











ter, also goes on Sunday evenings 
and may experiment with matinees 
on that day. It was slated for three 
times next Tuesday (31), but will 
eliminate the afternoon, going on in 
the evening and repeating at mid- 
night. 
Stokowski 

= Continued from page 2; ae 
f directors of the orchestra over 
‘ { | Naxing of Cc bia rec- 
s All-A Youth 
orche } cr pe U he 
P} orchestra’s Vict recor 

I e past the orchestra and Stoky 
ere said to split an annus melon 
of about $120,000 in record royalties 
on a 50-50 basis. But this year the 
board of directors think they ought 
to get the fatter end because of ex- 


pectations that Philly orchestra rec- 


ord sales will be off because of com- 


Billy Banks, of WIP sales staff, 
Miami-bound for three weeks. 

KYW will hold an Xmas party to- 
day (Wednesday) for the kids of 
staffers. 

Mark Dawson, WCAU vocalist, will 
plane to Hollywood fo guest on the 
Al Pearce Program Jan. 3. 

WPEN will feature a ‘how to trim 
a tree’ broadcast tonight (Tues) with 
musical interludes by the house band. 


Cliff Hall heading for the south- | 


land to play at society shindigs in 
the Palm Peach sector under aegis 
of Mever Davis. 

Sergio Orta. producer and m.c. of 
‘Night in Havana’ show at Club Bali 
leaving for a dance director’s post 
with M-G in Hol!lwwood. 

Tincle Wip’s Xmas brosAcast 
i\WIP today (Wednesday' will 


on 
be 


petish from Stoky’s 


Columbia discs. 


a pay cut for wanding next year’s 
concerts as co-conductor, Stoky 
warned that there must be a cessa- 
tion of the circulation of ‘untrue ru- 
mors by certain members 
board.’ 


‘I cannot make music in an atmos- 
phere of untruth and ugliness,’ he 
said. 

The ‘untruth and ugliness’ he re- 
ferred to was a report that he had 


|asked for a wage increase. 


‘The real truth is exactly the op- 
posite,’ said Stoky. 


| 


Youth band’s | 


| 
| Atlantic 


of the} 
| Colosimo’s, 


Holywood 


Ralph Bellamy aired to Mexico for 
holidays. 

Phyllis Barry hospitalized 
appendicitis. 

Walter Lang to.the hospital with a 
kidney ailment. 

Darryl Zanick spending the holi- 
days at Sun Valley. 

J. Cheever Cowdin in 
York for studio huddles. 

Harpo Marx home from the hospl- 
tal after a short illness. 

Frank Morgan to Guaymas, Mex- 


with 


from New 


|ico, for deep sea fishing. 


C. K. Stearn, treasurer for Loew’s, 
Inc., on vacation in Honolulu. 

Dolores Del Rio filed suit for di- 
vorce against Cedric Gibbons. 

Buck Jones’ illness halted produc- 
tion of his serial ‘White Eagle.’ 

Laurel and Hardy returned from 
their stage tour to make a picture. 

Boris Morros returned from a fly- 
ing hallyhoo covering 18,000 miles. 

Walter Pidgeon and Red Skelton 


| back from personals in Washington. 


Olympe Bradna and Douglas 
Wood Wilhoit will wed next Easter, 
Walter Seltzer returned to his Co- 
lumbia desk after a siege of illness. 
Bing Crosby and Bob Hope entered 
in Los Angeles open golf tournament. 
Aben Kandel back to his Pennsyl- 
vania farm to work on another 


i novel, 


Mary Boland was sued for $50,750 
as a result of a motor accident last 
June. 

Forrest Tucker and his bride re- 
turned from an eastern motor honey- 
moon, 

Charles Winfield Meggs resigned 
as advertising art director at Para- 
mount. 

Valeri Carnal granted a divorce 
from James Carnal. Both are film 
players. 

Broderick Crawford and Kay Grif- 
fith returned from their Honolulu 
honeymoon, 

Nat Liebeskind, South American 
district manager for RKO, in for stu- 
dio huddles. 

Olivia de Havilland’s doctor post- 
poned the appendix operation until 
after the holidays. 

Dick Foran and Ruth Foran di- 
vorced, latter being given custody 
of their two children. 

Ernest Heller is pinch-hitting as 
cameraman on ‘The Great Lie’ for 
Tony Gaudio, who is ill. 

Helen Wood, screen and radio ace 
tress, to wed Dr. Alfred G. Huener- 
gardt of Bevhills, on Jan. 1. 

Lee Bowman called for physical 
examination by Selective Service 
Board while acting in ‘Buck Privates.’ 

Margo, screen actr’ and dancer, 
granted a divorce from Francis 
Lederer, film player, in Las Vegas, 


| Nev. 


Edmund Lowe agreed to pay Rita 
Kaufman Lowe $1,250 monthly tem- 
porary alimony pending the outcome 
of their divorce action. 

Melvyn Douglas was appointed 
chairman of the California Board of 
Social Welfare, the sole representa- 
tive of show business on the board. 

John Barton Browne, in ili health 
for a year, has taken a leave of 
absence from his post as advertising 


}and promotion manager of the Am- 


bassador Hotel. Harry Hammond 


Beall is pinch-hitting. 





. Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 
WB city managers hosted C. JZ. 
Latta. 
Stanley, WB 


deluxer, expects to 


resume vaude right after first of 
year, 
3oris Kaplan, Par talent scout, 


} 
r 


ere over weekend eyeing pix pros- 
pects, 


Sam Friedman here beating the 
drums for Dante’s magic show at 
Nixon. 

Harry Seed’s wife home again after 
a six-week stay in Miami with her 
dotter. 

Mannie Greenwald's assistant at 
the Barry theatre, Bill Rush, has re- 


signed. 

J. Maxwell Joice, Par exploitee 
making this territory for 
wT } ’ 


Neighbo) 


r, 


‘Love Thy 


Sun-Tele here. 

Bill Conway has quit his post at 
the U exchange to go with a local 
accounting firm. 

Dancing Masters of Pittsburg 
have a femme prexy for the first 
time, Helen Schelot. 





Mary Lou Savage has licked pneu- 
monia in Hollywood and will rejoin 
‘Folies Bergere’ in Texas. 


Variety Club received a check for 


| $25 to its charity fund from Edward 
| Everett Horton last week. 


Connie Krebs, from RKO publicity 
department on Coast, around for few 


; ; | days on annual good-will tour. 
In making public his acceptance of | 


Dick Stabile spent a coup!e of days 
with friends en route to Cincinnati 
for Hotel Gibson engagement. 

Lois Miller to Hotel Traymore in 
City for two weeks and 
series of organ recitals over holidays. 

Eddie Kruskinski, novachordist at 
Chi, home for holidays 
and goes to Summit Hotel in Union- 
town next. 


| ‘*Y’ Playhouse actors Nate Elbaum 


and Len Talenfeld making their 
Pittsburgh Playhouse debuts in ‘Re- 
flected Glory.’ 

| Wilma Horner, local girl who has 
, been touring in ‘Hollywood Hotel’ 
,unit, goes into ‘Crazy With Heat’ 
‘with Willie Howard. 
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| pianists and orchestral groups to | 


OBITUARIES — | Night Club Reviews 


| 

| | Bert Stock, former Canton, O., Continued from page 44 

'dance band leader and later an an- | aw 
} 
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'nouncer at WKBN, Youngstown, O., BAL TABARIN, S. F. chanted — Monte Proser 
and his wife, Marcella S., were comes up with a zombie parlor to 


: - : end all zombie parlors, and unde 
killed following an automobile acci- ‘Beguine’ In between they sand-|Clark Robinson's effectively pred 


dent near Detroit, Dec. 14. Stock | wich a novelty that is a cinch here, | lated decor, nitery is the tops for 

| oe Dec. 17 and his wife on Dec. 15. | a stylized version of ‘Las Chapane- | some time to come in local atmos- 
|cas,, Mexican clap-hands dance. No | pheric joints. 

Mrs. Louis Verneuil, 50, wife of Mexican gathering seemingly _ is Large layout on site of former 


HAL KEMP tract to Colliers at the time of his 

Hal Kemp, 36, orchestra leader, death. He had lived in Beverly Hills 

died Dec. 21 in Madera, Cal., of | for 15 years. Surviving are his 

pneumonia, which followed injuries | widow, Betty Esther Condon, his son 
gustained in a motor accident while | John and his mother. 

he was en route from Los Angeles to ——_ | 











a musical engagement in San Fran- EDWARD N. McDOWELL : |complete without it, but this is the | Roadside Rest is a natural, and Rob 
ae sc Mee J . : the French playwright, both of | ay aoee <f. *. wwe 
cisco. Edward N. McDowell, 75, retired haan ene 0 the Uf. E. tram Beance | first time apparently it has shown | inson has contrived to utilize every 


Survived by widow, the former| «gmpany manager, died Dec. 18) , 2 c€ | up in a ballroom version. It’s nicely | inch by duplicating a Tahitian sea- 
Martha Stephenson of New York, a pd operation in Johns Hop- ; ome months ago, died suddenly in | adapted, turn landing solidly. Duo | port street as the dining room motif, 











and a daughter bora last July. kins hospital, Baltimore. For 50 ry hogy of a heart attack on Mon- | Hey pol femme half plenty caloe af hate ted ane 
eas ga A . eee : , . i i x s 0 
Further details in music section. oo ee B vg } 0 Opening turn on the bill is How- | Hawaii. Bar, which runs _ entire 
FRANKLYN UNDERWOOD _|Cort, Henry W. Savage, Arthur Hop- |, Mes Martha E. Branon, mother of | Btn working thls terntory. for the | alone lines of bull of weatherbeates 
Franklyn Underwood, 63, eastern kins, Sam H. Harris and other lead- Thomas Branon, president of Affili- pest six months or so and is still | whaler, elevating sitties well above 
story editor for 20th Century-Fox, |ing producers. ated Producers, Atlanta, Ga., inde-/| liked. Despite handicap of low | noggins of diners. Enchanted Gar- 


can 4 : ). e roadw ngagement | Pendent exchange, and Roy Branon,|nitery ceiling, leaving him little dens is an innovation, with multi- 
is See oe ta Me yn Fg hg oe Pe a = | RKO office, Charlotte, N. C., died re- eeorenne, he delivers for okay re- ee ee ee  30-Soot 
. ; macint Re ; = % sults. , in whic ine o 
tion about a year ago which failed to | ‘Abie's Irish Rose. Since Tetiring cently New to the Coast is Mare Ballero, femmes terps, while the A. 
heal, and was operated on again @) in 1930 he had been a resident of Chicago m.c., but he’s going to be | gle from huts of thatched grass and 
few days before his death in an ef-| St. Petersburg, Fla. In the early Infant son of Mr. and Mrs. Billy | an old fave before he leaves here.| bamboo. Setup is garnished by 
fort to clear up the wound. days of the film industry he was in | Leech died in Pittsburgh last week | Opens with series of imitations of | dozens of bright-plumaged feathered 

Underwood, whose career in show | charge of the road bookings of ‘Way at age of one month. Father’s a/| Fred Allen, Wallace Beery, Edward friends which flit in the foliage. 
business began as an actor, joined | Down East,’ ‘The Birth of a Nation’ | staff artist at KDKA there and feat- |G. Robinson, Lionel Barrymore, .With such an eyeful layout, it's 
20th Century as story editor in 1933 | and other noteworthy silents. |ured singer with Maurice Spitalny Durante, W. C. Fields, Jack Benny, | difficult for show, no matter how 


; : | re oe eee oe Rochester and F.D.R. With excep- | Socky, to garner much attention, 
and continued in the post when that | Surviving are his widow, Lucy; orch. tion of Benny, which misses, tis However, in bringing down Chavez's 














company was merged with Fox three | two brothers and a sister, ee |carbon copies are so real as to be | crack congarhumba band and Ernie 
years later. For the five years prior John C. Wilson, father of Jane uncanny, particularly in case of | Holst’s society crew, Proser has 
to that he was in charge of the film Ww. K. DAVISON Wilson, singer in the Fred Waring | Roosevelt. Follows with a drunk | almost clinched his chances for scor- 
department of the Century Play Co. W. K. (Bill) Davison, 65, for more | radio show, and Jack Wilson, singer | bit as a Polish WPA worker; it has | ng season's biggest click. Dance floor 


Born in Denver in 1877, Under-| than 35 years in outdoor amusement|on the Fred Allen radio program, |'©™ , yelping. = At performance as UAUAUERY MEGS, and thet, too, abfe 
wood began his theatrical career field, died Dec. 12 in Fort Lauder- died at Mansfield, O., Dec. 19. caught, augmented for benefit of | UP to hefty b.o. here. 


, ‘tah? ; the Frisco Ad Club’s Xmas party, Mary Jane Walsh is a svelte song- 
there in 1904 at the famed Elitch’s| gale Fla., hospital. Was operating a line of Helene Hughes aisle nt stress who socks her scntetbuibone 


Gardens. He later became a male| piges with Central Amus. Co. when| May McCaslin wife of John T. Mc- | added on a test date. One of the | across with considerable eclat. Has a 











lead in various western stock Com-/| taken ill. Caslin, vet outdoor showman, died in | best-looking lines to show up here | Nicely paced repertoire of current 
panies maintained by Oliver Morosco,; Known widely among show people | Baltimore Dec. 19 following a long | recently, gals would be an advan- tunes, but it’s about time some of 
coming to New York to appear OP-| a; ‘Ferris Wheel Bill,’ Davison dur- | illness. tageous permanent addition if the 5 le ead Girls lyrics were 
posite Mrs. Leslie Carter, Nance) ing long career was connected with budget would permit. — a oe wee oe the Broadway 


O'Neil, Marjorie Rambeau and others. | p w. Weaver's St. Louis Amus. Co.,| William L. Wilson, Jr., manager of 


. Mauri . 
For many years following, he was} ce and Cordoba are an ex 


Imperial Shows, Miller Brothers, Nat | Lucas and Jenkins theatre, Waycross, COCOANUT GROVE ceeding graceful pair of ballroom- 
























































general manager for Morosco, _ Nardner’s Exposition, Bernardi Ex-|Ga., died there Dec. 19. Widow, ologists, highly competent in their 
Surviving is Underwood's widow, | position, Wolcott’s Model Shows and | daughter, son and parents survive, (BOSTON) intricate routines, and with the 
; ; Pp , | 
known during her acting days aS) others. Rites in Fort Lauderdale. Gomez rhufhba troupe, provide just 
Frances Slosson. She was his lead-| puria) in Jacksonville, Ill Mrs. Dora Salena Upton, mother , Boston, Dec. 17. about all the divertisement needed 
ing lady in stock when they were » ail. st Pease Mestinn Seves, died in Mickey Alpert Orch (12), Ginger| |Proser’s Miami venture is a highly 
married. Two sisters and two broth- Norfolk, Va., hospital Tee 8 Manners, Gary Leon and Tut Mace, | Slorified edition of his home-plate 
ers also survive WILLIAM H. LAWTON as on ds Nancy Gay, Collette and Dean,| cafe in New York, and as such will 
Funeral eavvices were held yester- William H. Lawton, 85, former §5 Leonora Prentice, Billy Payne, undoubtedly be focal point for class 
dav (Tuesday) morning at the Little | °P¢'a singer who appeared in com- - m George Rand Linegirls (11); Don) cafe trade. Les. 
Church Around the Corner, N. Y¥,|™and_ performances before Queen | Ennis vice Kemp | Rico Rhumba Orch; $1.50 minimum. ; 
¢ ‘14 ¢n.| Victoria and President Grover et 
Out of respect to Underwood, the Cleveland, died in Rochester, N. Y., —.Continued from page 2 





7 ‘Free Beer’ | | 
2 | Sone in for novelties which lift floor ilw. ree eer 
L. A. Saturday night the group laid | S20WS out of the rut of the conven- | : : | 
off in deference to its leader’s mem- | ae cong B of entertainment. At ——=Continued from page ! 

. =o y r ra Ss 720 it’e > ; irle A ° . ’ 
lory, and Sunday afternoon it at- staging a beg ate plc my en ot ting them sample it to their heart’s 
tended private services at the Hop-/| ball game as the finale. When caught, | content. Elaborate sternewirts have 


company’s scenario offices in New ak enn tl 1 aeons 
York were closed all day yesterday | *#5' weex alter a tong illness. 
eee | Lawton, a native of New York, 
(Tuesday a 
| went to Rochester many years ago 
|to sing with the Rochester Park 
MARY CECIL Band after he had retired from 


This season the Hub niteries have Mi 




















Mary Cecil, 55, legit, radio and opera. In his later years he taught | kins. Kemp's body was sent on Mon- | this was the outstanding act because | replaced the original crude cus- 4 
screen actress, died of pneumonia in | singing |day (23) to Charlotte, N. C., where | it involved so many of the ringside | tomers’ rooms, and visitors have be- 
%o enit: | 2 . J j 7 i “Ow “oc, | Customers, In one way 4 P. | > §s 2>rous suides , 

St. Luke’s hospital, N. Y., Dec. 21. | He leaves his second wife, Amy. it will be buried tomorrow (Thurs- | . way or another |; come so numerous that guides now 4 


One way was to have them fend off | conduct tours of the breweries every 
wild shots, lest the ball plop into the 
|soup or bash over a highball. 


She was the widow of Henry Parker 
of the Morning Telegraph. 


|day). He was born in Marion, Ala., 
'but went to the U. of North Caro- 





half hour, always winding up at the 


ELSE SCHROADER 


A native of New York, Miss Cecil lina at Charlotte. Featured dance team are L bars where beer is free and the sup- 
, : = é é fam are Leon and | os. s.. 0 te.008: 

started with Proctor’s stock company | MF on Rg pen ane : a | Kemp started his musical career as | Mace, who emphasize the lifts. Leon | bly inexhaustible. ' , 

and later appeared in George Kelly’s | OmMas ?, Vu, © ; RICSR GANCES, |» piano player in a Marion, Ala., the-|is more athletic and staunch than What the retailers think about the 


‘Maggie, the Magnificent’ and road | died in New York Saturday (21) of 


ahs pei cont _| a heart attack. 
ee = ae b pages | Miss Schroader was brought to the 


7 . y i r e 
the part of Maggie, the cook, in both |U. S. from Germany 35 years ago 


|atre at $2 a week. He first organized | most mews ” this — and he can situation was expressed character- 
| - s ss ¢ i hs rg ee : : a a 
a seven-piece band at college and tea ong pumas Ghee ge cyl | istically at a meeting of the Wiscon 
| continued with it after graduation. It i. that this ye a h: A i oe an sin Tay ern Keepers Assn. last W eek, 

=e ; “<A eresting | when Matt Udove, newly elected di- 


PRE: ; ; ks enlarged and moved about the coun-| routines and _personalitie: Th ei 
stage and screen versions of Clare | Bg ae Rg on lige Se try until it started to assume name- | closing bane hifty wane of thelr shag complained: F , 
mats “The en. ‘act Sh I : t - d to d © Posine | band proportions in the Blackhawk | steps, change of pace and smartly- | onveNson mesegares get anes 
More recently Miss Cecil had been | 3°" © nen teen , wh ere | aate Chicago, in 1932. Since then it | arranged background music. | free of charge at the breweries, and 
acting in radio dramatic serials, in- Beesine on the old Columbia wheel, has been one of the country’s fore- Ginger Manners, reviewed in Bos- | when they finally do come into our 


later marrying Theodore Thomas, |ton vaude recently, is next-to-close | taverns we get a lot of noise, but no 


cluding ‘John’s Other Wife’ and ‘Life | es ; . most bands. Ennis, John Scott Trot- |; 
| wealthy New York broker, who died . x He in a screwy melange that ranges! beer buying.’ Then the association 











nd Loves of Dr. Susan.’ A news- : liter. curre , is’ ; 
. about five years ago. | ter, currently leading a band on Bing | from a terrific jitterbug delivery of | vote sre 5 ti inne: Antena 
aper contributor and author of a ‘ _ ’ : “ee 5 A voted to have its officers confer with 
pal one . pe ‘ | There are no known survivors. | Crosby s radio show, and Saxie| ‘Jumpin Jive’ to a daffy pantomime. | prewery official. in an effort to stop 
book of monologes, she also had ap- | aN Dowell, now leading a band of his| Collette and Dean, both girls, reg- | 5, nt Id-ti ; he ee salacit 
ro 4 ean’oa . ; sre’ Ta) ° - . . e . < ° > ~ "fn > 

peared in Metro’s Dr. Kildare pic: | % STIRLING GETCHELT own at Arcadia Ballroom, N. Y.,| ister nicely in several dance num- | ‘© 0* time practice. 

5A ° 8 4a 4 LL | . me = ore > “pce ae a “ . - 
tures. | y Stirling Getchell 41 a ; were members of the first Kemp or- bers. Best session features them in a conan am 

| . A x , , 


Funeral services were held Mon- 2! 
day (23) in N. Y. and burial followed | 4nd head of the advertising agency 
at Greenwood Cemetery, Brooklyn, | Which bears his name, died of a 


chestra. Ben Williams, sax player 


soft-s} ictur 1e 
still with the Kemp band, was an- arenes pcre seams fy tn 


production number opening with a 
chorus, with Billy Payne, tenor, 


-ASCAP War Chest | 











, : other | vocaling ‘Love ; ’ 
| streptococcus infection Dec. 17 at the : | vocaling “Love and I’ from the band- | J] 
; _ | T- ss Mnacthl : : | —_—_—_—_—_—_— lstand. Collette and Dean do . bit Continued from page } 
LANDERS STEVENS Harkness Pavilion Medical Center, at tamiurt lagi : 
oe ; ia oe MARRIAGES pa ae €, some adagio with fast poard of directors on Friday (20), 
2 ; Landers Stevens, 63, actor in pic- His widow. the former Sarah Pas- | Bie whirls, then reprise with a jitterbug came to $1,290,000, the same amount 
P s ‘ ( N S- | . snic th- arnea a éd e Ul < A . Sé BP é i F 
tures for years and previously a 1 cea : Ape | Cheryl Walker to J. Etzell | mish that garnered good applause. | ade apres : 
. chall Davis, daughter of Norman H. | dae ~~ | Leonora Prentice, sol ancer, is| 4S distributed for the like quarter , 
legit player and producer, died In | Coumbe, in Pasadena, Dec. 16. Bride sonora Frentice, solo dancer, is r 
if Sica tae Oe Oe ae hates as Davis, chairman of the American |~— gil ti: : - ca okay in two specialties: a high-kick | °f "39, less, of course, the money 
id : > - <o ; Red Cross, and three sons survive. |3% Screen Player and former queen | control and a buck, with appropriate | earmarked for campaign purposes. 
4 tack following an operation for ap- 1 of the Tournament of Roses | cos J : : . 
Cag Further details in the radio sec- Ses. | costume changes. Nancy Gay, singer Board also voted the usual Christ- 
pendicitis. Stevens was the father | tion | Adele Sadler to Frank Parmenter, |from the band, is spotted for two! mas bonuses to ASCAP'’s executives 
of George Stevens, motion picture | a in Las Vegas, Dec. 21. Bride js in the | offerings, ‘Maybe’ and ‘Exactly Like | anq staff. this ranging from an extra 
director and producer, and Jack | wardrobe department for Globe Pro- | Y°u.’, Miss Gay was formerly with) oar ealary Peas sand 
ce a NATHANAEL WES Jan Garber and can sell a song okay, | W°®*'S salary to several thousan¢ 
Stevens, film cameraman, and the | Ni ANAEL IST |ductions and groom is a cashier at |“°,,7%."*" § an sell a song Okay. dollars each to the toprankers. Dou- 
~ " a ¥ e s > i ~cirle ar _ —, - ars é re 4 Ss. 
brother of Ashton Stevens, drama Nathanael West, 36, screen writer | Paramount studio. ome Enegitis are well-trained and ble A ‘riters this af ne figured for 
critic of the Chicago Herald-Amer- | and novelist was killed with his Grace Johns to Fred T pera lookers, opening the show with a ye f writers this time figure 
C i g é Amer! _ , . : srace vonhnson to Fre sowery, IN | snappy signal-flag idea in military around $4,500, making their annual 
ican wife in an auto accident near El) Las Vegas, Dec. 19. Groom is the | outfits. Sieh divvy for 40 between $17,000 and 
' rn in S: ancice > on ‘a ‘x ] tindayv hi , } ’ zs . bli. , BG YE ee ini cial ii 
Born in San Francis¢ 0, Stevens C entro, ¢ al., Sundag (22). blind whistler with Horace Heidt’s Mickey Alpert is a competent m.c.,' $19.000. Publishers’ divvy is on an- 
became prominent in that territory Details on page 2, | band. introducing the acts with a certain | other basis, and figures about av- 
as the producer of many legit shows. ee | Lillian Feitner to Ray Benson, in | @¢corum but demonstrating an apti- | grage same as last year 
He also operated stock companies EDWARD P. SULLIVAN | Middletown, R. I, Dec. 22. He's an | ‘de for ad-libbing at the right time. Oe 
in several of the bay cities. He went Edward P. Sullivan, of Flying | orchestra leader. rils band + — here | 47 two 
to Hollywood several years ago and ee Soh ‘ ’ Pers thi ei ‘is ee . aes . ; seasons anc 1¢e ana 11s music have a 
‘ ; g d ‘Sullivans’ act, died recently in Jackson Perkins to Lauren Gilbert, | definite following in this room. Not BIRTHS 


appeared in many films, including Tampa, Fla., hospital of injuries in| Dec. 29, in New York. Both are legit | to be overlooked is Martha Burke, 
We Who Are About to Die, Trial | automobile accident, which instantly | Players. pianist with the orch. A novel at-/| . hatione ie 
of Mary Dugan’ and ‘The City That killed friend, Bill McCoy. | Jean Muir to Henry Jaffe, Dec. 20, | traction, she’s the only femme musi- Canton, O., a daughter, Father } 


Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Taylor, 











bi ; Never Sleeps.” . | os lin New York. Bride is an actress: | cian in the outfit, adds a load of | with WHBC there. 
| i Also surviving in his widow, the BILLY HILL | he’s an attorney. | Slick 3 = i mona ge and some| Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Kutner, § 
2 4 former Georgie Cooper, once his Billy Hill, 41, songwriter, died in Eugenia Wilson to Frederic de ‘ Tos Bist nek Ut — A a aa Jr. son, Dec. 15, in New York. 
i leading lady. | Boston Dec. 23 of a heart attack. | Wilde, in Reno, Dec. 17. He is assist- |tra play A, the Sitios deans Father with Broadcast Music, Inc. 
i & FRANK CONDON | Further details in music depart- ant stage manager with ‘Little Foxes’; | sets; Nan Blakstone and Johnny An- Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Muchmore, 
} I ment, she’s a legit player. |drews_ keep’ the elbow-benders | daughter, in San Bernardino, Cal. 





Frank Condon, 58, magazine writer | - | Louise Clow to Dwight Bourn, Dec. | amused in the downstairs Melody | pec. 17. Father is theatre manager 
and scenarist in silent picture days,| Louis L. de Rochemont, 68, attor- 18, in Los Angeles. He is musical di- | LOUnge. There's another long bar 


eS ae Se 
= 











. ; there 
died Dec. 19 at his home in Beverly ney, father of Louis de Rochemont, rector of station WOAI, San Antonio; j in the main room from which the | Mr. and Mrs. Harry Garfield, 
Hills following a long illness. _He| producer of the March of Time, and | Bride is harp soloist. ) fomy a —— | daughter, in Chicago, Dec. 18. Father 
. @ never fully recovered from a serious | Richard de Rochemont, its managing | Helen Wright to Jerry Newman, , exeensansenemaetin °** is manager in Chicago for Harms 
ng operation last summer, but recently editor, died of a heart attack Dec. 21 | in St. Louis, Dec. 17. Pair do a sing- Music Co. 
a — a story rod goes and was at the Boston, Mass., court house. For , ing act on KMOX, St. Louis. _ BEACHCOMBER _ Mr. and Mrs, Louis M. Brown, son, 
4 working on another when the end three years he had been in poor Stella Wesler to Michael Visaroff, in Hollywood, Dec. 16. Mother 1s @ 
aa came. — health. Also surviving are his Dec. 28, in Las Vegas. Groom is a (MIAMI BEACH) reader at 20th-Fox. 
py Starting as a newspaper reporter widow, Sarah, and three sisters. | film actor. Miami Beach, Dec. 20 Mr. and Mrs. Eugene King, daugh- 


in. his home town, Toledo, Condon | er. Lec. 17, in New York. Father 
moved to New York as an advertis- B : Hartwell Anderson, Spartanburg, Charley Spivak band does its first Ps ye Reape Ml aonb il a recorded program over 
ing copy writer and wrote his first! S. C., business and civic leader and | recordings for Columbia’s Okeh label | and Ernie Holst Orch: $150 mini-| WOR, New York. 

fiction for the pulp magazines. For | treasurer of Spartanburg Civic Music | Monday (30). He'll do his theme, | mum. ; , Mr. and Mrs. Eldon Park, son, in 
years he was a regular contributor to | Association, which has brought num- ‘Night Is Ending,’ ‘What’s Cookin’,’ Cincinnati, Dec. 16. Father 1s as- 
the Satevepost, but was under con-' erous internationally known singers, | and ‘Sit Down, Bud.’ In his new Beachcomber and En- | sistant sales manager of WLW, Cincy- 
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— | broadcast booth will be ASCAP or s**t +oeeooereoooes POPo+ooos 
: BMI tunes. i 

| Bills Next Week A suggestion was made to WIP ¢ 

| that they use a soundproof booth! % ASCAP- BMI WORD BATTLE : 
oe Continued from page 48 and broadcast a description of the z 

— ; _| parade with no sound effects from z 

guay Garland Paul & Nathalie jwide i tices 1 se ngange Bae ithe procession. But this was nixed shbeesboebnsaebortaebeddibisbtabbietabinieesiealt 

ee, ane Wilson's Preven, Ee, | Peart DeLucca by Program Director Murray Arnold. 

Nora Seen ae ply a og | duck & Eddie's | PO a, - Pay He pointed out that such a broadcast The propaganda front in the radio- | sulted in duds, boomera ngs and flops, 

agp pen Hotel Carltons Rubertine, tobert® | ‘PThirty-Seven Club | would be dead since it would not music war continued active last) with many of the publicity bombs 

Snag ee on Ore pel oso pe dl Pkt a bs Beecoredl ii stage the crowd sounds or week. Newspaper comment and edi- exploding in the hands of those 

Weber's net Brav The Kitaros La Conga Club Jean Deiters free scat ei if someone weld ac- corres were fairly numerous. \ ol- about to fire them. 

Jules ga Ore _— a Sry j ee ee — | and it Se eee ae _ — ee rn! ~“ cdl There is little news to report, all 

Curran Bligh Yacht Club | MIAMI as F ast, the station os punnec vat public Gomain) of which verifies the saying: ‘No 


Tia Silton 

Syd Golden 

Raths'r I: \doradians 
Bobby Whaling 
Elisa 


Paul Robinson 





Eddie Matheros 
Frank Ponti 
Yvonne Kerr 
Gloria Dale 
Dolly Bruce 
Mary Navis 


PITTSBURGH 


Anchorage 
Hugh Morton Ore 
Maynard Deane 

Arlington Lodge 
Pale Somers Ore 
Beity Smiley 

Bachelors’ Club 
A! Turner Ore 
Frances McCoy 

Kalconades 
Joe Villella Ore 

Bill Green's 
Layton Bailey Ore 
Jean Janis 
Don Wilson 
Boogie-Woogle Club 
Roog Sherman 
Izzy Nutz 
Buddy Waleh 
Nutsy Fagan 
Harry Comorada 
Packy M’Farland 
Tiny Miller 
Bernie Crawford 

Club Petite 
Freddy Cast!e Ore 
Marv Krieg 
George Moore 
Ginger Allen 

Cork and Bottle 
Jack Davis 

El Chico 
Don Mario Ore 
Marianne 
Terry Francois 
Gerardo Dance 
Poopie Campillo 

Hotel Fort Pitt 
Ken Bailey Ore 
Johnny Mitchell 
Jessica Wheatley 


Harry Walton 
Hotel Henry 
(Siver Grill) 

Billy Treacher Ore 

Sandy Davidson 

Flo Parker 

Jean Woods 

(Gay 90's) 

Dorothy Nesbitt 


Hotel Tth 
Ress Saunders 
Iva lola 
Everett 
Betty Donahoe 
Shirley Heller 
Al Devin 


Avenue 


Haydn 


Evergreen Gardens 
Red Clarke Ore 
Ebbie Schaub 
Paula Harvey 
Hotel Ella 
Olga Mundy Ore 
Dale St Clair 
Zelda 
Hotel 
Harold 
Royal 


Roosevelt 
Aloma 
Hawalians 








lf 


Hotel Schenley 
Billy Hinds Ore 
Patty Dixon 
Buzz Mayer 

Hotel Wm. Penn 

(Chatterbox) 


Lang Thompson Or 


Pergy Moran 
Foo Martin 
(Continental Bar) 
Frank Andrini 4 
Merry-Go-Round 
Al Fremant Orc 
Patti Jean 
Dean Sayre 

New Penn 
June Gardner Ore 
Ann Marlowe 
Pat Lynn 
Junee 
Audrey Lee 

Nixon Cafe 
Al Marisco Ore 
Bob Carter 
Woods & Bray 
Betty Lane 
Al DeLage Co 
Rockets 

Nut House 


Dale Harkness 
Ray Neville 


Ted Blake 
Joey Reynolds 
Chuck Wilson 
Oasis 
Toule Pope Ore 
Margie Kraber 
Orchard 


Jimmy Gamble 
Jay Loring 
Chuck Miller 
Pines 
Bill LeRoy Ore 
Tony Rozance 
Ray Englert 
Riviera 


Marty Schramm Or 


Freda I 
Yacht Club 


sazear 


Billy Gatizone Or 
Winton & Diane 
Yachtsmen 

silly Julian 

Heat Waves 


5 Yoemenettes 
Sky-Vue 
Johnny Martin 
Laura Gregg 
Union Grill 
Art Yagello 
Frank Natale 
Mike Sandretto 
Villa Madrid 
Etzi Covato Ore 
Carmelita & Lee 
Mark Lane 
Roberta Costello 
Watkins Twins 
Betty Nylander 


DETROIT 


Book-Cadillae Hotel 
(Book Casino) 


Chesney & Worth 
Duftins 
Ri ee ly Hughes 
By Belmont 
6 Casinotes 
Leonard Ke Orc 

(Motor Bar) 
Dick Ro k 

Bowery 

Sally Rand Co (55) 
Star-Studded Rev’ 
Johnny K ng 
Chas Carlisle 
Benny Resh Ore 


Blue Lantern 
lielene 
Hal & M Ra 
Bert Nolan 
ee 


ymond 


*mprasita 
Glamour Gls (6) 
Lee Walters Orc 
Corktown Tavern 
Hal Bronson 

Ellen Kaye 

6 Vesters 

Eddie Bratton Ore 
Cole & Corte 

Ne\ e & Day 

Al 


ee 
Don Andre Ore 
Hund's 
3 Old Timers 
Sun Valley 
Serenaders 


London Chop House 


ronia Valenti 

Ruby Ore 
Morocco 

Jay Jason 

Ethe! Shepherd 

Avon Sis 

Del Cartier 


Will He: iderson Ore | 


Nebiolo’s 
Di Giovanni 


Carmen 
Carlos & Chita 
Guy Gibby 

Leonard Seel 


Northwood 


Ore 
Inn 
8 Guardsmen 
Jack Spot 
loe & 
Ray C: 
Palm Beach 
Eddie Jardon 
Armand & Diana 
Danny Daniels 
ti Tip-Top Dane 
Michael Paige 
Huck's Redford 
Mac McGraw Ore 
Club Royale 
Alan Carney 
Eisquires 


Betty Lee 
irlin Or« 


Parker & ‘Porthole 


Evelyn Fat 
Danny Demetry Or 
Royalettes 
Statier Hotel 
E Madriguera Or 
Patricia Giln e 
George Negrette 


San Diego 


nev 


CG 


George Presnell! 
Al Alexander Ore 
Dan Merryman 
Don Francis 
Starr & Maxine 
Verne's 
Boyd Senter 
Charles & R Jer 


Wong 
Donna Maline 
Harry Collet Ore 


| Whittier Hotel 


(Gold Cup Room) 


Tony Patti 
Wonder Bar 

Sammy Dibert 

Pauline Balew 


CLEVELAND 


Alpine Vill lage 
Bernice 


B & Parks 

Bob Copfer 

Carl Mueller 

Otto Thurn Ore 
Freddie's Cafe 

Art Lackey Ore 

Al Schenck 

Roy Raysor 

Ha! Simpson 


Gourmet Club 
E Robinson Ore 
Bill Lox kman 

Hotel Allerton 
Karen Torey 
-Ouls Cina 
Jack Miko 


Hotel Carter 
"Versatilians 


Bob Opitz 

Hotel Cleveland 
Paul Pendarvis 
Margaret English 
| Hotel 


Gene 


Fenway 
Erwin 
Hotel Sterling 


Ore 


Ore 


Ore 


Ore 


Ore 


(ore 


| Jimmy Van Osdel! 


| Quinteros 

Lester Chafetz 
Hotel Hollenden 

| Sylvia 
Paul 


Georges 


l'roos 
Rosini 
& J 
Sloan & Gary 
Sorelli 
Sammy Watkins ¢ 
Hotel Statler 

Jose Morand Ors 


Ann 


” 


Tommy 


Club Balt 
Nunez Orc 


Rhumba Casino 


Alex Satkin Ore 


Alfredo Seville Terry la Franconl 
Joan Britton Camille de Montes 
Brenay Morrow |'LaComparsa Danc 
Bali Bali Gis Fantasia’s R'm'ler's 


Royal Palm Club 


Carrousel 


Velero Sis Ore Ted Lewis Orc 
| Patty Ortel Kay, Katya & Kay 
| Pepito & Carmen | Tell Sis 
Jimmie’s } Joan Woods 
| Jean Blanche 
Mike Peyton Ore 


| Mona 


Ceraldine Ross 
| Charles Whittier 
Merriel Abbott Gls 


Latin Quarter 


Tudell & Jean 
Pelletiers 
han 


Arleyne & 


& Morris 
Borden 


Jeff's Toe Candullo Ore 
Lolita Cordoba Ore 
Jerry Delmar Ore Jack Cole Danc 
Merle Burke Emil Boreo 
Myles Bell Grisha & Brona 
Murphy Sis Henri Therrien 
Mother Kelly's lela Moore 
Don Baker Orc Frank Mazzone 
Owen & Parker Yvonne Bouvier 
Bennett Green Clarissa 
Harriet Brent TePee Club 
Jack Reynolds Bert Lown Ore 
Nut Clab Five O'Clock Club 
Pubby Rives Arthur Warren Ore 
Screwhballs Emil Colon Ore 
Musical Maniacs La Playa Dane 
Kitty Davis’ | Milinda 


deta Silver Ore Pago-Pago Room 
iilly Vine | (Dempsey-Vander- 
Samba Troupe bilt Hotel) 

Beachcomber Bobby Parks Ore 
Ernie Holst Ore Vincent Bragale Or 
Chavez Ore | Walter Donohue 
Mary Jane Walsh lbeane Janis 


Teeman 
Rhumba Tr 


Eleanor 
' Galvin 


Maurice & Cordoba 
lropical Dane 











| Fear Parades 











———_—/(‘ontinued from page 495 


AT 
out to its affiliates by Mutual last 
week: 

‘We quote for your information the 
which already has 
been sent to stations WRR, Dallas, 
ind KFRC, San Francisco, which 
are originating the New Year’s Day 
football games to the network. (We 
must maintain this policy at all 
times no matter what the nature of 

event): 
‘This is to let you know that you 
are definitely liable for any back- 
ground music picked up during 
football games or special events 
of any nature. 

‘What we are specifically con- 

cerned about at the moment, is 
the football game which you are 
broadcasting New Year's Day. 
NOT EVEN STRAINS OF MUSIC 


following notice 


the 


OF ANY KIND MAY BE FED TO 
THE NETWORK IF IT IS NOT 
CLEARED IN ADVANCE. 


‘If you think absolute control of 
such a situation is impossible, our 
first recommendation would be the 

sound-proof 
be ready with 

stand-by.’ 


construction of a 
booth, 
an emeli 


and secondly, 
gency studio 


On Spot 
1eapolts, Dec. 24. 
KSTP vice-pres- 
ident, is in a spot along with St. Paul 
Winter Carnival officials. More than 
a score of broadcasts, including 
sible the networks, had 
been planned by the carnival radio 
committee before chairman Hance 
brought up the matter of the BMI- 
ASCAP controversy. 

The major por 
marching units’ drum and 


Winter Carnival 
Mini 


Kenneth Hance, 


pos- 


hookups on 


of the carnival 
bugle 


tion 


and bands play allegedly 


iginal 


corps 


‘Oo! compositions, but inasmuch 


play sings or 
ASCAP tune from 
microphones during the 
on-the-spot pickups at paraaes and 
streets and else- 
where, 
Won't Broadcast Mummer’s Parade 
Philadelphia, Dec. 24. 
Philadelphia’s New Year's Day 
Mummer’s Parade, for the first time 
in 12 vears will not be broadcast be- 
cause of the ASCAP-NAB squabble. 
The procession has been aired over 
WIP and other since 1928. 
But this year every town 


stations 
outlet in 
The bands, one of the most color- 
ful features of the parade, make up 
their schedule of tunes severai wee 

in advance but they keep it strictly 
sub rosa to keep any rival aggrega- 
tion from stealing their stuff. (The 
bands and clubs in the parade com- 
Be - 


{pete for $25,000 prize money.) 
cause of the secrecy, radio official 
don’t know whether the tunes the 
bands will play: es they pass tme 


| would be liable for dam; iges, he said. 


| Orleans. 


The Mummers parade is to Philly 
what the Mardi Gras is to New 
Each year thousands of 

visitors come here from out-of- town | 
to witness the procession which) 
takes more than five hours to pass a 
given point. 

WIP went 100% B.M.I. yesterday 
(Monday). | 


No ASCAP ‘Consent’ 


oe ONtinued from page Zo 


bent upon ASCAP to collect its fee 
at the clearing point of the program. 
But, it was added, as much as this 
point appealed to ASCAP, the organ- 




















| ization’s rank and file loomed strong- 


restraint of trade. 


| Dept. to seek indictments against one 
| party in a controversy on the very 


} tion. 


ly opposed to any compact which 
would have ASCAP admitting that 
it had acted as a monopoly and in 


Public Sympathy 
The threatening situation which 
inspired the consent decree conver- 


sations is believed to have fizzled out 
as far as timeliness and public sym- 
pathy is concerned. For the Justice 


eve of the two parties coming to 
grips might, it was further pointed 
out within the ASCAP phase of the 
music industry, be interpreted by the 
public as prejudiced intervention. 
Intimations have come from ASCAP | 
quarters that plans have been com- | 
pleted for a series of varied blasts 
at the networks, with the priming | 
set for the morning of Jan. 2. It has 
been hinted that the actual outbreak 
of hostilities between ASCAP and 
radio will be marked by lots of pick- 
eting, and that most of this will be 
carried out under the direction of 
Songwriters Protective Associa- 
The cardboard bearers from 
this source will each have a separate 
card identifying them along Reta the 
titles of some of the tunes they have 
written. 
Prominent 


the 


attorneys with Wash- 


ington connections and_ personal 
friendships within the networks 
have approached ASCAP with the | 
query whether they could be useful 


in mediating the controversy. They 
have been each informed that ASCAP 

opinion that the hostili- 
too far for any imme- 
ty of peaceful negotia- 


was of the 
ties have gone 


diate possibili 


tions, and that it would consider any 
outside move futile until it had ob- 
tained a bid for a meeting directly 
from one or all of the networks. 


Washington Comment 
Washington, Dec. 24 


There is some genuine feeling of 


hopefulness ir adio circles. Word 
has passed that assistant attorney 
general Th Arnold is insist- 
ng tnat an e meet every one 
of the points 1 in the six-year- 
Id Federal of complaint, al- 





though some of the more 


think it 


qauoious 


LY 
Iinreasonabie 


to expe the D. of J. to hold out 
f 100 reform if it p ble 
to enc pass 70 ( 80 of the 
yuted practices a truce 
The oadcasters were bucked up 
eV it Mo iF 23) A th an 
no ‘ement tnat e United State 
Cc eme ( + é T 
¢ ‘ tT ( f e F 
ar tz r Bot e ( 
th, foc? ¢ ‘ 
va é 2] t te nm tne 
oo of 4 te ¢ d 7 
P Alley ii ff ere e f 
yire te thev h é ¢ 
C | , iy e F] é t A 
be weighed in « the 
Nebraska act he t 
Legal fore are é tive 
carded for Fet ar mez ga de 


poisoning’ might set in. BMI cap- 
tioned one mimeograph publicity re- 
lease (Dec. 21) ‘De-bunking ASCAP 
Hooey’ and said in part: 


BMI has attempted to ignore a 
series of particularly vicious and 
unjustified attacks made _ by 
ASCAP on the ground that BMI 
is acting as an a — for foreign 
propaganda mus .BMI has no 
deal of any kind, direct or indi- 
rect, recent or not recent, with 
Philharmonischer Verlag, Schu- 
berthaus Verlag, Breitkopf & 
Haertel, Schot’s Soehne. BMI 
has a contract with G. Ricordi of 
Milan which is the publisher, not 
of propaganda music, but of the 


music of Puccini, Verdi and the 
other old Italian masters BMiI, 
unlike ASCAP, believes that the 
great music of the past, no mat- 
ter from what country it orig- 
inates, should be above any po- 
litical arena. BMI has, therefore, 
refrained from calling attention 


to the fact that ASCAP is the of- 
ficial disseminator in the United 
States of the governmental music 
bureaus of Nazi Germany and 
Fascist Italy. On the first page 
of every ASCAP catalog appears 
the announcement that affiliated 
with ASCAP is Staat-lich Ge- 
nehmigte Gessellschaft Zur Ver- 
wertung Musikalisher Urheber- 
rechte (governmental authorized 
assGciation for the financial col- 
lection of musical copyrights), 
the honorary, head of which is 
Adolf Hitler and the address of 
which is Adolf Hitler Plaza, Ber- 
lin, Germany. On the same first 
page of every catalog appears 


the announcement that ASCAP 
is affiliated with Societa Italiana 
Degli Autoried Editori, Rome, 
Italy (The Society of Italian 
Authors and Publishers). a gov- 
ernmental organization, the hon- 
orary head of which is Benito 


Mussolini. 


ZZ Daily 


News Editorial 


The New York Daily 
ing of ‘a knockdown and 
fight’ and the ‘disappearance from all 
the better radio stations of a flock of 


News, speak- 


songs almost everybody likes to 
hear,’ editorially summed up ‘what 
we gather it’s all about.’ The News 


decided: ‘All in all, it seems to u 


that ASCAP has the better of the 
argument—though there may be 
something in the charge that it con- 
sistently freezes out young and 
promising composer Certain] it 


t of the best liked music 


so the chains would probably be wise 


controls m¢ 


to compromise. 

‘If the boys don’t get together 
though, we don’t expect to become 
overly hot and bothered about it 
After all, if the radio, a-rival of the 


+ 


press, sees fit to kick 
larity in the 
papers be expected to complain?’ 


ts own 


popu 


shins, can the new 


| War Communique 
Carrying through a military 


in one publicity statemen 


eaded its release ‘War Communique’ 
and went on: 

Our forces are holding all along 
the front 

J 

Our supply-lines daily g 
tronger a BMI! f ié add ) 
our amm tion storehouse of 240,000 

i@s 

Ou ene j is harassed by inte al 
( é O17 and embarrassed by the 
pending action of the Department of 
Justice fOr ng recog 1107 of the 


per use prin iple 


Efforts of the enemy to set-up a 
} I 














cision late in ieg publicity drive have re- 
San Frar co, Dec. 24 
George (¢ t to Le Ruppe BS pre chief, in towr 
on a sv of web stat BMI-ASCAP the hottest topic of 
Le } acré ne 110% D it to almost 100 CBS outlets 
press reps have < d him more about the mu battle than anyt 
else Next, and often of equal interest, has been CBS ar ct 
followed by pleas for the latest word on FM. Television appare 
passé, except for ¢ few random queries about color vision 
Interesting sidelight on BMI-ASCAP, according to Crandall, is that 
despite pre terest. subiect t f of zero intere t e 





|'Producer Billy Rose, a 


lina N. Y. 


news is goes news,’ 


Out the \ Ww indow _ 


ail 

Cc Cushion propaganda against 
BMI with publicity for the Diamond 
Horseshoe Broadway-World’s Fair 
member of 
ASCAP, placed a paid advertisement 
daily newspaper to repro- 


| duce a letter from one Joseph Toole 


| The 


letter carried a picture of the 
said Toole and in heavy black head- 
lines announced— 


|‘ Turow My Rapio Out tHe Winpow’ 


The Toole letter, as published, 
| read: 

For reasons that I don't undere- 
stand, the Radio Business has de- 
'cided to boycott the music I like to 


} 
| 
1 
| 


| waltzes 


|Irving Berlin’s 
| Victor 


hear. For the past couple of weeks, 
I've been listening to a succession of 
no-name rhumbas, brokendown 
and swing versions of 
‘Jeanie With the Light Brown Hair.’ 
‘God Biess America,’ 
Herbert’s ‘Kiss Me Again’ 


|}and George Gershwin’s ‘Rhapsody in 


| 
| 


| protest. 


| and 


Blue’ are being replaced by musical 
hog-wash, offensive to both my ears 
and nostrils. I don’t know whether 
a taxpaying citizen has any right to 
Perhaps a few smart men 
really own and control the air waves 
can dictate what 130,000,000 
people shall listen to. Up to now, I 
was chump enough to think that the 


|air belonged to America, but I guess 


i I’m 


wrong. I’ve read somewhere 
that Nazi and Fascist controlled cat- 
alogs of music are being used to re- 
place the heart-warming American 
tunes I’ve grown to love. Perhaps 
it's none of my business—but fortu- 
nately I still have some rights in my 
own home and so ‘I Threw the Radio 
Out of the Window.’ 

My Missus thoroughly approved 
and, to celebrate our own little dec- 
laration of independence we decided 


|}to ‘step out.” We put on our best 
bib-and-tucker and went down to 
Billy Rose’s Diamond Horseshoe 


dragout | 


where he features the very things 
that are verboten on the radio. It 
warmed the cockles of our hearts to 
again listen and dance to the musie 
we thought belonged to us. We're 
going back again soon, and until the 
‘powers-that-be’ realize that Power 
Can’t Replace C. ius we'll have to 
get along without the radio. 
(Signed ) 
Joseph Toole. 

Mr. Toole took the trouble to look 
me up at the Diamond Horseshoe a 
couple of nights ago. snows I'm a 
ASCAP, I thought it 
public rest to let 


rd and so I took this 


member of 
might be in the inte 
his voice be hea 


paid aa 














Billy Rose 
lrate Cleric 
Continued from page 3 

gram was highlighted with the sar- 
castic ‘dedication’>to Brown and the 
tation of a hymn, ‘You Can't Do 
Wrong and Get By,’ sung by the 
evangzelist’s soloist. 


‘ 
states ‘as 


topped p ching I called Concord 
aist ce and had a ] es- 
€ er Dring Br to the ele- 
I € Subseqdue t € iS tt 
as me fied tnat his bi { ist 
cease nmediately. The f ng 
c the minister and a delegation 
ijled at the tation ls nm ite De 
fore the time regularly eduled 
for the minister’s studio broadcast 
and requested that he be allowed to 


] GVelar- 
go on the air. Brown said a Salva- 


tion Army broadcast appealing for 

Christmas aid to the poor was sub- 

stitution for the Smith program. 
Main objection, Brown said, to the 


evangelistic programs is that the 


ministers make appeals during 
broadcasts for funds to keep the 
programs going. We ca per- 
mit any appeal for funds, except for 
( I ose ove e air from 
( ( The € ve get fo 
these evangelistic road ts Is Z00aG 
one It CO ec In ( ery week 
and is paid in advance The dis- 
continuance of these programs wil 
cost us about $1,200 a month, but 
he decision is made and wil! stand,’ 
A t a year ago the Rev. Smith’s 
e' ee ic broadcast ye.e dis- 
vontinued on WFBC, Greenville. S.C. 


RAM; Mee 
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~ FULL OF D THINGS! 


CLARK GABLE, HEDY LAMARR in “COMRADE X” « ROBERT 
TAYLOR in “FLIGHT COMMAND” ¢ CARY GRANT, KATHARINE 
HEPBURN, JAMES STEWART in “PHILADELPHIA STORY” 
JAMES STEWART, HEDY “LAMARR. in “COME LIVE WITH ME” 
“ANDY HARDY’S» PRIV! FE SECRETARY”, LEWIS STONE, 


MICKEY ROONEY~<« _GR REER GARSON; WALTER PIDGEON in 










in “MEN OF BOYS 
(GARLAND, HEDY LAMARR, 
LANA TURNER, TONY MARTIN in “THE” ZIEGFELD GIRL”. 


“mM hnitlmaas soching wih Counties all of 1941" 
tee ig ils es of 
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